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EJTEODUCnOjr TO THE ABBOT 


’Fnoyi what is said la the Introduction to the J/iwwwf^ry, it must 
necessanly be mferred that the Author considered that romance 
as somethmg very hke a failure. It is true^ the booksdlers 
not complam of the sale, because^ unless on very fehcitous 
occasions, or on those which are equally the reverse, literary 
popularity is not gained or lost by a single pubhcation Leisure 
must be allowed for the tide both to flow and ebb But I was 
conscious that, in my situation, not to advance was m some 
degree to recede, and being naturally unwilling to thmk that 
the prmciple of decay lay m myself, I was at least desirous to 
know of a certamty whether the degree of discountenance which 
I had mcuixed was now owing to an lU-managed story or an 
ill-chosen snbject 

1 was never, I confess, one of those who are willing to sup- 
pose the brams of an author to be a kind of milk, which will 
not stand above a smgle creaming, and who are eternally harp- 
ing to young authors to husband their efforts, and to he chary 
of their reputation, lest it grow hackneyed nr the eyes of men. 
Perhaps I was, and have always been, the more mdrfferent to 
the degree of lunation m which 1 might he held os an author 
because I did not put so high a value os many others upon 
what 15 termed literary reputation m the abstract, or at least 
upon the species of populanty which had fallen to my share; 
for though it were worse than affectation to deny that xny vaiuty 
was satisfied at my success in the departm^t in which chance 
had m some measure enlisted me, I was, nevertheless far from 
thmking that the novdist or xomance-wntei stands high in tlie 
ranks of literatuic But I spare the re^cr farther egotism on 
this subject, as I have c'^ pressed my ophnon very fully m the 
Introductory Epistle to the Fortunes F’tgel, and, although it 
ho ^mposed in an ima^ary character, it is as dneere and 
candid as if it had been written * without my gown and band.’ 
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In n ^^old, "tthcn I coii'-idoicd m\‘<olf its liiuing been «ii- 
i>iiccc«sriil in tbe ^fonn^tnv^ I was loinpto'l lo tr\ wbnthei T 
conld not rc««ioip, esen .it llw* nsb of lotallj ^o- 

called reputation b} a new lia/-aKl I loftUd lound m} hbnii\, 
and could not but obeenc tlmt, fioni tbe time of Cbmicoi to 
Uint of Ji^ron, the inrvit popidni uutbor-k b.ul bctn tho luo^t 
prolific E\cn theniistnich Jfdni<«on allowed that thoqiuiltt} 
of reidmcss and prornsion Imd a merit in nulcpendcut 
of the intrinsic laliie of the i ornpo^itton TnlKiiif; of CJnitcliill, 
I bchc\c, who hud little inent ni Ins prejudiced ho 
allowed him that of fGiUUt}%with some such quahficatinn as 
this — 'A cnbiijiple can bear but crabs after all, but there 
IS a great difleiciirc iii fa\mii of that whicli 1 tears a hiigo 
qnuniit} of fnnt, howeser indillcicntj ami that which produces 
only a few * 

I/H>king nioic nttonlncl} at tho palnanchs of litcmturc, 
whose caicci was ns long ns it w.is linllmnt, I thought 1 
pcrcencd that m the Inis^ and piolonged course of exertion 
ihoro wcic no doubt occasional failures, but that still those 
who were fasountes of their ngc tiinmphcd o\er these xni*»- 
ctuimgcs By tho new ofloits which tho\ mode, their errors 
were obhtciiited, the} liccaiiic identified with the literature of 
their countiy, and aftci hasing long icccivcd law Iiom the 
critics, came in some dcgicc to impose it And when such a 
wntci was nt Icngtli called from the scene, Ins death first made 
tho public sensible what n large slmic he had occupied in their 
attention I recollected a pa8<>ngo in Onmm's Cmeymdmcc, 
that, while tho luicxhaiistra Voltaiic sent forth tract aftci 
tract, to the 'leiy dose of a long life, the first impicssion made 
by each as it appeared was that it was infcnoi to its pre- 
dcccssoTs--an opuuon adopted from tho general idea that the 
I’atimicU of Feme} must nt lost find tho point from which he 
was to decline But the opinion of the pnblic finally ranked 
\xx Vs&sawfw Essays tm tVicfc wmnw 

with those which had foxmcily cham^ the French nation 
Tlie inforonco lior{ tins and similar facts seemed to me to be 
that new works wcio often judged of 1^ tho jinblic, not so 
much from then own intiinsie merit, as from cxtunaic ideas 
which readers luid picsiously foimcd with regard to them, and 
over which n writer might hope to tiiuinph b} jiaticnco and by 
exertion There is a iisk in the attempt 

If hfi fall in, good-xn^, oi sink oi swim 
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Bat this IS a chance incident to eveiy literary attempt, and by 
^luoh men of a sanguine temper oie little moved 
I may illustrate what 1 mean by the feelmgs of most men 
ra traveling If we have found any stage particularly tedious 
or in an especial degree mteiestm^ particularly short oi much 
longer than we expected, our imc^i^ons are so apt to exag- 
gerate ^e onginal impression ihat> on repeating the journey, 
we usually find that we have considerably overrated the pre* 
dommatmg quabty, and the road appears to be duller or more 
pleasant^ w(ket or more tedious, th^ uhat we expected, and, 
consequently, than what is the actual case It teq[aite8 a thud 
m foukh journey to enable us to form an accurate judgment of 
its beauty, its length, or its other attributes 
lu the same manner, Hie pubhc, judging of anew work, which 
It leoeives pmhaps with little eiqfiectation, if surpnsd mto 
applause becomes very often ecstatic, gives a great deal moie 
approbation than is due, and elevates child of its immediate 
favoui to a tank which, as it the author, it is equally 
difficult to keep and painful to lose If, on this occasion, the 
authm trembles at the hei^ to wbch he is raised, and becomes 
ahaid of the shadow of bis own renown, he may mdeed letue 
fiom the lottery wttih the pnze which he has drawn, but, m 
future age^ his honour will he only m proportion to his laboms 
If, on the contrary, he rushes again mto the lists, he is sure to 
be judged with seventy proporlaoned to the former favour of 
the pubhc If he be ^unt^ by a bad reception on this second 
occasion, he may agam become a strangei to the menu ]% on 
the contiaiy, he can keep his ground, and stmid the shu^e- 
oook^s fate^ of bemg sbrad up and down, he wdl pobably, at 
length, hold with some certainty the level m pubhc opmion 
which he may be found to deserve , and he may peihap boast 
of arresting the general attention, m the sa m e as the 
Bacbeloi Hinson Carrasco of fixmg the wea^ercock La Giralda 
of Seville for weeH months, or years, that is, fm as long as the 
wind shall umfonnly blow from one quarter, To tins degree 
of populanty the Author had the hardihwd to aspire, while, 
in order to attam it, he luisumed the danng resolution to keep 
himself in the view of the pubhc frequent appearances 
before them 


greater courage to renew his attempts to please the pubhc, and 
an advantage similM to that which Jack the Giant-kiBor re- 
ceived from his coat of darkness In sendmgtheASJoiforth 
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so soon aftci the lie hod used the ^cll-kuoMn prno- 

tice recommended Bassanio 

In m> school-days, iihcn 1 had lost one shaflf 
I shot another of the self-same 
The self-same \niy, with more advised watchi 
lo Imd tlie other forth 

And, to contmue the simile, his shafts, like those of the Lesser 
Aja\, Viore dischai^cd moic icadily that the aichci >>A8 as xnac- 
ccssiblo to cntici&m, personally speaking, as the Grccmii aichcr 
under liis biotlxci's se^ enfold shield 

^ould the leader dcsiio to know upon uhat pimciplcs the 
Abbot ^Rs expected to amend the foitune of the I 

hn\e fii*st to icquest his attention to the Intioductoi^*' Epistle 
addios&cd to the imnginniy Captain Clutteibuck — a modo by 
Mhich, like his piedcccssors in this nialk of fiction, tlic real 
Autlior makes one of his amahs 2 ^soiub the means of com- 
municating his ox\n sentiments to the public, somcuhatmoro 
artiBcmlly than by a diicct addxess to tlic icadera A pleasing 
French ^\ntci of fauy talcs, Monsieur Pajoii, author of tlic Ilts- 
toryofPfince has set a diveifcmg example of the same 
mnchinciy, whcio ho intioduces tlie picsiding Genius of the laud 
of Romance converging uitli one of the peisonnges of the talc 
In this Iiitroductoiy Epi&tle, tlic Aullioi commnnic.itcs, in 
confidence, to Oftptain duttoibuck his sense tliat the White 
Lady had not met the taste of the times, and his icnson fox 
MithdiAu mg hci fiom the bcone 'Flic Author did not deem it 
equally ncccssaiy to be candid icspccting anotlicr nltcnition 
The Jfonastery was designed, at firbt, to hnxc con tuned some 
Sttpemataral agency, aiisiug out of tlio fact Uint ilclioso had 
]>con the place of deposit of tlic gxcat Robert Bntce’s hcait 
The xinter shiunk, houcxei, fioin filling up, in this j^atticulnr, 
the sketch as xt uas oiiginalh fniced, nor did he veniiiio to 
resume, in the continuation, the subject uhich ho had left uii- 
attempted m the niiginal uoik Thus, tlic incident of the 
discoxoi} of the hcait, which occupies the gi eater juit of the 
intiodiiction to ihe*-1/<)«a^fny, is a mjstciy unncces^iily iiitith 
ducG'i, ami which xcnutins at hst xeiy impcrfoPtlr cxplnmccl 
In IhisptUticnlai, I was happy to shioud jmsclf bj the example 
of the author of Cabh who iicxex condc«f ends to 

form ufi of the actiinl contents of that uvwi chest xxhich makes 
siiih a figure in his intcicsting work, ami pixes the name lo ‘\In 
Toltnan’b drems 
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The public had some claim to inquire into this mattei, but 
it seemed mdiffeieut policy in the Author to give the explana- 
tion For^ vrhatevei praise may be due to the ingenuity which 
brmgs to a general combmation all the loose thie^ of a narra- 
tive, like the knitter at the hm^mg of her stocking, 1 am 
greatly deceived if m many cases a superior advantage is not 
attained by the air of leolity which the deficiency of explana- 
tion attaches to a uoik wntten on a difibient system In Itfo 
itself, many things befall eveiy mortal of which the mdividual 
never knows the leal cause oi migin , and were we to point out 
the most maiked distinction between a leal and a fictitious 
narrative, we would say, that the former, in lefeience to the 
remote causes of the events it relates, is obscuie, doubiful, and 
mystenous, wliereai^ in the lattei case, it is a pait of the 
authoi’s duty to affoid satisfactoiy detouls upon the causes ot 
the separate events ho has lecoided, and, m a woi^ to account 
for eveiythmg The leader, like Mungo in the Padlocl, will 
not he satisfied with hcaiing what he is not made fully to com- 
prehend 


I omitted, therefore, m the Introduction to the Ahhot, any 
attempt to cxplam the previous story oi to apoloniao fmr unin- 
tdhgibxhty 

Heithei would it have been prudent to have endeavoured to 
proclaim, m the Intioductiou to the Abbot, the real spimg by 
which I hoped it might attract a gieatei degree of mteicst than 
its immediate piedecessoi A taking title, or the announcement 
nf a populai subjeot, is a lewpe for success much in favour with 
^ksellers, but which authors will not always find efficacious 
Tlie cause is worth a moment^s examination 

Theio occur m every country some pecuhai histoncal chai- 
acters, ivhich are, hko a spell or charm, soveieign to excite 
curiosity and atfcmct attention, smee eveiy one in the riightesfc 
dcgice inteiested in the land which they belong to has hcaid 
much of and longs to hear moio A talc turning on the 
foitiuies of Alhed oi Elwabcth m England, or of Wallace car 
linico m Scotland, is sure by the ^-ely announcement to excite 
public emiosity to a considerablo degree, eftd ensure the pub- 
lisher a being reheved of the greater pait of an impression, oven 
before the contents of the work aie l^own. This is of the 
Jm impoitance to the booksellei, who is at once, to use a 
tochu^ phmse, ‘biought home,' all his outlay being repaid 

ikJ tluit we aio apt to feel least satisfied with the works of 
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Trbicli ‘vre have been induced, titles and laudatoir advemse- 
ments. to entertain exaggerated expectations The mtenuon of 
the TTork has been anncipated, and inisconcdTed car misrepre- 
sented. and although the difi^cultr of exccntmg the 'srork 
again reminds us ox Hotspiu's task "of /o'enral^g a current 
xoanng loud vet the adventurer must look for more ndicule 
if he fads than applause if he executes his undertaking 

Xotveithstanduig a nsk Trhich should make authors pause 
ere they adopt a theme which, exciting general interest and 
cunosity. is often tlie preparative for disappointment, vet it 
would he an mjudicions relation which ^ould deter the poet 
or painter from attempti^ to introduce histoncal portraits 
merelj ftom the difiicultv of executing the task in a satisfactoiy 
mannOT Sometbmg must be trusted to the generous impulse.'' 
which often thrusts an artist upon feats of uieh he knows the 
dij£culty. while he trusts courage and exertion may afibrd the 
means surmounting it 

It 15 especially when he is sensible of Ic^ing ground with the 
pubhc that an author may be justified in usmg with address 
such selection of subject or title os is most likely to procuie^ a 
rehearing. It was with these feelmgs of hope and apprehension 
that I ventured to awaken in a work of fiction the memory of 
Queen Marr, so interesting by her -^ 1 % her beauty, her mis- 
fortunes, and the mrstety which still doe% and probably always 
will, oveihang her histoiy In doing so, I was aware that 
feilure would be a coneduave disaster so that my task was 
something like that of an enchanter who rais^ a spirit over 
whom he is unceitam of possessmg an efiectual control , and I 
naturally paid attention to such principles of compt^non as I 
conceiv^ were best suited to the historical novel 

Enough has been already said to explam the purpose of 
ccmiposing the The historical references are as usual, 

e:q>lazned m the notes That whudi r^tes to Queen 
escape from LocMevai Castle is a more nunute account of umt 
lomontic adventure is to be found in the histones of the 
penod 


Abboisfoso, If* January 1S31 



INTEODUOTORT EPISTLE 

FTOlt 

THE AUTHOR OF WA7ERLET 

TO 

CAPTAIN CLUTTERBUCK, 

Of his JLwestv's — Regimest of teASTKr 

Deab Cimiy— 

I am Sony to observe, by your last favoui, that you dis- 
approve of the numeious retrenchments and alterations which 
I have been under the necessity of makii^ on the ilanuscnpt 
of your fnend, the Benedictine^ and I wdlingiy make you the 
tnndinin of apoli^ to nuiuy who have honoured me more thou 


I that my retienchments have been numerous, and 
leave gaps m the story, which, in yonr ongmal manuscript^ 
would have run wellu^h to a fourth volume^ as my pfrmter 
assures me I am sensible^ besides, that^ in consequence of the 
liberty of curtailment you have allowed me, some parts of the 
story have been huddled up without the necesmry details 
But^ after all, it is better that the travellers should have to 
step over a ditch than to tvode through a morass that the 
r^er should have to suppose what may easily be inferred 
than be obliged to creep through pages of dull explanation 
I have struck out, for example, the whole machmeiy of the 
White Lidy, and the poetry uy Tihich it Is so ably supported 
m the original manuscript But you must allow that the 


stitiODs Mihich formed altematdy the deh^t and the terror of 
our predecessors In like manner, much is omitted iHustFatrre 
of the impulse of enthusiasm m &vour of the anuent religion 
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m Mother Alagdalen and the abbot But ive do not feel deep 
sympathy at tins penod iMth A^hat 'a as once the most powerful 
and ammatii^ principle m EuiopCj with the exception of that 
of the Boformation, by which it was successfully opposed 
You rightly obs^o that these rctienchmente have rendered 
Uie title no longer applicable to the subject^ and that some 
othei would have been more suitable to the work m its present 
state than that of the abbots who made wo much greater iiguze 
ill the oiigmab and foi whom your fnendj tlie Benedictme, 
seems to have inspired you with a sympathetic respect I 
must plead guilty to this accusation^ observmgi at the same 
time, m xnaunei of extenuation, that though the objection 
might have been easily removed by giving a new title to the 
woik, yet, in doing so^ I should have destroyed the neccssaij 
cohesion between the present history and its predecessor the 
MonoxUry^ which I was unwilhng to do, as the penod and several 
of the personages were the same 

Aftoi all, my good fnend, it is of little consequence what 
the woik 18 called, or on what mterest it turns, provided it 
catches the public attention, foi the quality of the wine, could 
we but ensuie may, according to the old proverb, lender the 
bush unnecessary or of little consequence 

I congratulate you upon your having found it consistent 
w’ltli prudence to estabhsh your tilbury, and appiovo of the 
colour, and of your hoy's liverj' (subdued green and pink) As 
you tdk of completing your descnptive poem on the Bumn of 
Kema^ixkavr, wth Notes hy an AnUqxixmy^ I hope you have 
procured a steady horse 

I remain, with comf^ments to all fnends, dear Captam, very 
much 

Your% etc etc etc, 


Thb Adihob of Wavsssue^t 
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CHAPTEB I 

JDomam monnti Imam feat 

AjifoiENT Bomas; BpiTAra 

She keepit close the h<yQS| and birbt at the qnhele 

Qxvfkm Dottolas 

Tbs timo which passes ovei cmr heads so unpeioeptibly loakes 
the same gradual change m habits, xnanneia, ioii chaiaotei as m 
personal appeaiance At the mdutioa o! eveiy five years we 
nnd ourselves anothei, and yet the same , there is a oWge of 
views, and no less of the light m which wo legatd them, a 
change of motives as well as of actionB Nearly twioe that 
space had ^ded away over the head of Halbert Glendmnmg 
and his lady betwixt the penod of our former narratave, m 
wboh th^ played a distmguished part, and the date at wkch 
our present tale commencea 

Two osrcamstanoffl only bad embittered their union, which 
was otherwise as happy as mutual ajfeotioa could render it 
The first of these was indeed the common calamity of Scotland, 
being the distracted state of that unhappy country, where 
every man’s swoid was directed against his neighbour^ bosom 
Grlendinnmg had proved what Murray expected of him, a steady 
fnend, strong in battle and wise m council, adhering to him, 
from motives of gratitude, m situations wha:e by his own un- 
biassed Will ho would either have stood neuter or have joined 
the opposite party Hence, when danger was near— -and it was 
seldom far distant— Su Halbert Glendinning, for he now bore 
the rank of kmghthood, was perpetually summoned to attend 
hiB patron on distant expeditions, or on perilous enterpnseB, or 
to a^st him with his counsel in the doubtful intngucs of a 
Imlf-barbaious court He was thus fioquently, and for a long 
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Bpaoe, alisont from lus castle and from his lady^ and to this 
ground of icgret c must add, that their union not been 
blessed \frith ohildren, to occupy the attention of the Lady of 
Avenel Yrhile she was thus deprived of her husband^s domestio 
society 

On such occasions she lived almost entirely secluded from 
the woild, withm the ualls of her paternal mansion Visiting 
amongst neighbours was a matter entirely out of the question^ 
unless on occasions of solemn festival, and then it was chiefly 
confined to near kindred Of these the Lady of Avenel bad 
none who survived, and the dames of the ueig^bourmg barons 
affected to legaid her leas os the heiress of the house of 
Avenel than as the wife of a peasant, the son of a church- 
vassal, raised up to mushioom eminence by the capricious 
favour of Murray 

Tins pnde of ancestry, which rankled m the bosom of the 
^ ancient gentry, was more openly e'^ressed by then ladies, and 
* was, moreovei, embittered not a little by the political feuds of 
the time^ for most of the Southron chiefs were bnends to the 
authority of the Queen, and very jealous of the power of 
Murray The Castle of Avend was, therefore, on all these 
accounts^ as melancholy and solitary a residence for its lady 
as could well be imagined Still it had the essential recom- 
mendation of great security The reader is ahoady aware that 
the fortress was built upon an islet m a small lake, and was 
only accessible by a causeway, intersected by a double ditch, 
defended by two drawbndge^ so that^ tvithout aitillezy, it 
might m those days be considered as impregnable It was only 
necessary, therefore, to secure against surprise, and the service 
of SIX able men withm the castle was sufficient for fJiat purpose 
If more seiious danger threatened, an ample gamsou nos sup- 
plied by the male inhabitants of a little hairnet which, under 
the auspices of Halbert Glendmniug^ bod arisen on a small 
piece of level ground, betnizt the lake and the hill, nearly 
adjoining to the spot where the causeway jomed the mainland 
The Lord of Avenel hod fdund it on eo^ matter to prociue in- 
habitant^ os he yhs not only a kmd and beneficent over-loid, 
but well qualified, both by his eigpenence m arms, bis high 
character fm wis^m and integnty, and bis favour with the 
powerful fikrl of Murray, to protect and defend those who 
dwelt under his banner In leaving his castle for any length 
of tune, he had, therefore, the consolation to reflect that tins 
village afforded, on the slightest notice, a hand of thirty stout 



THE ABBOT 


3 


men, 'vcbioli was moie than sufficieut for its defence , while the 
fam^a of the villageT^ as was nsoal on sneh occasions, fled to 
the recesses the mountains, drove their cattle to the same 
places shdter, and left the enemy to work their wdl on their 
miserable cotti^s 

One guest <^y resided generally, if not constantly, at the 
Castle of Avenel This was Henry Warden, who now felt hun- 
sdf less able for Oie stormy task imposed on the Keforming 
clergy, and havmg by his given personal offence to many 
of the leading nobles and chiefs, did not consider himself as 
perfectly safe unless when withm the walls of the strong 
mansion of some assured friend He ceased not, however, to 
serve his cause as eagerly with his pen as he had formerly 
done with his tongue^ and had engaged m a funous and 
acnmonious contest concerning the saenflee of the mass, as it 
was termed, with the Abbot Eustatius, formerly the su^pnor 
of Kennaquhon Answers, leplie^ duplies, tnplies, quadruplies 
followed thick upon each ot^er, and displayed, as is not unusual 
m controvert, fully as much zeal as Christian chanty The 
disputation very soon became as celebrated as that of John 
Knov and the Abbot of Crossraguel, raged nearly as fiercely, 
and, for aught I know, the puhlicatLons to which it gave rise 
may be as precious m the eyes of bibliographers * But the 
engiDssmg nature of his occupation rendered the theologian 
not the most interestmg companion for a sohtaiy female, and 
giav^ stem, and absorbed deportment, which seldom 
showed any mterest ereept m that which concerned his 
mhgions profession, made his piesenoe lathei add to than 
mmmish the gloom which hung ovei the Castle of Avenel 
To supermtend the tasks of numerous female domestics was 
tlie pm(^^ part of the lady’s daily employment, her smndle 
imd distaff, her Bibl^ and a solitary walk upon the battlements 
of too castle, or upon the causow-ay, or occasionally, but more 
Mldom, upra the bonks of the httle lake, consumed toe rest of 
toe day But so great was the insecunty of toe period that, 
whM she vtotuied to extend her walk beyond the hamlet, the 
x^atder on the watch-tower was directed to keep a sharp look- 
out m every direction, and four or five men held themselves in 
r^iuess to mount and sally forth from toe castle on the 
slightest appearance of alarm 
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Th^ stood afi^urs at the castle^ when, after an absence of 
several weeks, the Knight of Avenel, which was now the title 
most fieqnently given to Sn Halbert Glendmnrag, was dody 
expected to return home Daj after day, howevex, passed 
away, and ^ xetumed not Letters in those days weie laiely 
written, and the knight must have lesorted to a secietaiy to 
evjwss his intentions in that maimer, besides, inteicourse of 
all kmds was precanous and unsafe and no man oaied to givo 
any public intimation of the time and diieotion of a journey, 
sinc^ if his loute weie publicly known, it was always likely ho 
might m that case meet with more enemies thou fiiends upon 
the load The pieoise day, theiefore^ of Sii Halbert's return 
was not fixed, but that which bis lad^s foud expectation had 
calculated upon lu her own mind had long since passed, and 
hope delayed began to make the hcait sick 

it was upon the evening of a sultry summei's day, when 
the sun was half-sunk behind the distant western mountains of 
Liddesdale, that the lady took her solitary walk on the battle- 
ments of a range of buddings, winch foimed the front of the 
castle, where a fiat loof of fiagstones presented a hioad and 
convomont promenade The level smface of the lake, undis- 
tmbed except by the occasional dippng of a teal-duck or 
coot, was gilded with the beams of the setting lumiuoiy, and 
reflected, as if m a golden minor, the hills amongst which it 
lay embosomed The scene, otherwise so lonely, was occa- 
sionally enlivened by the voices of the ohildieu iii the village, 
which, softened by distance, reached the ear of the lady in hei 
solitaiw walk, or by the distant call of the herdsman, as lie 
guided hiB cattle fiom the glen m whuh they liad pastuied all 
day, to place them in grcatoi soouiity foi the night, in the 
immediate vicinity of the village Ine deep lowing of the 
cows seemed to demand the attendance of the milk-maidens, 
who, singmg shiilly and momly, stiollod fortli, each with hoi 
pail on hei head, to attend to the duty of the opening The 
Lady of Avenel looked aud listened, the sounds which she 
hcaid leminded l^ of formei day^ when her most important 
omploymont^ as well as hci greatest delight, was to assi&t Dame 
Glondminngand Tibb Taoket in milking the cows at Olendeoig 
The thought was fraught with melancholy 

* 'Why was I not,' she said, 'the peasant girl which in all 
men’s eyes I seemed to be * Halhoit and I hod then spent our 
life peacefully in his nab\e glen, undisturbed by the phantoms 
either of fenr or of ambition lIis greatest pndo had tlion been 
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to show the fairest herd m the halidome , liis ^eatest danger 
to lepel Bomo pilfering snatcher fiom Bolder ^ and the 

utmost distance which would have divided us would have been 
the chase of some out*lying deer But, alas ^ w'hat avails the 
blood which Halbert has Acd^ and the dangers which he 
encounters, to support a name and rank, dear to him because 
ho has It fiom me, but which we shoU ncvei transmit to onr 
posterity ^ With me the name of Avenel must oxpnc * 

She sighed as these reflections arose, and, lookup towaids 
the shoio of the lake, hei eye was attiacted by a gioup of 
children of vanous agei^ assembled to see a little ship, con- 
struotod by some villoge artist, perform its flrst voyage on the 
watei It was launched amid the shouts of tiny voices and the 
clapping of little hands, and shot Inuyely foith on its voyage 
wi^ a ^vounng wind, whnfli piomiscd to cany it to the othoi 
side of the lake Some of the bigger boys ion lound to leceive 
and secure it on the flnther shoic, trying then speed against 
each other as they sprang like young fawns along the shingly 
vGige o£ the lake The rest, foi whom such a journey seemed 
too arduous, remaiued watdimg the motions of the fauy vessel 
fiom tho spot where it had been launched The sight of their 
sports pressed on the mind of the childless Lady of Avenel 
*AVhy aic none of those prattlers mmol' she continued, 
piisumg the tenor of her melancholy leflections* * Their 
paionts can scarce find them the coarsest food, and I, who 
could uuxse them in plenty- — I am doomed never to hear a child 
call me mother t ’ 


Tho thought snnk on hei heart with a bitterness which 
icscmblcd envy, so deeply is the desire of o%nmg implanted 
111 tho female breast She pressed liei hands together as if she 
weie wiuigmg them m the extremity of her desolnto feolmg, 
as one w horn Heaven had Avntten childless A large staghound 
of tho greyhound species approached at this moment, and, 
attracted ^baps by tho gestuie, licked hei hands and piessed 
ins laigo head against them He obtained tho desired cai<^ 
111 rctiiin, but still the sad impicssion romamed 

‘Wolf,' she said, as if tho animal could hhxo undeistood hci 
complaints, ‘thou art a noble and beautiful animal , but, alas * 
tiio love and aflection that I long to bestow is of a quality 
higher than can fall to thy shaio, though I loxe thee much ' 
And, ns if she were apologising to Wolf for withholdinir 
from Inni patt of her icgard, she caressed his proud head 
and crests while, looking m lier i^es, he seemed to ask her 
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she wanted, oi 'almt lie could do to 8 ho\^ his attachment 
At tins moment a shnek of disticssMos heard on Uic shore, 
from tlio playful group which had been lately so jovial The 
Indj' looked, and am tlic cause with great agony 

The little ship, the object of the Ghildieii’s delighted atten- 
tion, bad stuck among some tufts of the plant uhich bears Uio 
uatcr'hly, tliat marked a shoal m the lake about an amn-flight 
fiom the shoic A hardy little bq}% who had taken the lead 
111 the race roniid the margin of uic lake, did not hesitate a 
moment to stiip off his 'wylic-coat,’ plunge into the watei, and 
swim towards the object of tbcir common solicitude Tlie first 
mo\emontof the lady was to call foi hclp^ but she observed 
that the boy swam strongly and fonilessly, and ns sbe saw that 
one 01 two Tillagcis, who weto distant spectators of the uicident^ 
seemed to gi\ c tliemselvos no uneasiness on his account, she 
supposed that he was accustomed to the ovcicise, and that 
there was no dangoi. But whcthei, lu swimming, the boy Irnd 
stiuok ills breast against a sniikcn lock, oi whotber he was 
suddenly taken with cramp, oi whoUiei lie had o^el^calculatGd 
hi 8 own stiength, it so liappcned when he had discm- 
harrassed the little plaything from the flags m whidi it was 
entangled, and sent it foiward on its course^ he had scoroo 
swam a few yaids in his way to the shoic, when he raised lum- 
8 <flf suddenly fiom the water and screamed aloud, dapping his 
liands at the same tune wntli an cxpiession of feoi and pain 
Tlic Lady of A\oiiel, insUntly taking the alarm, called 
hastily to the attendants to get the boat icady. But this was 
an affair of some time Tlic only boat permitted to be used 
on the loke was mooied within tlio second outwduch mtcisectcd 
the canal, and it was sm ernl minutes ore it could be unmoored 
and gob under way l^Eeautunc, tiie Lady of Avonel, with 
agonising anxiety, saw tluit the efforts ■which 'the poox hoy 
to keep himself afloat tioio now exchanged for a faint 
struggling, -wlMch w onld soon h.ive been over, but for aid cq^ly 
prompt and nnhqped-for Wolf, •who, like some of 
spcoics of gr^-honnd, was a poetised water-dog, ««« 
the object of hei Rnsaety, and, quitting his mistiosss side, had 
sought the nearest point fiom which he could ■witli safely plunge 
into the lake With the wonderful instinct which these noble 
have so often displayed m the like cironmstanccs, I» 
swam stmiglit to the spot where his assistance was «» nmen 
wanted, and seizing tlie child’s under-dress in his montli, no 
not Only kept him afloat, but towed him towards the causeway. 
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The boat^ having put off vitb a couple of men, met tbe dog 
ha 1 f-my> and relieved hun of his burden They landed on the 
causeway, close by the gate of the castle, inth their yet hfdess 
diarge, and were there met by the Lady of AvencI, attended 
1^ one or two of her maiden^ eagerly waiimg to administer 
assistance to the suffeier 

He was borne mto the castle, deposited upon a bed, and 
every mode of recovery resorted to which the knowledge of 
the times^ and the sldll of Henry Warden, who professed some 
medical science, could dictate For some time it was all m 
vain, and the lady watched with unspeakable earnestness the 
pallid countenance of the beaxitiful ^ild He seemed about 
ten years old His dress was of the meanest sort , but his long 
curled hair, and the noble cost of his feature^ partook not of 
that poverty of appearance The proudest nome m Scotland 
might have been yet prouder could he have called that child 
his heir Whiles with breathless anxiety, the Lady of Avenel 
gazed on his wcB-formed and e^pressivo features^ a sli^t shade 
o! colour returned gradually to the cheek, suspended anima- 
tion became restored by degrees, the child sighed deeply, opened 
hiB eyes, which to the human countenance produces the effect 
of light upon the natural landscape^ stretched hzs arms towards 
the lady, and muttered the word * Mother* — ^that epithet of all 
others which is dearest to the female ear. 

*God, madam,* said the preacher, *has restored the child to 
youi wishes, it must he yours so to bring him up that he 
may not one day wish that he had perished in his innocence * 
'It shall be my charge' said the lady , and again throwing 
her arms around the boy, she overwhelmed him with kisses 
^d caresses, so much was she agitated by the terror arising 
the danger in which he had been just placed, and by iov 
at his une'^cted deliverance j * j 

mother,* said the boy, recovering his 
^Uection, and endeavounng, though faintly, to escape &om 
the calces of the Lady of Avenel— 'you are not my mother 
Alas » I Imvo no mother— only I have dreamt that I had one ’ 
I will le^ the dr^ for 3-00, my lorej'^nswered the Lady 
of Avenel, and I will he mysdf your mother, Suidy God 
as ncard my ^rahes, and m His own maxv^ous mnTiT^p r hath 

Su affectiona may egiand them- 

selvM ShelookedtowardsWardenasshespoke Thepreacher 
h^ttoted what be should reply to a hurst of passdonate feeling 
which, perhaps, seemed to him more enthusiastic than the occa- 
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Hzon dcmnndod In Uio ]ncan^vhilc; the laige stagbouudj Wdf, 
'nhich, diipping as ho xvas, had fdloM^ his nustre^ into 
the apartment^ and had sate by tiie bedside^ a patient and quiet 
spectatoi of all tlio mo<ius us^ foi lesnscitation of tlie being 
whom lie }m<l picsorvcd) now bocame impatient of icmaimng 
any loii^ei unnoticed, and began to whine and fawn upon the 
lady with his gicat lou^ jiaus 

^ Yes,' she said, *gocd Wolf^ and you shall be remcmbeFed 
also foi yom day’s wotk , and 1 will think the more of you for 
having pieseived the life of a crcatuio so beautiful ’ 

But IVblf was not quite satisfied with the shaie of attention 
which he thus attiact^ he persisted in whinmg and pawing 
upon his mistress, his caresses leudeied still moio troublesome 
by his long shaggy hair being so much and thoroi^lily w'Ctted, 
till she desiied one of the domestics, with whom lie wasfanuhai, 
to call the animal out of the apoitment Wolf lesisted evmy 
invitation to this purpose^ vmtil hia mistress positively com- 
manded him to bo gone, in an angiy tone, when, tuimng 
towards tlie bed on winch the boy still lay, half-awake to 
sensation, lialf-diowiied in the meanders of a fiuctuatmg 
delinum, ho utteied a deep and savage giowl, curled up hn 
nose and lips, showing his full lon^ of white and shaipeiicd 
teeth, which might ha%e matched those of an actual wolf, and 
then, tiumng lound, sullenly followed the domestic out of the 
apartment 

*It IB Mngulai,’ said the lady, addiessing Waiden, *llio 
animal is not only so good-natured to all, but so particulaily 
fond of cluldiGii What can ail him at the Jittlo fdlow whose 


life he has saved?’ 

* Dogs,’ rq^hed the pieachci, ‘rio but too like the human 
race in their foibles, though then instinct be less emng tlian 
the icason of poor mortal man when idying upon hia own 
unassisted powers Jealousy, my good lady, is a passion not 
unknown to them, and they often evince it, not only witli 
lespeot to the piefereiices which they see given by thou mahtera 
to individuals of their owm species, but even when then nvols 
aie ohildieu Yowhavo caiosscd that child much and^eageiy'j 
and the dog considers himself as a discarded favouiite ’ 

* It IS a stiange instinct,’ said the lady > * and 
gravity w ith which you mention it, my i evoreiid fi lend, I 
almost say that you supposed this singulai jealousy m my 
favoimte. Wolf, was not only weU founded but justifiable 
But peihaxis }Ou speak m jest?’ 
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'I seldom ]est/ answered the preadioi , * life i^as not lent to 
ns to be m:petidcd m that idle mirth which resembles the 
crackhng of thoms under the pot I would only have you 
denve, if it so please you, this lesson from what 1 have said, 
that the best of oui feelings, when indulged to excess may 
give pain to others There is hut one m which we may mdulgc 
to the utmost limit of vehemence of w hich our bosom is capable, 
secure that excess cannot exist in the greatest mtensity to 
which it can be excited I mean the love of oui linker ’ 

* Surely,* said the Lady of Avenel, ‘we are commanded by 
the same authonty to love oui neighbour T 

‘Ay, madam,* said Warden, ‘but our love to God is to he 
unbounded, we ore to love Him with our whole heart, our 
whole soul, and our whole strength The love which the 
precept commands us to beat to our neighbour has affixed to 
It a direct hmit and qualification * w*e are to loi e our neighbour 
as ourself , as it is elsewhere explained by the great command- 
ment, that we must do unto him as we would that he should 
do unto ns Here there is a limit and a bound even to the 
most praiseworthy of our affechons, so far as they are turned 
upon sublunaiy and terrestrial objects We aie to lender to 
our noigbboui, whatevei bo his rank oi degiee, that correspond- 
ing poifcion of affection with which we could rationally expect 
wo should ourselves he legaided by those standing m the same 
rclaixon to us Hence, neither husband nor wife, neithm son 
nor daughter, neithei fnend nor relation, aie lawfully to he 
made the objects of our idolatry The Lord our God is a 
j^ous God, and will not midure that wc bestow on the creature 
mat extremity of devotion which He who made us demands as 
His owm sliare I say to you, lady, that even in the fairest 
and purest and most honourable feelings of our natuie there 
tB that onginal taint of sm which ought to make us pause and 
hesitate ere w e indulge tliem to ’ 

‘I understand not this, reverend sir,* said the lady, ‘nor 
do I guess wluit I can have now said or done to draw down on 
me an admonition which has something a taste of zeproof * 
Lady, said Waideu, ‘ I crave your paiQon if I have uigcd 
augit beyond the limits of my duly But eonsidei whether, 
m the sacred piomise to be not only a protectress but a mothei 
to tins poor child, your purpose may meet the wishes of the 
noble knight your husband The fondness which yon have 
lavwhed on the unfoitunate, and, 1 own, most loielj, child has 
met homcthing like a rcpioof m the hearing of your household 
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cln^; lint }our nn\«]c !iti«*l>it)<1 Men, ns nn 

’iiiimnts arc jciJnus of the iiftcct’onv of thiisc the\ lo\c * 

*This IS (no much, n»i croud Mr,' s.^id the Ijadv of As curl, 
^ath ofToiidcd *You liaxc liccu Imip: <nir •vu<l 1 >a\o 

n'c<mkl from the Knurht of Axcncl and iiijsclf that honour 
nnd n.‘fr«nl vhich ^oiir clmricter nud jjpifohsion «•« jtisth 
denitiiid Dtit I <im yet to leani timt wv base at nii} tune 
authon'^cd jour inteifenmcc nt oui faniilr nrririjrciniiit\ «r 
plicoil you as n judge* of ourcouduct tounrfis nch other I 
j^nij this iiMs bo forl)onic i» future' 

‘ Lads / reptusi the jwcsclier, sMlh the Wdiltje^^s ]ioruli?r tii 
the ilcrgj of his peiNitnsmn at that timi\ M\Iu*» jon 'wt uj of 
ins nduiomtions si hen I see that my •'cmces ntr no lomr<r 
acceptable to sou niul the nohle kuii;iit sout hnshand. 1 htnill 
kiior tliat ms Masl»»r n ills mo no huigcr to alode here ; and, 
prising for n»mtniuamc of IIis best hlosMUp on sour fnimh* 
I will then, were the mmsou the depth of r inter, mid llu hour 
midnight, unlk out on jimdor sinste, and imsel forth tUnnirh 
these u lid niountmiis, n.*! Innelj and iinanh^l, tlmuph far tii<Tn 
helpiesN than ulnn I lir^t mil sour hnsbind ju iJie ssllej of 
tlleiidc'irg But 'uhile I ivimnn heri, I si til imt you enr 
fnmi the tniojxith ms wot a hnirh lus sdf h, s\ it bout ni**kinir the 
oW n*ftirs soitc ami remonstmnre hrsn! ’ 

‘Xiij, but/ •'Sid (he bids, ulio fmtli IomvI and iIm* 

giKvl Tivin, tliongh •lomotini**'* a liltln o^loudcd at uhat *^11^* *«a 
ms id to in? ntiexuWnmt degn*e of re**!, *ire will not furl I hit 
^ as, nis g»»l friend lYoinen are quuk and ln*»ts in thi’ir 
hvlmirN. bnU l>«dir\i‘ me, iiij siiditi nnd tnv purfn'-e^ 
thiH fluid are Mieh as Iwth ms IniHKmd nnd sou aiH npprru* o', 

1 lie i krjs III in Imsird, nnd n*tnssti-l lo his o oi ep-utiie nl 
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How steadCBstly ho fix’d his eyes on nie— 

Hisdaik eyea wning tiurough for^tten tcan>-— 

Then stretoh'd his bttle amis, ana call'd me mother ^ 

AVhat could 1 do ^ 1 took the banthng home , 

I could not tell the imp he hod no mother 

OoufiUjBasil 

Whbn Warden had left the apaitment> the Lady of Aveuel gave 
'way to the fedings of teudemesB which the Bight of the hoy, 
his sudden dangei, and his recent escape had inspired 3 and no 
longei awed by the steinhess, as she deemed it^ of the pieacher, 
heaped uith caicsaos the lovely and mterestix^ child He was 
now m some measure recdvexi^ from the consequences of his 
accident, and received passively, though not mwout wonder, 
the tokens of kindness with which he was thus loaded The 
face of the lady was strange to him, and hei dress diffeient and 
far moLC sumptuous than any he lemcmbeied But the boy 
was naturally of an undaunted tempei , and indeed childien 
are generally acute physiognomists, and not only pleased by 
tliat which IS beautiful m itself, hut peculiarly quick m dis- 
tinguishing and loplying 'to -the attentions of those who really 
love them If they see a person in company, though a perfect 
stranger, who is by natuie fond of children, the bttle imps seem 
to discover it by a sort of freemasonry, while Ihe awkward 
attempts of those who make advances to them for the puiqiose 
of iccommendmg themselves to Ihe parents usually fail in 
attracting their xecipiocal attention The httle hoy, theiefoxc, 
appeared m some degree sensible of the lad^s caaesse^ and it 
was with difficulty ^e ‘withdrew hersdf from his pdlow to 
afiTord him leisuie for necessary repose 

'To whom belongs oui little lescued vailetl’ was tlic first 
question which the Lady of Aveud put to her handmaiden 
Liliae, when they had letiiod to the baD 

' To an okL woman m the hamlet^' said Libni^ * who is even 
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noii\ come so fai os the portci’s lodgo to inquire coiiceming his 
bafety Is it your ploasuio that she be adnutted f * 

* Is it my pleasure said the Lady of Avenoli cclioing the 
question ^Mth a stiong accent of displeasuio and smpnse , 'can 
you make any douht of it? What 'noman but must pty the 
agony of tbe niothoz uhose heait is throbbing foi the safe^ of 
(I child so lovely i ’ 

' Na3% but^ madam}’ said LiliaSj ' this ^oman is too old to bo 
the mothci of the child ; I lathcr think she must he Ins grand- 
mothoi} 01 some moio distant lolation ’ 

'Be she ivho she 'willi Lilias/ icphed the lady, 'she must 
have an aching hcnit 'wlule the safety of a cicatuio so lovely is 
uncertain instantly and bimg hoi hither Besides, 1 
would wilhngly Icam somethmg concerning his bnth ’ 

Lilias left the hdll, and pioscntly .ifteiwaids letumed, 
usheimg m a tall female veiy poorly diessed, yet with moio 
pictension to dooency and cleanliness tluin vras usually com- 
bined with such coaiBO gaimcnts Tlie Lady of Avondl knew 
lici figiiie tlio instant she presented herself It was the fhshion 
of the family that} upon omy Sabbath, and on tiro evenings 
in tlie week beside^ Hcniy WaMen pioached oi lectuicd m the 
chapel at the castle Tlio extension ^ the Piotestant faith was. 


the Knight of Avouel The inh^itants of the village weio 
theiefoio invited to attend upon the mstiuotxons of Henry 
Walden, and many of them weie speedily Avon to the dootnne 
which their master and proteotoi approved Those seimon^ 
homilies, and Icctuies had made a gieat impression on the mind 
of the Abbot Eustace, oi Bustatius, and woie a snfficiei^ spur 
to the seventy and sharpness of his controvert with his old 
follow -collegiato, and, ere Queen Maiy was dethroned, Md 
while the Cathohes still hod consideiablo anlboiily in ^e 
Boidci provinces, ho more than once threatened to W 
vaBBols, and assail and loiel with the eaith that stion^oW of 
heiesT, the Castle of Ai'enol But notw ithstMiding &e abbot's 
impotent resentment, and notwitbstondmg also tiio di^itoa- 
tion of the country to favour tho new loligion, Hcmr Warto 

!»»»»“ 


oonveits from tno raitn oi 

Amoi^t those who gave most earnest and cons^t 
on hiB miuistiy was tho aged woman, . i , 

otherwise too lemarkable to be forgotten, tbe ladyjiad ^^^^^^ 
obseived fiequently as bemg oonspionous amongst the bttio 
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andience. She had indeed moio than once desued to know 
who that stately-looking 'a Oman )iihose appeaiancc hO 
much aboro the poverty of hci vestments. But the icply had 
al'\\ay8 been that she was an Englishwoman^ who was tarrying 
foi a season at the hamleti and that no one knou more con- 
cemiug her She now asked hm aftw hei name and birth. 

'Mf^dalen Giamie is my name/ said the woman ^ come 
of the Grmmcs of Heathoigill» in Nicol h^orest, a people of 
ancient blood/ 

^ And what moke you,’ coutmued the lady, ‘so far distant 
fiomyouL hiomel* 

‘ I have no home,’ said Magdalen Gneme ‘ it w'as burnt by 
your Bordei iidete , my husband and my son were skm , theie 
lb not a drop’s blo^ left m the veins of any one which is of 
km to mine ’ 

‘ That IB no uncommon fata in these wild tames, and in this 
unsetUod laud,’ said the lady , ‘the English hands have been 
as deeply dyed m oui blood as evei those of Scotsmen liave 
been m yoms ’ 

‘ You have n^t to say it, lady/ answered Magdalen Gimme , 
‘for men tell of a time when this castle was not stiong enough 
to save your fathia/s life, oi to afford youi mother and hei 
infant a place of refuge. And why ask ye dien, wheiefoie 
1 dwell not in mme own home, and with mine own peopleT 

‘It was mdeed an idle question,’ answered the lady, ‘where 
misery so often makes waiideiers , but wheiefoie take refuge lu 
a hostile countiyr 

‘Myneighbovm were Popidi and maes-mongens,’ said the 
md woman ; ‘ it has pleased Heaven to give me a cleaier si^t 
w the Gospel, aud I have tamed bcie to enioy the ministry 
of that w^y man Heuiy Warden, who, to the piaise and 
comfort of many, teaoheth the Erangel in truth and m 
sincerity ’ 

|Arc you poorr again demanded the Lady of AveneK 
wonm^ ^ of no one,’ answered the Englisli- 


.t “• mnane/bf the woman xsas. 

If not disrespeotfu], at least much less than graoioxia ; and she 
^pei^ to give no encouragement to fai-tlier communication. 
Ino Lady of Avenel renewed the conversation on a different 
topic. « 

plRc^?t * ** dangei m -ahich your hoy has been 
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* I Imve, Ifidy, and Iioa^ bj an cspccud pzondonco he watf" 
1 CHciicd from death Maj Heaven inako him thaukfuli and me 

MVlint relation do }ou bc«u to himT 

' I am hiB grandmothori ladyi jf it so please you , the only 
1 elation ho liath loft upon earth to take ohoiigc of him ' 

* Tlio bnrdcn of his maiutcnanco mnst noccssonly be giievoiis 
to } on III your deserted situation t ’ pursued the lady 

* I have complained of it to no onci’ said Magdalen Gitemci 
with the same uiimo\ed| dry, and unconcomed tone of voice in 
uliich she had nnstvcicd all the foimcr questions 

*lft' said the Lady of Avcnol, ^your gnindohild could bo 
leccncd into a noble family, would it not advantage both him 
and you?’ 

‘ llccoivcd into a noble family • ’ said the old Momaii, drawing 
herself up, and bending lier brows until her foiehead was 
wiinklcd into a frown of unusual seventy, ^and for what pm- 
pose, I piaj’’ j ou ?— to bo my lady's page, or my lord's lack-mon, 
to e>it broken \xctua1b, and contend with other menials for the 
remnants of the master's meal? Would ha\e him to fan 


tlio flics fiom my lady’s face while she sleeps, to cyiy her train 
while she walks, to hand her trencher when she ieed^ to ndo 
before hei on liorseback, to walk after her on foot, to smg when 
she lists, and to bo silent ■when she bids? — a voiy weathercock, 
whu^, though furnished in appearance with wings and plumage, 
cannot soar into the an — cannot fly fiom tlio spot where it is 
perched, but receives all its impulses, and performs all its revolu- 
tion^ obedient to t!io changeful bicatli of a vain woman? 
'When the eagle of Helvollyn perohes on t!ie towei of Lanei- 
cost, and turns and changes his place to show how Uie wind sits, 
Roland Grmme shall bo what you woidd make him ' 

The woman spoke witli a rapidity and vehemence which 
scorned to have m it a touch of insanity, and a sudden sense 
of tho daxigci to which the child must nccessaiily bo exposed 
in tho cbaige of such a keepor increased tho lady's desire to 
keep him m tho oastle, if poMible 

' You mistake me^ dome,' she said, addressing tlie old woman 
in a soothing mandbi , ‘I do not wish yom boy to bo m atond- 
ance on myself, but upon tlie good knight my husband- 
he himself the son of a bolted earJ, he could not better bo 
to arms, and all tliat befits a gentleman, than by the instnio- 
tioDS and discipline of Sir Halbert Glendinning 

«Ay/ answered the old woman, m the same style <rf hi^ 
irony, ‘ I know the wages of that bcmc(H-a curse when tho 
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corslet 18 not sufficiently brightenedi ti blow when the girth 
IS not tightly diawii , to be beaten becauso the hounds are at 
fault , to be levded because the foray la unsuccessful ; to stam 
luB for the xnasteib bidding in the blood alike of beast 
and of man ^ to be a butcher of harmless deei, a murderer and 
defacer of Gkid’s own imc^^ not at his own plcasuie, but at that 
of his had j to hve a biaulmg ruffian, and a common stabber 
— exposed to heat, to cold, to want of food, to all the pnvations 
of on anchoret, n^ foi the love of God, but foi the service of 
Satan^ to die by the gibbet, or in some obscure skirmi^ , to 
sleep out bis biief hfe m carnal secunty, and to awake m the 
eternal fue which is nevm quenched * 

‘Nay,’ said the Lady of Avend, ‘but to such unhallowed 
course of life your grandson wdl not be here exnosed My 
husband is just and kind to those who hve undei nis banner, 
and you yocucself well know that youth have heie a stnet as 
'v\ell as a good preoeptoi in the person of oui chaplain ’ 

The old woman appealed to pause 

* You have naxue^’ she said, ‘the only mroumstanoe uhich 
can move me I must soon onwaid, the vision has said it • I 
must not tarry in the same spot — 1 must on — 1 must on, it is 
my weird Swear, then, that you uill protect the boy as if he 
weie }*our own, untd 1 return hither and daim him, and 1 will 
consent foi a space to part with hun But especially sweai, 
he shall not lack the mstniction of the godly man who hath 
placed the Gospel truth high above those idolatrous shavdingb, 
the monks and fnars ’ 

‘Be satisfied, dame,’ said the Lady of Avenel, ‘the boy 
sball hove as mudi care as if he were bom of my can blood 
Will you see bun non 

‘ No,’ ansa ered the old woman, sternly , ‘ to part is enough 
1 go foitli on my own mission I will not soften my heart hy 
useless tears and umhngs, as one that is not called to a duty ’ 

‘ Will you not accept of sometlimg to aid you in your pdgnm* 
agof ’ said the Lady of Avenel, putting into her hand two crowns 
of the sun The old woman flung them down on the table 
‘Am I of the race of Cam,’ she said, ‘p^nid lady, that you 
ofibr me gold lu exchange for my own fl^h blood 1 ’ 

‘I had no such meanmg,’ said the lady, gently, ‘nor am I 
the pond woman you term me Alas * my own fortunes might 
liavc taught me hunuhty, even had it not been bom with me ’ 
The old woman seemed somewhat to relax her tone of 
seventy. 
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' You arc of gentio blood/ sbc BfUd^ ' dso ire bad not parleyed 
tiiuB long togctiiGi You are of gentle blood, and to sudi/ she 
added, dmn ing up her tall foim ns i^o i^oke, *pnde is as giaoe- 
ful as IS tlie plume upon the bonnet But for these pieces of 
gold, lady, yon must needs lesnme them I need not money 
I am well piorided , and 1 may not care for myself, noi thmk 
hou, or by whom, I shall be sustained Farewel}, and keep 
youi Mold Cause youi gates to be opened and your bndges 
to be loweied I irill set forward this reiy night When I 
come again 1 will demand horn you a stnot account^ fbi I have 
left you the jewel of my life < Sleep ml] visit me but in 
snatches, food will noi leficsh mo^ icst will not lestoie my 
stiength, until I see Boland Gimme Once farewell ' 

' Make youi obeisance, dame,’ said Lilias to Ma^alen Grasme, 
as she Tobved — ’ make your obeisance to her ladyships and thank 
her for her goodness, os is but htting and nght ’ 

The old woman turned shoit loimd on the officious waitmg- 
maid ’ Let hei make hei obeisance to me then, and I will 
letum it Whyshould I bend to her? — is it because her kirtle 
IS of silk, and mine of blue lockaram ? Go tci^ my lady’s waiting- 
Moman Enow that the rank of the man rates &at of the 
wife, and tlrnt she who znamos a churl’s son, weie she a king’s 
daughter, is but a peasant’s bndo ’ 

Lilios was about to r^Iy in gicat indignation, but bei mis- 
tress imposed silence on her, and oonunanded that the old 
woman sWuld be saMy conducted to the mainland 

‘Conduct hei safe * ’ evclaimed the incensed waiting>-woman, 
while Magdalen Giieme left the apartment , *I say, duck her in 
the loch, and tiien we will see whether she is witch or nol^ as 
everybody in tlic village of Loohside will say and sweai ^ I 
marvel youi ladyship could bear so long with her insolenM ’ 
But the oommauds of the lady were obeyed, and the old uam^ 
dismissed from the castle^ was commtted to her fortune Me 
kept her word, and did not long abidle in that place, leaving the 
hamlet on the very night sncceedmg the interview, and wandei- 
lug no one asked whither The Lady of Avend inquired undw 
what mroumstanceh she had appealed among them, but could 
only learn that she was bdiov^ to be the widow of 
of consequence among the Grsemes who then mhabited the 
Debateable Land, a name given to a oertam portion of temtoiy 
which was the fiequent subject of dispute hetwivt Scotiand 
En^nd, that die had suffered great iviong m some of toe 
freq^nt fomys 1^- whidi that unfortunate distnct was wasted. 
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and had been dnven from her dwdling-plaoe* She had amved 
m the hamlet no one knew for what purpose^ and was held hj 
some to he a witchj 1]y others a zealous Protestant^ and hr 
others again a Catholic devotee. Her language was nn^cfrious, 
her manners repulsive, and all that could he collected 
from her conversation seem^ to imply that she was under the 
influence either of a spell or of a vow — ^theie was no saying 
which, smcc she talked as one who under a powerful and 
external agency 

Such were the particulars which the lady’s inquiries were 
able to oc^ect concenung Mi^dalen Gxsem^ being for too 
meagre and oontiadxctoiy to anthonse any satisfoctoiy deduc- 
tion. In truth, the nusenes of the time^ and the vanons turns 
of fote incidental to a frontier oountay, were perpetually chas- 
ing from their habitations those who had not the means of 
defence or protection. These wanderers in the land were too 
often seen to excite much attention or sympathy. They re- 
ceived the cold relief wMch was extorted by general fedmgs 
of humanity; a little exdted in mms breasts, and perhaps 
rather chilled m others, by the recollection that they who 
gave the chanty to-day might themsdves want it to-mortow. 
Magdalen Gncme, thez^ore, came and departed like a shadow 
from the neighbourhood of Avenel Castle 

The boy whom Providence, as she thot^ht, had thus strangely 
placed under her care^ was at once established a fovounte with 
the lady of the castle How could it be otherwise f He became 
the object of those afiectionate feelings whidi, flndmg fonneily 
no object on which to espand thezusclves, hod mcreased th*e 
gloom of the castle, and embittered the sohtude of its mistress. 
To teadi him reading and wnting as for as her skill went, to 
attend to his duldish comforts, to watch his boyish sporti^ 
became the lady’s fovounte amusement. In her* cmmmstancesi, 
where the car only heard the lowing of the cattle from the dis> 
tant hUls, or the heavy step of the warder as he walked upon 
hia post, or the half-envied laugh of her maiden as she turned 
her wheel, the appearance of ue blooming and beautiful b<y 
gave an interest which can hardly be ooncet'^d 1^ those who 
live amid gi^er or busier scenes Toung Boland was to the 
Lady of Avenel what the flower which occupies the window of 
some solitary captive is to the poor tnght by whom it is nursed 
md cultivated--something which at once "excited and repaid 
her care; and in ^vmg the boy her affection, she felt, as it 
were, grateful to lum for releasing her from the state of dull 
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apathy m Tiliich she had UBually fotmd lieisolf dm mg the 
absence of Sir Halbert Glendinning 

Bnt even the oliarma of this blaming favomite veie unablo 
to ohasc the lecuning apprehensions 'nhioh arose from her 
husband’s piociastmated letnm Soon after Boland Graimo 
booaTne a icsidcnt at the castle, a groom, despatched l^ Sir 
Halbert^ brought tidings that business of importance still 
delayed the Imi^t at the court of Holyiood The more dis- 
tant peiiod 'uhich the xnossengei had assigned foi his master’s 
arrival at length glided away, summer melted into autumn, 
and autumn wros about to give place to winter, and yet ho 
came not 



CHAPTER m 


Tiw wantns hamst-moon daiose l}road and bn^t, 

The carders bom vraa heard at dead of ni^ti 
Aad while the folding portalB wide were flungi 
'With trampliDg hoofo the locky pavement rung 

LnTXNSs; 

'And you, to<^ would be a soldier, BokndV said tbo Lady of 
Avenel to her young charge, \^hile, seated on a stone chan at 
one end of the battlements, she saw the boy attempt with a 
long stick to mumc the motions of ihe warder as he alternately 
shouldered, or ported, or doped pike 

'Yes, lady,’ said the boy, for he was now familiai, and 
icphcd to her questions w ith readiness and alacrity — ' a soldier 
wdl 1 he , for there no^ei was genileiman hut who belted him 
with the brand ' 

'Tiiou a gentleman 1’ said Lilias, who^ as usual, was in 
attendance; 'such a gentleman as I would make of a bean- 
cod with a nisty knife ’ 

'Kay, chide him not, Liha^ said the Lady of Avund, ‘for, 
bedurew me, but 1 thmk he comes of gentle blood , see how it 
musters in his face at your injurious repioof.’ 

'Had I my will, answered Lihos, * a good biichcii 

wand should make his ooloui muster to better purpose sMl.’ 

' On my woid, Lilias,’ said the lady, ' one would think yon 
had icooived liarm from the pooi boy, oi is he so fax on the 
frosty side of yova favour because he enjoys the sunny side of 
mmo?' 

‘Oyer Heaven’s forbode, my lady'* an^hrered Lilm; *I 
have hied too long with gentles, I praise my stars fbi it, to 
fight with either folhes or fantasies, whothei thev relate to 
beast, bird, oi boy ’ 

Ld^ was a favounto m her own class, a ^qioiled domestic, 
and often accustomed to take more liconsc than her mistress 
was at all times willing to enoourago But what did not jdease 
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the Lndy of A%cncl she did not cliooio to hoar, and thus it 
\ins on the present occasion She rosolicd to look more close 
and Bhar|>ly after tho boy, vrho had hitherto been committed 
chiony to the management of Lihns He must, bho thought, 
bo lx>m of gcntlo blood, it were shame to think othemise of 
a foim bO noble and features so fair, tho vciy \sildncsa in 
l^hlch he occasionally indulged, hxs contempt of dai^cr and 
inijintiencc of rcstFatnf^ had in them something noble assuredly 
tho child \\ as bom of high rank Such was her conclusion, and 
bho acted upon it accordingly The domestics around her, less 
jealous or less scrupulous than Lxlios, acted as sonants usually 
do, following tho bia% and flattering, for their ovin puiposcs, the 
Inunonr, of the lady , and the boy soon took on him those airs 
of supononty uhich the sight of habitual deference soldoxn 
fails to ii]S2>iro It seemed, in truth, ns if to command vrete 
his natnml bphcFC, so easily did he use himbolf to exact and 
receive comphanco uith his huxnouis Tlic diaplain, mdeed, 
might haic intctposcd to cheek the air of assumption uhich 
Roland Gnome so readily indulged, and most probably \rould 
have uilhngly rondoicd him that favour, but the necessity of 
adjusting 'oitli his brethren some disputed points of church 
discipline had vnthdraun him for some time from Iho oastli^ 
and detained him in a distant part of the kingdom 

Matters stood thus in the Oastlo of A^oncl, uhen a 'omdod 
bugle sent its shnll and prolonged notes from the dioro of tho 
lakc^ and uas replied to chccnly by the signal of tho uardor 
Tho Lady of Aiond kneor tho sounds of her husband, and 
rushed to tlic uindoTv of tho apartment m 'nhich she uas 
sitting A band of about thirty* i^carmen, uith a pennon 
displayed before tlicm, uindcd along the indented shores of the 
lake, and ar^roached the causeuay A single horseman rode 
at tho head of tho party, Ins bnght arms catching a glance of 
tho October sun as he moved steadily along Even at that 
distance, the lady recognised the lofty plume, beonng the 
mingled colours of her oun livonca and rooso of Glendonvrync, 
blended with the holly*^bninch , and tho firm seat and digiimed 
^ demeanour of the nder, joined to the stately motion of tho 
dark-broa n steed, sufiSmentiiy announced Hslb^ Glenduming* 
The lady’s first thought ‘was that of lapturous jpy at her 
husband’s return, hm second was oonneoted witii a fear which 
had sometimes intruded itself, that he might not altogether 
approve tlie peculiar distinction with which she had tieated her 
oiphan uord In this fear there was implied a consciousness 
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tibat lihe favour sho kd diowu bm vras cxceosive, for Halbert 
Glesduming vras at least as gentle and indulgent as he w 
firm and rational in the interoourse of his household , and to 
her, in parUoular, his oonduot had evei been most afibctiouately 
tender 


Yet she did feai that, on &e present occasion, her^ conduct 
might incui Su Halbert^s censure, and hastily resolving that 
she urould not mention the anecdote of the hoy until the next 
dav, she oidered him to be withdrawn fiom the apartment by 
Lilias 


^ I will not go with Lilias, madam,’ anfmered the spoiled 
child, who bad moie than once earned hm pomt by pasevei- 
ane^ and who, hke his betters, delighted m the eieicise of such 
authority—* I will not go to Lilias’s gousty loom , I will stay 
and see tkA have wamor who comes ndmg so gallantly along 


* You must not stay, Boland,’ said the lady, more p<^tivoly 
lan she usually speike to her httle bvoimte 
*I will,’ reiterated the hw, who had already felt his con- 

l a * 


* , vi. WUWWWQ 

You Boland’’ answered the lady, *wkt mannei of 
word IS that? I tell you, you must go ’ 

***Wdl,”’answeied the forward boy, *isaw(nd fbi aman, 
and “must” is no word for a kdy ’ 

‘You are ssuqy, sin^’ said the lady *Liks, take him 
with you instantly’ 

‘I always fought,’ said Liha^ smiling, os she seized the 
rductant hoy by the arm, *tkt my young mastei must give 
place to my old one* 

‘Ana]fimtooamiMUport,mi8lMss,’sMd^^ ‘HaA 
the clmnged, that ye all of you linu fareet youieelTes ! ' 
Lihas made ao reply, but led off the hoy, who* too proud to 


UH.1WU uia oBuemesress a glance 

w V defied 

to authon^ had he possessed the power to make good his 
pmntb ® 




22 


WAVJ 5 RLi:y XOVliLS 


i\’’cat2n^ the rosi of his ann--, entered the aJ^lrtnJCllt lIis appear^ 
nuco banished the thouglits of cvcrj’lhing clsc^ she rushed 
to luru, clasped Ins iioii*shcathecl fnimo in her arms, and kissed 
Ins iniirtml and inaiil^ faoc i\ith an ufleotiou nhich a os at ouco 
evident nud miicoic The^vanior letunicsl hei ombnioo and 
liot curesH With the same fondness / for the time whidi liad 
pa'^sed Miico their union htid dmiinishod its loinautxc ardour, 
pciliniiSi but It had lathoi incrcabcd its rational tenderness, and 
Sii Jlttlbcrt GIcnduinin^B long and frequent absences fiom his 
castle had prcicntcd ailcction fi om degcnenitmg by imbit into 
indiflcrctiGc 

When the first eagci gieetings woio paid and loccncd, the 
lady guzed fondly on her husband’s fate as she lemarked— 
*Yoii aic nitcrcdi Halbert jou lm\o nddcn liard and fai 
to-diiy, 01 3UU hu'vo been illT 

* I liaic been well, Mai},' aiibwcicd tlio kiugbt— 'liassuigwell 
hnro I been , and a long iide is to me, tbon linowest> but 
a tiling of coiiblant cubtoni Thobo who arc bom noble may 
bl umbel out tlicii h\cs within the walls of their cabtlca and 
manui<]ioiisC'»« but he who hath achieved nobilitj bylusow'u 
deeds mubt o\ci bo in the saddle^ to show tliat ho ments hib 
achaiicomoiit ' 

ttTiile he spoke tlius, the Indy gazed fondl} on him, as if 
endeasounng to read liia inmost soul, foi the tone in wlncli ho 
spoke was that of melancholy depression 

Sn Hftllioit Glcndinmng was tlic same, yetn diffcicnt peison 
from whiit he had appeared in Ins enxly years The fimy 
freedom of the aspinng youtli had gi'ien place to the 
and stem composiiic of the appioied soldiei and skilful 
politician There wcio deep traces of care on those noble 
fcatuies, ovei which cacli emotion used formerly to pass hke 
light clouds across a summei sky That sky was now, not 
pcrliaps clouded, but still and grave, like tliat of the sober 
autumn evening The foxelieod was higher and moio bare than 
m caily youth, and the lodes which clustered thick om 
cLuk on the Warner's head weic worn away at the temples, not 
by ago, but b}' tlie constant piossure of the steel cap, or bolmet 
His beard, according to the fashion of the times, grew diort 
and thick, and was turned into mustochios on the upper Ji^ and 
peaked at the extremity The diedc, weatherbeatM and em- 
browned, had lost tlio glow of youth, but showed the vig^us 
oomplexton of active and confirmed manhood Halb^ GIm- 
riwnm^ ^\a 8 , lu u wold, u kmght to ndc at a king's nght hand, 
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nllmucc To some of these T tins dcsp<ito}icd on InisiDCjS os 
important an it tins necrct I nent in safety, and I returned 
111 ficonntj tlicro ib more danger to a xunii’s life betnixt this 
and Ilolyrood tliiui in a)] the sens that na&h the low lauds of 
irolhinr] * 

'And tlio country, my Ifnlboit^ and the people^* said the 
lad}, 'me they like oiir kiiidl} Scots? or what bcaniig ha^c 
they to strangers ?' 

'TJio} are a people, ^farr, sttong in their wealth, which 
renders all other uatioiib weak, and weak in tlio&c arts of wai 
by winch other nations are btroug ' 

'I do not understand you,’ b<ud the lad} 

'Tiio Hollander and the Fleming, pom foith their 

spirit in trade, and not in war, tlioirwc«uth purchases them 
tlic arms of foreign soldiery by whoso aid they defend it 
TJioy elect dikes on the sea-shore to protect the land which 
tlioy have won, and they le%y regiments of the stubborn 
Switrcrs luid liardy Gennans to protect the troobmes winch tiicy 
}ia\o amassed And tlius they ore strong in their weakness, 
for tlio \ciy wealth which tempts their masters to despoil 
them arms stmngets ni their behalf ’ 

' The slothful hiiidb > ’ exclaimed Mary, thinkmg and feelmg 
like a Scotswoman of the pciiod, 'ha\e they houdB, and fight 
not for the land wduch Lore them 7 They should be notched 
ofi at the elbow ^ ’ 

' 2 ^ay, that were but luiid justice,’ answered her husband, 
'for tboii bauds serve their country, tliough not m battle, like 
ours Look at these barreu liills^ ^lifary, and at that deep 
winding lole by whicli the Ciittlo are e\ou now leturuing from 
their scanty browse The hand of the mdusenous Flemmg 
would cover these mouiituus with wood, and raise corn where 
we now SCO a starved and scanty sward ^ heath and ling It 
giiG\es me, Maiy, when I look on that laud, and think wliat 
benefit it might icccivo from, such mou as I have lately seen — 
men who seek not tlie idle fame denved from dead ancestor^ 
or the bloody renown won in modern broils^ but tread along 
the land os pesqnrcrs and improvers, not as t}*nuits and 
destro}orb’ 

'These amendments would here he but a vain ijan<y, my 
Halbert,’ atisweicd the Lady of Avenol 'the trees would be 
burnt by the English foemeu cic they ceased to be sbrubfif, and 
the gram that you raised would be gathered m by the first 
noighbom that possessed more iiders thou follow youi train. 
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\fhj filiould you repme at thiBl The fate tiiat made you 
Scotsxnau by birth gave you bead, and hearty and hand to 
uphold the name as it must needs be upheld ’ 

‘ It gave me no name to uphold,’ said Halbert, pacing the 
floor dowly, ^my atm has been foremost in evexy stnf^ xny 
voice luks b^ heard in every council, nor have the vkisest 
rebuked me. The ciaffy Lethington, the deep and dark 
Morton, have held secret council vnth me, and Grange and 
Lindesay have owned that m the field I did the devmr of a 
gallant knight, but let the emergence be passed when th^ 
need my head and hand, and they only know me as son of 
the obscure portioner of Glendeaig ’ 

This was a theme which the lady always dreaded , for the 
rank conferred on her husband, tbe favour in winch he was 
held by the powerful Earl of Murray, and the high talents by 
which he vi^icated his n^t to tl^t rank and that favour, 
were qualities which rather mcreased than dimimshed the envy 
which was harboured agmnst Sir Halbert Glendmmng among a 
proud aristocracy, as a person originally of inferior and obscure 
burth, who bad risen to bis present emmence solely by his 
personal ment. The natural firmness of his nund^did not 
enable him to despise the ideal advantages of a higher pedigree, 
which were held m such umversal esteem by all with whom he 
conversed , and so open are the noblest minds to jealous incon- 
sisteu<^ that there were moments in vrhich he felt mortified 
that his lady should possess those advantages of birth ntiH iiigh 
descent whim he huo^lf did not enjoy, and regretted that his 
importance as the proprietor of Avend was qualified by 
possessix^ it only as the husband of the heiress He was not so 
unjust as to permit any unworthy fedmgs to re tain pernuuumt 
poaseaaion of his mmd, but yet they lecuired from tune to 
tim^ and did not escape his lady’s anxious observation 

* Had we been blessed with duldien,’ die was wont on such 
occaaons to say to herself—* had our blood been m a sou 

uho m^iht have jomed my advantages of descent with my 
husband’s personal worth, these painful and irksome refleo- 
Ucm had not disturbed our muon c%en f«r a moment. But 
^ such an heir, m whom our n- ffiy -tnijnsj as 
well M our pretensions, m^t have centred, has been denied 
to us’ 

“With such mutual feelmgs, it cannot be wondered that it 
p>ve the lady pam to hear her husband verging towards this 
topic of mutual discontent On the present, as on other sumlar 
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occasions; she cndcavourod to dn crt the kmght’s thoughts from 
this painful channel 

‘ How can you/ she said, * auffoi youiaelf to dwell upon things 
uhioh profit nothing? Hare you indeed no name to uphold? 
You the good and tlic brave, the ivise m council and the strong 
in battle, have you not to suppoit the reputation youi own 
deeds have won — a reputation moie lionouiable than mere 
ancestry can supply? Good men love and liououi you, the 
wicked feai and the turbulent obey you ; and is it not ncces* 
saiy you should exert yourself to ensure endurance of that 
love, that honour, that wholesome fear, and that necessary 
obedience ? ’ 

As slie thus spoke, the eye of her husband caught from hers 
courage and comfort, and it hghtened as he took her hand and 
replied, * It is most tme, my Mary, and 1 deserve thy rebuke, 
who foiget what I am, in ropming because I am not wiiat I 
cannot be lam now what the most famed ancestors of those 


I envy uere^ the mean man raised into eminence by his own 
exeitions, and sure it is a boast os honourable to have those 
capacities which are ueoessary to the foundation of a family as 
to be descended from one who possessed them some ceutunes 
before The Hay of Luncaiby who bequeatlied his bloody yoke 
to hia lineage, ^e ‘^dark grey man” who first founded the 
house of Douglas, had yet less of ancestry to boast than 1 have 
For thou knowes^ Mary, that my name donves itself from a hne 
of ancient warriors, although my immediate forefathers pro- 
foned the humble station m which thou didst first find them, 
and war and counsel are not less propoi to the house of Qlen- 
donwra^^ even in its most remote descendants, than to the 
proudest of then baronage ’ 

He strode aoioss the haU as he spoke , and the lady smiled 
internally to observe liow much his mind dwelt upon the pre- 
rogatives of birth, and endeavoured to establish his chums, 
however remote^ to a share m them, at the very moment when 


ho afieoted to hold them m contempt It will easily be guessed, 
however, that i^e permitted no symptom to escape her that 
could show she was sensible of the we^ess of her husband — a 
perspicacity which perhaps his proud spirit could not very easily 
have brooked 


As he returned from the extrenuty of the hall, to which he 
had stalked while m the act of vmdicatmg the title of tho 
house of Glendonwyne m its most remote biauobes to tho full 
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gazed witli au attention, not unnunglcd with fear, upon the 
btately form of tho knight ^Holand,’ said the lad}, 'go kiss 
the hand of the noble knight, and ask bun to bo thy protector* 
But Boland obeyed not, and, keeping his station, continued to 
gaze fixedly and timidly on Sir Halbert Glendmning • Go to 
the knight, boy/ said the lady, 'what dost thou fear, child? 
Go kiss Sir Halbert’s hand ’ 

'I will kiss no hand save youn^ lady,' answered tho bo) 
'Nay, but do os you are commanded, child,’ replied tlio Jad>, 
' He 18 dabbed by your presence,’ she boid, apologising to lici 
liusband , ' but is ho not a handsome ho) ? ’ 

' And so IS Wolf/ said Sir Halbert, os ho patted his huge 
four-footed favoimte, ' a handsome dog , but he has this double 
ad\antage o%ci your new fcnonntc, that he docs wliathc is 
commanded, and hears not w hen ho ib praibcd ’ 

'Nay, now you are displeased with me,’ loplicd the lad^ , 
'and yet wh} should you bo so? There ib nothing wrong iii 
relieving tho distressed orphan, or in loving that which is in 
itbclf lo%cly and deserving of affection But 3'ou]ia\c been 
Mr Warden at Edinburgh, and ho lins sot you against the poor 
boy* 

' My dear Alary/ answered her liusband, ' Mr Warden bcttci 
knows hib place than to presume to interfere either in jam 
afiliirs oi m mine I neither bliimc^oui reIio\ing thib lioy nor 
^-our kindness for him But I think, ooiiHidcntig his biilh and 
prospects, 3011 ought not to treat him with injudicious fondness 
which can only end in reudenng him unfit for the humble 
bituation to which Hca\cii has dcbigucd Intu ' 

' Nay, but, m3* Ifalbcrt, do but look at the ho3*/ wud the 
Lidj, 'and bcc whether lie has not the air of being iiitoiidcd liy 
Heaven for something nobler tlian a mere peasant May ho 
not be dcMgiicd, as otherb have been, to me out of 11 huuilile 
Mtuation into honour and cminencG?' 

Tliiib far had she proceeded, when the consciotibiicHs that she 
was trending u]x>n delicate ground at once occurred to lici, and 
induced her to take the most natural but the worst of nil courses 
on such ocCiisions vdiethcr iii coiiverbation or 111 nn ncLnal Uig, 
nameh, tluit of stopping suddculj blinrt in tho illiiHinitioii 
whirh she had comtncncc^^ Ifcr brow enmsoned, and tint of 
Sir Halbert Glendinuiiig was shghflj* overciiMt Bnt it was unlj 
for nil iiisUint, for he was incnpableof mistal^ing hiH Indy's 
uicAiimg, or buppostug that she meant inteiitiorial diTPHpcct 
to hhn 
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'Be it you please, my love/ be iei)licd; *I o'Ag you too 
much to contradict you in aught which may render your 
Bolitaiy mode of life more cndiimblo Make of this youtii w hat 
you will, and you have my full authority for doing so, but 
remember ho is your charge, not mine Remember lie hath 
limbs to do man’s scrnce, a soul and a tongue to worship God , 
breed him, therefore, to bo true to his ooiintiy and to Hcasen | 
and for the rcst^ dispose of him as you list It is, and sliall icst, 
your o\ni matter ’ 

This ooDVcmtion decided the fate of Roland Gneme, wlio 
from thenceforward wros little noticed by the mastei of the 
mansion of Arcnel, but indulged and favoured its mistress 

This situation led to many important consequences, and, in 
truth, tended to bnng forth the character of ^ic youth in all 
its brood lights and deep shadows As the kniglit himself 
seemed tacitly to disclaim alike mterest and control oscr the 
immediate faveunto his lady, youi^ Roland was, by ciicum- 
stances, exempted from the stnet disciphno to whicli, as tlio 
retainer of a Srottish man of rank, he would othciwiso have 
boon subjected, accordmg to all the ngour of the ago But the 
steward, or master of the household-— such wras the proud title 
assumed by the head domestic of each petty baron — deemed it 
not advisable to interfere writh the favounte of the lady, and 
espceiolly ^cc she had brought the estate into the present 
fa^y. Master Jasper Wingate was a man experience^ as ho 
often boasted, in the ways of great families and knew how to 
keep the steerage even, when wrmd and tide chanced to be in 
contradiction 


This prudent personage winked at much, and avoided giving 
OTportnnity for further offence, by requesting little of Roland 
Qnemo beyond the degree of attention which he was himself 
disposed to TOy , nghlay conjectunng that^ hcwevei lowly the 
ptew which the youth might hold in the favom of the Knight 
of Aveml, still to make an evil report of him would make on 
the lady, wilhout secunng the jfhvour of her husband 
Vvxth these prudential considerationB, and doubtless not without 
an op to hiB owm ease and convenience, he«»taught the boy as 
much, and only as much, as he chose to Icam, readily admittmir 
whatever apology It pleased his pupil to allege in excuse 
iffleness w n^ligencc As the other persons in the castle to 
whom ^ were delegated readily imitated the pmdentaal 
induct ^ the majoivdomo, there was little control used towaids 
iioland Grasme, who, of course, learned no moie tlian what a 
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\oiy active mind, and a totid impationco of absolute idlencsi^ 
led ]iim«to acquue upon his o\in account^ and by dint of bis 
own cxeitions Tho latter were especially earnest when the 
lady heiself oondesoended to be bis tutoress or to 
his progiess 

It followed also, fioin bis quality as my ladj ’a favouiit^ tliat 
Noland was viewed with no peculiai good’-will by tlie follo\^ors 
of the hnigbt^ many of who^ of the same age, and apparently 
similai ongm, with the fortunate page, w'ore subjected to Bevcie 
observance of the ancient and ngoious discipline of a feudal 
letamer To these, Noland Graime was, of couise, an object of 
envy, and, in consequence, of disbke and detraction , but the 
youth possessed qualities which it was impossible to depmoiate 
Piide and a sense of early ambition did foi bun what seveiily 
and constant instruction did for otliem In truth, the youthful 
Noland displayed that early flexibility both of b^y and mind 
which renders exercise, eithei mental oi bodily, rathei matter 
of sport than of study, and it seemed as if he acquired aooi- 
dentelly, and by stait^ those acoompbshmente which earnest 
and constant instraotion, enfoiced by fiequ^t reproof and 
occasional ohastisemont, Imd taught to others Such xnilitazy 
exercise^ such lessons oi the penod, as he found it agreeable 
or Qonvonient to apply to, he learned so peifoctly as to con- 
found those who were ignoiant how often tiie want of constant 
application is compensated by vivacity of talent and ardent 
enthusiasm The lads, therefore, who were more reguloily 
tiained to aims, to horsemanship, and to other necctoiy 
Gxeicises of the peiiod, wlule they envied Nolaud Griomo the 
mdulgenoe or ni^ligence with which he seemed to be treated, 
had httle leason to boast of their own supenoi acquirements 
a few hours, with the powerful exertion of a most enezgetio will, 
seemed to do for hun moie than the regnlor instruction of 
weeks could accomplish foi others 

Uudei these advantages, if, indeed, th^ weie to be tenned 
such, the cbaiactor of young Noland began to develop itself 
It was bold, peromptoiy, decisxvo, and oveibcarina, generous 
if neithei withstood nor contradict^, veliemont and passionate 
if coiisuied or opposed He seemed to consider himself os 
attached to no one, and lesponsible to no one, except his 
mistress , and even over hei mmd he had gradii^ly acquired 
that species of ascendency which indulgence is so apt to occasion 
And fidthough the inunraiate follow ers and dependants of Sir 
Halbert Glendmnmg saw his ascendency with jealousy, and 
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often took occasion to mortifr his vanil^, there wanted not 
those who were willing to acqoue the favour of the Lady of 
Arenel by hnxnoonng and tal^g part with the youth whom 
she protected , for al^ongh a f aTonnte, as the poet assures us, 
has no fnend, he seldom hiils to have both foilowcm and 
fiattciers 


The partisans of Boland Gxiemc were cbicdy to be found 
amongst the inhabitants of the little hamlet on the shore of 
the kke These rillagers, who were sometimes tempted to 
compare their own sitnatian with that of the immediate and 
constant followers of the knight, who attended him on his 
hequent journeys to Edmbux^ and elsewhere, dehghted m 
consideni^ and representing thcmsolTcs as more properly the 
subjects of the Lady of Arenel than of her husband It is true, 
hei wisdom and afiTectioii on all occadons discountenanced the 
distinction which was here implied , but the villagers persisted 
m thmkmg it miffit be agreeable to her to enjoy their peculiar 
and undivided homage, or at least in acting as if they thought 
so , and one chief mode by which they ovinocd their sentiments 
was 1:^ the respect they paid to young Boland Grceme the 
favourite attendant of we descendant of thdr ancient lords 
This was a mode of flattery too pleasing to encounter rebuke 
or censure , and the opportunity which it afforded the youth to 
form, as it wer^ a par^ of bs own withm the limits of the 
anwent barony of Aveuel, added not a little to the audacity 
and decisive tone of a chameter which was by nature bold, 
impetuous, and incontroUablc 

OE the two mombera of tbe houscbold vbo had 
an early jcalou^oE Boland Graime, prejudices of 'W'olf were 
Msdy overcome , and in process of tune the noble dog dept 
with Bra^J^tb, md the celebrated hounds of ancient daro 
But Mr ^ai^, the ohaplam, lived, and retained his dislike to 
tlic youth That good man, single-minded and benevolent as 
he rrally was, ^tertamed ratfaei more than a leasonable idea 
*“ j Bunistcr, and exacted from the 
^ ^ j 1 ® deference than the haugbiT voung 

pa^, proud of his mistress’s favour, and ntitiilant from voutf 

to pay. His bold and 
free deincmour, his attachment to neb dress and decoration 

^ haidemng himself 

vcs-ml of wrath, and to presage tliat tho youth nu^ S 
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prifln nnrl of hpint Minch poos licforc nun mid do- 

fdnirtion On tho other li.ind, J^diuid c> meed iif times n nmrhocl 
diHiike, Aiid c\en somMhin^ like contempt., of the clinpinin. 
Mod of till' iitteniliinU and fnlloMcrs of Sir JhilbcrlOlondiiining 
I'nteitjnncf] the H.unc rlitinlaMc thought iih the reverend Mr 
Mnnieti; lint mIiiIo Itoinml miih fn^ cured b} their Indj*, and 
cndiiivfl thoir hini, tiiet 8.tM no jiolicj in niaking their 
opinions public 

Koland Ommo mas Minicieiitly nciisiblc of tlic iinplGasant 
Hiltialion in mIiicIi hciitond , but in the h iiightiiiGv« of his Iicnrt 
lie rctortcf] upon the other domestics the dislaiiti oold| nnd 
Kircasfic milliner in Minch tiio\ treated liimf assumed an air of 
Hiiprnont} mIiuIi compelled the most obstinate to obedience, 
nnd iitul thchitisfnctionat least tobcdrc.idcd, if bCMOsbcartil} 
iiated 

Tiie olmjilnin'a market] dislike Imd the cflcct of rcconimcnd- 
ing liim to tlie attention of Sir Halbert h brother, ISdunnl, mIio 
noM, iiiidci the cnnscnliial appellation of Father Ambrose, 
continued to Ik; one of the fcM inoiikb Mho, Mitb the Abbot 
Kttst«i(!us iiud, nolMitlistanding the nearly total doMiifuIl of 
tboirfuitb under tlic regency of Murray, been still pennittcd to 
lingei III the cloisters at Kcnnnqnhair Hespcct to Sir Halbert 
had prevented their being nltogcthei dmeuoutof the abbey, 
tlioiigli tlicir onlortias non in a great measure fiuppressed, and 
the} Mcro interdicted the pubhr exercise of tlicir ntual, and 
onl} nlloMcd for tlioir support a small pension out of their once 
hjilendiO revenues Father Ambrose, thus situated, was an 
occasioniii, though very raie. visitant at the Castle of Avcnol, 
and Mas at such times observed to pa} particular attention to 
Holand Gneme, who seemed to lotum it with more depth of 
feeling tlkin consibted m ith his usual habits 

Thus situated, vearb glided on, dunug mIugIi the Knight of 
Avenel continued to net a frequent and important part in the 
convailsions of his cltstraclcd country, mIiiIo young Gnomo 
anticipated, both in misIids and personal accomplishments, too 
ago mIucIi should enable liim to cmcige from the obscunly of ms 
prcbont Biiuatxou <« 
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Azmd their caps that freely fio^d. 

Their revdiy and mirth, 

A yoathful lom tax’d Valentme 
with base and donbtftil birth. 

Valenti'ae and Orson, 

Whek Roland Grame vras a youdi about seventeen years of age, 
bechanced one Buinmermonimg to descend to the mew in which 
Shr Halbert Glendmnmg kept lus hawks, m order to superintend 
the tnuning of an eja^ or young hawk, winch he mmself, at 
the imminent nsk of neck and Iiml^ had taken from a celebrated 
eyne m the neighbourhood, called G^ledscraig As he was by no 
means satisfied with the attention which had been bestowed on 
liiB favourite bird, he was not sladc m testifying his displeasure 
fothe&lconei^s lad, whose duty it was to have attended upon it 
^Wbat, hof sir knave,’ exclaimed Roland, *is it thus you 
feed the eyas with unwashed meat, as if you were gorgmg the 
foul bronoher a worthless hoodie-crow % By the mass, and 
thou hast neglected its castmgs also for these two dajs^ 
Thmk’st thou I ventured my ne<k to bnng the bird down &tnn 
Ihe ctug that thou shouldst spoil her by thy neglectf ’ And to 
add force to his xemonstranoes, he conferred a cuff or two on the 
negligent attendant of the hawki^ who^ shoutmg rather louder 
than was necessary under all the drcumstance^ brought the 
master falconer to his assistance 

Adam Woodcock, the falconer of Avenel, was an ‘Rn glishmim 
hy birth, but so long m the service of Glendipning that he had 
lost much of his national attachment m that which he bad 
formed to his master. He was a favourite in his department^ 
jealous and conceited of his skill, as masters of the game usually 
mu; for the rest of his character, he was a jester and a parcel 
fa'mhtiea which by no means abated bis natural conceit), 
^jouy fellow, who, though a sound Protestant, loved a flagon 
of ale better than a long sermon, a stout man of hts hands when 
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need lequued, tiae to 1 iib xnasteii and a littlo presuming on lus 
intciest tiitli him 

Adam AVoodcock, such as n e liave desciihed him, by no means 
lehshed the freedom used by young Grzeme in chastising his 
assistant ‘He 3 *, hc^*, my Indy’s page/ said he, steppmg between 
his own boy and Boland, * fau and softly, nu it like yom gilt 
jadeet — ^hands off is fair play — ^if my boy has douo amiss, I can 
beat him myself, and then you may keep youi hands soft ’ 

n*ill beat him and tlieo too,’ answeied Boland, \iithout 
hesitation, ‘an ye look not bcttei aftei yom business See how 
the bird is cast an ay betn eeu you I found the caieless lurdaue 
feeding hoi with unn ashed flesh, and she an e^'as 

*Go to,’ said the falconer, 'thou art but an eyas thyself, 
cliild Boland What knonest thou of feeding 1 I say that the 
eyas should hare hei meat uun ashed until she becomes a 
branoher tnoie the leady nay to give hei the frounce, to 
wash hei meat soonei, and so knows every one who knoiss a 
glod fiom a falcon ’ 

'It 18 thme own lozmcssi, thou false English blood, that dost 
nothing but dnnk and sleep/ letorted the page;, 'and leaics 
that lither lad to do the Moik, which he minds as little as 
thou ’ 

'And am I so idle then,’ said the falconei, 'tliat liave thiee 
oast of hawks to look aftei, at perch and mow, and to fly them 
in the field to boot?— and is my lady’s page so bu^ a man 
that he must take me up short? — and am I of false English 
blood? I marvel Mliat blood thou ait— neither Englandei noi 
Scot— fish uoi flesh — a bastaid fiom the Debateable Loud, with* 
out eithei kith, km, oi ally < j!Jan 3 ^, out upon thee, foul Lite, 
that would fam be a teicel gentle I ’ 

The leply to this sarcasm was a box on the ear, so well 
applied that it overthrew the falconei into tlic cistern in winch 
watei was kept foi the benefit of the liawks Up started Adam 
Woodcock, his wrath nowise appeased by the cold immersion, 
and seigwig on a truncheon which stood by, wonld liavo srou 
leqmted the inji^iy he hod lecened, had not Boland laid his 
hand on his poniard, and 6W*oin by all that was socied that» if 
ho ofiered a stroke towards him, he would sheath the blade m 
his bowels The noise was now so gieat that moie than one 
of the household came in, and amongst otheis the majoi-dom^ 
a grave personage, all eady mentioned, whose gold chain and 

» There n a dlflbrance amongst authorities hem long the nestling howk should ho fed 

tilth flesh winch has pretiously been trashed 
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'wlute ivand mtiiOAted biB authonty At the appcaionce of 
this dignitary, the strife was foi tbo present appeased He 
embnu^ however, so favourable an opportunity to read 
Eoland Giseme a sbiewd lecture on the impropriety of his 
depoitmeut to his fellow-'menials, and to assure him that, 
should he oommumcate this fray to his master (who, though 
now on one of his frequent expeditions, was speedy expected 
to return), which but for respect to his lady he would most 
certainly do^ the residence of the culpiit m the Castle of Avend 
would be but of brief duration *But, howevei,’ added the 
prudent master of the household, * I wiU report the matter first 
to my lady/ 

'Very just — ^very right, Master TITii^te/ exdaimed several 
voices togetliei, *my lady will consider if daggers are to be 
drawn on us for every idle word, and whether we are to hve m 
a wdl-ordered household, where theie ib the fear of God, or 
amongst drawn diiks and shaip knives ’ 

The object of this general resentment darted an angry glance 
around him, and suppressing with difficulty the desure which 
mged him to reply m fun^ or m contemptuous language, 
letumed his dagger mto the scabbard, locked disdainfully 
around upon the assembled menials, turned short upon his 
heel, and pushmg aside those who stood betwixt him and the 
door, left the apartment 

‘This will be no tieo foi my nest,’ said the falconer, *if this 
cock-Bpnrrow' is to crow ovei us as he seems to do ’ 

*He struck me with his switch yesterday/ said one of the 
grooms, ^bccaiue the tail of his worship’s g^dmg was not 
tviimned altogetlier so as suited his humour.’ 

* And I promise you,’ said the laundiess, *my young master 
will stioknothmg to call an honest woman “slut "and "quean” 
if there be but a speck of soot upon his band-collar ’ 

* If Master Wmgate do not his errand to my lady,’ was the 
g^eml icsult, 'there will be no tarrymg m the same house 
with Boland Gncmc ’ 


The master of the household heard thcm^B for some time, 
and th^, mobonmg for universal silence, he addressed them 
Jith aU the dignity of Malvolio himself —'My masters— not 
oripttmg yon, my mistresses — do not thmk the worse of me 
that I proceed with as much care as haste m this matter. Our 
master is a gallant kui^t^ and wall have his sway at home and 
miroad, m wo(^ and field, m hall and bower, as the saying is 
Uiir lady, my benmn upon her I is also a noble person of long 
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descent) and iiglitful bon of tbis place and barony’s and sbo 
also loves her will , ns foi that mattGi, show me the nvomau 'abo 
doth not Now, she hath fa\omcds doth favours and tuH favour 
this jackanapes, for 'nhat good jMut about him I know not) 
save that as one noble lady \(ill love a niessan dog, and another 
a soieamiug popinjay, and a third a Boibary ape, so doth it 
please oiu noble dame to set her affections upon tins stray elf 
of a page, for nought that I can thmk of, save that she nos the 
cause of his being saved — ^tho moio’b tlie pity — ^froxn drowning ’ 
And hero Master Wingate mode a pause 

* I would have been his caution foi a giey groat^ against salt 
uatoi or fiosli,’ said Boland’s adversniy, the fidconci , 'many, 
if he crack not a iqpe foi stabbing or for snatchnig, 1 mil be 
content nevei to hood hank again ’ 

' Peace, Adam Woodcock,’ said Wingate, waving his hand — 

pntheo, peace, man Now, my lady, hkmg this spnngald, 
as afoiosaid, differs theieiu fiom my lord, nho loves never a 
bone m his skin Now, is it fm mo to stu up stiifo betarct 
them, and put as ’taeie my finger betant tlie boik and the 
tie<^ on account of a pragmatical youngster, whom, hevertheloss, 
I would willingly see whipped forth of the barony! Have 
patience^ and this boil w ill bz^k without om meddling 1 ha'ic 
been in servico suioo I wore a beard on my chm, till now that 
that board is turned grey, and I have seldom Imown any one 
better tliemsolvos even by taking the lady’s port against the 
loid’b, but never one who did not diik himsw if ho took the 
lord’s against the lady’s ’ 

*And so,* said Lihas, *we are to bo crourcd over, cveiy 
one of us, men and women, cock and hen, by this little up- 
start? I will ti}’ titles with bun first) I promise you I 
fancy, Mostei Wmgate, for as wise as you look, you will be 
ploas^ to tell what you have seen to^lay, if my lady com- 
mands you ? ’ 

* To speak the truth when my lady commands me,’ answered 
the prudential major -domo, 'is in some measure my duty. 
Mistress Lilios,, always providing fox and excepting tiiose 
coses in which it cannot be spoken without biecding mischief 
and inconvenience to jaiyself or my fellow-servants, for the 
tongue of a talo-beaiei breaketh bones as well as a Jeddnit 
staff’ 

* But tins imp of Saiou is none of yoiu fnends or fdiow- 
servant^’ said Lilias, ‘and I trust yon mean not to stand up 
for ium against the whole family b^des ? ’ 
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'Credit Mrs Ldias,’ repLed the semor, ‘should I see Ihe 
tamn fitting, I would Tilth nght good-will give huu a liok -nith 

the rough side of my tongue ’ * 

‘ Ennn^ said, Master WingatGi,’ answt^ Lihas ; then ^t 
me, his song shall soon he laid If my mistiess does not ask me 
Tihat is the mattei below stairs before she be ten^ mmuto of 
older, she is no bom woman, and my name is not Luias 
Bradboumc' 

In pursuanco of her plan^ Mistress leilias failed not to pieseut 
herself before her nustress vnth all the exteiior of one ^ho is 
possessed of an important seoiet — that 1 % die had the oomeiB 
of her mouth turned down, her eyes rais^ up, her lips pressed 
as fast together as if they had been sewed up, to prevent hei 
blabbing^ and on air of pnm mystical importance diffused over 
her whole person and demeanour, which seemed to mtimat^ 

* I Icnow something which I am lesolved not to tell you * * 

Lilios had nghtly read her mistresses temper, who, wise and 
good as die was, was yet a daughter of grandame Bve, and 
could not wituess this mysterious bearmg on. the part of her 
w'diirng'^woman without longmg to ascertain the secret cause 
For a spac^ Mrs Lilias was oraurate to all mqumes, sighed, 
turned n&t ^es up higher yet to Heaven, hoped for tiie best^ 
but had nothing particular to communicate All this, os was 
most natural and propei, only stimulated the lady’s cunosity , 
neither was her importimily to be pamed with — *Thank God, 
I am no makebate — no tale*beaier — ^thank God, 1 never envied 
any one’s favour, or was anxious to propale then misdemeanoiu 
^y, thank God, there has been no bloodshed and murder in 
the house — that is all ’ 

* Bloodshed and murder esdaimcd the lady, ^wbat does 
the quean mean f If you speak not plam out, you shall have 
something you will scaioe be thankful for ’ 

*Nay, my lady,’ answered Lilian ea^r to disburden hei 
mind, or, m Chaucer’s phrase, to * unbu^e her mail,’ * if you 
bid me speak out the truth, you must not bo moved with 
what might displease you Boland Gnome has dirked Adam 
Woodcodc. — ^that is all * % 

’Good Hea'vonI’ said the lady, turning pale as ashes, ’is 
the man slain^’ 

’ Ko, madam,’ replied Lihas, ’but slam he would have been 
if there had not been ready help , but maybe it is your lady- 
ship’s pleasure that this young esqiure shall poniard the 
servani^ as wdd os switch and baton them?* 
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green head, ^luch the o'vvnet oames, it may be, a brace of 
molies higher than becomes hun ’ 

* Leave me,’ baid the lady , ^ Sn Halbert’s letmn must now 
bo ovpected ^uly, and he xiiQl look into these matters himself — 
leave me, I say, Wingate, without saying moio of it 1 know 
^ou aie honest, and 1 behove the boy is petulant, and yet I 
tliink it IS my favoui which bath set all of you against him ’ 
The stewoid bowed and letired, aftei havmg been silenced 
in a second attempt to explain the motives on which he acted 
The chaplain arrived . but neither from him did the kdy 
rccoive much comfort On the oontraty, she found him dis- 
posed, in plam terms, to lay to the door of her mdulgence all 
the disimbanoes which the hexy tempei of Boland Grceme had 
alioady occasioned, oi might hereafter occasion, m the family. 
* 1 would,’ ho said, * honoured lady, tliat you bad deigned to bo 
ruled by mo in the outset of this matter, sith it is easy to stem 
evil in the fountain, but hard to strugglo against it in the 
faticam You, houotured madam — a woid w’hich I do not use 
accoiding to the \aan forms of t^ns woild, but because I haie 
ever Io\cd and honouicd you at. an bouourable and an elect 
lady — ^jou, I Scij", madam, liaic been pleased, contiaty to my 
poor but earnest counsel, to raise this boy fiom bis station mto 
QUO approaching to your own ’ 

‘Wlint mean you, iciciend sii?’ said the lady *I haic 
made this ;^outli ii page , is theio aught m my doing so that does 
not become my character and quality 1 ’ 

dispute not, madam,’ said the pertinacious picachcr, 
yoiu Iwnovolcnt purpose m taking charge of this 3 -outh, or 
jour title to gi\c him this idle character of page, if such was 
jour plcasme . thougli what tho education of a hoy in tho 
tmm of a female am tend to, savo to mgraft foppery and 
oflcnnnucy on conceit and arrogance, it pas^^es my knowlcd«»c 
to dibcover But I blame jou moie diicctly foi haiing taken 
little care to guard him against the penh of his condition, or 
to tame and humble a spiial naturally haughty, oveibeanne. 
and im]^ticnt \ou ha\o brought mto your bower a lions 
cub , delighted with the beauty of lus fun and tho grace of 
Ins gttmliolfe, jou ha\c bound him with no fettonu hc&ttmg tho 
leiceuo^b of his dihposition You have lot him grow up as 
unawed ns if ho had been still a tenant of the foicst, and now- 
siupnb^, and call out foi assistance, when he begins to 
-amp, rend, and tear, according to his )>ropcr nature * 

All. nardcii, said the lady, considerably oflbndcd, *iou 
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mmy husbtod^ anment fnend, and I bdieve youi love amceze 
^ ^ tou^old Yet let mo say, that when J 
aa^ you for counsel, I es^peoted not this aspeuty of rebuke 
U1 have done wrong m loving this poor oiphan lad more than 
others of his I scarce think the erroi mented sudi severe 
^nsure, and if stnoter disciplme weie legnired to keep his 
fiery temper m order, it ought, I think, to be considered that 
I am a i^nan, and that, if I have err^ m this nmttei, it be- 
i»mes a friend's part rather to aid than to rebuke me I would 
those evils were taken order with before my loid^s return He 
loves domestic discord or domestic bzaMls, and I vould 
not UTilmgly that he thought such could arise from one vhom 
I have favoured What do you counsel me to dof ' 

* Dismiss this youth fiom your service^ madam,’ replied the 
preodier 

'You oaunot bid me do so,* said the lady — *you cannoti os 
a Christian and a man of humauily^ bid me turn away an 
unprotected cieature against whom my favoui — ^my injudicious 
favoui, if you will— has reared up so many enemies * 

*It IS not neces&aiy you should altogether abandon him, 
though you dismiss him to another service, oi to a oallmg better 
suiting hiB station and diaractei,* said the preachci , 'elBowheio 
he may bo an useful and piofiteblo menmer of the common- 
weal, here he is but a makebate and a stumbhng-blocik of 
offence The youth has snatches of sense and of mtolhgcnce^ 
though he lacks industry I will mys^ give him letters com- 
mendatory to Oleanus Sohmderhausen, a learned professor at 
the ^mouB umveraity of Leyden, where they lack on uuder- 
janitor, where, besides gratis insti action, if God give him the 
grace to seek it, he will enjoy five marks by the yeot, and the 
professor’s cast-off smt, which he disparts with biennidly ’ 

'This will never do, good Mr Warden,’ stud the lady, scoico 
able to suppress a smile , * we will thmk more at large upon 
this matter In ihe meanwhile^ I trust to yam remonstrances 
witb this wild boy and wuth ihe family for restiaimng these 
violent and unseemly jealousies and bursts of passion , and 1 
entreat you to pre^ on him and them their duty m this respect 
towards God and towards tlieir master ’ 

'You shall be obeyed, madam,’ said Warden ' On tlio next 
Thursday I exhort the family, and will, with God’s blowing, so 
wrestle with the demon of wrath and violence which hath 
enteied into my little flock that I trust to honnd the wolf out 
of the fold, as if he were chased away with ban-dogs ’ 
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This \sas the part of the conference fxom i^hicli Mi Warden 
derived the greatest pleasure The pulpit ivas at that time the 
same poaci^l engme for affectmg popular feeling which the 
press has smoe become, and he had been no unsuccessful 
preacher, as vre have already seen It followed as a uatutal 
consequence that he rather over-estimated the powers of his 
own oratory, and, like some of his brethren about the period, 
was glad of an opportunity to handle any matters of importance, 
whe:&er public or private, the diseasdou of whidi could ho 
dragged mto his discourse. In that rude i^e the dehcacy 
was unknown which presenbed time and place to personal 
e\hortatioiis; and as the court preacher often addressed the 
kmg individually, and dictated to him the conduct be ought 
to observe m matters of state, so the nobleman himself, or 
any of his retamers, werOf m the chapel of the feudal castle, 
often moensed or appalled, as the case might be, by the duh 
oufasion of their pnvate faults in the evening exercise, and by 
bpintual censures duocted against Ihem speoilioally, personally, 
and by name 

Tlio sermon by means of which Henry Warden proposed to 
lostore concord and good order to the GistJe of Avcncl bore 
for text the wcll-knowm words, * He who stnketh with the sword 
shall penbh by the swoid,* anid was a smgular mixture of good 
sense and powerful oratory with pedantry and bad taste He 
enltmcd a good deal on tbe word * stnketh/ which he assured 
hi8 heaxers comprehended blows given with the pomt as wdl as 
With toe edge, and more generally shooting with hand-gun, 
CT088-how or long-bow, thrusting with a lance^ or doing auy- 
ttog whatewr W which death be occasioned to toe 

advem^ In the same maimer, he proved satisfectonlv 
toat the word ‘sword' comprdiendcd all descnpfaons, whetoOT 
backsword or hasket-hilt, ouband-thrust or lapier, felchion or 
^itoT. "But if,' he continued, with stdl greater animation 
toe text indudeto m its anathema those who strike with any 
of those wcapo^ whidi man hath devised for the exercise d 
ms open hostdity, still more doth it oompidiend such as from 
toeir form and size arc devised rather for toe gratification of 
pnvy nmlice by treachery than for the destruction of an enemy 
pre^red and standing upon his defence. Such,* he proceeded, 
ioomng sternly at toe place where toe page was seated on a 
cushion at the feet of his mistress, and weanng m hia crimson 
Y iMth a gilded hilt — "such, more espeoiallr, 

I hold to be those implements of death whn^ m our modem 
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and fantastic tunes, are vma not only by thieves and cut- 
throats, to s\hom they most properly belong, but even those 
who attend upon women, and wait in the chambers of honourable 
ladies Yes, my £nend^ cveiy species of this unhappy weapon, 
framed for all evil and foi no good, is comprehended imder this 
deadly dcnnnciation whether it be a stilct, which we have 
bonowed irom the treacherous Italian, or a diik, which is 
borne by the savage Highlandmen, or a whingci, which is 
earned by our own Bordei thieves and cut-throaty oi a dudgeon- 
dagger, all aie ahke engines mvented by the de^l himself, foi 
le^y implements of deadly wrath, sudden to execute, and 
difficult to be pamed Even the common sword-and-buoiklci 
brawlei despises tiie use of such a treacheious and malignant 
instrument, which is therefoie fit to be used, not by men oi 
soldiers, but by those who, trained undei female mscipline, 
become themselves efienunate hermaphrodites, having female 
spite and female cowaidice added to tbo mfinnities and cril 
passions of then masculme natuie * 

The efiect which this oration produced upon the assembled 
congregation of Avenel cannot very easily bo described Tiio 
lady seemed at once embarrassed and ofieuded, the menials 
could hardly contain, midm an affectation of deep attention, the 
joy with wliidi they heard the chaplam launch his thunders at 
the head of the unpopular favourite, and the weapon which 
they considered as a badge of affectation and finciy Mrs 
Lilias crested and drew up her head with all the deep-felt pndo 
of gratified resentment, while the steward, observing a strict 
neutrality of aspect, fixed his eyes upon on old scutcheon on the 
opposite side of the waU, which he seemed to examine with the 
utmost accuracy, more willing, perhaps, to incur the cousure of 
being mattcntive to the sermon than that of seeming to listen 
with marked appiobation to what appeared so distasteful to his 
mistress 

The unfortunate subject of the harangue, wliom nature had 
endowed with passions which had hitliorto found no cfibctual 
rcstnimt, could not disguise the resentment which ho fdt at 
being thus directlf* held up to tlio scorn, as well as the censure, 
of the assembled inhabitants of the little woild in which ho 
li\cd His brow grew red — ^his lip giew pale — ho set his teeth 
— he clenched his hand, and then with mechanical readiness 
giaspcd the weapon of which the doigjmon had gison so 
hideous a character, and at length, as the fircaohcr heightened 
the colounng of his inrective, he fdt liis inge become so un- 
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governable tbat^ fearful of beiug burned into eomo deed of 
desperate violence^ he lose up, traversed the chapel with hasty 
st^s, and left the congregation 

The preacbei wras surprised mto a sudden pause, w*^hde the 
fieiy youth shot across lum like a flash of l^htnn^, regarding 
him as he passed, as if he had washed to dart from his eyes the 
same powoi of bl^tmg and of consimiing But no sooner had 
he crossed the (£apel, and shut mth violence behmd him the 
dooi of the vaulted entmuco by which it communicated wath 
the castle, than the impropnety of his conduct supplied 
\ 7 arden widi one of those happier subjects for eloquence, of 
wrbich he knew how to take advantage for making a suitable 
impiession ou his hearers He paused for an instant, and then 
pionounoed, in a dow and solemn voice, the deep anathema 
* He hath gone out from us because he was not of us * the sick 
man hath been offended at tlie wholesome bitter of tbo 
medioinc — the wounded patient hath flinched fiom the friendly 
knife of the surgeon — ^the sheep hath fled fiom the sheepfold 
and doliveied himself to the wolf, because he could not assume 
the quiet and humble conduct demanded of ns by the gieat 
Shepherd Ah! my Inethren, beware of wrath — beware of 
pride — bew'ore of the deadly and desti eying sm which so often 
shows itsiflf to our fiail eyes in the garments of light * What 
18 our earthly honour? Pnde, and pnde only What our 
earthly gifts and graces? Pnde and vanity Voyagers speak 
of Indian men who deck themselves with sh^ls, and anoint 
themselves with pigments, and boast of their attne as we do of 
our miserable carnal advantages Pnde could draw down the 
mommg-atar from Heaven even to the vei^e of the pit Pride 
and self-^opiniou kmdlcd the flammg sword which waves us 
off from Fatadisc Pnde made Adam mortal, and a weary 
wanderer on the face of the earth which he had else been at 
this Jiy the immortal lord of Pride brought amongst us sm, 
and doubles eveiy sm it has biougbt It is the outpost which 
the doMl and the fle&h most stubbornly maintain against the 
^ulte of grace, and untd it be subdued, and its baniore 
Jmelled with the very earth, there is mom hope of a fool than 
of the sinner. Bend, then, from your bosoms this accursed 
bho^ of the fatal apple tear it up by the roots, though it bo 
tw istcd wxA the chords of your life Profit by the ea^mple of 
tne mismble sinner that has passed from ns, and embiace the 
mcatm of gra^ while it is call^ teniay— ere your consmence is 
scaled os with a firebrand, and your ears deafened like those of 
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tho addeTi and your hcait hardened hke the nethei millstone 
Up, then, and be doing wiestle and overcome, resist^ and the 
enemy shall flee from you Watch and pray, lest ye into 
temptation, and let the stumbling of others bo your Tmrning 
and your example Above all, lely not on yourselves, foi such 
self-confidence is even the vroist symptom of the disoxder itself 
The Pharisee perhaps deemed himself humble xihile he stooped 
m the Temple, and thanked God Uiat he Aias not as other men, 
and even as the publican But Tshile his knees touched the 
marble pavement, his bead iivas as high as the topmost pmnoole 
of the Temple Do not theiefoio deceive youradves^ and ofihr 
false com, where the puiest you con present is but as dross 
think not that such wrill pass the assay of Omnipotent Wisdom 
Yet shrmk not from the task because, as is my bounden duty, 
I do not disguise horn you its difficulties Self-seaidung con 
do much — meditation can do much — grace can do all ’ 

And he concluded with a touching and animating exhortation 
to hiB hearers to seek Divine grace, which is perfect in human 
weakness 

The audience did not hsten to this addiess without being 
considerably afl^ted, though it might be doubted whethoi 
the feelings of triumph excited by disgraceful retieat of 
the favourite page did not gieatly qualify in the minds of 
many the exhoitations of preacher to chanty and to 
hiuz^ty And, in fact^ the expression of their countenonceb 
much resembled the satisfied, tiiumphaut air of a sot of dhildien, 
who> havmg just seen a companion pumshod for a fault iii 
whi^ they had no share, con &eir ta^ with double glee, both 
because they themselves aie out of the scrape and because the 
culpnt is m it 

With very difleront feelings did the Lady of Avenel seek hci 
own apaitancut She fdt angry at Warden havmg made a 
domestic matter, m which she took a personal mtorcsl^ tlie 
subject of such puhhc discussion But she knew the good 
^ man claimed as a biandi of his Christian liberty as a preacher, 
and also that it was vmdicated by the universal custom of his 
biethren But the self-willed conduct of her protdgd aflbrdcd 
her yet deeper concern That he hod broken thiough, in so 
icmarkable a degree, not only the respect due to hei presence, 
but thal; which was paid to religious admomtion in those days 
wnth such peculiar reverence, aigued a qnnt os untameable as 
his enemies had leprcscnted him to possess And yet^ so far os 
he hod been uudei hci own eye, she had seen no more of that 
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fiery spirit than appoarod to hci to bcoomo lus years and lua 
vivacily This opinion might bo founded in some degree on 
partiality^ m some degree too, it might be owmg to the kmd- 
ness and indulgence \rhicli she had alirays extended to him , 
but still she thought it impossible that she could be totally 
mistaken m the estimate i^e had formed of his chaiactex. 
The extieme of violence is scaice consistent with a course of 
continued hypocrisy (although Lihas charitably hmted that in 
some instanceB th^ wore happily muted), and tlierefoie she 
could not exactly trust tlie report of othei'S against her own 
expeneuce and observation The thoughts of Sus orphan boy 
olung to her heartstnngs with a fondness for uhzdh she herself 
was unable to account He had seemed to have been sent to 
hei by Heaven to fill up those intervals of languor and vacuity 
which deprived her of much enjoyment Peihaps he was not 
less dear to her because she wdl saw that he was a favourite 
with no one else, and because she felt that to give liim up was 
to afford the judgment of hei husband and others a tnnmph 
over her ovm-^a oiicumstance not quite indifibient to the best 
of roousos of either sex 

lu shorty the Lady of Avenel formed the mtemal lesolution 
that she would not desert her page while her page could be 
rationally protected , and, with the view of ascertaining how* 
far tins might he done, she caused him to be summoned to her 
presence 



CHAPTER V 


In tiio wild fitonn, 

The scunan hems liis mast donn, and the mcrohant 
Heaven to tho billows waies lio once deem'd precious j 
So xnmee and peer, 'mid po|nilai oontontions, 

Ctest off their labourites 

Old Play 

It was some time eie Roland Gneme appeared Tho messengei 
(his old £nend Lilias) liod at first attempted to open the dooi of 
lus littlo apartment^ with the ohaiitnble puipose, doubtless^ of 
enjoying Ihe confusiouj and marking the demeanoui, of the 
oulpit But an oblong bit of iion, yolept a bolt^ was passed 
amoBs tlie dom on the msxde, and prevented hei bemgn in- 
tentions Lilias knocked, and colled at interval^ ‘Roland — 
Roland Giaune— Roland Grmme (an emphasis on tho 
word ‘Mastoi *}, will you be pleased to undo the dooi ? What 
ails youf — aie you at your prayers m private^ to complete the 
devotion which you left unfunehed m public? Suiely we must 
liave a scieened seat foi you in tho chapel, that your gentility 
may be fiee fiom the eyes of common folks * ’ Still no whisper 
was heard m leply ‘Well, Mostei Roland,' said the waiting- 
mnid, ‘1 must my imstioss that, if she would liave an 
answei, she must eitliei come herself oi send those on onand 
to you who can beat the dooi down ' 

‘What says your lady 9’ mquiied the page fiom within 
‘Marry, open the dooi and you shall heai,' onswcied the 
waiting-maid ‘I tiow it becomes my lady's message to be 
listened to face to^faoe, and I will not, foi yoiu idle pleosuie, 
whistle it through a key-hole ’ 

‘Your misti ess’s name,’ said the page, opening the dooi, 
‘iB too fair a cover foi your impeitmenco What says mj 
lady ? ' 

‘That you will he pleased to come to hei dnectly, m the 
witlidrawing^room,’ answeied Lilias ‘1 presume she has some 
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direchoxiB for you conoeming the forms to bo observed m 
leaving chapel m future ’ 

' Say to suy lady that I Vrill duectly vrait ou hei/ said the 

i ^age^ and, returmng mto his o^n apartment^ he once more 
ooked the dom m the face of the waitmg-moid 

* Bare courtesy muttmed Lihas, and, ictuming to her 
xoistiessj acquainted hei that Boland Graame vrouM wait on 
hei nhen it suited his convenience 


^What* is that his phrase or youi own addition, Liliasf^ 
said the lady, coolly 

^Nay, mwam,’ rephed the attendant, not dneotly answenng 
the quei^on, ‘he looked as if he could have said much more 
impertment things than that, if 1 bad been willing to hear 
them But here he comes to answei foi himself ’ 

Belaud Giarnie entered the apartment with a loftier mien 
and somewhat a highei ooloui than lus wont, there nas 
embarrassment m his maimer, but it was neither that of fear 
nor of pemtence 

‘Young man,’ said the lady, ‘what tiow you am I to tlnnk 
of your conduct this day 1 ’ 

‘If it lias offended you, madam, I am deeply grieved,’ said 
the youth 

‘ To have offended me alone,’ said the lady, ‘were but little 
You have been gudty of conduct which will highly offend youi 
master — of violence to youi fellow-servants, and of disrespect 
to God Himself, m the person of His ambasaidor.’ 

‘ Permit me to reply,’ said the pag^ ‘that, if I have 
offended my only mistiest fnend, and benofootie&s, it mdudes 
^e Bnm of my guilt, and deserves the sum of my penitence 
Sir Halbert Glendmmng calls me not servant, nor do I call 
liun master he is not entitled to blame me foi diastismg an 
insolent gioom, nor do I feai the wrath of Heaven for treat- 
ing with scorn the nnauthonsed mtorfeience of a meddlina 
preachei ’ ® 


The Lady of Avend liad before this seen symptoms m her 
favourite ^ boyish petolanoe and of impatmnce of censure or 
l eproof. his present demeanour was of a graver and moie 
deteimm^ character, and she was for a moment at a loss how 
she ahould tr^t the youth, who seemed to have at once 
^med ^e character not only of a man, hut of a bold and 
a^mined one She paused on instant^ and then agmiin iTifr 
toe d^ty which was notuial to her, she said, ‘fe it to nm 
Kolana, that you hold this language ? Is it for the purpose of 
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making mo repent tho favour I have shown you that you 
declare yourself independent both of an earthly and a HGa\ only 
master? Have you forgotten what you wer^ and to 'nhnt tho 
loss of my protection would ^eedily again reduce you?’ 

* Lady,’ said the page^ ‘ I have foigot nothing I remember 
but too much 1 know tbat» but foi you, 1 should ha>o 
perished in yon bloc waves,’ poiutmg, as ho sj^e, to the lake, 
which was seen throi^h^the window, agitated by the western 
wind *Your goodness has gone farthei, madam you have 
protected mo agamst tho maJioo of others, and against my o\^n 
folly You are free, if you are wdling, to abandon the orphan 
you have zeared Yon lia%e left nothing undone by him, and 
he complains of nothing And yet^ lady, do not think I have 
been ungrateful I have endured somctihmg on my part^ which 
I would have borne for the sake of no one but my bene- 
factress ’ 

^Foz my sake said tho lady, ’and what is it that I can 
hove subjected you to endure^ which can bo remembered witli 
other feelings than those of thanks and gratitude?’ 

’You ore too just, madam, to require me to bo thankfol for 
the cold neglect with which youi husband has uniformly 
tieated mo — ^neglect not unzmnglod with fixed aversion You 
ate too just, madam, to require me to be mtefol foi tho con- 
stant and unceasing maiks of scorn and malevolenoo witli 
which 1 have been treated by others, or for such a homily as 
that with which your reverend diaplom has, at my expense, 
this veiy day regaled the assembled household ’ 

’ Heard mortal ears the hkc of this ’ ’ said the waiting^maid, 
with her hands expanded, oqd her eyes turned up to Heaven , 
’ho speaks as if ho were son of an earl, oi of a belted knight 
the least penny > ’ 

The page glanced on her a look of supreme contempt, hut 
vouchsafed no other answer His mistics*^ who began to fool 
licrsolf sonously offonded, and yet Borry for tho youth’s folly, 
took up the same tone 

’Indeed, Boland, you forget yourself so strangely,’ said she, 
'that you will tempt mo to take senous measures to lower you 
m your own opinion by zeduemg you to your proper station in 
society ’ 

’And that,’ added Lilms^ ’would bo best done by tnrmng 
him out UiQ t»ame beggar’s brat tliat jnur ladyship took 
him in ’ 

’Lilias speaks too rudely,’ continued the lady, ’bnt she has 
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^kon the tiutlij joiiug man , nor do J thnik I ought to spaie 
that piide \rhioh hath bo oomplctcly turned ^'oui head You 
have been tncked up ^ith fine gaiments, and tieated like the 
son of a gentleman, until you have foigot the fountain of youi 
churliBh blood ’ 

*Gni.vmg your paidon, most honourable madam, Lihas hath 
not spoken tiuth, nor does youi ladyship know aught of my 
descent which shc^d entitle you to tieat it witli such decided 
scorn I am no beggar^s brat* my grandmother begged from 
no one, heie nor elseuhero , she would have penshed sooner 
on the bare mooi We weie hamed out and diiven fiom our 
home — a chance which has liappcd olsewheie, and to others 
Avcncl Castle, with its lake and its towers, was not at all 
times able to piotect its mbabitants from wont and desolation ’ 
*Hcai but his assuianoe^’ said Lilias, ‘he upbraids my 
lady with the disUesscs of hci family * ’ 

‘It had mdecd been a theme moie gratefully spaied,’ said 
the lady, aHected nevertlieloss with the mlusion 

‘It was neceasaiy, madam, for my \ indication,’ said the 
page, ‘oi I had not even hinted at a wmd that might give you 
pain But behove, hononied lady, I am of no churrs blood 
My proper descent I know not, but my only relation has said, 
and my heart has echoed it back and attested the truth, tliat I 
am sprung of gentle blood, and deserve gentle usage ’ 

‘And upon an assuiance so vague as this,’ said the lady, 
‘do you propose to expect all the regard, all the pnvileges, 
befitting high rank and distinguished biith, and become a 
oontcudci foi ooncessions which are only due to the noble 1 
Go to, Bii, knovr yourself, or the master of the household shall 
make you know you arc hable to the scouige as a malapeit 
boy You have tasted too little the discipline fit for tout afire 
and station ’ j © 


‘Tlie mastm of the household shall taste of my dagger ere 
I taste of his discipline,’ said the page, giving wai* to his re- 
stramed passion. ‘Lady, I have been too long the vassal of a 
^ ^ whistle You must hence 
forth find some othei to answoi yoiu call, and let him be of 
birth and spuit mean enough to brook the scorn of youi menials 
ana to call a cmuch vassal his lunstei ’ 

‘I have deserved this inswlt,' said the lady, coloiinug decplv, 
lor BO long cndimng and fostering j-oui petulance Begonk 
* n® castje to-night I im11 send you the me^s 5 
bubsistenoo till you find some honest mode of support, though 

4 
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Z fear jour una^aij grandeur Tnll be abore all oihcrs sare 
those of rapine and Txolence* Begone sir, and see mj face no 
more* 

The page tbreu* himself at her feet in an agony of sorrow 

dear and honoured mistress ^ he saidg but was unable 

to brmg out another pliable 

' Anse, sir/ said the lady, 'and let go my mantle hypocn^ 
15 a poor cloak for ingratitude * 

'I am incapable of either, madam,’ said the page^ spnnging 
up with the hosly start of passion which belong^ to his rapid 
and impetuous temper 'Think not I meant to implore peiv 
mission to reside heie , it bos been long my detenmnation to 
leave Avenel, and I will never forgive myself for having per- 
mitted yoM to say the word “ begone ” ere I said, " I leave you " 
I did but Imeel to ask your forgiveness for an ill-oonsidered 
word used m the height of displeasure^ but which ill became 
my mouth as addressed to you Other grace 1 asked not , you 
have done much for me^ but 1 rqieat^ that you better know 
uhat you yourself have done than what 1 have suffered ’ 

‘Boland,’ said the lady, somewhat appeased, and rdentmg 
towards her favourite^ 'you had me to appeal to when you 
were a^nered You were neither called upon to suffer wrong 
nor entitled to resent it when you were under my protection ’ 
‘And what^* said the youth, ‘if I sustamed wrongfrom those 
^Tiu loved and favoured, uas I to disturb your peace with idle 
tale^heatings and eternal complaints? madam, I have 
home my own burdoi in silence^ and without distmbing you 
with murmurs , and the respect which you accuse mb of want^ 
ing furnishes the only reason why 1 have neither appealed to 
you nor taken vengeance at my own hand in a manner far 
mote effectual It is well, however, that we part I was not 
ham to be a stipendiary, favoured by his mislaesB until rumed 
by the calumnies of others May Heaven mnlti][dy its choicest 
blessings on your honoured bead , and, for your soke^ upon all 
that are dear to you > ’ 

He was about to leave the apartment^ when the lady called 
upon him to return He stood stdl, whole she thus addressed 
liim <lt was not my intention, nor would it be jusf^ even m 
the height of my displeasure to dismiss you without the means 
of support * take this purse of gold ’ 

‘forgive me bidy,’ said the boy, ‘and let me go hence with 
the consciousness that I have not been degraded to the point 
of acceptmg alms If my poor services can be placed against 
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tilie expense of mj apparel and my maintenance^ I only remain 
debtor to you for my lifO} and that alone is a debt uhicb I can 
never repay , put up then that purse, and only say instead that 
you do not pert from me m anger.’ 

not m anger,* said the lady, *m sorrovr rather for your 
'Ailfnlness, but tahe^e gold— -you cannot but need it’ 

‘May God evennore bless pu for the kmd tone and the 
kind uord > but tbe gold I cannot take I am nblo of body, 
and do not lack fnends so u holly as you may think , for the 
time may come that I may yet show mysdf more thankful 
than by mere words* He tlaew himsdf on his knees, kissed 
the hand which she did not withdraw, and then hastily left the 
apartment 

Lilias for a moment or two kept hci eye fixed on her mistress, 
■aho looked so unusually pale that she seemed about to famt, 
but the lady lustantly recovered herself, and dechmng the 
assistsmcc which her attendant offered her, walked to her oani 
apartment 



CHAPTER VI 


Thou Iiasfc each secret of the honscliold, f^cis 
I dare be snom thou host been in the battery 
Ste^ng tliy cunous liumour in fat ale, 

Ana m thcbntler's tattle— ay, or dmtting 
With the g^ib Ttaxting-'iioman o'er her comfits — 

Those boai the to each domestic mysteiy 

OidJPlay 

Upon* the morrow Bucceodiug the scene have dosenbed, the 
disgiaced favourite left the castle , and at breakfast- time tlio 
cautious old steward and Mis Lilios bat in the apartment of 
the latter personage;, holding grave converse on the important 
event of the day, sweetened by a small treat of comfit^ to which 
the piovidonce of Mi Wingate had added a little flasA: of racy 
canaiy 

' He 18 gone at last^’ said the ahigail, sipping hei glass , * and 
heie 18 to his good joumey ' 

'Amen,’ ansueied the stenmd, gravely, '1 wish the poor 
deserted lad no ill ’ 

' And he is gone like a uild duck, as he came,’ continued Mis 
Lilias, 'no lowenng of drawbridges or pacing along causeways 
foi him My mast^ has pushed off in we boat which they call 
tlie " Little Hmod ” (more shame to them foi giving the namo 
of a Chnstian to wood and iron}, and has rowed himself by 
himself to the further side of the loch, aud off and away with 
himself, and left all his finery stiewed about his loom I wonder 
who IS to clean trumpeiy out after him — ^though the things 
aie north hftmg too ’ 

'Doubtless, Mrs Lilias,’ answ'^erod the master of the house- 
hold , 'in the which case 1 am fiee to think they 'Will not long 
cumber the floor ’ 

'And now tell m^ Mr Wmgati^’ continued the damsel, 'do 
not the very cookies of your lieart rejoice at the house bemg 
nd of ^18 upstart whelp, that flung us all into shadow?’ 
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* Why, Idira Lilian’ replied Wingate, ^as to lejoicmg — those 
who have lived as long in great Emilies as has been xnj lot 
11111 bo in no bony to icjoice at anything And for Boland 
Gisemo, though he may be a good riddance m the main, yet 
iivhat says the very sooth pioveib, Seldom comes a better”* 

‘ Seldom comes a better, indeed * * echoed Mis Lihas * 1 
say, never can come a i^orse, or one half so bad. He zm^t 
have been the ram of our poor dear misUess (hero she used 
her keichief), body and soul, and estate too, for she spent 
more com on his appord than on any fom* servants about the 
house* 


* Mrs Lilian* said the sage steward, * I do opine that our 
mistress lequir^ not th^ pity at oui hands, being in all 
lespects competent to take caie of her own b^y, soul, and 
estate into the bargain * 

• You would not mayhap have said so/ onsweiod the waiting- 
uoman, *had you seen how hke Lot’s wife she looked when 
young master took his leave My mistress is a good lad}*, and 
a virtuous, aud a well-domg lady, and a well-spoken of — but I 
uould not Sir Halbert had seen hei last evemng foi two and a 
plack’ 

^ Oh, foy ! foy I foy reiterated tlie stewaid , * servants should 
hear aud see, aud say nothing Besides thal^ mj lady is utterly 
devoted to Sir Halbert^ as well she may, bemg, as he is, the 
most xenowned knight m these parts * 

‘Well — well/ said the abigail, ‘I mean no moie heirm , but 
tmj that seek least renown abroad aie moat apt to find quiet 
at home, that’s all , and my lady’s lonesome situation is to be 
^nsidored, that mode her fam to take up with the first beggar*s 
brat that a dog brought her out of the loch ’ 

‘^d, therefore,’ said the steward, *I say, iq}oxce not too 
much 01 too hastily, Mrs Lilias, foi if j'our lady wished a 
favounte to pass away the tune, depend upon it, the tune will 
not pass lighter now that he is gone So she will have another 
favounte to choose foi herself, and be assured, if she wishes 
such a toy, she wnll not lack one ’ 

j should she choose one, but among her own tned 

and faitl^ se^ut^’ said Mrs Liliaa, ‘who have broken hei 
™ and dnmk her dnnk for so many yeaisl I have known 
mny a lady ^ high os she that never thought eithei of a &ieud 
01 favounte beyond their own waiting-woman — always having 
a proper K^ot, at the same tun^ for their old and faithful 
master of the household, Mr Wingate * 
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* Truly, Mrs Lilios,' icplicd iho sto\\arcl 9 *I do parllyseo 
the mink at mIiicIi you blioot, but I doubt your bolt Mill fall 
shoit Matters being Mith our Indy ns it likes you to suppose, 
it M ill ncitlioi bo your cnznpcd puinors, ^Irs, lulios-Hspcaking 
of tlicm M ith duo respect — nor luy silvci hair or golden diniu, 
that Mill dll up the void uhich Holaiid Gncnio must needs 
leave lu oui Indy's loisuic There uill be n learned young 
diviuo with some uom doctiino , iv learned Icedi Mitli some ncM 
diug, a bold cavalici, mIio >m 1] not be lefuscd the fa\our of 
\vcanDg her colours at a luuiiiug at the ring , a ouiiuing hnipcr 
that could liarp the licnrt out of 'nomaii’b bienst^ as Uiej' sa}' 
Signoi Dand Bisrio did to our poor Queen — theso arc the sort 
of folk uho supply the loss of a Mell-fniourcd fa^oullto, and not 
an old steward or a middle-aged uaitmg-Moman ’ 

^ Well/ icplicd Lilians * 30 u have espononce^ Mastci Wingate, 
and txnly I would my mastci would lca\c off Ins piK^ug hither 
and thither, and look bcttoi after tlio affairs of his household 
There w ill be .1 Papistno among us uc\t, foi w hat should 1 see 
among master’s clothes but a stung of gold beads ? I promise 
you, aves and credos both > I soiz^ on them like a fhlcoii ’ 

' I doubt it not — I doubt it not^* said the steward, sagaciously 
nodding his head, '1 ha\o often noticed that tiie boy had 
strange observances winch savoured of Popery, and that he was 
very jealous to conceal them But j'ou will find the Catholic 
under the PicsbjijCiMui cloak as often as tlio knave tmdci the 
fiioi ’s hood — what tlioii ? w 0 ore all mortal Bight proper beads 
tlicy are,’ ho added, looking attentively at tiicm, 'and may 
weigh four ounces of fine gold ’ 

'And I will luLVo them melted down presently/ she said, 
'bofme tliey be the misguiding of some pom blinded soul ’ 
'Ymy cautious mdcra, Mrs Lilian’ said the steward, nod- 
ding his head m assent 

‘I will have tlicm made,' said Mzs Lilias, 'into a pan of 
shoe-buckles ^ 1 would not w eai tlio Pope’s tiinkct^ or wliatc\ ci 
has once boinc the sliapo of them, one inch above my matep, 
w GLO they diamonds instead of gold But this is what has come 
of Fatlier AmbxoOe oomiug about the castli^ os demure as a uit 
that IS about to steal oicam ’ 

'Father Ambrose ib our mastoi’b brothei,’ said tho steward, 
gravely 

'Tory txuc, Mastci Wmgatc,’ leplied the dame , 'but is tliat 
a good xcasou why he should pervert tlie king’s hege subjects 
to Papistiio?’ 
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Hcavea forbid, Mi& lolias,^ an&veied tho heutentious majors 
domo , ‘but yet there are worse folk thaa tho Papists ’ 

‘1 wonder where they are to be found/ said tho waiting- 
woman, with some aspenty ; ‘but 1 belteve. Master Wmgat^ if 
one wrere to speak to you about the devil himself, you would 
say there were worse people than Satan * 

‘Assuredly I might say sc^’ replied the steward, ‘supposii^ 
that I saw Satan standing at my elbow ’ 

The waiting-womau started, and havmg exclaimed, ‘God 
bless us added, ‘I wonder, Mr Wlngat^ you can take pleasure 
iu frightening one thus.* 


‘Nay,Mrs Lilian I had no such purpose/ was Ihe reply, ‘but 
look you here — ^the Papists aie put down foi the present, but 
wbo knows how' loi^ th^ word “present” will last? There ore 
two great Popish earls m the norm of England abominate 
the very word “ Betormation”. I mean the Northumberland and 
Westmoreland eails, men of power enough to shake any throne 
ui Chnstendom llien, though our Scottish Emg be, God bless 
him, a true Protestant^ yet he is but a boy^ and here is his 
motlier that was our Queen— I trust there is no harm to say 
God bless her too— and she is a Catholic ; and many begin to 
think she has had but hard measure, such as the Homiltons in 
Uic wc&t, and some of our Border dans heie^ and the G^ons 
111 tho norbli, who are all wishing to see a new woild, and if 
such a new world should ohance to come up, it is like that the 
Queen will take back her own erowzi, and that tho mass and 
tlic cross will come up, and then down go pulpits, Geneva irowns. 
and black silk skull-caps * 

\\T have j'ou, Mr. Jasper Wingato, who have heard tho 

« Old, and listened unto pure and precious Mr Henry Warden 

have you, I say, the patience to speak, or but to of Popeiy 

conuiig down on^ us like a stonn, or of tho woman Maty again 
making tho royal seat of Scotland a thioue of abomination ? 
AO marvel that you are so civil to the cowled monk, Fathci 
Ambrose, when he comes hither w ith his downcast eyes that he 
iicier iuis» to my lady *8 face, and with his low sweet-toned 
>oiCi^ and his henedicitei, and his beuiaons, and who so ready 
to hike them kindly 08 Mr Wingate?* • 

' A I-*ihas,* replied Ibe butler, with on air which was 
rntroded to close the debate, ‘there are reasons for all things 
11 1 recciYi^ rather Ambrose debonairly, and sufferod him to 
steal a word now and then with this same Roland Gneme. St 
was not that I cared a brass boddle for his benison or malison 
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oitlioi, blit only because I icspoctod my mestoi’fi blood And 
vho can nns^oi, if Alaiy come m again, vUetbei he may not 
be as stout a iice to lean in as ovei his biother hath pioved 
to us? Foi down goes thoEail of Muuay ^vheu the Queen 
comes by hei own agam, and good is his luck if lie can 
keep the head ou Ins own shouldeis And down goes our 
kmght with the Eail, liis pation, and who so like to mount 
into his empty saddle as tins same Fatliei Ambioso? The 
Pope of Romo con soon disjKmsQ witli hib vows^ and then 
we should haie Sn Edwoad the soldiei, mstead of Ambnrae 
the piiest ’ 

Angei and astonishment kept ^frs Lihas silent^ while hei 
old fiiend, in Ins seltomplacont maunei, was making knowm 
to hei lus political speculations At length hei icsontmeut 
found utteianoe m woids of gieat ne and sooin 
Mostei Wingate ^ have you eaten my mistress’s bead, to say 
notlung of my mastoi’s, so many years, that you could live to 
think of hoi being dispossessed of hoi own Castle of Avenel 
by a wi etched monk who is not a diop’s blood to hei m tlic 
way of lelation? I, that am but a woman, would tiy hist 
whether myiock oi his oowlwmethc hottei metal Shame 
on you, Mastei Wingate * If I Imd not lidd you as so old 
an acquaintance, tbs should have gone to my lady’s car^ 
though I had l^en called pidcthank and tale-pyet foi my 
paius^ os when I told of Roland Giteme ahootmg the wild 
swan’ 

Mastei Wingate was somewliat dismayed at peicemng that 
the detail which he liod given of ba fai-sighted pohtical views 
had pioduoed ou his heatei latbei eu^imon k his fidelity 
thou admiiation of bs wisdom, and eudea^onlod as hastily as 
possible to apologise and to explam, although mtenially e\- 
tiemely ofiisuded at the imicosonable view, as he deemed it, 
which it had pleased Ikihstiosa Lilias Biadboume to take of his 
expiesBions , and mentally convmood that hoi disappiohatiou 
of his sentiments arose solely out of tlie consideration that, 
though Fatliei Ambose, supposing lum to become the mastei 
of the castle, would ceitamly lequiie the sci vices of a stewnid, 
yet those of a wlhtmg-woman would, m tho supposed cuoum- 
stances, be altogetliei snpeiduouB 

Aftei his evplauatiou had been leoeived as e'qilanations 
usually oie, the two fiiends sepaiated , Lilrns to attend the 
bilvei whistle which called liei to hei imstress’s ohamhci, and 
the sapient inajoi-domo to the duties of his own department 
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Thej parted \n11i less than their usual degree of lereience and 
regard, foi the steward fdt that his worldly nisdom uas 
lebuked by the more disinterested attaehment of the waiting- 
^oman, and Mistiess Lihas Biadhoume nas oompelled to 
cou&idei hei old fnend as sometlimg little better than a 
time-Bcrvei 



CHAPTER TO 


VVben I lioe a saxpcnco under my ihozabi 
Then 1 get credit in ilka tmu , 

Bat when I am pow, tlioy bid me gao by 
0 poverty paits good comiiany I 

OldScTiy 

Whiui ihc doportoD of tho pogo afforded Eulgoct foi ilie 
conversation whidi wo We detailed m our last chapteri tlio 
late favounte was fai advanced on hts solitaty journey, witiiout 
well knowing what was its object, or what was likely to bo its 
end He bad rowed the skiff in which he left the castle to Idio 
side of the lake moat distant from tho village, witli tlio desire 
of escaping horn the notice of the inhabitaute His pndo 
whispoira that ho would bc^ m his discorded stat^ only tho 
subject of their wonder uud oompossion, and his genoiosity 
told him that any mark of sympathy w hich his situatiou should 
excite might bo unfavourably report at the castle A tofiing 
incident convinced him he bad little to fear for his friends 
on the latter score Ho was met by a young man some years 
older tlkon himself who had on foimer occasions been but too 
happy to bo permitted to share in his sports m the subordinate 
chaTaotor of his assistant Ralph Fisher appioachod to gieet 
him with all tho alaenty of an humble fnend 

'What, Mastei Roland, abroad on this side, and without 
either hawk or hound ? ’ 

'Hawk or hound,' said Roland, 'I will never poihaps lialloo 
to agam I have been dismiss^— that 1 have left Dio 
casDo' ^ 

Ralph was suipnsod 'What* you are to pass into Dio 
knight^ service, and take the blodr-jaek and Die lance f 
' Indeed' replied Roland Gnsme, ' I am not , 1 am now leav- 
ing the service of Avenel for over ’ 

'ijid whither are you going thonf ’ said tho young peasant 
'Nay, that is a question which it craves tune to answer I 
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have that matter to determine yet,’ icplied the disgraced 
favourite 

*Nay, nay/ said Balph, wanaat you it is the same to you 
uluch way you go my lady would not dismiBs you till she 
liad put some lining into the pouches of your doublet/ 

^Sordid slave said Edand Gnome, ^dost thou ttunk 1 
would have accepted a boon from one who was givmg me over 
a pr^ to detraction and to nun, at the instigation of a canting 
pnest and a meddlmg serving-woinaii t The bread that I bad 
bought witli such an alms would have choked me at the first 
mouthful ’ 

Balph looked at his quondam fiieud with an air of wonder 
not ummxed with contempt 'Well,’ he said at length, 'no 
occasion for passion — each man knows his ovrn stomach best; 
but, weio I on a black mooi at this tune of day, not knowing 
whither I was gomg, 1 should be glad to have a bioad piece or 
two m my pouch, come by them as I could But peibaps you 
will go with me to my father^s — ^that ii^ for a night, for to- 
monow we expect my undo Menelaus and all his folk , but, as 
I said, foi one night ^ 

The cold-blooded limitatiou of the offered shelter to one 
night only, and that tendeied most unwnllin^y, offended the 
jmde of the discarded favourite 

'I would rathei sleep on the fresh heather, as I have done 
many a night on less occasion,’ said Edand Gieeme, 'than in 
the smoky garret ofyoui fathei, that m ue ll s of peat-smoke and 
usquebaugh like a Kghlander's plaid ’ 

*You may choose, my master, if you aie so nice,’ replied 
Ralph Fisher, ‘you may be glad to smell a peat-fir^ and 
i^ueba^h too, if you ]oamey long in the fashion you propose* 
^ou might have said “God-Ormearcy for ymr pioffer,” thoii^ , 
it 18 not evoiy one will put themselves in the way of ill-wiU by 
iiarbounng a discarded serrmgHman ’ 

Roland Grsam^ *I would pray you to lemembcr 

thatihavo switched you befoienow, and this IS the same ndms- 

^ tasted ’ ® 

di figjjfie, arrived at his 
most complete personal 
at the tibreatb of the 

‘ but not tho same hand , 
B in a ballad Look you, 
switch was up, it was no 


xvaipn, WHO was a thickset clow 
full strength, and consdous of tl 
supenonty, laughed oontemptiiolu 


* It may be the same ■wand,’ he sa 
and that is ns good rhyme as if it v 
my lady’s page that nas, when voi 
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fear of you, but of your betteis, tHiat kept miuo down , and I 
v,ot not Mbat luudera me fiom deanng old scoies witli this 
liozel rung, and showing you it was your lady’s lirery-coat 
which 1 spaiod, and not }om flesh and blood, blaster Hdand ’ 
In the midst of his rage, Roland Gieome was just wise enough 
to see that^ by ooutiniuug this alteication, he would subject 
lumself to TOiy lude treatment from the booi, who was so much 
oldoi and stiongoi than himself, and while his antogonisf^ with 
a sort of jeeiiug laugh of defiance, seemed to pro'i^e tlio con- 
test, he felt the full bitterness of his own deluded condition, 
and burst into a passion of tean^ which he lu vam eudeavouied 
to conceal with both his hands 

Even the lOugh chml was moved with the distress of his 
quondam compamon 

^Nay, Miastei Rolaud,’ he said, ‘ I did hut as ’tweie jest with 
thee , I would not harm tliee, man, w cie it but fen old acqiiaiut- 
auce sake But evei look to a mau’s mches me 30U talk of 
switching , why, tliine aim, man, is but lilce a spmdlo compared 
to miue But luuk, 1 beat old Adam Woodcock hallooing to 
his hawk Come along, man, w'e will have a meny afternoon, 
and go jolhly to my ^ther^s^ ui spite of the peat-smoke and 
usquebaugh to boot Maybe we may put you into some honest 
way of wimimg yom bieo^ though ifs haid to come 1^ in these 
bioken tmies ’ 

The unfortunate page made no answer, uoi did he withdmw 
his hands fiom his ^ce, and Eidiei continued m what he 
imagined a suitable tone comfoit 

‘Why, man, when you weio my lady’s nuuion, men held 
you pioii^ and some thought you a Papist, and I w ot not w hat , 
and so, now that you have no one to beat 3011 oui^ 3011 must 
be companionable and liearty, and wait on the ministers ex- 
aminations, and put these thmgs out of folks’ heads , and if he 
says you are m fault, you must jouk jxiui liend to the stream , 
and if a gontloman, or a gentleman’s gontlcinau, gives you a 
rough wo]^ or a light blow, you must only say, “Thank you 
foi dusting my doublet,” or the like, os 1 haie done by 3m 
But liork to Woodcock’s whistle again. Corner and I will teach 
you all the tnck o&’t as wc go on ’ 

‘ I thank yon,’ said Roland Gneme, eudeavoming to assume 
an ail of maiflerence and of snpenonty , 'but I have anotliei 
path before m^ and were it otoeiwisc, I could not tiead m 
3’0ur8 ’ 

' Yeiy tiuo, klastcr Roland,’ niplicd the clown, 'and evciy 



THE ABBOT 


61 


man knows his own mattets best, and so I will not heep vou 
hpom the path, as you say Gire ns a grip of jour hand, man, 
for auid lang syne IfThat* notclappalms ere we parti-well, 
so be it—a wiM man will have his way, and so forewdl, and 
the blessing of the morning to yon ’ 

‘Good-HMTOw— good-moTEOw,* said Boland, hastily, and 
the cloTiii walked hghtly ofif, whistling as he went, and glad, 
apparently, to be nd of an acqnamtance whose claims might 
lie tzonblcaome, and who had no longer the means to be service- 
able to him 



augur any vacillation of purpose, or uncerUmty of object, from 
his remaining on the same spot, but the effort was a painful one 
He seemed stunned, as it irere, and giddy , the earth on which 
ho stood fdt as if nnsound, and quai^ under his feet like the 
srface of a h(^ , and he had once or twice neatly fallen, thoudi 
lac path he trode was of firm greensward He kept resolnt^- 
moving fotmrd, m spite of the mtemal agitation to w hich the® 
symptoms hdonged, until the distant form of his acquaintance 
disappeaiM behind the slope of a hiH. when his hS failed at 
race, and, attmg down on the turf, remote from hnman ken 
^ gave way to the na^ espressions of wounded pnde, gnef 
bitta^“^ miresttamed piofnsion and unqu^ed 


Mquenccs of his own Mlv and if 
W notthceveessrf jontinned to do so 

luir TOotcetion presumption compeHed her to withdraw 

pistreaariTf ^ the 

aowpIfthehosmteli^thS^^ ^ve 1 done wdl to 

I«telress.rSl’ri““? than matomal kindness, mv 
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a Funtan , that I have been thoughtless^ but not itickcd^ that 
in xny mldest moments I have loved, respected, and honouied 
her j and that the orphan boy might inaeed bo heedless^ but 
vras never ungrateful > ’ 

Eb turned, as these thoughts passed through his mind, and 
began hastily to retiead his foots^ touuids the castle But 
he checked the first eagerness of his repentant haste when ho 
reflected on the scom and contempt with which the fiunily ucre 
likely to see the retom of the fugitive humbled, as they must 
necessarily suppose him, into a supplicant, who requested pardon 
for his fault, and permission to return to his service Ho 
slackened his pac(^ but he stood not still 

'I care not,’ he resolutely determmed. Met them vi ink, pom^ 
nod, sneer, sp^ of the conceit which is humbled, of the pndo 
nhich has had a fall — care not, it is a penanoe duo to my 
folly, and 1 will endure it with patience But if she also, my bene* 
factiess — ^if she also should thmk me sordid and ueak-spintcd 
enough to beg, not for her pardon alone, but for a lenewal of 
the advantages which I denved from her favour-^ier suspicion 
of ^ meanness 1 cannot — I will not brook ’ 

ue stood stil], and his pnde^ rallying with constitutional 
obstmacy against his more just fedmg, uiged that he would 
incur the soom of the Lady of Avend rather than obtain her 
favour by followmg the course whidi the flrst ardour of his 
repentant fedmgs had dictated to him 

‘ If 1 had but some plausible prctevl^’ he thought—^ some 
ostensible reason for my return, some eixcuse to allege which 
might show I came not as a degraded suppheant or a discarded 
menial, I might go thither, hut as I am, 1 cannot my heart 
would leap from its place and burst ’ 

As these thoughts swept through his mmd, something passed 
in the air so near hm as to daezle his eyes, and almost to brush 
the plume m his cap He loolmd up — ^it was tLe favounte falcon 
of Sir Halbert, which, flying around his head, scorned to claim 
^s attention, as tliat of a wdl-known fnend Roland extended 
his arm, and gave the accustomed w hoop, and the falcon mstantly* 
settled on his wndi^ and began to pnme itself, glancing at the 
youth from time to time an acute and bnlliant beam of^ts hard 
cyCi which seemed to ask why he caressed it not with his usual 
fondness 

^ Ah, Diamond ' ’ he said, as if the bird understood him, ‘thou 
and I must be strangers henceforward Many a gallant stoop 
have I seen t^e mo^, and many a brave heron strike down , 
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but that 18 all gone and ovei, and there is no hawking more 
forme)’ 

^And why not^ Master Eoland,’ said Adam TToodcock, the 
falconer, who came at that instant from behind a few alder 
hushes nvhich had concealed him from new — ‘ why should there 
be no moie hawking foi you? Why, man, what were our life 
without our sports? Thou know’st the jolly old song — 

And lather would Allan m dunaeon he, 

Than hve at lam where the fo^n cannot lly i 
And Allan wtmld rather lie m sexton’s pound, 

Than h\e where he fhllow’d not the meny hawk and hound/ 


Hie voice of the falconer was hearty and fncndly, and the 
tone m which he half-sung, half-recited his rude bilhul implied 
lumest frankness and cordiality But remembrance of then 
quarrel, and its oonsequences, embarmssed Roland, and pre- 
vented his reply The falconer saw his hesitation, and guessed 
the cause 

‘What now/ said he^ ‘Master Roland ? do you, who are half 
an Englishman, think that 1 , who am a whole one, would keep 
up anger against you, and you m distress ? T^t were like some 
of the Scots — ^my master’s reverence always excepted — who can 
be fail and false, and wait their time^ and keep then mind, as 
thOT say, to themselvei^ and touch pot and flagon with you, 
and hunt and hawk with you, and, after all, when time serves, 
^y off some old feud with tiie point of the dagger. Canny 
Yorkshire has no memory for such old soies Why, an 
youhad hit me a rough mow, maybe I would rather have taken 
it from you than a rough w^ from another, foi you have a 
good notion of falconry, though you stand up for washing the 
meat for the qr&ses. So give us j’our hand, man, and hear no 
malice’ 


Roland, thou^ he felt his proud blood rebel at the famih- 
Miy of honest Adam’s address, could not resist its downright 
mukuM Covering his face with the one hand, he hdd out 
the ^er to the falconer, and returned with readmess his 
fnendly grasp • 

W^, tins 18 hearty now,* said Woodcock; ‘1 always said 
youhad akmd heart, though you have a spice of the devil in 
ymir disposition, that is oertam I came this way with the 
falcon on purpose to find you, and yon half-bied lubbud told 
me whu^ way you took flight Ton ever thought too much 
of that kestnl-kite^ Master Boland, and he knows nou^t of 
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sporfcy fiftor Urll, but what ho caught fiom jou I saw how it 
had ^cn bctwi\t mt, and I sent him out of my company ^ith 
a Maiuon , I Tioidd ratfaoi have a Mei on my perch than a false 
knavG at my elboM And now, Mastei Bolandi tell mo what 
way wing yo7’ 

‘That IB as God pleases/ leplicd the page, witli a sigh >vhich 
he could not suppress 

‘Nay, mnu, nc\oi dioop a foatliei foi being cast off/ said 
thefnlcouci, ‘who knows but you may soai the botto and 
fairer flight for aU this yet 7 Look at Diamond there, ’tis a 
noble bird, and shows gallantly with hib hood and bells and 
jesses, but thcio is many a wild falcon m Norway that would 
not diango propm tics with him And that is what I would 
say of you You aio no lougei my lady’s pag^ and you will 
not dotho so fmi, oi feed so wdl, oi deep so soft, or show so 
gallant AViiat of all tliat? if you aio not hei page, you aie 
your own man, and maygowheio yon will, without minding 
whoop 01 whistle The w'oist is the loss of the spoit, but who 
knows what j’ou may come to 7 They say that Sii Halbert 
himsdf — I speak with lercicnoe — was once glad to be the 
abbolfs foicbtcr, and now he has hounds and hawks of his own, 
and Adam Woodcock foi a falcouei to the boot ‘ 

‘You aie light, and say well, Adam/ answeied the jouth, 
the blood mantling m his cheeks ^l^o falcon will soar higher 
without his bolls with them, though the bells be made of 
silvei ’ 

‘That IS cheeiily spoken,’ icphcd tlie foloonei , and whithei 
now 7’ 

‘I thought of going to the Abbey of Eennaquhau,’au8wered 
Boland Gimme, ‘to the counsel of Fathei Ambrm ’ 

‘And joj go with TOu,’ said the falconer, ‘though it is bkdy 
you may find the old monks m some sorrow they say the 
commons aio thieatemng to tmii them out of then cdls, and 
make a devil’s mass of it lu the old dimch, thinking they have 
forborne that sport too long, and troth I am deai of the same 
opimon’ 

‘Then will Faiifiei Ambiose be the bettm of lutimg afhend 
beside him > ’ said the poge^ manfully 

‘Ay, but, my young fearnought^’ leplied the foloouer, ‘the 
friend will scaice to the better of b^g beside Father Ambiose 
he may come by the icddei’s lick, and that is evei the woist 
of the battle ’ 

'I care not foi that,’ said the page, ‘the dread of a hdk 
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should not hold me back^ but 1 fear I znaj fanng trouble 
between the biothers visitmg Father Ambiose* Iwdl tarry 
to-night at St Cuthbert’s cell, -^^here the old pnest will give 
me a night’s shelter ^ and 1 will send to Father Ambrose to 
a^ his ^Yice before I go down to the convent ’ 

^By Our Lady,’ said the falconer, * and tlmt is a likely plan i 
And now,’ he contmued, changing ks fiankness of manner for 
a sort of aukward embarrassment, as if he had somewhat to 
say that ho had no leady means to biing out — ‘and no^^, you 
wotwdl Uiat I wear apouch foi my haw& meat,'^ and so forth, 
but wot ye what it is Imed with, Mastei Roland t ’ 

‘With leather, to be sure,’ replied Boland, somewhat sur- 
prised at die hesitation with which Adam Woodcock aslced a 
question anparentijf so simple 

‘With leathei, ladl’ said Woodcock , *ay, and with silver to 
the boot of that See heie,’ bo said, showing a seciet dit m 
the lining of his bag of ofBco — here they aie, tlurty good Hany 
gloats as evei iveie struck in bluff old Hal’s time, and ten of 
them are light heartily at youi scraco , and now the murder 
18 out’ 


Roland’s first idea was to refuse this assistance, but he 
rccoUeoted the vows of humihty 'sbeh ho had just taken upon 
him, and it occuned tliat this was the opportunity to put his 
new-formed resolntion to the test Assummg a stiong com' 
mand of himself, ho answered Adam Woodcock with as much 
fmnkness as his natme permitted him to vrear, m doing what 
Tias so contrary to his inclmations, that be accepted thankfully 
of his kmd oficr, while, to soothe his own reviving piide, he 
help adding, *He hoped soon to requite the obligation ’ 
‘That as you list — ^that as jou list, young man,’ said the 
Mconei, with glee, counung out and delivenng to his young 
fnond the supply he had so generously offered, and then adding 
with gri^t cheerfulness—* How you may go thiough the woild 
for he that can back a horse, wind a horn, halloo a greyhound, 
fly a hawk, and play at swoi^ and buckler, with a ^hole pan 
of 8hoe^ a gieen jacket, and ten lily-white groats in his pouch, 
himself m his own jesses Fai^elL 

and God be mth yon ' ’ 

So saying, and as if desirous to avoid the thanks of his 
companion, he turned hastily round, and left Roland Grmme to 
pursue ms jomney alone 


* Scorns for mvks'Mesii ^*oUS. 
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The sacred tapers’ Ir^ts axe gone, 

Grey moss has clad tiio altar stoaoj 
The holy image is o’erthroivD, 

The bell has ceased to toll 

. The long nbb’d aisles are borat oud shrunk, 

^Die holy shnnes to lum sunk, 

Departed is the pious monl^ 

God’s blessing on bis sw * 

Jtodtmm, 

Tm cdl of St Cuthbert) as it 'tras calledf moiked, oi was 
supposed to maik, one (k those lestmg-pkoes which that 
Tenerable saint \ras pleased to assign to lus monks, vhon his 
convent, being dnven from Lindisfem by the Danes, become a 
penpatetio society of leligiomsts, and, beaimg their potion’s 
body on their shoulders, transported him from place to place 
through Sootlaiid and the borders of England, until he was 
pleas^ at lengtli to spoie them the p&m of canying him faithei, 
and to choose his ultmuite place of lest m the loimy towers of 
Dmham The odour of his sanctity lemomod belund him at 
each place wheie he had granted the monks a transient respite 
from their labours , and pioud \reie those who could assign 
as his temporaiy lesting-place any spot withm their vicmity 
Theie wrere few cells moie celebrated and honoured than that 
of Sb Cuthheri^ to which Boland Graeme now bent his way, 
situated consideiably to the north-west of the great Abbey of 
Eennaquhair, on which it was dependent In neighbour- 
hood were som^ of those recommendations which woiglicd with 
the experienced pnesthood of Borne lu dioosmg then sites for 
places of religion 

There was a w*d], possessed of some medicinal qualities 
whidb of course^ claimed the saint for its guardian and patron, 
and occasionally produced some advantage to the recluse who 
inhabited his cdl, smee none could reasonably expect to benefit 
by the fountain who did not extend then bounty to the samfa 
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chaplain A few roods of fertile land afforded tho monk lus 
plot of garden ground, an eiomcnce well dothed y^ith trees 
rose bebmd the cell, and shdteied it from the north and tho 
east^ ^hde the front, opening to the south-west, looked up a 
wild but pleasant down which wandered a hvdy biook, 
which battled with evci^ stone that mtemipted its passage 
The cdl itself was rathei plamlj than ruddy constmoted'— 
a low Gk)thio building with two small apartments, one of which 
served the pnest for his dwellmg-place, tho other for his chapel 
As there were few of the secular clergy who durst venture to 
reside so near the Bordei, tho assistance of this monk in spintual 
afito had not been useless to the community while the 
Catholic rdigion letamed the ascendency, as he could marry, 
cbnstou, and administer the other sacraments of the Boman 
Church Of late, however, as the Piotestmit doctrines gained 
ground, he had found it convenient to hve m close letuement) 
and to avoid, as much as possibly drawing ufK)n himself obseiv 
vataon or animadversion The appearance of his habitatum, 
however, when Edand Gr»mo came bcfoie it m the (te of 
the evening, plainly diowed that his caution had been finally 
ineffectual , 



fastened to the doo^post hj the lower, and conld therefore no 


receiving no answer when he knocked and called, Boland b^ 
fo look more at leisure upon the eitenor of the little dwdlmg, 
before he ventured to entei it The fiowera, which had beS 
trained with care against tbe walls, seemed to have been 
recently to down, and tnulod their dishonoured garlands on 
rae earth, the latticed window was broken and dashed m 
™ garden, which the monk had mamtamed by his constant 
labour m the highest order and beauty, bore marks of havmff 
l»m lately1rod down and destnyed by the hoofe of animals 
and fhe feet of men ^ 

The samted spnng had not escaped It was wont to nse 
bmeath a canopy of nbbed andie^ with which the devotion of 
emei timw had secured and protected its healmg waters 
Anese were now almost entiidy demohdied, and the 
stones of which they were bmlt were tumbled mto the welL as 
It for the pu^ of chokmg up and destroying the fountaiiL 
winch, M It had shared m other days the honour of the s^ 
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was^ in the present^ doomed to partake hifi nnpopnlanij Bait 
of the roof had been pulled doi^n from the house its^, and an 
attempt hod been made 'nith crows and levers upon one of the 
angles^ by which several large comernstones had been forced out 
of their place ^ but the sohdily of ancient masonwork had 
proved too great for the tune or patience of the assailants^ and 
they had rehoquished their task of destructioi] Such ddap 
dat^ btuldingi^ after the lapse of years, dunng which natme 
has gradually covered the effects of violence w ith creepmg plants 
and with wcatfaer-stam^ exhibit^ amid their decay, a melonchcly 
beauty But when the visible effects of violence appear raw 
and recent there is no feeling to mitigate tiie beose of devasta^ 
tionwildi which they impress the spectators, and suc^ wasnow 
the scene on which the youthful page wuth the jiamful 
feelmgs it was qualified to excite 

When his fixib momentary suipnse was over, Boland Greeme 
was at no loss to conjecture the cause of these ravages The 
destruction of the Popish edifices did not take j^oee at once 
thioughout Scotland, but at difihrent tunes, and according to 
the spint which actuated the Beformed cleigy, same of whom 
instigated their hearers to these acts of demolition, and others 
w ith better taste and feeling, endeavoured to protect the ancient 
bhnne^ while they desired to see them punfi^ from the objects 
which had attracted idolatrous devotion Prom tune to tunc^ 
therefore, the populace of the Scottish towns and villages, when 
instigated either by their own feelings of abhorrence for Popish 
superstition or by tho doctrines of the more zealous preachers, 
resumed the work of destruction, and eteici&ed it upon somo 
sequestered chundi, chapel, or cell, which hod escaped tho first 
burst of tbeir mdignatioo against tho leligion of Borne In 
many places, the vices of the Catholic clergy, arising out of 
the wealth and tho corruption of that tremendous hierarchy, 
furnished too good an apolcg}' for wreaking vengeance upon 
the splendid edifices whicli they inhabited, and of this an old 
Scottish histonan gives a remarkable instance 

‘ Wliy mounry^’ said an aged matron, seeing the discontent 
of some of the citizens while a stately convent was burnt hj 
the multitude — ‘why mourn ye for its destruction f If you 
knew half the fiagitious wickedness which has been perpetrated 
within that house, you would rather bless the Dmne judgment 
which permits not even the senseless walls that screened such 
profligacy any longer to cumber Christian ground ^ ’ 

But ^though, in many instances, the destruction of the 
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Boman Catholic buildings might be, in the matron’s of 
judging, an act of justice, and in others an act of policy, tlicro 
IS no doubt that the humoui of demolishing monuments of 
ancient piety and mnnificcnci^ and that in a poor country like 
Scotland, \rlicre theie uas no chance of their being replaced, 
was both useless, mischievous, and baibaious 

In the present instance, the unpretending and quiet seclusion 
of the monk of St Cuthbert’s had hitherto saved him fiom tho 


general ^reck, but it would seem rum had now at Icngtli 
icaohcd him Anxious to discover if he had at least escaped 
personal harm, Boland Gnome entered the half-imncd cell 
Tho mtenorof tlie building was in a state ubich fully justi- 
fied the opinion he had formed from its external injuries Tho 
few rude utensils of the solitary’s hut were bioken down, and 
lay scattered on the flooi, where it seemed as if a fire had been 


made with some of the fragments to destroy the icst of his 
property, and to consume, m particular, the rude old image of 
St Cuthherti m its episcopal habit, which lay on tlie hearth, 
like Bagon of yore, snatteied with the axe and scoiched with 
the flames, hut only partially destroyed In tho little apart- 
ment which served as a chapel, tlio altar was overthrown, and 
the four huge stones of which it had been once composed lay 
scattered around the floor The large stone crucifix which 
occupied the niche behind the altar, and fronted the supplicant 
while he paid his devotion there, had been pulled down, and 
dashed Isy its own weight into tiireo fragments There were 
maiks of sledge-hammers on each of these , yet the image had 
iMen saved fiom utter demolition by the size and strength of 
the reaming fragments, which, though much injured, retained 
enough of the onginal sculpture to show what it had been 
intended to rqiresent * 

Mand G^e, Becrotly muted in tlie tenets ol Rome, saw 
Tuitb horror the profanation of tho most sacred emblem, accord- 
mg to his creed, of our holy icligion 

‘It 18 the badge of our ledempbon,’ he said, ‘which tlie 
felons have dared to violate , would to God my weak staength 
weie able to icplace it — my humble tevetenijp to atone for tho 


Jic sioopra w tne task ho first meditated, and with a sudden, 
and to mimolf almost an mcrediblc, exertion of powei be lifted up 
of lower shaft of the cros^ and rested it 
upon tlie edge of the la^e stono which served foi its pedestal 
* See Qcli of BL Gathbert Note & 
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Encouraged bj tins succesa, be aj^ied lus force to the oiihcr 
extremity, and, to his own astoniwmcnt^ succeeded so far as to 
elect the loiicr end of the limb into the socket^ out of which it 
lutd been forced, and to place this fragment of tlio image up- 
nght 

While ho Tins emplo^'cd m this labour, or rather at tJio xciy 
moment \khcn hoimd accomplished the delation of the frag- 
ment, a voice, m thnllmg and wdl-knonn accents, spoke bdund 
him these words 'Well donc^ thou good and faithful servant ’ 
Thus would I again meet the child of my lore — ^tho hope of my 
aged eyes' 

Noland turned round in astomshment^ and the tall com- 
mundmg form of Magdalen Gnome stood beside him She was 
arrayed m a sort of loose habit^ in form hkc that worn pern- 
tents in Cathohe countnes, but black m colour, and approach- 
ing nb near to a pilgrim’s doak as it was safe to wear m a 
country w here the suspicion of Catholic devotion m many places 
endangered the safety of those who woie suspected of attach- 
ment U> the anoient faith Boland Gxaime thi^ himself at her 
feet She raised and embraced him, with affection indeed, but 
not nnnuxed with gravity whidi amounted almost to sternness 

'Thou hast kept wdl,’ she said, 'the bird in thy bosom 
As a boy, as a 3 outh, thou hast hdd fast thy failh amongst 
heretics thou hast kept thy secret and mme own amongst 
tfame enemies. I wept when I parted from you — 1, who seldom 
weep^ then shed teors^ less for thy death tlian for thy spmtnal 
danger I daied not even see thee to bid thee a last faiewdl , 
my gnof — ^my swelling gnef had betrayed me to these heretics 
But thou hast been huthful , down — down on thy knees before 
the holy sign, whtdx evil men injure and blaspheme — down and 
praise saints and angels for the grace they Iwve done the^ in 
pieserving thee from the leprous plague which deaves to the 
house in which thou wert nurtured > ’ 

' my mother— so I must ever call you,’ lephed Grasme — 
'if I am returned such as thou wouldst wish me, thou must 
tliauk the care of the pious Fhther Ambrose, whose mstructions 
confirmed jom ^ily precepts^ and tau^t me at once to be 
faithful and to be silent’ 

'Be he blessed for it < ’ said sbe — 'blessed m tlie cdl and in 
the field, m the pulpit and at the altar ’ The samts zom blese- 

* An expression used In Sir Bslidi P bi r v, dafn m the batOe of Hedge!) Moorln M64, 
"vthni dsfing, to ^ress nil hsTii^ pnsened nnituned his fidelit) to the home of 
LsneoBter 
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ings on him ^ Th^ are just^ and emploj his pious cate to 
counteiact tihe evils vrhich. his detested brotliGr vrorks against 
the T^Jm and tiie churdi But he knew not of thy lineage?’ 

conld not n^elf tell him thaV answered Roland 
knew hat darkly ftm your words that Sir Halbert Glendinning 
holds mine inheritance, and that I am of blood as nohle as runs 
in the veins of any Scottish hatou , these are thmgs not to he 
forgotten, but for the explanation I must now look to you.’ 

‘And when tune suits thou shalt not ask for it in vain 
But men say, my son, that thou art hold and sudden , and 
those who bear such tempers are not l^htly to be trusted with 
wbat wiU strongly move them ’ 

‘Say rather, my mother/ returned Boland Gneme, ‘that 1 
am laggard and cold-blooded , what patience or endurance can 




tuB religion ndiculed and insulted, yet failed to plunge bis 
dagger mto the blasphemer’s bosmn I * 

‘Be contented, my child/ replied Magdalen Grasme, ‘the 
tune, which then and even now demands patience, wall soon 
npen to that of effort and action, great events are on the 
wmg, and thou^thou shalt have thy share m advancing them. 
Thou hast relinquished the service of the Lady of Avenel ? ' 

‘ I Imve heeu dismissed from it^ xny mother — have lived to 
he dismissed, as if I were the meanest of the tram/ 


‘It is the better, my child,’ replied she , ‘ thy mind will be the 
more hardened to undertake that which must be performed.’ 

‘Let It be nothing, then, against the Lady of Avenel,’ said 
the mge^ ‘ as thy look and wc^ seem to imply. I have eaten 
her bread—! have experienced her favour, I will nmther 
mjure nor betray her ’ 

‘Of that hereafter, my son,’ said she, ‘hut learn tins, that 
It K not for thee to capitulate in thy duly, and to say this will 
I do, and that will I leave undone No, Boland » God and 
man will no longer abide the wickedness of this generation. 
Seest thou those fragments— knowest thou what they repre- 
sentt-^d const thou think it is for thee to make distmetons 
amonpt a race so accursed by Heaven that they renounce 
violate blaspheme, and destroy whatsoever vfc are commanded 
to urfievc m, whatsoever wc are commanded to teverencel’ 

As she spoke, she bent her head towards the broken image, 
with a countenance in which strong resentment and zeal wm 
^gled jnth an expression of ecstatic devotion , she raised her 
left hand aloft as m the act of makmg a vow, and thus pro- 
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cccdcd * * Bow w 1 tjicw for mo, blessed sj mlwl of our tah alien— 
bow 'uihicsH, holy 8amt, \uthin %\hoBo Molnted temple tivo eland, 
that as it 18 not for xengonneo of my onn that my hate pursues 
these people, BO ncitlici, for any fas our oi Gaitjily afTcciJoii 
towuidri any amongst thorn, mil I witlidmti in} liand fiom the 
jilough, sshen it sh.ill pass thioiigh Uio desolcd fiirron I Beni 
TMtness, lioly saint, onco thyself a asandcicr and fngitno as wo 
are now— hew Vritnoss, Af other of Alorcy, Queen of IIca\on — 
ItCfir witness, hnixits and angels ’ ’ 

In this liigh strain of cnlhuBinsm bho stood, raising lier eyes 
llnoiigli tho fractiucfl loof of the snult to tlic btaiK winch now 
licgan to twinkle thiough the pale twilight, wliilo tlio long gicj 
ticssoswhich hung down osci hci bhouldcis wared in die niglit* 
btre^o, wliicli tlio chasm and fnictuied windows ■ulmiUed 
ficely 

Boland Oimmo was too much awed hy calls habits, as well 
ns b} llic m}slcuoub import of hci wuids, to'^nsk for furthci 
csplanation of tho pnqioso hlio iihscuicly hinted at Noi did 
hiic farthoi picss him on the subject, foi, h.i\ing concluded het 
pia}or or obtestation, b} clasping Jici hands logcihci with 
holoninity, and then signing hci self with the exobb, bhc again 
addiobscd liei grandhoii, m a tone more adapted to thcordinniy 
business of life 

'Thou miibt lienee,’ slio 8.iid, ' Boland— thou must hence, 
but not till inonnng And now, liow wilt lliou bhift foi thy 
niglit’s quaitersf 'J'hou liast been more softly Ined tluiu when 
wo wcio oompanions in tho misty lulls of Ciimbcilaud and 
Liddesdalo ’ 

'1 hare at least picscucd, my good mothoi, tho habits 
w Inch I then IcRi tied— can he hard, feed b]Mniigly, and think 
it no haidship Since I was a waudcici mth thee on tlie hills, 1 
lia'ic been a lumtci, and fishei, and fowlei, and cadi of these 
IS neonetomed to deep fiooly in a worbo shelter tlian sacnlcgc 
lias left ub lieio ’ 

' Tlian sacrilege lias left us hole ! ’ haid tho matron, repealing 
Ins woids, and pausing on them 'Alost tiiio, my sou, and 
God’s faithful childicn tiio now worst slioltcicd when they lodge 
in God’s own hoti^ and tho demesne of IJis blessed saints We 
shall sleep cold lieio under tho inght-wind, which wlnstlGS 
thiough tho blenches that hoicsy has made They shall ho 
warmci who made thorn — ay, and thiough a long hcroaftci ' ' 

NotwiHistanding tho wild and singular expressions of this 
femnlo, she appealed to lotam towards Boland Giicmo, in a 
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Btnmg dcgreo, tliat affectionate and sedulouB love which womeu 
bear to their nurslinge^ and the cluldroa dependent on their 
care It seemed as if she would not penmt him to do aught 
foi himself which in former days her attention had been used 
to do for him, and that considered the tall stripling before 
her as being equally dependent on her careful attention os when 
he was the orphan child who had owed all to her affectionate 
Bohcitiide 

‘What hast thou to oat now?' she said, as, leaving the 
chapel, they went into the deserted habitation of the pnest^ 
‘01 what means of kindhng a fire, to defend thee from this raw 
and inclement air? Poor child! thou hast made dight pro- 
vision for a long journey , nor hast thou sluU to help thyself by 
wit» when means ore scanty Bat Our Lady has placed by thy 
side one to whom want, in all its forms, is as familiar as plenly 
and splendour have formeily been And with want, Boland^ 
come the arts of which she is the inventor ' 


With an actiYe and officious diligence, which strangely con- 
trasted with hei late abstracted and high tone of Oothoho 
devotion, she set about her domestic arrangements for the 
evening A pouch, which was hidden under her garment, pro- 
duced a flint and ste^, and fiom the scatteied fragments oiound 
(those pertainmg to the image of St Cuthbert scrupulously 
exited) she obtamed ^hnters sufficient to raise a Bparkhng 
and cheerful fiie on the hearth of the deserted cell 
‘And now,* she said, ‘for needful food * 

Think not of it, mother,* said Boland, ‘ you yourself 
col hunger It is a little thing for mo to endure a night’s 
abstinence, and a small atonement for the necessary trans- 
gression of the rules of the church upon which I was compelled 
during my stay m the castle ’ ^ 

‘ Hunger for myself ' ’ answered the matron ‘ Know, youth, 
hunger till that of her child a 
TOtistied AM with affeotionnte inconsistenCT', totally different 
from her imal manner, she added, ‘ Roland, yon must not fast , 
you have dispensation, you aie youngs and to Touth food and 
BlMp are neceswnes not to be dispensed wi^ Hushand your 
’f “V * ’ y®” sovereign, your reffgion, your country 

^uire It Isjt ^0 macerate by fast and vi^ a body which 
aan only suffer; let youth, m these activo tunes, nou^ the 
™ “fd the strength which action requires ' 

^ produced the 

means of stnlong fin^ furnished provision foi a meal , of which 
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Bho herself scaioo partook, but anxiously watehod her ohaigc, 
Uikiiig a picasuxo, resembling that of an epicure, in each morsel 
mluch he 8wnllo\\cd, ^\xth a youthful appetite ^^hich abstmcncc 
had rendered unusually sharp Eoland readily obeyed her re- 
commendations, and ate the food uliich she so ancctionatcly 
and camcbtly placed bofoic hxin. But slio f>hook her head \vhcn 
united by him in return to paitikc of theicfxebhmentheroun 
r.ircs liad fiiniished, and uhen his solicitude became more 
pressing, she rcfuhcd him in a loftier tone of rejection 

‘Young man,’ blic fkiul, '3011 knou not to uhom, or of what, 
3*ou speak TI1C3 to whom llca\cii declares its purpose must 
incut its communication by mortifjing the senbes, they hare 
tliat withm which requites not tlic bupi^mty of carthl} uutn- 
ment, which is noccbbtiry to those who arc witliout the sphere 
of the Vision To them the watch &pcut in pm^ci is a lofrcsh- 
ing dumber, and the sense of doing the will of Hc.neu is a 
nclicr banquet than tlie tables of monarchs can spread before 
them ^ But do thou bleep K>ft, my son/ she said, relapsing from 
the tone of fanaticism into that of niatcmal affection and 
tenderness — ‘do thou sleep bound while life is but young with 
thee, and the Oiucs of the day Ciin bo drowned m tlic slumbciw 
of tbo ovoning Diffcient is thjr dut> and nunc, and as different 
the means 1)3 which we must qualify and sticngthcn oursehes 
to pel form it JF!iom thee is demaiiaod strength of bod3'' — ^from 
mo strength of soul ’ 

Wlicn she tlius a[)oke, ihc picpaicd with read3' address a 
jxillct-coucli, oompo&cd partly ai tiic dried leases winch had 
once funuslicd a bed to the sohtaiy, and the guests who 
occasionally rcccncd his hospitality, and which, neglected by 
the destn)3'ers of his humble cell, liad remained little distuibed 
in the corner allotted for them To these her care added some 
of tlio vestures which la3 tom and scattered on the flooi With 
n zealous hand she selected oil such as appc<ued to Imie made 
an3^ part of tlio sacerdotal lestment^ laying them aside as 
sacred from otdmoiy purposes, and with the rest she mad^ 
With de\terous piomptness^ su<^ a bed as a weazy mau might 
willingly stretch himself on , and dnnng the tune she was pre- 
paring it, lejeoLcd,^ even witli aciimouy, any attempt which the 
youth made to assist hei, or any entreaty whidi he urged that 
she should accept of tlio place of lebt for hoi own use ‘ Sleep 
thou/ said slie, ‘Boland Gimmo — sleep thou*— tho pezseouted, 
the dismbonted orphan — ^the son of an ill-fated mother— sleep 
thou < I go to pray m the dhapel beside thee ’ 
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The manner Tvas too enthusiastically earnest^ too obstinately 
firm, to penmt Boland Gncme to dispute her will any farther 
Tet ho folt some shame in giving way to it. It seemed as if 
she had forgotten the years that had passed away since their 
parting , and expected to meet^ in the tall| indulged, and wilful 
youth whom she had recover^ the passive obedience of the 
child whom she had left in the Oastle of Avenel This did not 
fail to hurt her grandson’s oharactenstic and constitutional 
pnde He obeyed, indeed, awed mto submission by the sadden 
recoirence of former suhoriinatiQn, and hy feelmgs of affection 
and gratitude Stdl, however, he felt the yoke 

'Have I relmquishcd the hawk and the hound,’ he said, 'to 
become tbe pupd of her pleasure, as if I were still a child} I, 
whom even my envious mates allowed to be superior in those 
exercises which they took most pains to acquire, and which 
came to me naturally, as if almowledge of them l^d been xny 
birthright} This may not, and must not he I wiU he no re- 
dainied roorrow-hawk, w*ho is earned hooded on a woman’s 
wnst, and has his quarry only shown to him when his eyes are 
uncovered for his flight I wiU know her purpose ere it is 
proposed to me to aid it ’ 

These and other thoughts streamed through the mind of 
Boland Gneme , and, although weaned with tbe fatigues of the 
day, it was long ere he could compose himself to lest 
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Encol mth me— sisear it— 'tis not in ^ords 1 trnsi^ 

8ft\e nhon they're foneod with as appeal to IIoa\on 

Aftbr passing the night in that sound sloop foi whicli agitation 
and fatiguo had piepaxed bun, Roland i\as a^akcnicd by Uio 
flesh morning air, and by the beams of the iismg sim His 
first feeling ^vas that of suipiiso ^ foi, instood of looking foith 
fiom a tunet vrmdow on mters of the Lake of Arcncl, 
whioli was the prospect his fanner abutment nfibidcd, an 
unlatticed aperture gave him tlio yion of the doinohshod 
golden of tlie bamdied anchoiito Ho sato up on his couch of 
leaves, and arrouged m lus memory, not without wondoi, the 
smgular events of the picoedmg day, which appealed the moio 
siirpnsing the more he oonsidoiod tliom Ho liad lost tlic pro* 
tcchess of his youth, and, m the some da^ lie had locovcrod 
the guide and guoidiau of his childhood The fonnoi dopiva- 
tion he fdt ought to bo mattei of unceasing and it 

scorned as if the latter could hardly bo the subject of unmixcd 
self-congiatulation He lomomborcd this person, who had 
stood to him m the iclatiou of a mothei, os equally afibctionato 
m hei attention and absolute m her authonty A singtilai 
mixture of love and fear attended upon his eaily remombr^ccs 
08 they weie connected witli her, and the fcni tliat she might 
define to losumo tho same absolute control over his motions — 
a feoi w*hidi her conduct of yesteiday did not tend much to 
dissipate — weighed heavily against the joy of tins second 
meeting ^ 

*Sho cannot mean,’ said his using pndc, ‘to lend and dncct 
me as a pupl, when I am at tho age of judging of my own 
actions lathis she cannot mean, oi meamng it, will feel herself 
stiangcly decel^'ed ’ 

A sense of giatitude towards the pcison against whom his 
heart thus rcbdled dicckcd this course of feeling Ho resisted 
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the ’which involuataTily arose in his inindj as he 

would have reasted an actual insbgatioli rf the foul fiend; 
and, to aid him in his BtrogglCi he felt for his heads But, in 
hiB hasty departure from the Castle of Avenel, he had forgotten 
and left them behind him 

*Thia IB yet worse/ he said, ^hut two things I learned of her 
under the most dea^y charge of secrecy — ^to tell my head^ 
and to conceal that I did bo , and I have kept my word till 
now, and when she shall ask me for the xosaiy, I must say 1 
have forgotten it I Do I deserve she should heheve mo when 
I say I have kept the secret of my faith, when I set so light by 
itsisymhoir 

He paced the floor m anxious agitation In fact^ his 
attachment to his faith was of a nature very different from 
that which animated the enthusiastio matron, but which, notr 
withstandmg, it would have been his last thought to relmquish 

The earfy charges impressed on him by his grandmother 
had been msfalled mto a mmd and memory of a character 
peculiarly tenacious Child as he was, he was proud of the 
confidence reposed m his discretion, and resolved to show that 
it had not been rashly entrusted to him* At the same time, 
his resolution was no more than that of a child, and must^ 
necessarily, have gradually faded away under the operation 
both of precept and example, duimg his residence at the Castle 
of Avenel, hut for the exhortations of Fatbei Ambrose, who, m 
his lay estate, had been called Edwaid Glendinniug. lliis 
zealous monk had been apprised, by an unsigned lettei placed 
in his hand by a pilgnm, tlmt a child educated m the Catholic 
faith was now m Ihe Castle of Avenel, perilously situated (so 
was the scroll expressed) as ever the three children who were 
cost mto the fiery fomace of persecution The letter threw 
upon Father Ambrose the fault ^ould this sohtary lamb, 
imwillmgly loft within the demesnes of the prowling wolf, 
become his final prey There needed no farther mdiortation to 
the monk than the idea that a soul might be endangered, and 
that a Catholic might become an apostate ; and he mode his 
visits more frequent than usual to the CaRle of Avenel, lest, 
through want of the pnvate encouragement and mstniction 
which he always found some opportumty ^spensing, the 
church should lose a pros^yt^ and, accordmg to the Bomish 
creed, the devil acquire a soul. 

Sfcdl these mtei views were rare; and though they encour- 
aged the solitary boy to keep hia secret and hold fost his 
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rebgtou, thoj were neither frequent nor long onough to inspue 
him with anTthiug beyond a blind attachment to the obseir- 
auccB which the pnest recommended He adhered to the forms 
of luB rehgxonj rather because ho felt it would bo dishonourable 
to change that of hiB fathers than from any rational oonMction 
or sincoie bebef of its mysterious doctrines It iras a principal 
part of the distinction which| lu his own opinion, smgled him 
out from those with whom he In ed, aud gave him an adtoona], 
though an luternal aud oonoeoled, reason for contemning those 
of the household who showed an uudi^ised dislike of him, 
and for hardenmg himself against the instruotions of the 
cliaplaini Heniy liyaidcu 

^The fanatic preacher/ he thought uithin himself, dunng 
some one of the ohaplam’s fiequont discourses against the 
Church of Home, ‘ho little knmis whose ears me receiving his 
piofone doctiine, and with what contempt and abhonence they 
heal hia blosphomies against the holy religion which kmgs 
have been ci'owzied and for which moityrs have died ^ ’ 

But m such proud feelings of do&mco of heresy, as it was- 
toimed, and of its piofessors, which associated the Catholic 
religion with a sense of generous mdepcndence, and that of the 
Piotestouts witli the subjugation of his mind and temper to the 
direction of Mr Worden, l^gan aud ended the faith of Boland 
Gnome, who, ludopendently of the pnde of singulanty, sought 
not to understand, and had no one to expound to ]bm, the 
peoulianties of the tenets which he professed His rcgict, 
theiefbi^ at missing the rosary which had been convey^ to 
him thiough the bands of Father Ambrose was nitker the 
shame of a soldici who has dropped his cockade^ or badge of 
seince, than that of a zealous ^otary who had forgotten a 
visible symbol of his idigion 

His thoughts on the subject^ however, were mortifym^ and 
the more so from apprehension that his negligence must reach 
tire oars of his rdative He felt it could be no one but bei 
who had secretly transmitted these beads to Father Ambrose 
for his use, and that his carelessness was but an mdifPerent 
requital of her kinSuess 

‘Nor will she omit to ask me about them,* said ho to 
hunself , ‘ for hers is a zeal which age cannot quell , and if she 
has not quitted her wont, myanswez will not fail to mceuse 
her* 

While ho thus communed with himself, Magdalen Gimme 
entered the apartment ‘ Hie blessing of the morning on youi 
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mm head, my son,^ she said, ^nth a solemity of expwssum 
which thnSed the youth to the heart, so sad and earnest M 
the henedictioo how from her lips, in a tone where devotiOT 
was Wended with affection *Aiid thou bast sto^ thus rfy 
from thy couch to catch the first breath of the dawn ? JJut it 
18 not well, my Koland Enjoy elumbor while thou c^t, the 
tune IS not far behind when the wakmg cyo must be thy 
portion ns wdl 88 mine ’ 

She utteted flwse words with an affecbonato and annons 
tone, which showed that, devotional as were the hatol 
exercises dt her mmd, the thoughts of her nnishng yet hound 
her to ear th with the cords of human a&ction and passion 

But she abode not long in a mood which she probably 
regarded os a momentary dereliction of her imagmaiy high 
isaiimir f fthfl sftid. * vouth. uD ood bo doinc It is time 


* And whither do ae gol* said Idic young man , *oi wkt is 
the object of our journey?’ 

The matron stopped back, and gazed <m him with surpnse, 
not nmmngled with displeasure 

^To what purpose such a questum?’ she said, 'is it not 
enough that I lead the way? Hi«t thou lived with heieUcs 
till thou hast learned to rastal the vanity of Ihme own pnvatc 
judgment in place of due honour and obedience?^ 

'The time,* thought Roland Giseme withm himsdf, 'is al- 
ready come when I must ^tabhsh my foecdom or be a willing 
thrall for ever 1 fed that I must speedily look to it * 

She mstantly fulfilled his forebo^g, by reeuinng to tbe 
theme by which her thoughts seemed most oonstani^y engrossed, 
al^ough, when she plea^ no one could so peife^y disguise 
hcri^on 

' Thy beads, my son— hast thou told thy heads?* 

RoW Grseme coloured hi^, he fdt the storm was ap- 
proadiing, but scosmed to avert it by a falsehood 

'I have forgotten my losaiy,* he said, 'at the Oastie of 
Aveuel’ 

'Forgotten thy rosary i* die exclaimed*, 'false both to re- 
ligion and to natural duty, hast thou lost what was sent so far, 
a^ at sudi a token of the tmest affection, that diould 
have been, every bead of it, as dear to Ihee as thme ^eballs ? ’ 
'I amgneved it should have bo (hauced, mother,* r^ihed the 
mtb, 'andmuoh did I value the token, as earning from you 
For what rcmoms, I trust to win gdd enough, when I push my 
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wtiy m iho Trorld ^ tind till th6ii bc&ds of bl&ok 0 Bk| or & roBsiy 
of niitSi nnisb serve the tura ' 

^Heai him * ' said his giandmother ^ ‘young os he is, he hath 
iGomed already the lessons of the deviI^s school * The losaiy 
Gonseciated by the Holy Father himself, and sanctified by his 
blessmgs, is but a few hnobs of gold, vhose value may be xo< 
placed by the wages of his profane labour, and whoso virtue 
may be supplied by a stnng of hosel nuts I This is heiesy 
So Henry Warden, &o wolf who ravages tho flock of the Shep- 
herd, hi^ taught thee to speak and to think ‘ 

‘Mother/ said Boland Grssme, ‘I am no heietic* I believe 
and I pray accarding to the rules of our churoh Tins misfoi- 
tone I regret^ but I cannot amend it ’ 

‘ Thou const repent it, though/ lephed his spintual dueohess 
— ‘ repent it in dust and ashes, atone for it by fasting, prayer, 
and penance mstead of looking on me with a countenance os 
light as if thou hadst lost but a button from thy cap ’ 

said Boland, ‘be appeased, I ml] remember my 
fault in the nest confession w hioh I have space and opportumty 
to make, and will do whatever the pnest may lequire of me in 
atonement Foi the heaviest fault 1 can do no more But, 
mother,’ he added, oftei a moment’s pause, Met me notmcur 
youl faither displume, if I ask whithei our journey is bound, 
and what is its object I am no longer a chil^ but a man, and 
at my own disposal, with down upon my chin and a sword by 
my side , I wifi go to the end of the world with you to do jom 
pleasuie^ but 1 owe it to myself to mquire the purpose and 
directum of our travels ’ 

‘You owe it to yourself, ungrateful boy t’ rephed his zela- 
tive, passion lapdly 8up|dying the colour which age had long 
oha^ from hei featmes ‘ ^ youradf you owe nothing— you 
can owe nothing , to mo you owe everything — yom life when 
an inflint— your support when a child — the means of instruc- 
tion and the hopes of honour ; and, sooner than thou shouldst 
abandon the noble cause to which I have devoted thee, would I 
see thee lie a corpse at my feet 

Boland was alommd at the vehement agitation wilh which she 
spoke, and which threatened to ovespower her aged frame , and 
he hastened to reply — ‘I forget nothing of what I ow e to you, 
my dearest mothei , show me how my blood can testify my 
gratitude, and you shall judge if I spnie it But blindfold 
obedience has in it as little ment as reason ’ 

‘ Samts and angels I ’ replied Magdalen, ‘ and do I heai these 
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-woids from tiio child of my hopes, the imrbling hy 'whose hed 
I haie kneeled, and for ^hose weal 1 liave weaned cvciy samt 
lu HeaTcn with prayers? Boland, by obedience only const 
thon show thy affeobon and thy gratitude What arails it 
tliat you might perchance adopt the course I piopose to thee, 
were it to be fully explamed? Thou wouldst not then follow 
my command, but thmc own judgment , thou w ouldst not do 
tlm will oE Heaven, communicated through thy best fnend, to 
whom thou owest thme all, but thou wouldst observe the 
blinded dictates of thme own imperfect reason Hear me, 
Itoland^ a lot c«ill8 thee — solicits thee — demands thee — the 


proudest to which man can he destined, and it uses the ^olce of 
thme earhest — ^thy hest — thine only fnend Wilt thou resist it ? 
Then go tliy way — leave mo here , my hopes on earth are gone 
and wither^ 1 will kneel me down b^ore yonder profaned 
altar, and when the ragmg hcietics return, they shall dye it 
with the blood of a martyr < ’ 

‘But, my dearest mother,’ said Boland Gnemo, whose early 
rccoUcctions of her violence were fonnidahly renewed by tlicso 
wild oppressions of reckless passion, ‘I will not forsako yon — I 
will abide with you worlds shall not force mo from your side 
I Will protect— I ^vill defend you ; I will live with you, and die 
for you*’ 


'One woid, my son, wcie worth all these, say only, “I will 
obey you"' 

‘Doubt it not, mother,' leplied the youth, ‘I will, and that 
wuth aU my heart , onl y— - ' 

‘Nay, I loceivo no quahficatioDB of thy piomis^' said Mag- 
dalen Gnome, catching at the word, ‘the obedience which I 
1 ^uirc is absolute , aud a blessing on thee, thou darlmg memoiy 
of my beloved child, that thou hast power to make a promise 
so hard to human pnde « Trust me wdl, that m the d^gn in 
which thou dost embark thou bast for thy partners the mighty 
and the pliant, the power of the church, and the undo of the 
noble or fail, hve or die, thy name shall be among 

those with whom success or failure is alike gipnooa death or 
life alike det^blc Forward then— forwaad » Me is short, and 

saints and the whole blessed 
1 on ftis barren and 

Scotland? 

^land— on the had woman, on the mex- 

uacnlege hath 

niade m the holy place, devote themselves to God’s ca^ and. 
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CHAPTER X 


She d\(elt uxmoticcd and alone, 

Beside the sprmgs of Bovo — 

A maid 'nhom there \ras none to praise, 

And very few to lo\e 

WORDSWOBTH 

Ik the course of thoir jemmey tho travellers spoke littLo to each 
othei Magddcn Greemo chanted, from tune to time, in a low 
voice, a part of some one of those beautiful old Latm hymns 
which belong to the Catholic service mutteied an are or a 
credo, and so passed on, lost in devotional contemplation The 
meditations her grandson were more bent on mundane 
matters , and many a tune, as a moorfo^l aiose from the heath 
and shot along tho moor, uttermg his bold crow of defiance, he 
thought of the jolly Adam Woodcock and his trusty goss-hawk ; 
or, as they pas^ a thicket where the low trees and bushes 
were mtemiungled with tall fern, furze, and broom, so as to 
form a thick and intricate cover, his dreams ueie of a loehuc^ 
and a brace of gazehounds But frequently his mmd returned 
to tho benevolent and kind mistress whom he had left behind 
him, offended justly, and umeconmlcd by any effort of his 
*My step would bo lighter,’ he thought, ‘ and so would my 
heart, could I but have letumed to see her for one instant, and 
to say, ‘'Lady, the orphan hoy was wild, but not ungiatcftil i 
^Tcllmg in these divers moods, about the hour of noon 
th^ reached a small straggling vilkge> in which, as usual, were 
seen one or two of those predominating towers^ or peel-houses, 
which, for reasons of defence dsewheie detailed, were at that 
fame to be found m every Bordei bnmlet A brook flowed 
beside tbe village, and watered the valley m which it stood 
There was also a mansion at tho end of the village and a little 
way separated from it, much dilapidated and in veiy bad order, 
but appearing to have been the abode of persons of some con- 
sideration. The situation was agreeable, being an an^o formed 
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bj the htrcam K.intig llircc or fotir laigo ^ catnore-tree;^ which 
^vcre in full leaf, and wned to relicie the daric appearance of 
Ibc mansion, Mhich ^as Inult of a dcep*rcd stone The house 
Mas a laigc one, but uas non obTiowsly too big for the 
inmates, se^cnil Mindoub Mere built up, especially tliose uinch 
opened from the lower stoiy , otherb were blockaded in a less 
substantial manner The court before the door, which had once 
been defended with a species of low outer wall, now nimous, 
was pa\cd, but tlic stones were complctelj ooYCxed with long 
grey nettles, thistles, aud othci weedb, which, shooting up 
betwixt tlic flags, had disjdaccd nainy of them from their 
love) Eton matters ddiLUidmg more jnntsmptory attention 
had lieon left nc^ected, in a manner which axgued sloth or 
po\cr^ in the extreme The stream, uudcrmming a part of 
tlie bank near an angle of the ruinous wall, Lad biought it 
clowTi, with a comer turret the ruins of which lay in the 
lied of tlio iircr The current, inteimptod hy tiic Tunis 
which it had overthrown, and turned yet nearer to the site 
of the tower, liod greatly cnlaigcd the*' breach it had made, 
and was in the process of undermining the ground on which 
tlie hou<<o itself stood, unless it were i^edily protected by 
8u£Scicnt bulwai^ 

All this attracted Boland Gnome's obsenation, os tli^ 
ajiproachcd the dwelling b} a winding path, which gave them, 
fit intervals^ a view of it from diflcrent jKunts 

' If we go to yonder house,’ lie said to his [grand-] mother, ‘ 1 
trust it IS but for a short MSit It looks as if two rainy days 
from the north-west would send the whole into the brook ’ 

'You see bntwjth the eyes of the body,’ said the old woman, 
'God will defend His own, though it be forsaken and despised 
of men Better to dwell on the sand, under His law, than fly 
to the rock of liiiman trust ’ 

As she thus spoke, thi^ entered the court before the old 
mansion, and Boland could observe that tlie hont of it had 
formerly been considerably ornamented with carved work, in 
the some doik-coloured frccBtone of which itwas built But all 
these ornaments ^ad been broken down and destroyed, and 
only the shattered xestiges of niches and entablatures now 
strewed the place which they had once occupied The larger 
entrance ui front was walled up, but a littio footpath, which, 
from its appeamnee, seemed to be rarely trodden, led to a small 
wicket, defended by a door well dendied with mm-headed 
niulb, at which Magdnlen Graeme knodvcd three timcb, pausing 
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botwixt eacli kaool^ until sho heard an answonng tap from 
vithm At tho last knock, the wicket was opened hy a pale 
thm female, who said, ‘ BenedxcU qu% voiiunt %% iMmvfte Dcmim 
They entered, and the portress hastily shut behind them the 
'Nvicket, and made fast the massive fastemngs by which it was 
seemed 

The female led the way through a nanow entrance, into a 
vestibule of some evtent, paved with stone, and havmg benches 
of the same sohd mateiial ranged around At the upper end 
was an oncl window, but some of the intervals form^ by tlie 
stone idiafts and mulhons were blocked up, so that the apaiir 
ment was veiy gloomy 

Heic th^ stopped, and the mistress of the mansion, for 
such she was, embiaced Magdalen Gneme, and greeting hei by 
the title of Bister, kissed her, with much solemnity, on eithei 
side of the face 

‘ The blessmg of Our Lady be upon you, my sister,* were her 
nest words , and they left no doubt upon Inland's mmd re- 
specting tho religion of their hostess, even if he could have 
suspect his venerable and zealous gmde of resting elsewhere 
than in the habitation of on orthodos Gatboho They spoke 
togethei a few woids m private, during which he hod leisme 
to remark more paiticularly tho appearance of his grandmotbei’s 
fnend 

Her age might bo betwixt fifty and sixty , her looks had a 
mixtme of melancholy and unhappiness that bordeied on dis- 
content, and obscured the remams of beauty which age had 
still left on her features Her dress was of the plainest and 
most ordmary descnption, of a dark colour, and, hke Magdalen 
Giosmc’s, somethmg appioaching to a rehgious habit Strict 
neatness and cleanliness of person seemed to intimate thal^ if 
poor, she was not reduced to squalid or heart-broken distress, 
and that she was still sufficiently attached to life to retain a 
taste for its decencies, if not its elegancies Hei manner, as 
well as lier fcatmes and appearance argued an original con- 
dition and education far above the meanness of hei present 
appearance In short, tho whole figure •was such as to 
c\cite the idea, ‘That female must have had a history worth 
knowing’ Tnnle Roland Gneme was rnnking this very 
rcficctiou, the whispers of the two females ceased, and the 
mistress of the mansion, approaching him, looked on his face 
and person witli much attention, and, as it seemed, some 
interest 
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‘This*, then/Flio «s*k 1. n/Mrcsmng Ins relntiro, ‘is tho ohiM 
of Uiiiic iiu}jHpp\ ilaiightcr, Sistct MasditlGii « and iiim, th<* 
ouh 'slinot from soui nncieiit tree, you me niHingto dr\ote to 
the good c.iU'iC?' 

‘ Vo'i, the rool,’ .inaweitHl Mai;rIaIon (»nrmo, in lur wsnn! 
tone of rc*!ohc<l dctcizninition, ‘to the gof^I J deiote 
him, flesh aiul fell, stno^\ and hmh, Ik^Iv and soul 

‘Thou nil n Inppv uomaii, Sister M igd.ilen/ nnstvricil her 
compininii, ‘fhat, lifted fv; hmli jilx>\e huiimii nfIi>ctioii mid 
hiimaii fcelitiir thou ciiist bind siioh n \jchm to the hums of 
the altar Ifnd I Iiecii called to mnko such Muiihee ^tuplunce 
a j^outh so ^ouug and fan into the plots niul hlrHKlthii>t% do d* 
iiilrs of tho time, not the jiatnarcli Abmhnm, nhen lie hd 
Ktae lip the mountain, ^umM hnso lendoicd nmio nudatuliuh 
obeilieiice * 

She then cYmfiuued to look at Iloinnd ivith n intnimfiil ii^peol 
of compu-siou, until the mt*nlue»*s of hei g.i/e ooLssmnefl hts 
(yilonr to n«>o, mid ha auis nlioiit to nunc out of its inniirute, 
Y\heii ha nas st<tp|ie<l b\ Ins grindmuthn inth one hand, vlule 
Mith the other she diiided I he han wt>nii hts foiela id, «li/eh 
>11, nou crimson 'nith b iHlifiihie***', while nhe iiddtsi, wiili a 
tiLixtun* of pioud pfhetiou and firm re'‘*'luti«in — ‘*\y, at 
him well, in\ si-fer, foi on n fniiei fate thine e>e iieiii ndHl, 

I too when fri^t f *Hia him, afJei a lung ^fpintiuii, felt, .is the 
worMh feel iml w,i*ihilf shik^u in m> pur]MJ''e Ihit no wind 
can tear a leif fnmi the withrnsl tiec which hn* luni' leen 
•itnnp d of Its foliage, and u»i iieue Innivui easinitx < uiawnl-eii 
(he jiiorl.it feeliMg** whnh hme loiiu f.hpf in the udni ••( 
dootion * 

While the uM wonmn thus r-ifuke, hei ni inner twe the be 
to III I as..crtl»ns fur the ('* ns lo'e to le r » \i»* i hde ••he added, 
‘Ihit thi> f.in\r and the rnuie •poth-^ tin tufmi, e* it not, 
ni\ sikter, (he more worth} of no^ptiiiii V ''In* iwiiiid jd»d 
1*1 ( fruin ihe *■* le ilions ’'ihi* h eititatnl hi i, nid ui*! uifl> 
idh-l, Mfe will c nu eistri th'p will h* e nta t o'dit 
111 th«» the K» t, nid lie* liritid of otir rewdf<d hi* ihr* a Oi dl n* * 
b fi*\ the >fiillhfn^ Jf*-.* ph fl* l,» II » /III •!< f» M*J llloMi *1 d.‘ , 
f'Vt 1 li> in* III I of bl}^'» and sii#l lings "’f *»**iie *i ati*l 1** mlh ^ 

b * 

*11, i\eu lic**i Wt us**-*id the otli*r f< mile ‘for u.n muh 

and ii*ir fither.’ ih* *■ er^iuri of tl* U* ** 1 -u»: live el u. 
d iie-l this-uiur 1 Kvl \\e rinv ^ m th* i r * ui of m*'t>id» »*»i 
b«t nu lh*»t of « irtlii^ tnmnpii ih\* , I*-, win. » iriuluic-i 
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livas at tbiB deep crisis so indispcnsablci has been called to a 
better wld The Abbot Eustatius is no more ’ 

‘May his soul have mer<^^’ said Magdalen Grecme, ^and 
may Heaven^ too, have meK^ upon ns, 'wbo lingei behmd in 
this bloody land < His loss is indeed a perdous blow to our 
entorpnse, foi n ho remains behind possessii^ his far-fetched 
CTpcnence, his self’devoted zeal, his consummate wisdom, and 
his undaunted courage i He hath fallen with the church’s 
standard m his hand, but God aill raise up another to lift 
the blessed banner Whom have the chapter elected m lus 
roomT 

‘It 18 lumomed no one of the few lemammg brethren daic 
accept the office The heretics have sworn that they will permit 
no futme election, and wiU heavily punish any attempt to create 
a new abbot of St Mary’s %nter se pnnetpesy 

dieetitay Frfj^ftciomus larpteos ’ 

‘ Qttousquey Domtne 9 ’ ejaculated Magdalen ‘This, my sistei, 
were mde^ a perilous and fatal breach ra our bond , but I am 
firm m my belief that another will an^ m the place of go 
untimely removed Where is thy daughter Cathenner 

‘In the parlour,' answeied the matron, ‘but ? She 

looked at Roland Grseme, and muttered something m the ear 
of her fiiend 


Feai it not, answered j^Iagdalen Grceme, * it is both lawful 
and necessary , fear nothing from him I would he were as 
wdl grounded in the faith by which alone comes safety as he 
IS free from thought, deed, or speech of villamy Therein is 
toe hercti^ disciplme to be commended, my sistei, that they 

SS'jSfSM ” **" "P ""T 

te fiicnd— a whitening of the sepulchre; but he shall see 

from the apartment xSL 
her fnend Witee were the only wrords irhich the matron had 

SSKtth^^oS apart- 

ments mtli a Tory slow step, the young p&e had leisure to 

^ situation— lefl^ns of a natJro 
Itii « speoally disam?^^ 

S now got two misticsses, or tutwesseAmstrad 

would seem, lu TS 
to ducct his motious according to their own pleasureraS for 
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tlip Acooinplwlmient of plann to which lie wiib no p^rLj This, 
he thougliti was too imich; argiuiig, reASonabh enough, tliat 
winterer right Jus gniTidiiiothor and liGncraclretiS had to 
guide his inoUnns, hhe was iicithci eiititlGfl to transfci Jicr 
autliont^ or to dnide jfc with another, who bcemcd to 
without cereinnu^V, the Kantc tone of nhsoluto cosnniaiid o\cr 
hun 

M 3 ut It shall not long coiiLinno thu%' thought Roland , 
will not bo all »i^ life the hla\c of a woman'K whibtlc, to go 
when ahe ImlM, nnd come when she &ills 113 St Andrew t 
the hand tliat crin hold the lanco is alxnc the control of the 
distair I will ]ui\o them the slipped collar in their hands on 
the fjiwt opportiiintj, nnd let them execute their own doMces 
b}* their own pnipor force Ft tnaj sa^o them botli from pen], 
for 1 guess wh It thc3 meditate is not hkelj to prove either safe 
or easjr the Jihil of Mima}' «ind his hcrcs>y aze too well rooted 
to bo gnibbed up by two old women ' 

As ho thus resoKcd, thes entered a low room, in which a 
third female was bCiitcd Tfiis apirtmeiit was the firbt he had 
obsencfl in the mansion winch was furnished with mo^ cable 
scats, and with a wooden table, o%or which was laid a jacce of 
tsipestr^ A uirjict was spread on the floor, thcro was a gmto 
111 the chimiio^*, and, in biief, the apartment had tlic air of 
being habitable and inhabited 

But Roland’s ejes fouzid bettor omployment tlian to make 
obscnations on the ncoommodAtions of the chamber, for this 
second female inhabitant of the mniibion seemed fiomethmg 
sery difTcrcnt from any’thing he hod jet been there At his 
first entr^* she Rid greeted with a silent and low obeisance the 
two aged luatioiib, then glancing her i^es towards Roland, she 
adjusted A \eil wliirli hung liack over her bhoulders so as to 
bung it oicr her face — an operation which bho pcrfoimed with 
iimch modest^', hut without either AfTccted haste or emhanossed 
timidity 

Dining tins matiminre, Roland had time to observe that the 
face was that of a girl appateiitl} not much past sixteen, and 
that the eyes were at once soft and bnlliant To these vei> 
fas Durable obseisTitions was added the certainty that the fan 
object to whom the} icfciicd possessed an excellent sliapc^ boi- 
donng porha])s on emlfonpotnf, and thercfoie rather that of a 
Hebe than of a sylph, but beautifully formed, and shown to 
great advantage by tlie close jacket and petticoat which she 
wore lifter a foreign fashion, the lobt not quite long enough 
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alnolutely to conceal a very pretty footj Trliich rested on a bar 
^ the table at vbicb sbe sate, ber iwmd arms and taper 
fingers very bualy employed m repainng the piece of tapestry 
nbteh aas spread on ^biob cibibited several deplorable 
fissotes, enough to demand tbe utmost skill of the most expert 
seamstress 

It 13 to be remarked) that it was by stolen glances that 


tbc texture of the vetb detect the damsel m tbe act of falnng 
similar cogruamce of his own person The matrons in tbe 
meamsbilecmitinued thoir separate conversation, eyeing from 
time to Umo the young peopl^ m a manner which left Roland 


^ Q UUVOW 1IVA.UQ 

7^^)' give them opportunity to speak 


wgetner, ana to become aoquamted, % must be peisonally 
Kuotm to each or how shah tl^ be able to execute what 
thtyareeaferastedwitbr 
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lie ns a plo'isnut promon.xdc Hctc tlicn 'walked the tvio 
nncxoiit diitnc**, IniMod in their pniatc con^erbation ^ ^etnot so 
niuchsoljnl thitltoliml could olj^cr\e the niittron**, as their 
thin foi JrtK flnrkcncfl the easement m passint; or rcpassiug before 
it, ilnrta giniice into the iipiitincnt, to see how matters were 
going nu tlieio 
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Life hatli ita May, and it is imzthfiil then 
The -woods ate tocsI, and the flowers aU odour , 

Its blast has mirth m’t—and the maidens, 

The while they don their cloaks to skteen their kirtles. 

Laugh at the ram that wets them 

Old Play. 

Oateebiks was at the happy age of nmocence and buoyancy of 
Bpint when, after the first mconent of embarraBsment was over, 
a situation of awkwardness like that m which she was suddenly 
left to moke acquaintance with a handsome youth, not even 
known to hei by name, struck her, in spite of herself, in a 
ludicrous point of view She bent her beautiful eyes upon the 
work with which she was busied, and with infinite gravity sate 
out the two first turns of the matrons upon the balcony , hut 
then glancing hei deep blue ^e a little towards Boland, and 
observmg the embarrassment under which he laboured, now 
shiftmg on his chair, and now dangling his cap, the whole 
evincing that he was perfectly at a loss how to open the con- 
versation, she eoidd keep her composure no longei, but, after a 
vain struggle, broke out mto a sincere, though a very mvoluutaxy, 
fit of laughing, so nclily accompanied hy the laughter of her 
fijeny eyes, which actually ^anced through the tears which the 
CTOrt filled them with, and by -the waving of hei nch ticsses, 
^at the goddess of smiles herself nevei looked more lovely than 
Catherme at that moment A court page would not have left 
her long alone in her mirth , but Roland was country-bred, and, 
besides, haying some jealou^, as well as baslifnlness, ho took it 
into his head that he was himsoU the object of her moxtinguish- 
able kughter His endeavonis to sjmpathise with Catherine, 
thoTofoTO, could cony him no farther than a forced giggle, 
which ^ more of displeasure than of mirth m it, and which 
80 much enhanced that of the girl that it seemed to render it 
impoaaiblo for hm over to bring her langhter to an end, with 
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wbatoToi anxious pains she laboured to do so For eveiy one 
has felt that when a paroxysm of laughter has seized him, at a 
misbecoming time and place, the c^rts \rhich ho makes to 
suppress it, nay, the yeiy sense of the impiopnoty of giving my 
to it, tend onl}'' to augment and prolong ^e irresistiblo impulse 
It w os undoubtedly lucky foi Cathenne, as wrcll as for Boland, 
that the lattoi did not share m the excessive miith of the former 
For seated as she was, with her back to the casement, Cathenne 
could easily escape the obseivation of tbo two matrons dnnng 
the course of their promenade , wlicicas Grmmc wras so placed, 
with lus side to the window, that his mirth, had he shnira that 
of his companion, w'ould have been instantly visible, and could 
not have failed to give offence to the personages m question 
He sate, howevor, with some impatience, until Gathenuo had 
exhausted eitlior bet powei oi hei desire of laugbmg, and was 
letuinmg with good grace to the cxeicisc of her needle, and 
then he obscived with some dxynes^ that ‘There seemed no 
gicat occasion to recommend to them to improve their aoquomtr 
ance, as it seemed that they weie already tolerably familiar’ 
Cathenne had an exticme desire to set off upon a fresh soor^ 
but she lepiessed it strongly, and fixmg hei eyes on her work, 
replied by asking his pardon, and promising to avoid futmo 
offence j, ^ j 

Boland had sense enougli to feel that an au of offended 
dignity was voiy much misplaced, and that it was with a very 
diffeient beating he ought to meet the deep blue eyes whic^ 
had borne such a heaity burden in the langhmg scene He 
tiled, theioforo, to extneato himself as well as ho could from 
hia bluudei, by nsan mmg a tone of corresponding gaiety, and 
lequcstmg to know of the nymph, ‘ How it was her pleasure that 
they shomd piocecd in impioving the acquaintance which lind 

commenced so meinly ’ v t i 

‘ That^' she said, * 50U must yourself discover, perhaps 1 have 
gone a step too fai m opening our mtemew ’ 

^ Suppose^' said Boland Greeme, ‘we should begin as m a talc- 
book, by o^ing ea(i otlier^s names and histones ' 

‘It IS light wqll imagined,’ said Cathenne, ‘and sh^s m 
aignte judgment Do you begin, and I will listen, 
put m a question or two at the dnik parts of tlio story Com^ 
unfold then your name and histoiy, my new acquaintance 
‘ I am called Boland Gneme, ond that tall old woman is my 

imndmothcr ’ . 0 , 

‘ youi tutoress 1 Good Who are your parents i 



THE ABBOT 


93 


<Thqr are l)oth dead,’ replied Boland 

* Ay, but ttLo \rete they) You had parent^ 1 presume )’ 

'I suppose 80,’ said B(^d| *but I have never been able to 

learn much of their history. My father vras a Scottish knight, 
who died gallantly in bis sturups , my mother was a Gnome 
of Heathe^U m the Debateable Land , most of her family were 
killed when the Debateable countij was burned by tbe Lord 
Maxwell and Hemes of Caerlaverock ’ 

*1b it long ago ) ’ said the damsel 

* Before 1 was bom,’ answered the page 

'That must be a great while since/ said shaking her 
head giavdy , ' look you, I cannot weep for them ’ 

' It needs not^’ said the youth, 'they fell with honour ’ 

‘ So much for your lineage, fair sir/ replied his companion, 
'of whom I hke the hvmg specimen (a g^ce at the casement) 
far less than those that are dead Tour much honoured grand* 
mother looks as if could makeone weepm sad earnest And 
now, fair sir, for your own person, if you tell not tiio talo 
faster, it will be out short in the muddle Mother Bridget 
pa^ longer and longer every time she passes the wmdow, 
and with her there is as httle mirth as in the grave of your 
ancestors’ 


*My tale is soon told I was introduced mto the Castle oi 
Avenm to be page to the lady of the mansion * 

'^e IS a ^ct Huguenot, is she not) ’ said the maiden 
As s^ ^ Calvm hunsdf But my grandmother can play 
tte Puritan when it suits her purpose, and she had some plan 
of ber own for quartermg me m the castle, it would have failci 
^WOTer, after we had lemamcd several weeks at the hamlet, 
but for an unexpected master of ceremonies—’ 

‘And who was that)’ said the girl 

dog, Wolf l^ name, who brought me mto the 

f / respectable introduction, tmly* said Qitherme- 
and nhat mi^t you Icam at this same castle 1 I love dearlv 

to^^ nhatmya^^tancescandoatneed' 

iS, ^ ‘ 

CatWp*”»T?’^i? 70 ^ learned it,' said 

ment of a tac^ ^Bnr*^** surest accomphsh- 

Huguenot 
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and keep in tlie family so penloua a person as a Gatiholio 
page?’ 

^Because they knew not that part of my histoiy^ Tihich from 
infancy I had been taught to keep secretj and bccanse my 
grand-dame’s former zealous attendance on their heretic chaplam 
had laid all this suspicion to sleep^ most fan Cahpolu^^ said the 
page, and m so saying he edged his chair toi^ards fhe seat of 
the fair quenst 

* Nay, but keep youi distance, most gallant sir/ answered 
the blue-eyed maiden, *for, unless I greatly mistake, these 
reverend lames will soon interrupt our amicable conference if 
the acquamtance they recommend shall seem to proceed beyond 
a certain point , so, fam but, be pleased to abide by your station, 
and reply to my questions By what achievements did you 
prove the qualities of a pag^ which joa had thus happily 
acquired f’ 

Boland, who bogan to enter into the tone and spuit of the 
damsel’s conversation, replied to her with becoming G^nt 
‘In no feat, fair gentlewoman, was 1 found merpert, wherein 
tiieie was mischief implied I :^ot swans, hunted cats^ fnghtr 
ened soiving-women, chased the deer, and lohbed the orchaid 
I say nothing of tormenting the chaplain m 'lanous wrays, for 
that was my duty as a good Gathohe ’ 

‘ Now, as 1 am a gentlewoman,’ said Cathenne, ‘ 1 think these 
heretics have done Qathohe penance m entertainmg so all- 
accomplished a Berving-man * And what, fair sir, might ha% e 
been rae unhappy event which deprived them of an mmate 
altogether so estr^blel’ 

‘Truly, fair gentlewoman,’ answered the youth, ‘your real 
proverb says that the longest lane w ill have a turning, and mine 
was more — ^it was, in fln^ a tummg off' 

‘Good ' ’ said the merry young maiden, *it is an apt play on 
the word And what occasion was taken for so mmrtant a 
catastrophe? Nay, start not for my learmi^ I do know^ the 
schools— m jdam phrase^ why were you sent from Bemce?* 

The page eJirugged his shoulders while ho rephed, ‘A diort 
tale IS told, and a short horse soon cumed I ma^ 
the falconer’s boy taste of my switch , the falconer threatened 
to make me brook his cudgel He is a kindly down os wdl as 
a stout, and I would rather have been cudgelled by him than 
any man in Chnstendom to choose , but I knew not his qi^xtiM 
at that tune, so I threatened to make him brook the stab, and 
my lady made me brook tho "Begone”^ so adieu to the pages 
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office and the fair CastlD rf Avend I iad ^ tiavolM to 
betoro I met venerable panmt And so tdl your talc^ fair 

giLEher^id the maiden, ‘ vrho had tbe 1^ 
to find the sfecay page just i^hen hia imstiess had slippw his 
leash, and a most lucky page that has^jumped at once fxom a 
Mge to an old Iady*i5 gentUanan-ushei ! ' 

fAUthiswnothingofyom history,* answered Boland Gwem^ 
Tiho began to be much mterested m the congenial viTamty of 
this fiicetiouB young gentlewoman — ‘tale for tale is fellou- 

tiavolW justice ’ , , , j 

‘Wait till we am feUow-ttavellerB, then,* rephed Catherine 
*Nay, you escape me not bo,* said the page, ‘if you deal 
not justlyV nie. ^ ^ Bndgety whatever 

yom dome he called, and prodaun tou for a cheat* 

‘You shall not need,* answered l3ae maiden ‘My history w 
the counterpart of yonr own, the same words mi^t almost 
SQivc, change but dress and name I am called Gathenue 
Seyton, and 1 also am an orphan * 

‘£hive your parents been lot^ dead?’ 

‘That is the only question/ said she, throwing down her fine 
eyes with a sudden expression of sorrow— ‘that is the only 
question 1 cannot laugh at * 

‘And Dame Bndgct za your grandmother?’ 

The sudden cloud pas^ away like that which crosses for 
an instant the summer sun, and answered, with her usual 
livdy expression, ‘Woise by twenty degrees— Dame Bndget is 
my maiden aunt ’ 

‘Over God’s forebode * ’ said Boland ‘Alas * that you have 
such a talc to tdl * And what horror comes next?’ 

‘Your own histoiy, exactly- I was taken upon trial for 
sorvico ^ 

‘And turned otF for pmchmg the duenna, or affixmtang my 
M/s wnitmg-womau ? ’ 

‘Nay, our histoiy ranes there,* said the damsd ‘Our 
mistress broke up house, or hud her house broke up, wrhich is 
the same thmg, and I am a frtjc woman of the forest^ 

And 1 am as glad of it as if any one had lined my doublet 
with cloth of gold/ said the youth 

*1 thank yon for your mirth,’ said she, ‘but the matter is 
not likely to concern you ’ 

* ^ ho/presently 

mtemiptcd, the two good domes have b^n eoadug yonder on 
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ilio balcony, like two old hooded cro^a, and their croak grows 
lionrsoi as night comes on , tiie}' will wing to roost pieaentlj 
This mistress of youn^ fair gontJowoman, wlio was sh^ in God’s 
namcf’ 

'Oj sho has a fan immo in the world/ loplied Gatlicnne 
Soyton ‘ Few ladies kept a fairei liouse, oi lield moro gcntlc- 
womon m hei household, my aunt Bndgct was one of her 
liousekcopers Wo iieroi saw our nusti ess’s blessed face, to bo 
sure, but wo heard enough of hci , weio up eaily and down 
late, and wore kept to loug prayers and hglit food ’ 

* Out upon the penuiions old beldam ' ’ said the page 
'Foi Heaven’s sake, blasplicnio not ’’ said tbo girl, with on 
cxpiession of foai ’God patdon us both) 1 meant no hanu 
I spenk of oui blessed St Cathenue of Sicnua ^^may God 
foigive me that 1 spoke so lightly, and made you do a great 
Bin and a gicat bltisphemy ' This w^os hm nunuci^'^, iii wliioli 
tlicio were twcho uuns and an abbess Hy aunt was the 
abbess, till the heiotics turned all adnft ’ 

’And wlioio aio youi companions f* asked the youtli 
’AVitb tbo Inst year’s snow”/ onswored tlic maiden — ’enst, 
uortli, south, and west some to Frauco, some to FlaiidcnB, 
some, I fcoi, into the woild aud its ploaburcs Wo liavo got 
permission to remain, oi rather oiu nomaming has been con- 
nived at, foi my aunt has great relations among the Kerr^ and 
they have tlueatcncd a donth-feud if any one touches us , and 
bow and spcai are tbo best warrants in diose times ’ 

’Nay, thou, you sit imdci a sure shadow/ said tbo youth, 
*nnd I suppose wept youisdf blind when St Cathenno 
bioko up housckooping befbio 3 ^ou had tdkou rnles in her 

BOlVlCOl’ 

‘Hush ! foi Heaven’s sake,* said the damsel, oiossing herself, 
’no moie of that < But I ha%e not qmto cned my eyes out,* 
said she, tiimmg tliem upon him, and instantly again bending 
them upon her work It was one of those glances winch would 
icquiro the thiccfold plate of brass around the heart, moio 
tlinn it IB needed by tlie manners to whom Hoiaco lecommcnds 
It » Oiu youthful ^)ago liad no defence whatem to offisi 

’What say you, Ghthorine/ ho said, ’if wo two, thus strangely 
turned out of service at the same time, should give om taro 
most veneiable duennas the toicli to hold, wlulc wo walk a 
merry measure with each othm over the floor of this weary 

world?’ ^ , -I *1 

‘A goodly propobul, trul},’ »ud Cathenno, ’and woithj the 
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madcap brain of a discarded page ^ And Trbat shifts does jonr 
worship propose ise should live by? — by singing balladgi cut- 
ting puxsei^ or swaggering on the highway? foi I think, 
you T\ould find your most productive exchequer ’ 

'Choose, you proud peat^’ said the page, drawing off in 
huge disdain at the calm and unembarrassed ridicule witb 
vhich his wild proposal was received And as be spoke the 
voidEf, the casement was again darkened by the forms of the 
matnms; it (^ned, and i^itted Magdalen Graeme and the 
mother abbess so we must now style her, into the apartment 



CHAPTER XU 


Nay, hear me, brother, 1 im cider, wiser, 

Alia holier than thou And ego, and wisdom, 

And holiness, Im^c peremptory mims, 

And will ho listen'd to 

Old Play 

Wnev tho matrons ic-ontoied, and put an ond to tbe conveisa- 
tion which wc Iinro detailed in the lost chaptei, Dame Mag- 
dalen Giwmo thus addressed hoi grandson and his pietty com- 
linnioii 'Have }’oii spoke togothei, my children? Ha^e you 
become known to each otlicr as fellow-travellers on tlie same 
daik and dubious load, whom chance hath brouglit togethci, 
and wlio study to learn tho tempers and dispositions of those 
by whom then penis aie to bo shaicd?’ 

It was seldom tho hght-hoarted Gatheime could suppress a 
jGst^ so tliat she often spolcc when sZio w^ould have act^ moio 
wisely in holding hci peace 

‘Youi giandsoti admires tho journey which you piopose so 
voiy gieatiy that he was oven no^v pioponng for settmg out 
upon it mstantlj ’ 

'This IB to bo too forw'ord, Boland/ said the dame, address- 
ing him, *as yestciday you wcie o^er black, tlie just mean 
lies m obcdiouoei which both waits foi the signal to start and 
obeys it when given But once again, my children, have you 
so poLused each othei’s countenances tlial^ when you meet^ m 
wliatevcr disguise tho times may impose upon you, you may 
recognise each in tho otliei the semet agent of the mighty work 
in which you one to bo leagued? Look at each othci, know 
each Ime and bneameut of each othoi’s oonntonance Leain 
to distinguish by the stop^ by tho sound of the voice, by the 
motion of the hand, by tho glance of the eye, tho partnei whom 
Heaven hath sent to aid m woiking its wdl Wilt thou know 
tliat maiden, w'hensoevei m w heiesoever you shall agam meet 
her, my Boland Groimo?’ 
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As icadily as tnily did Boland ansTVor m tbc affirmative 

‘And tliou, mj danghtei, wilt thou again lomomhci the 
featmes of tins youth?* 

‘Tinly, znotlier,’ lephed Catherme Sf^ton, ‘I have not seen 
so many men of late that 1 should immediately forgot youi 
grandson, tliongh 1 maik not much about him that is descivmg 
of special rememhinnoo ’ 

‘ Join hands, then, my dhildien,* said Magdalen Gimme , but, 
m saymg so, was mterrupted by her companion, whoso con- 
^entual piejudices hod been gradually giving her moie and 
more uncasmoss, and who could lemain acquiescent no longei 

‘Nay, my good sister, you foiget,' said she to Magdden, 
‘ Catherine is the betiothed biide of Heaven , these intimacies 
cannot be * 

‘ It IS in the cause of Heaven that I command them to em- 
biace,’ said hlagdolon, with the full force of hei pow eiful voice , 
‘ the end, sister, sanctifies the means we must use * 

‘They coll me lady abbess, or mother at the leasts w'bo 
address me,* said Dame Bndget^ drawing boiself up, as if 
ofTcndcd at hei fnend’s authontativo manner, ‘tlie Lady of 
Heathcigill forgets that she speaks to the abbess of St 
Cathenne/ 

‘ When I was what you call me,* said Magdalen, ‘you mdeed 
weie the abbess of St Catherine, but both names oie now 
gone, with all the rank that the woild and that the oiiuich gave 
to them, and we are now, to the eye of human judgment, two 
poor, despised, oppiessed women, diagging oui dishonouicd old 
ago to a humble grave But wbat are w e m the eye of Heaven 1 
Ministers, sent forth to woik His Tnll, in whoso weakness the 
strength of the church shall bo manifested, befoie whom shall 
he humbled the wnsdom of Munay and the dark strength of 
Moifcon And to such wouldst thou apply the nanow rules of 
thy cloistered seclusion ? or hast thou forgotten the oider which 
I showed thee from thy supenoi, subjecting thee to mo in these 
mattois?* 

‘On thy head, then, be the scandal and the sin,* said the 
abbess, sullenly ^ 

‘On mmo bo they both,* said Magdalen ‘I say, embmee 
each othoi, my childien * 

But Catherine, awaie, perhaps, how the dirouto was likely 
to terminate, liad escaped fiom the apartment, and so dis- 
api»intcd the grandson at least as much as tlio old matron 
She IS gone,* said the abbess, ‘ to provide some little le- 
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ficalixncnt Bnt it will have littlo savour to those who dwell 
in tho \(orld, for I, at leasts cannot dispense with tho rules to 
which I am vowc^ because it is tho will of wicked men to 
break down the sanotuaiy in which they wont to be observed ’ 

*lt iB well, my sister/ replied Magdalen^ ^to pay each even 
tho smallest tithes of mint and cummm whi^ the church 
demands, and 1 blame not thy scrupulous obserrance of the 
rules of thme ordei But they w ere established by tho <diurch, 
and for tho cliiizch’s benefit^ and leason it is tliat they should 
give way when the salvatiou of the churoh herself is at stake ' 

Tho abbess made no reply 

One more acquainted with human nature than tho inespen- 
oncod page might have found amusement m comparing the 
diflcrcut kinds of fanaticism which these two females exhibited 
Tho tvbbessi tumd, narrow-minded, and discontented, dung to 
anoiont usages and pretensions which were ended by the Befoi- 
mation, and was in odvorsitiy, as she had been in piospenty, 
scrupulous, weak-spirited, and bigoted, while the fiezy and 
more lofty q>int of her compamon suggested a wider field of 
effort, and would not be limited by ordinary rules m the 
ovtraordinniy schemes which weia suggested by her bold and 
irregulai imagination But Boland Gneme, instead of traemg 
these peoulianties of character in the tro old dame^ only 
waited wntli great anxiety for tho letum of Gathering ejecting 
piobably that the proposal of tho fraternal embrace would be 
renewed, as his grandmother seemed diqaosed to cany matters 
with a high hand 

TTis^ expectations, oi hope^ if we may call them so, woie, 
howrevei, disappoint^, for, when Cotherme reentered on tho 
BummonB of tho abbessf, and placed on the table an earthen 
pitcher of water, and four wooden platters, with cups of the 
same motonals, the Dame of Heathergill, satisfied with the 
uihitmry mode m winch she had borne down the opposition 
of the abbess, pursued her victory no forthei>— * moderation 
foi which hei grandson, m his heart, returned her but lender 

thanks _ . - 

In the meanwhile, Catherine contmued to place upon tne 
table tho slender preparations for the meal of a reduse, which 
consisted almost entirely of colewort, boiled, and sery^ up m 
a wooden plattei, having no better seasomng than a brae salli 
and no better accompaniment than some coarse barley-mead m 
very moderate quantity The water-pitohei already mention^ 
f urmshed the only beverage After a Latin grace, dehvorea oy 
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the abbess, the gvusbs sat denrn to thar spore 

The simpboitir « the fare appeared to prodow no distaste m 

ouu^aava j 3 * Vre,* twA Ao tlttllftl KOtiW- 


females, wbo ate of it moaerateiy, ouLTaw 

ance of appetite. But Roland Gi»me iised to beto 

cheer. ^ Halbert Glfinduming, vbo affected even an mraeuai 
defftee of nobleness m his housekewme, nuuntaraed it m a 
style of genial hosmtabty which nvalled that of toe n^em 
bMons of England He m#t tbink, perlmps, that by 


80 he actfiavM mocecoinpiowiy hub iw hiwvi* «« 

.-that of a great baton and a leader Two bullocks and at 
sheep weekly were the allowance when toe baron was at homCj 
md the number was not greatly dsmmitoed during bis absrace 
A heffl of malt was weekly brewed mto wbto was used by 
the household at discretion Bread was baked m proporbon ior 
the consumption of his domestics and retainers ^ and m this 
scone of plenty had Maud Gzmme now lived for several years 
It formed a haA mtcoductaon to lukewann greens and spnng 
water , and probably his countenance mdicated some sense of 


that the tabl^ of toe heretic baxon, whom you have so long 
followed, are more damtdy furnished than toc^ of the suffSenng 
dau^t^ of toe church, and yet, not upon the most sdemn 
nights of fesbvd, when the nuns were perimtted to eat toeir 
p<wtum at mine own table, did I oonkder the cates which 
wore tbeu served up as liall so delicious as these vegetables 
and this water, on which I prefer to feed, rather than do 
aught which may derogate from the strictness of my vow. It 
shall never he said toat the mistress of this house made it 
a house of feastmg when days darkness and of afflichm 
were hangup over toe Holy Church, of wMch I am. an un- 
worthy member* 

‘ Well hast thou said, my sister, replied Magdalen Greeme , 
tout now It !S not only time to su^r m toe good cause, but to 
act in it And smee our pilgnm^s meal is finished, let us go 
apart to prepare for our jonnusy of to-moimw, and to advise on 
toe manner m which these children shall be emplcyed, and 
what memros we can adopt to supply tfaeir thoughtleKuess 
and lack of discretion.* 

Notwithstanding his indifferent cheer, the heart of Boland 
Gneme hounded high at this pn^jposal, which he doubted not 
would lead to anoflier faetwirt Mm and the pretty 

novice But he was mistaken Catherine, it would seem, had 
no nund so far to mdulgc him , for, movea either by ddicacy 
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or capnce, or some of those mdescnbable shades bet^ ixt the one 
and Ae other Tnth 'crhich 'R’omen lore to teaze^ and at the same 
time to captivate, the ruder sex, siie remmded the abbess that 
it Tvas necessaij she ^onld retire for an hour before vespers ^ 
and, receiving the ready and approving nod of her supenor^ 
she arose to 'withdra\r But, before leaving the apartment, she 
made obeisance to the matrons, bendmg herself till her hands 
touched her knee^ and then made a lesser reverence to Boland, 
nrhich consisted m a slight bend of the body and gentle deprev 
«ion of the head This she performed vexy demurely, but the 
party on vrhom the salutation -was confer^ thought he could 
discern m her manner an arch and mischievous exultation orci 
his secret disappointment 'The devil take the saucy girl,’ he 
thought in his heart, though the presence of the abh^ should 
have repressed all such pro&ne imaginations, 'she is as hard- 
hearted as the lauding hjmua that the story-books tell of 
she has a mind that I shall not forget her this night at 
least’ 

The matrons no\r retired ako, givmg the page to understand 
that he \ras on no account to stir from the convent^ or to shou 
himself at the vnndorrj^ the abbess assigning as a reason the 
rcadmess mth which the rude heretics cau^t at eveir occasion 
of scandalismg the religious orders 

' This is worse than the ngour of Mr Henrv TTaidcn him- 
self said the page when he was left alone, 'foi, to do him 
justice, howevei stnet m lequirmg the most rigid attention 
during the tune of bis homilies, he left us to the freedom of 
our own wills afterwards ay, and would take a ^are m oui 
pastime^ too, if he thought them entirely innocents But these 
old women are utterly wrapt up m gloom, mjsteiy, and self- 
denial Well then, if I must neither stir out of the gate nor 
look out at window I will at least see uhat the inside of the 
house contams that may help to pass away one’s tune , per- 
adventure I may light on that blueHiyed laugher m some corner 
or other’ 

Going, therefore out of the chombei by the entrance opposite 
to that through \fhich the two matrons had departed (for it 
may be readily supposed that he had no desire to intrude on 
their pnracy), he uandered from one chamber to another, 
through the deserted edifice, seetang with boyish eagcnioss 
some source of interest or amusement Here he passed 
through JL long gallery, opemng on either hand mto the little 
cells of the nun^ all deseited, and deprived of the few 
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tnflmg articles of furniture wbiclx the rules of the oidcr 
admitted 

*The birds are flown/ thought the page j *but whether th^* 
will find themselves worse off m the open air than m these damp 
narrow cages, I leave my lady abbess and my venerable lelative 
to settle betwixt them 1 tiunkthe wild young lark whom they 
have left behind them would like best to sing under God’s free 
sky’ 

A wmding stair, strait and narrow, as if to remind the nuns 
of then duties of fhst and maceration, led down to a lowci 
suite of apartments, which occupied the 'ground story of the 
house These-rooms wnre even more rumous than those which 
he hod left , for, having encountered the flrst fuiy of the as- 
sailants by whom the nunnery had been wasted, the windows 
had been dashed in, the doors broken dowm, and even the pai- 
titions betwixt the apartments in some places destroyed As 
he thus stalked fiom desolation to desolation, and began to 
think of returning from so unmteresting a lesearch to the 
chamber which he had left, he was surprised to hear the low 
of a cow very close to him The sound was so unexpected at 
the time and place that Boland Groeme started as if it 
been the voice of a liou, and laid his hand on his dag^r, while 
at the same moment the hght and lovely form of Catherine 
Scyton presented itself at the door of the apartment from which 
the sound had issued. 

^Good even to you, valiant dbampion ^ ’ said she , * smee the 
days of Guy of Wiai wick, never was one more WTirthy to encounter 
a dun cow ’ 

* Cow * ’ said Boland Gneme, * by my faith, I thought it had 
been the devil that roared so near me ever heard of a 

convent containing a cow -house 1' 

*Cow and calf may come hithei now,’ answered Catherine, 
*foi we have no means to keep out either But I advise you, 
kind sir, to return to the place from whence you came ’ 

‘ Nob till I see yoiu charge, fan sister,’ answered Boland, 
aud made his way into the apartment, m spite of the half- 
seiions, half-Iaughing lemonstrances of the gnf 

The poor solitary cow, now the only severe recluse within 
the nunnery, was quartered m a spacious chambei, which had 
ouce^bcen the refectory of the convent The roof was graced 
With groined arches, and the wall with xacdies, from which the 
images had been pulled down These remnants of archi- 
tectural ornaments were strangely contrasted with the rude 
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cnb coDBtructGd foi tlio cow in one corner of the apartment, 
and the Btiok of foddci which was piled beside it foi her 
food * 

'By my faith/ said the page, ' Crombio is more lordly lodged 
than any one hoio i’ 

‘You had best lemom with her/ said Cathenne, 'and supply 
by youi filial attentions the offspring she has had the ill-luck 
to lose ’ 

‘I will remain, at leasts to help you to preparo hoi nighl^s 
lair, pretty Cathciino,’ said Roland, seizing upon a pitchfork 

'By no means,’ said Cathenne, ‘for, besides that you know 
not in tlie least how to do her that sernce, you will bnuga 
chicling my W'ay, and I got enough of tliat in the iQgulai course 
of things ’ 

'What* foi nccoptuig ni} obsibtanccV said tho page — ^'for 
accepting my asbistnnce, w lio am to be 3 otu oonfedcrato in bome 
deep matter of impoit? That wore altogether unreasonable, 
and, now I think on it, tell mo, if 30U can, what is this mighty 
emprise to whicli I nm destined 9 ’ 

'Robbing a bird’s nest, I should suppose/ said Catbeune, 
'considciing tho champion whom tlicy base sclcotcd ’ 

'By m}^ faith,’ said the youth, 'and he that has taken a 
falcon’s nest in tho scaurs of Polmoodie has done somothing 
to bmg of, m3'' fair sistci But that is all o\ or now a mur- 
lain on the iicsl, mid the C3'a8es and Ihoir food, washed or 
unwashed, for it was all anon of cramming these worthlcbs 
kites that 1 was sent ujKm my present tra\Gls Save tliat I 
iiaso met witli 30U, pietty bister, I could cat my daggoi-hilt 
foi ^o\at^oll at my own folh' But^ as wo arc to he fcllow- 
tm\x11or8 * - 

* Fellow -labourers, not fellow -trasellcrs,’ answered the girl, 
‘ for to 3 oui comfort be it know n, tliot the lady abbess and 1 
set out caihcr than you and 3-om respected relative to-morrow, 
and tliat I partly endure 30111 company at present because it 
may bo long ere wo meet again ’ 

‘By St Audiow, but it shall noi^ though,' answerea 
Roland, ‘I will ^ot hunt at all unless wo are to hunt m 
couples’ 

‘I suspect, in that and m other pointy we must do as wo 
are bid,' lophcd tho young lady 'But hark * I hearmya^ts 
% oice ' 

Tho old lady cnteicd in good camest, and daited a severe 

* Sm Kunuei) of St Bridget KoU & 
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glance at her niecO; vhile Boland had the ready int to busy 
hunself about the b^ter of the cow 

‘The young gentleman^* said Cathenne, gravdy, ‘is helping 
me to tie the cow up foster to her stok^ for 1 find that last 
night, when she put her head out of \iindow and lowed, she 
alarmed the whole Tillage, and we shall be suqiecfced of sor- 
oeiy among the heretics if they do not discovmr the cause of 
the appantaoD, or lose our cow if they do ^ 

‘Eeheve yourself of that feai/ said the abbess, somewhat 
ironically , ‘the person to whom she is now sold comes fhr the 
ammal presently ' 

‘Goou-night, then, my poor companion,’ said Gathorme, 
patting the animal's shoulders , ‘ I hope thou hast fallen into 
kind muds, for my happiest hours of late have been spent m 
tending thee I would I had been bom to no better task < ’ 

‘ Now, out upon thee, mean-spntedi\ench*' said the abbess ^ 
*18 that a i^eech worthy of the name of Seyton, oi of the 
mouth of a sister of this house, tieoding the path of election , 
and to he spoken before a stranger youth, too * Go to my 
oratory, mmiou, theie read your JETours till I come thither, 
when I will read you such a leoture as riiall make you prize 
the blessmgs uhioh you possess ’ 

Catheimo was about to withdraw m silence, costing a half- 
sorrowful, half-comio glance at Boland Grsame, which seemed 
to say, ‘You see to what your untimely Tiait has exposed me,’ 
when, suddenly changing hei mind, came forward to the 
page, and extended her hand as she bid him good evening 
riieir palms had pressed each other ere the astonished matron 
could mterfere, and C^thenue had time to say, * Borgive yyie, 
mo^r , It IS long smee we have seen a face that looked -^itli 
Kindnera on us Since these disoiders have broken np our 
pencil r^t all has been ^oom and malignitv I hid ttus 
youth kindly farewell, because he has come hither m kindncM 
and because the odds axe great that we may never agam meet 
^ world I gussa bcttei than he that the schemes on 
Winch you aio nishmg are too mighty fox your management 
and that ym are now settmg the stone a-willing which must 
m^Iy (OTsh you in its descent I hid fareweU,' she added, 
to my fellow-victim ^ ’ 

^ senoiis feeling, 

al^el^er ditot &om the usual levity & Cathenne’s mannl, 
keneath the giddiness of extreme 
youtli and total inexperience, there lurked m her bosom a 
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The abbess lemained a moment silent after she had left the 
zoom The pioposed rebuke died on her tongue, and she ap- 
pealed stinck vuih the deep and foieboding ime m xs^hich her 
niece had spoken her good even She led the nay m silence to 
the apartment nhich they had formerly occupied, and nherc 
there was prepared a small refection, as the abbess termed it^ 
consistmg of milk and bailey-biead Magdalen Gimme, sum- 
moned to take share in this collation, appeared from an adjoin- 
ing apartment, but Cathenne nas seen no more Theienas 
little said durmg the hasty meal, and aftei it nas finished 
Itoland Gneme nas dismissed to the nearest cell, nheio some 
preparations had been made foi his lepose 

The stiange circumstances in which he found himself had 
(^QU usual efiect in preventing slumber fh>m hastily descend- 
mg on himj and he could distmctly hear, by a low but earnest 
mtiimunng in tlie apartment which he had left^ that tho 
matious continued m deep consultation to a late houi As 
tliey sepaiated, he heard the abbess distinctly expiess heiself 
thus *In a i\oid, my sister, I venerate yom (^actei and tho 
authority with which my supcnois have mvested you , yet it 
seems to me that, eia entenng on this perilous course, we 
should consult some of the fathers of the church ’ 

*And how and wheie aio we to find a faithful bishop or 
abbot at whom to ask counsel 1 The faithful Eustatius is no 
more* ho is withdiawn from a world of evil, and from tho 
tpanny of heretics May Heaven and Oui Lady assoilziQ him 
of his sms, and abridge the penance of hia mortal mfirmitiea * 
■SVheie shall we find another with whom to take counsel i' 

* Heaven will provide fbr the church,' said the abbess, ‘and 
the faithful fathers who yet are sufiered to lemam m the house 
of Kenna<iuhan w ill proceed to elect an abbot They will iwfc 
sttflfei the staff to fall down, or tho zmtre to be unfilled, for tho 

thieats of heiesy ' , „ , , * «. 

*11iat will I learn to-morrow,* said Magdalen Gisemo, yet 
who now takes th6 office of an houi, save to partake with tho 
spoilers m then woik of plundei J To-morrow w ill tell us i! one 
of the thousand samts who aie spiung from the ho\m of bt 
Mazy's contemes to look down on it in its miseiy Earowell, 
my sister, we meet at Edinburgh ' 

^BenedteiteT answeied tho abbess, and they pa^ ^ 

*Tb Kennaquhiui and to Edmbiugb we bend our way. 
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thought Maud Grme ' That information have I porchaBcd 
hy R deqiless hour it suits \iolI vith my purpose At Kcn- 
naquhair I shall see Fathei Ambrose , at ^mbutgh I shall find 
the means of shaping my ovm oouise through this bustling 
Tioild, ^without burdening mr afiectionate relation, at Edin* 
burgh, too, I shall see again the intchmg novice, Tilth her blue 
eyes and her provoking smile’ Ho fdl asleep^ and it u os to 
mcam of Cathonne Seyton 
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IVliat, Dagon up arain * I thought we had hurl'd him 

Down on tiie thnshold nercr moro to nsc 

Bring wedge and axe , and, neighbours, lend 3 our hands, 

And nre the idol into winter fagots 1 

AtMlUene^ or the Cfonxcrtoi Ihnc 

HoiiAXP Grave jslopt long and aound, and the sun was high 
over the horizon when the voice of his companion sununoned 
him to resume thou pilgnmage, and when, hastily arranging 
his dress, ho Trent to attend her call, tlie enthusiastic matron 
stood ahetXdy at the threshold, prepiired for her joiimej There 
was in all the deportment of this remarkable Troman a prompti- 
tude of cvecution, and a sternness of perseverance, fbunded on 
the fanatoibm which she nursed so deeply, and which seemed 
to absorb all the ozdiiuzj purposes and feelings of mortalify 
One only human aflhotaon gleamed through her enthusiastic 
cueigies, like the broken ^impses of the sun throu^ the rising 
clouds of a storm It was her maternal fondness for her grand- 
Bon — a foudnc&s earned almost to the verge of dotage m circum- 
stances u heie the Gathohe religion was not concerned, but which 
gave way instantly when it chanced either to thwart or come 
in contact with iho more settled purpose of her soul, and the 
moie devoted duty of her life Her life she would wilhngly 
have laid down to save the earthly object of her affection, but 
that object itself she was ready to hazard, and would have been 
mlhng to sacnfice, could the restoration of the Ghurch of Romo 
have been purchased with his blood Her discourse by the way, 
excepting on the few occasions in which her extreme love of her 
grandson found opportumty to display itself m anxiety for hw 
health and accommodation, turned entiiely on the duty of 
laismg up the fallen honours of the diurch, and replacing a 
Catholic sovereign on the throne There were times at whiOT 
she hmted, though veiy obscurely and distantly, that she 
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hejsdt ms 

sulqeoli sljo «P>^_S1. . „„±a-„a3 TK^ 



Skdidt upm the general duty ’irkch ms iiwumbetrt m nU 
t Ti,* n«i? An nrfissnre of whicb die felt in an 



Yet, tliough^Ulen Gnome gave no dnetst m^twn of 
licr pretenRone to be considered as something nq^ond ttie 
oidiTwn class of mortals, the one or two perwns 

amongst fte travellers i\hom th^ occamonoBy met, as they 
cntei^ the more fertile and popnlous part of the vail seemed 
to mdwato their belief m her sopenor attribntes It is taruo 
that tao ckrons, who dime before them a herd of cattle, one 
or tT^o xilhge wenches, who seemed hound for some merry* 
making , a strolling soldier, m a rosted monon , and a wande^ 
mg student, os ins thmdhare black cloak and his satchel of 
IxmU proclaimed htm, passed onr travdlera without observa^ 
tHm, or with a look of contempt, and, moreover, that two or 
three children, attmoted the appearance cf a dress so nearly 
resembling that of a pd^im, jen^ m liootu^ and calling, 
‘Out upon the old mass*mangert’ But one or two^ who 
nou^ra m tlicir bosoms reject for the downfalleu hieimrciby, 
casting first a Umorous glance arouu^ to see that no one 
observed them, hastily cros^ themsdves, bent their knee to 
^ster Magdalen, by which name they saluted her, kissed her 
hand, or even the hem o! her dahnatupie, received with humility 
the tenedtcitr witti which she repaid thea obeisance, and then 
^rtmg np^ and again looikmg bmidly round to see that tliey 
mul been unohwrved, hastily lesumed their journey. Even 
wmlo siglit of persons of the prevailing faith, there were 

peraott nS 

* SttKotee 
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Bcpd Amid heretics and Rc 1 ii 6 niatic 5 » spoilers of the chuich^s 
liUid^ and scoffors at saints and saciaincntSj thcic is left a 
icniimiit^ 

^ It 18 tnic> 2113’ mother/ said Boland Gncxne , ' but mcthinks 
the)’ are of a qualit) 11 Inch can help us but little See 3’Dunot 
all thobc \iho Mcni htcci at then side, and beai marks of bettor 
quality, niffle post iu> as tlicy iiould past the meanest beggars? 
foi thobo who gno us any uiaiksof sympathy aio the poorest 
of the poor, and most outcast of the needy, who have neither 
bicad to slmio with u^ noi swords to defend us, nor skill to 
Ubo them if they liad Tlmt poor wretch that last kneeled to 
)ou with such deep demotion, and who seemed emaciated by 
the touch of some wasting disease within, and the grasp of 
po'icity witliout — that pile, shnciing, miserable caitiff, liow can 
ho aid the gjcat schemes )mi meditate?’ 

'Much, my sou,’ said tfic matron, with more mildness than 
the ])ago perhaps expected 'W*hcn that pious sou of the 
chill eh 1 etui us fioni the bhiino of St Kmgau, wluthci he now 
tniiols by my conubcl, and b) the aid of Citliolics — when 

ho rotuins healed of liib wasting malady, high in lienith and 
strong in limb, will not the glory of bis faithfulness^ and its 
miraculous 1 award, siicak louder in the oars of this besotted 
people of Scotland than the dm which is weekly made in a 
thousand hcioticol pulpits?’ 

‘Ay, but, motbci, I foai the saint’s linnd is out It is long 
Miioc wo ba\o licnid of a mnaclo pcifoimcd at St Bingan’s ’ 

The Duition made a dead pause, and, witli a toico tremulous 
with emotion, asked, 'Aifc thou so uuliappy as to doubt the 
powci of the blessed saint?’ 

' Nay, mothoi,’ the youth hastened to rcpl), * I beliere as the 
Jloly Chut eh command)^ and doubt not St Bingau’s powet of 
healing, but, bo it said with icvcrcncc, bo hath not of late 
show cd the inclination ’ 

'And lias tins land dcsciTcd it?’ said the Catholic matiou, 
adinnoing hastily while she spoke, until slie attained the sum- 
mit of a using ground, 01 w Inch the path led, and then stand- 
ing again still t^Heic,’ she said, 'st^ the moss, the limits 
of the hcilidome of St hlaiy’s— here, on this eminence^ fiom 
wrhicli the eye of tJie holy pilgnm might first catch a Tiew of 
timt ancient monastezy, the light of the land, the abode of 
saints, and the giave of monaichs Where is now that emblem 
of 0111 faith ? It lies on the oniil), a shapeless block, fipm which 
tho broken fragments have been caincd 0I5 foi the meanest 
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t^iAarilsthccasijmy wnjV ^ 

sUtolv M>i«S once more by bavbaions 

UnTlctl.o'’ •[ tliel*»^ ivi+fipmciits of vhtcb ne can, even 
h^thcn-look a ’^S SStfonVandadci tins 


2fSr7^«5™rrf?j£ 

Irnmclics mifa wore dicsscd and tnmmcd E^cn tins ds}— 
n\, tM n tins tom, I trust to heat nov s of importance^ Dally 
nV-lct uv on , tunc ,s brief, and jndgmoiA ,s cartam 

Slw resumed tho path Inch led to the &bbey--a path wmcli, 
m imcie))itiu\c>,\ias carefuH} marked out hy posts aiid rauSj 
in rtie pilgnm m his jouraoy , these Tjreie nov tom up 
tmd <K^tw>ed An halMiour^s l^alk placed tliem m front of 
iht oiifti s|>icndid monastoij, \ihicli, although the church uas 
i>s j ti udirc, h id not cM^ipcd the fiiiy of the tunes The long 
rmce of ctih ami ot apaitmciits foi the use of the brethren, 
vhiJi rnicnpicd \v^o ddcs of the great square, were almost 
rmtioii^ the interior luiMng been consumed file, 
vhich ouU the nmscivo architecture of tlic outuaid noils had 
^wihKd ihpm to lesist The alilxit's house, 'fthich formed the 


ihmt tide of the equate, \sas, though injured, still inhabited, 
mni ah«aiUd refuge to the ievr hfictliren uho jet, mthci by 
('lUnname than In aUiml authont}, uorc permitted to remam 
at Kuuut|uluir Ihwr stateij ofhees their pleasant garden^ 
il.e in'unvuccnt rlo^btcn constructed for their recication, ueie 
ftll «hljipnlauil and nimous ; and some of the hiuldiug materials 
hid AppitcuU) Wn put into requisition by pcisons m the 
sh.irfr ftu\ in the sicuiitv, \iho, fomiorly lassals of the monas* 
l. M, hvl no; to appropnate to tljemselves a part of 

tti» Uulrtwi san fmtrmcnts of Gothic pillars, nclily 

< wrujpmg the phce of doo^po^:t8 to the meanest huts, 
wn r»»i then? a mutilated statne, imcrted or laid on its 
* h > U the doiir-pr^l or thw^hold of a iCTctcW cow-housc 
i' b Omr.h uap injured than the other buildings of 
V' liut ik nuagc', uhich Imd been plocofl m the 
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numerous niches of its columns and buttraBseSi haTing all fallen 
undei the ohaxge of idolatxyi to 'which the superstitious dero- 
tion of the Papists had justij exposed them, had been broken 
and thrown down, without much regard to the preservation of 
the nch and airy canopies and pedestals on which they were 
placed , nor, if the devostatioD had stopped short at this pomt^ 
could we have oonsideFed the preseivation of these monuments 
of antiquity' as on object to be put in the balance with the 
introduction of the Beformed wor^p 

Oui pilgiims saw the demolition of these sacred and Teuei- 
able representatioDs of samts and angels — for as sacred and 
venerable they had been taught to consider them — ^with very 
different feelings The antiquary may be penmtted to legret 
the necessity of the action, but to Magdalen Gneme it seemed 
a deed of impiety, deserving the instant vengeance of Heaven 
— a sentiment m which hei relative jomed for the moment as 
cordially as herself Neither, however, gave vent to their feel- 
logs in word% aud uplifted hands and ^es formed their only 
mode of expressing them. The page ivaa about to approach the 
gieat eastern gate of the ohui^ but was prevented his 
guide 'That gate,’ Ehe said, *has long been blockaded, that 
the heretical rabble may not know there still exist among the 
brethien of St Mary’ls men who dare worship where Iheir pre- 
decessors prayed while ahve, and were mterred when dead, 
follow me this way, my son ’ 

Boland Grmme fbllowed accordingly, and Magdalen, castmg 
a hasty glance to see whether they weie observ^ (for she had 
learned caution from the danger of the times), commanded hei 
grandson to knock at a little widcet which we pomted out to ^ 
bun ‘But knock gently,’ she added, with a motion expressive 
of caution Aftei a little space, during which no answer was 
returned, she signed to Boland to repeat hia summons fca 
admission , and the door at length partially opening, discoi ered 
a glimpse of the thm and tmud poiW, whom the duty was 
performed, skulkmg from the observation of those who stood 
without^ but endeavouring at the same time to gam a sight of 
them without beng Inmsdf seen How different from the 
pioud consciousness of digmty with whidi the porter of anoiwt 
days offered his important brow and his goodly person to the 
pilgnms who repaued to Kennaquhau * His solemn ^Iniraie, 
meiJUth' "w-'as exchanged for a tremulous ‘You cai^ wter 
now the hielhien are m their chambers’ But when Mag- 
dalen Giicme asked, m an undei tone of voic^ ‘Hast thou for- 
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gottoB me, xny biotihert' he changed hxs apologetio lefusal to 
'Entei, my honouied sister-— entei speedily, for evil eyes are 
upon us ’ 

They entered accordingly, and having waited imtil the poitcr 
had, with jealous haste, l^ned and bolted the wicket, were 
conducted by hun thiough seveial dark and winding passages 
As they walked slowly on, he spoke to the mation in a sub- 
dued voice, as if he icai^ to trust the very walls with the 
avowal which ho communicated 

‘Our fatheis aie assembled m the chaptei-house, woitliy 
Bister— yes, in the chapter-house — for the eleotionrof on abbot 
Ah, benedtetief theie must be no ringing of bells— no high 
mass — ^no opemng of the gieat gates now, ^t the people nn^it 
see and venerate then spnitual lathei 1 Our falhers must bide 
themselves rathei like lobhers w^ho choose a leadei than godly 
priests who dcot a mitied abbot ’ 

‘Regard not that, my biothei,* answeied Magdalen Gimme, 
‘ the first successors of St Petei himself were elected, not in 
snufihme, but m tempests, not in the halls of the Vatican, hut 
m the subterranean vaults and dungeons of heathen Rome ; 
they weio not giatulated with shouts and salvos of cannon-shot 
and of musketiy, and the display of artificial file — no, my 
hiother, but by the lioaiso summons of lictois and pimtor^ 
who came to drag the fatliers of the church to martyidoxn 
Yiom such adveisity was the church once raised, and by such 
will it now be ponfied And maik mo, biothci I not m 
proudest da^ of the mitied abbey was a superior ever chosen 
whom hiB omoo shall so much honom as he shall be honouied 
who now* takes it upon him m these days of tribulation On 
whom, my brothei, will the choice fall?' 

* On w nom can it foil — or, alas * who would daie to leply to 
the call — save the worthy pupil of the sainted Eustatius, the 
good and valiant Fathei Amhiosef ’ 


I Imow it, said Magdalen , ‘ my heart told me, long ere your 
lijis had uttered his name Stand fmtb, cottrageous ebarntnoBj 
and man the ftital bieaoh* Rise^ bold and eimencnoed raJot^ 
and 80170 the helm while the tempest n^esl '•Turn hack the 
Imttle, biavc raisei of the fallen standard * Wield crook and 
slmg, noble shcplieid of a scattered fiook * 

* I Vm 5 0U, hush, my sister P said the portei, openme a 
dooi winch led into the gieat churdi, ‘the brethren will bo 
presei^y hero to celebrate their election with a solemn mass . 
1 mnst marshal them the way to the high altar: aR the 

XI g 
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Magdalen Grseme looked at and pernsed the bncf records of 
the&e snonumeuts successiYely, and paused over that of Father 
Eustace *In a good houi for thyself/ die said, 'hut oh! in 
an evil houi f6i the diurdh, wert thou (^led from us Let thy 
spirit be with holy znan , encourage thy successor to ticad 
m thy footsteps , give him thy bold and inventive capacity, thy 
zeal, and tliy disorehon ; even ihy piety exceeds not his ’ As 
she spoke, a side door, which clo^ a passage from the abbot’s 
house into the ohuich, was thrown open, tliat the fathers might 
enter the choir, and conduct to the high altai the supenor 
whom they had elected 

In former tunes, this was one of tho most splendid of the 
many pageants which the hierarchy of Borne had devised to 
attract the veneration of the fmthful. The penod during which 
the abbacy lemained vacant was a state of mourning, or, as 
their emblematical phrase expiessed it, of widowhood — a melan- 
choly term, which was dhianged mto lejoicing and tnumph 
when a new supenor was chosen When tho folding doors 
vrexe on such solemn occasions thrown open, and tlie new abbot 
appeared on the thieshold m full-blown digmty, with nug and 
miti^ and dalmatiquo and crosier, his hoary standard-l^iers 
and his jnvemle dispensers of mcense pieoeding him, and the 
venerable tram of monks behind him, with all besides wrhich 
could announce the supieme authon^ to which he was now 
raised, lus appearance was a signal for magnificent Jubilate 
to nse horn the organ and musio-loft^ and to be jomed hy the 
coiiespondmg bursts of Allelumh fiom the whole assembled 
congiegation Now all was changed In the mid&t of rubbish 
and desolation, seven or eight old men, bent and shaken, as 
mnoh by gnef and fear as by age, diiouded hastily in the 
pioscnb^ dress of their ordei, wandered like a procession of 
spectres from the doorwhich had been thrown open, up through 
the cnenmh^ed passage to the high altai, theie to instal then 
elected supenoi a chief of rums It was like a band of be- 
wildered travellers choosmg a chief in thew'ildemess of Arabia, 
or a dnpwredced crew electmg a captain upon barren island 
on which fate has thiown them ’ 

They wh<^ m peaceful tune^ are most ambitious of authonfy 
among others shrink fiom the oompetitioUi at such eventful 
penods, when neitliei ease nor parade attend the possession of 
it, and when it gives only a painlol pre-eminence both m danger 
rad m labour, and exposes the ill-fated ohieftaan to the murmtus 
of hiB discontented associates, as well as to the first assault of 
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tbeu new abbot tbe kiss of peace, m token of j^ternal aifeo* 
tion and spiiitoal homage Mass was then hastily performed, 
but m such piecipitation as if it had been hmiied over rather 
to satisfy the scruples of a few youths who ueie impatient to 
set out on a hunting party, than as if it made the most solemn 
pait of a solemn c^maticm. The ofiSciatmg piiest faltered as 
lie spoke the seivice^ and often looked oiound, as if he expected 
to be interrupted m the midst of his office , and the brethieii 
listened as to that which, short as it was, they wished yet more 
abiidged 

These i^ptoms of alarm mmeased as the ceiemony pio- 
ceeded, ana, as it seemed, w ore not caused by mere apprehen-' 
Sion alone , for, amid the pauses of the hymn, theie weie heaid 
without sounds of a very diffcient sort, bemnnmg faintly and 
at a distance, but at length appioaching dose to the evtenoi 
of the chuich, and stunnuig with dissonant damoui those 
engaged m the service The winding of horns, blown with 
no legard to harmony or concert, the jan^ng of bells, the 
thumping of drums, the squeaking of bagpipes, and the clash 
of cymbals, the shouts of a multitude, now as m laoghtei, 
now as in angci , the shnll tones of female voices and of those 
of children, mmglmg with the deeper damours of men, foimed 
a Babd of sounds which first drowned, and then awed into utter 
silence, the official hymns of the consent The cansc and lesult 
of this extraoidinaiy mtemiption will be G\plained m the next 


* See HnnUng jUftsq ITote 7 
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Eot tlie \rald billon, nben it breaks its bameii 
Hot tho mid nnud, escaping fiom its cavoin. 

Hot tbo nild fiend, that muiglcs both togotlier. 

And ponrs tlieir xage upon tlie nponing lioivos^ 

Can match the mid fiealcs of tins mutufol 
Comic, jot fearfbl , droll, and jot destruotiie 

2’As Cinupifw^ 

Tub monks ceased then song, iiNhidi, like that of the chonstcrs 
m the l^end of the Witch of Berkley, died away lu a quavei of 
consternation , and like a flock of chickens disturbed by the 
presence of the kit^ they at flrst made a movement to dispcrfo 
and fly in difibront directions, and then, vitli despair lathcr 
than hope, huddled themselves aiound then new abbot, wlio, 
retainmg the lofty and undismayed look which hod dignified 
bun through the whole ceremony, stood on tlio higher step of 
the altar, as if desiious to be the most oon&piGUoizs mark on 
vrhich danger might dischazge itself, and to save his com- 
panions by Ins self-devotion, smee he could afford them no otlior 
protection 

Involuntarily, as it were, Magdalen Grmmc and the page 
stepped from the station uhich hitherto th^ had occupied un- 
noticed, and approached to t&e altar, as dosurous of sha^g tlie 
fate which approached the monks, whatever that might be 
Both bowed zevoiently low to the abbot, and while Magdalen 
seemed about to speak, the youth, looking towaida tho mam 
entrance^ at which the noise now roared most loudly, and which 
w'as at the same tmo assailed w ith much knocking, laid his hand 
upon his dagger 

The abbot motioned to both to foiboar ‘Peace, my sislci,’ 
he said, in a low ton(^ but which, heiug m a different key from 
the tumultuaiy sounds without^ could be distmotly hcara even 
amidst tlie tumult — ‘peace,* he said, ‘my sistm , lot the new' 
superior of St kraiy*s himself receive mid reply to tho grateful 
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acdamations of the vassals ^ho come to celebrate his 
ticm And thou, my son, forbear, I chaage thee, to toucli thy 
earthly weapon , if it is the pleasure of our mxi/teotress that hOT 
shnne be this day desecrated by deeds of violence, and poUu^ 
by blood-shedding, let it not^ I charge thee, happen through the 
dwd of a Catholic son of the church ’ 

The noise and knocking at the outer gate became now every 
moment louder, and vmces were heard impatiently demanding 
admittance The abbot, with dignity, and with a step which 
even the emergemgr of danger rendered neither faltering noi 
precipitate, moved towards the portal, and demanded to know, 
m a tone of authonty, who it was that disturbed their worship, 
and what they desirw* , ,, ^ 

There was a moment’s silence, and then a loud laugh nom 
without At length a voice raphed, *We desire entrance into 
the church , and when the door is opened you will soon see 
who we axe’ 

*By whose authority do you reqmie entrance 1 said the 
father 

*By authonty of the right reverend Lord Abbot of Un- 
reason,’ * reph^ the voice tom without , and, tom the laugh 
which fdbwed, it seemed as if there was somethuig highly 
ludicrous couched under this reply 

• I know not, and seek not to know, yoor meaning,’ replied 
the abbot, * since it is probably a rude one. But begone, m the 
name of Qod, and leave His servants m peace I speak this as 
having lawM authonty to command hcie ’ 

*Open the door,’ said another rude voice, 'and we will tiy 
titles with ^ou, BUT monk, and show you a supenor we must all 
obey’ 

‘ Break open the doors if he dalhes any longer,’ said a third 
^and down with the caxnon monks who would us of our 
Ijnvilege 1 * A general shout followed 'Ay, ay, our pnvilege < 
— our pnvilege ' Down with the doors, aim with the lurd^o 
monks if they make opposition I’ 

The knocking was now exchanged for blows with great 
hammers, to which the doors, strong as thej^were, must soon 
liavo given way But the abbot, who saw resistance would be 
vain, and who did not wish to incense the assailants by an 
attempt at offering it, besought silence earnestly, and with 
difficulty obtained a heanng 'My dhildren,’ said he, 'I will 
save you tom comimttmg a great sm The porter will pre- 
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scutly undo the gate — ^lio is gone to fetch tlio keys , xaeantime, 
i pray 3011 to consider ^ilh yoiusehes if you arc in a state of 
mind to cross the Jioly threshold ' 

‘Till3*\allcj for jour Papistry** Tiasaiisncrcd fiom with- 
out j ate 111 Llie mood of ilio monks hen they ate memest) 
and tliat is i^licn they sup bccf’'bxe\ii& foi lentcn-kail So, if 
3 our porioi hath not the gout) let him come speedily, or ee 
Jicuc nway leadily &iid I ucll, conmidcsf * 

‘Biarely biiid/and it shall be os bravely done,’ said the 
inultitaidc , and had not the keys amved at tlmt moment, and 
tho potter m hast} ten 01 perfonnod his office^ throwmg open 
the gicat doot, thc populacc uonid have saicd him tho trouble 
Tho iiisUiit ho had done so^ the aflnghted janitor iled, like one 
i\ lio has diau u tho bolts of .1 ilood-gatc, and expects to bo over- 
Tv helmed by tho lUbhmg inundation Tlie monks, mth quo 
consent, iuid uithdtuim tiicmschcs behind the abbot, \iho alouo 
kept his station, about tliicc yards from tho entrance, showing 
no signs of fear 01 pcrtuibition His bicthien, paitlj'’ enooui- 
aged by his devotion, p.iitly ashamed to desert him, aud partly 
animated b}' a sense of duty, lemauicd huddled close together 
at tho back of their supciior Thei*e was a lend laugh and 
hurra when the doors were opened , but, conttnty to what might 
have been expected, no crowd of enrag^ assailants rushed into 
the chinch On tho coutnir}, theie was a on’ of *A halt a 
halt * to ordei, my masters * and let tJio two reverend fathers 
gleet c^icli othci, as beseems them ’ 

The appearance of tlio crowd who wme thus called to order 
was grotesque m the ovticmo It was composed of men, women, 
and cluldron, luchorously disguised in canons hahitsf, aud pre- 
Bontxug gioups equally diversified and grotesque Heie one 
fclbw with a horse’s head painted before him, and a tail behmd, 
aud tho whole covered with a long footrcloth, wliidi was sup- 
posed to ludo the body of the animal, ambled, caracoled, pranced, 
and plunged, ns ho performed the celebrated part of tho hobl^- 
horse,* so often nlludW to m oui ancient dramn, and which 
still flourishes on die stage m the battle that concludes Baje^ 
tragedy To nTjjl tho address and ngilitv di^laycd by this 
charnotor, another personage advanced, in the moie formidable 
ohoractoi of a huge dragon, with gilded wing^ open jnw^ nnd^ 
a Bcnilct tongue, cloven at tho end, which made vanous efioita 
to oveitako and dovoui a lad, dressed os the lovely Sabtea, 
daughtei of tho Knig of %vpt, who fled before hun, while a 
* Bee Kotc 0 
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maitial St Georgo, grotesquely armed 'With a goblet foi a helmet 
and a spit for a lanco, erei and anon mterfcied} and compelled 
the monster to idinqnish his prey A beai, a 'aolf^ and one or 
two othei 'nild animals, played their parts 'with the discretion 
of Snug the ]omer ^ for the deeidcd p^crcncc whidi they gaic 
to the use of then hmd legs was su&cient, without auy formal 
annunciation^ to assure the most timoious spectators that tiioy 
had to do Tnth habitual bipeds There was a group of outlaw I, 
with Bobm Hood and Little John at their head * — the best ic- 
pieseutation exhibited at the time , and no great wonder, since 
most of the ootors were, by piofession, the banished men and 
thieves w horn they pi csent^ Other masqueraders there w ei c, 
of a less maikcd description Mon were disguised as w omen, and 
women as men, childien wore the dress of aged people, and 
tottered with crutch-sticks m thoir hands, fmied gowns on their 
little backEf, and caps on theu round heads , 'while giaudsircs 
assumed the infautiuo tone as well as the dress of childien 
Besides these, many had their faces painted, and wore their 
shirts ovei the rest of their diess , while oolouicd pastcboiird 
and nbbands furnished out decorations for others Those who 
Planted all tliese properties, blacked then: faces, and turned their 
jackets inside out, and thus the transmutation of the whole 
assembly mto a set of mad giotesquo mummera was at once 
completed 


_ » - — — -X — — « — iicuuiuK cvuijcuciibiy 

fm some person of the hipest authoiity amongst them, gave 
thos^ithin the abbey obureb full time to observe all these 
abnudities They \^eie at no loss to compicbond then pmposo 
and meaning ^ ^ 

Fm mdem can be ignorant that, at an early penod, and 
dnmg the plemtude of her pon-ei, the Chutoh of Home not 
raly conniv^ at, but wen encouraged, such satumalian licenses 
as the mha^tante of Kennaquhatr and the neighbourhood had 
in hand, md that the vulgai, on such occasions, ivoie not 
but cn^EOuiaged, by anumhei of gambols, some- 
^ ludimouB, sometimes immoral and profane, 
to indemnify the^elves for the pHTOtionseand penances im- 
posed on thm at other seasons. But, of all othei topics foi 

itoaifTf ceremonial of the ohnicb 

itoelf ueie most frequently lesorted to, end, strange to say 
aith the approbation of the cleigy themself ® ^ ’ 

MTiile the hieiMcby flomisbed mfull glory, they do not 
* bealioioio 
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appear to have dreaded the consequences of suffering the people 
to become so irrevcieutlj familiar vith things sacred they 
then imagined the laity to be much m the condition of a 
labourer’s horse, 'which does not submit 'to the bndle and the 
Mliip with greater reluctance because, at rare intervals, ho is 
allo'ncd to froho at laige in Ins pastuie, and fling out his heels 
in clumsy gambols at the mastei 'uho usually dnves him But, 
when times changed — ^whou doubt of 'the Homan Ca'thohc doc- 
tiin^ and hatred of their priesthood, had possessed the Heformed 
party — ^thc cleigy dxscoreied, too late, that no small inconveni- 
ence arose from tlie established practice of games and meny- 
makings, in which they themselves, and all they held most 
sacred, wore made the subject of ndiculo It then became 
obvious to dulloi politicians than the Homish obuzebmen, tliat 
the same actions have a veij different tendency when done in 
the spirit of saicastiG insolence and hatred than when acted 
moTcly m exuberance of rude and uncontrollable spirits Tliey, 
therefore, though of the latest^ endeavoured, w heie they had any 
lemaiumg influence, to discourage the renewal of t^se inde- 
corous fcstintics In this particular, the Cathohe deigy were 
joined by most of the Heformed preachers, who were moih 
shocked at the profom^ and immomlity of many of these 
exhibitions than disposed to profit by the ndiculous hght in 
which they placed tbe Church of Bwe and her observances 
But it was long ere these scandalous and unmoral sporte could 
1)6 abrogated the rude multitude continued attached to theu 
fa%oiintG pastimes, and, both m En^ond and Scotland, the 
imtie of the Catholic, the lochet of the Heformed, bishop, and 
die cloak and band of the Galvmistio diving wer^ m turn, 
compelled to gi%c place to those jocular personage^ the Pope 
of Fools, the Boy Bishop, and the Abbot of Unieason * 

It was the lattei personage who now, in full costume made 
his appioaeh to the great dooi of the church of St Maty’s, 
accoutred in such a mannei as to form a oancatuie, or practical 
paiody, on the costume and attendants of the zeal supeziox, 
whom he came to beard on the very day of his installation, lu 
the piesence of hv cloigy, and in the chancel of his church 
The mock dxgmtary was a stou'lrinade, under-sized fellow, whose 
thick squab form had been rendered grotesque by a supple- 
mental paunch, well stuffed He wore a mitre of leaiher, with 
the front like a grenadier^s cap, adomed with moc^ embroidery 

* Fjtnn tlie latezeaiins A<ncl entitled AntuiasiM, li seems the sune hnrlfisqwi oexe- 
monies ws» pnetised lo Uie GreeV. Chnrch 
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and tnnkets of tin Tins surmounted a Tisage the nose of 
uineh 'vas the most prominent feature, bemg of tumsual size, 
and at least as ncdily gemmed as his head-gear His robe 'vras 
of buckram, and his cope of canvass, cunou^j pamted, and cat 
into open uroik On one idioulder nas fixed the painted figuie 
of an owl, and he bore m the nght hand his pastoral sta^ and 
m Ihe left a small mirror havmg a handle to it, thus resembling 
a celebrated jester, uhose adventuies, translated mto English, 
uere whilom extremely populai, and w'hich may still be pro- 
cuied m black letter for alrout one sterlmg pound per leaf 
The attendants of this mock dignitary bad then proper 
dresses and eqmpage^ beanng the same burlesque resemblance 
to the officers of the convent which tlieir leadei did to the 


superior They followed their loader m regular procession, and 
the motley character^ which had waited his amval, now 
crowded into the church m his tram, shouting as they came — 
* A hall — a haU ' foi the venerable Father Howleglas, the learned 
klouk of Misiul^ and the Right Reverend Abbot of Unreason ^ ’ 
The discordant minstielqr of every land renewed its dm 
the btm bhneked and howled, and the men laughed and 
h&IIooea, and the uomen giggled and smeatnied, and the heaste 
loaied, and the dragon walloped and hissed, and the hobby- 
hoiae neighed, pnmeed, and capered, and the leat ftisked and 
hohekedj clashing their hobnailed shoes against the pavement, 
till it sparkled "ttith the marks of fheir eneigetic capnoles 
It was, m fine, a scene of ndiculous confusion, that deafened 
the ear, made the eyes giddy, and must have altogether stunned 
any mdineient spectator, the monk% whom personal appie- 
hension and a conscumsaoss that much of the popular enjoy- 
ment arose from the ridicule bemg directed against them, were 
moreovei, little comforted ly the reflection that, bold in then 
disg^is^ the mummers n ho whooped and capered aiound them 
might, on sbght provocation, turn then jest mto earnest, or at 
least proceed to those practical jfieasantnes which at all tunes 
ome so naturally out of the frolicsome and mischievous disposi- 
They looked to their abbot amid the 
t^mt, Tinth such iMks as landsmen cast utma the pQot when 
*?,*? highest— looks nhich eiqness that they aie 

ansing from their own exertions, and not 


i.n ®^hbrt hua^f seemed at a stand, he felt no fear, but 
e iMH Bcn^lo of the dangci of expressing his nring milumn- 



1 


TTAvriir-ry 


rli.rTi ho e-iwh rVc Ifo ir«ic a 

4r -'iiro \»jt\ }i»-. ){ *!j«l li. :r p.v 5 vh'oh at 

h'-’ 0.1^ rtTal Trt In ^hM;N wji j\.* r! vc^U 

i Ti^'iT' r f r 1 **'0%^*', i‘ 'h jxr^ r* i j ^ roATii 'u 
•[' I ti' n n*'H ", 1 I I'j n rp"* hv *x. 

I Ml h 'i i'lv % J>«_, hi h ** -^ri* I * x. 'p^T V ’ ^ CX^'n.Ct. * 

fr *‘h r IT *’ »rth an d ri^-»i vi 

I I •»* Tiii^> •* I inHj » >» ‘ti. il ii^>i:* * M III shp MMJT" Ti: Anki 

p/ jm jr ii' f/ xhi X !•’" th» r j^T 

Tit It, f ** I - t » 1* *• jhi 4*1 *■•' fjjftt *'‘v’c T» mV"*! 

'Vi-i* |K fur 1* »l ^*v 1C rt ''•-n iiiiTL *1 

JU I «» M*r » I "r 1-* X'l'rliVi’-l * 

•'^il r ' tM\ ^<*1 flov itvi ^ *r» * ♦‘'\M Lvrr>i 

« i*h Ot th'* ihirrh hoM cm t»*' m ”i j i vr'l** ", *>M* xon m*''** 
i> 111 h«n» \ \. ir K' rir»"i(ii \** ti][» ,/»i! hs**o'» Txi. i 

ro 1. « viiM.^ f »rth m n. is* t, «,n*i i *« 1 .ul ; i siy ' 

j'l ]*'* iIj'- h rittn- I li 'tip i^»»V.r v ^ich m? a-iTtora 

r * o »r iMut nl "u I 'It*' niT 

* 'wi i Ti'h r NpiW'-o 

* l/f I I.i! K ii * !■> — iiii 1 h t»,n I hi.’ in. ’ t’ cv a-v * n V* 
h ,r]o»-ino « “ii '• \ -i i-iv' c£i»’ii vx not it^ oti'i 
r'thc", iM 1 it »*' 1 oil rlioi u n w ph w” 

*If t^ion lp<r -xT.trh' 1 1 iluo *sixo mt '•m i nhi'i>i ' 
the n I tl h 1 * « pr-^u ; imp ni*' :Ii** e f>M i $ *> m > sahc, t > bpc*"' 

I fi 11 V onlv 1 1 til' vi II lo ! ' 

‘ \n!th* 1 i ii*^ h«l iicr ‘nIx '• tho i » n*n'-ioi the -ihh''*' 
’»r r«r, *1 hv, t'OTpiviitl hr'‘h'r, 1 h"vo "II t'»it I'W’nt**- 
nn.« «sao«' Mt th 't u.^ ^ I h»\e lw‘ mIc M'*d W ?y- 

n.ii" \.*!!i itlur no: ronh M'ont f>Miag and for 

%*v. m in — '•ncilr a*I vro will mve t»*n 

!iKo t'OiK-* fonen-s 

Ih4"“nj th»N di‘‘i''Uv4«oM the wr"th o* Jlngi’iloM Grrme Jnd 
r.-tM tn tti' v'lt^mn ^^hc np^wwoh^l il»? ahivu*, v'd ]»’ ig- 
la r^e^r liy hi*^ p’/c *^aid in m Ion nnJ \ct o*«r’ «o* — *’VV’ihc 

1 I.J invite thiu ;-iMiO" the rf «;t. Petor is in tnr in^d 
— ^inko 'ind Pit iito ^t, Poiop*? punnnni ’ P nd tho's w the 
whith lo’pj; niottsl In tho chnron on r'*nJi ">re nwtcil 
in Hcivca— * 

'Peace is*ul tho ihbot , Met lot tbt’ir m'lunoss 

Jc«tri>i oni di'^retit 1*1^1 pni tlioe pc*icc* and lot lae downline 
mTco * Tt !•« tlio jy^rMheninro it nny W tho Itst*. tI*no I 
di"!! H? c'llk'd on to di-cliMr^o it^’ 

•XiiV, tny ho*i bnrthcr*" Hotrleglis. ‘I redo ven ta\o 


t 



THE ABBOT 


125 


the holy sister’s advice never throve convent Viithout Tromazi’s 
conned’ 

'Peaces vain man!’ said the abbots 'and joUt xny 
brethren 

‘Nay, nay'* said the Abbot of Unieason, 'no speaking to 
the lay people until you have confened nith your brothei of 
the co^l 1 evrear bell, book, and candle &at not one of 
xny congregation shall listen to one word you have to say ^ so ^ 
you hod as Tpeli address yourself to me vrho 'aill ’ 

To escape a conference so ludicrous, the abbot again 
attempted an appeal to what le^ectful feelings might yet 
romam amongst the inhabitants of the halidome, once so 
devoted to then spiritual sup^ors Alas' the Abbot of 
Unreason had only to fiounsh his mock crosier, and tho whoop- 
ing, the hallooing, and the dancing weie renewed \iitb a 
vehemence which would have defied the lungs of Stentoi 
'And now, my mates,’ said the Abbot of Unreason, 'once 
agom dight yam gabs and be hushed , let ns see if the cock of 
Kennaquhan will fight or flee the pit ’ 

%eie was agam a dead sdenoe of expectation, of which 
rather Ambrose availed himself to address his antagonist^ 
seeing plainly that he could gam an audience on no other 
tonw 'Wietohed man I ’ said he, 'hast thou no better emplov- 
ment for % carnal wxt than to employ it in leading Siese 
blm^ud heljd^ creatures into the pit of utfcei darkn^sl’ 

Mother,’ replied Howleglae, ‘I can see little 
di^tence betvnxt your em^oyment and mme, save that you 
make a sermon of a jest and I make a jest of a sermon.’ 

“"'t <^0 abbot, ‘yrbo hast no bettei sub- 
ject of pleasantry ^ that which diould make thee tremble 
M Boundei j^ than thme ovm sms, end no bett«^^ 
^m^nghtor than those who can absolve thee from the gudt of 

my reverend brother,’ sard the rrrock abbot ‘what 

M ■8«««he «« 
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tnumplumt as St Anthony, m Callot^s Temptations, but 
Howleglas Trould not so resign his purpose 

* And how now, my masters ^ ’ said he , ‘ is this fair play or 
no? Have you not diosen me Abbot of Unreason, and is it 
lawful for any of you to listen to common sense to-day^ Was 
I not formally elected by you m solemn chapter, held m Ludae 
Marbm’s change-house, and will you now desert me, and give 
up your old pastime and pnvilege? Play out tlie play, and 
he that speaks the next word of sense oi reason, or bids us 
think or consider, or the like of that, which befits not the day, 
I will have him solemnly ducked lu the miU-dam * ’ 

The rabble, mutable as usual, huzzaed, the pipe and tabor 
struck up, the hobby-horse pranced, the hea^ roared, and 
even the repentant dragon began again to coil up his spues 
and piepare himself for fresh gambols But the abbot might 
have still overcome, by his eloquence and his entreaties, %e 
mahcions designs of the revellers^ had not Dame Magdalen 
Giieme given loose to the indignation which she had long 
suppress^. 

^ Scoffers,’ she said, ' and men of Belial — blasphemous heiutics 
lind truculent tyrants ^ 

*Your patience, my sister, I entreat and I command you!' 
said the abbot, 'let me do my duty disturb me not in mme 
office’ 


But Dame Magdalen contmued to thunder forth her threats 
in the name of popes and councils, and m the name of every 
samt from St Michael downward 


*My comrades^’ said the Abbot of Uxureason, 'this good 
dame hath not spoke a smgle word of reason, and thereui may 
esteem herself free from the law But what she spoke was 
meant for reason, and, therefor^ unless she confesses and 
avouclms all which she has said to be nonsense it idiall pass 
foi such, so far as to meur the penalty of our statutes There- 
fore, holy dame, pilgnm, or abbess, or whatever thou art, be 
mute with thy mummery or beware the miU-dam, We will 
have neither spmtual nor temporal scolds in our diocese of 
Unieason f ' 


As he sjrake thus, he extended his hand towards the old 
woman, while his followers diouted, ‘A doom — a doom * ’ and 
prei^ to Mwnd his purpose, when lo* it was suddenly 
f^tratrf Boland Gneme had witnessed with mdignation 
the insults ofiered to his old spmtual preceptor, hut yet had 
wit enough to reflect he could render him no assistance, but 
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M ^facn in tmnnlts nsc the ignoble csoixdf 
Mod are their motions, and their tongue<i are loud, 

And stones and brands in lattling ibnes fly. 

And all the mstio arms nhicli fury can supply — 

Tlten if some gra\e and pious man appear, 

Th^ hush their noise, and lend a listening oar 

Dpi DEN 'a Firgil 

A DttEADFUL shout of vongennco wm raised by the rcvellerfl, 
\^ho8e sport was thus so fearfully mtenupted, but, for an 
mstont^ the ^ant of weapons amongst the multitude, as well 
aa^the mdamed featuies and brandished ponuiid of Roland 
Gicome, kept them at bay, wdnle the abbot, honoi-strueh at 
the violence, imploied, with uplifted hands, paidon for blood- 
shed committed within the sanctuary ]!;lagdalcn Grcemc alone 
expiessed tnumpli m the blow her descendant liad dealt to the 
scoffei, tm\ed, howevei', with a wild and anxious expression of 
tcrroi for her giandson's safety ‘Let him ponsh,^&he said, 

‘ m his blasphemy — let him die on the holy pavement which he 
has insulted i ‘ 

But the rage of the multitude, the gnef of the abbot, the 
exultation of the enthusiastic hla^alen, were all mistimed and 
unnecessai j Howleglas, mortally wounded ashc was supposed 
to be, sprung alertly up from tlie floor, callmg aloud, ‘ A miracle 
— a miracle, my masters * as biave a miracle as evei was wrought 
m the kirk of Kennaquhair And I charge you, my masters, 
as your lawfully diosen abbot, that you touch no one without 
my command You, wolf and bcai, will guaill this piagmatic 
youth, but without hurtmg him And you, reverend brother, 
will, with youl comiadcs, withdraw to joui cells, foi oui 
conference has ended like all coufoiencea, leaving each of Ins 
own mind, as befoie, and if we flght, hotli you, and your 
brethren, and the kirk, will have the worst em't 'Wheiefore, 
pack up your pipes and begone ’ 
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to them both— 4^hcy kept out that madcap’s dagger as *aell as 
a Milan ooiblet coidd hare done ’ 

In fact^ the homodnren poninid of Roland Gncmc had 
lighted upon the stuffing of the fictitious paunclii vrhich the 
Abbot of Unreason ^ ore as a part of bis chaiactenstic dress, 
and it uas only the lorce of tlie blow ^hich bad prostrated that 
leveieud person on the ground foi a moment 

Satisfied in some degree by this man’s assurances, and com- 
pelled to give uay to suponor force, the Abbot Ambrosms 
letired from the church at the head of the monks> and left the 
court flee for the revellers to woik their uill But wild and 
wilful as these noters were, they accompanied the retreat of 
the religionists uith none of those shouts of contempt and 
dension uith which they liad at first bailed them The abbotfs 
discouxse bad affected some of them with remorse, others with 
shame, and all with a tinnsicnt degree of respect They 
remained silent until the last monk had disappeared thxougli 
the siderdooi which communicated with their dwelling-place, 
and even then it cost some exhortations on the part of Howleglos, 
some capiiolcs of the hobby-horse, and some wallops of tlie 
drtgon, to rouse once moie the rebuked spirit of revdiy 

'And hovr now, my masters V said tbe Abbot of Unreason, 
* and w hereforc look on me w ith such blank J.ick-a-Lent visages 7 
Will you lose your old pofstimo for an old wife’s tale of saints 
and puTgatory? ^hy, I thought you would have made all 
split long since Come, strike up, tabor and baip — strike up, 
fiddle and rebeck, dance and be meny to-day, and let care 
come to-monow * Beai and wolf, look to your prisoner, 
prance, hobby , biss, dragon, and halloo, hoys 'we grow older 
every moment we stand idle, and life is too diort to be spent 
in playing mumchance.’ 

This pithy exhortation was attended with the effect desired 
They fumigated the church with burnt wool and feathers in- 
stead of incense, put foul water mto the holy-water basins, and 
c^ehrated a parody on the church semee, the mock abbot 
omciiiting at the altar, th^ sung ludicrous and indecent 
paiodies to the tunes of church hjmns, thepr Molated what- 
ever vestmente or vessels belonging to the abb^ they could 
lay then hands upon, and, playing every freak which the 

1 suggest to then WTild capnee, at 

length they fdl to more lasting deeds of demolifaon, pulled 
down ^ d^troyed some carved wood-wmk, dashed out the 
pamted windows which had escaped former violence, and, m 
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tiR'ii ngoioimiieiliGh ar(<*rHi*iiipiurc dedicated toidoluti^, began 
to dcstio^\ nlhit otmimcKitH jet n^iiumod entire u])oii the tombs 
mul around the couiicos of the ]ii]hirs 

The spnit of doniohtion, Jike other tastes, lucicas^s bj in- 
dulgeuto fiom (hose b);htcr uttcinpls at miHchicf^ the inoro 
LuiiiuUiiouM jMiit of the meeting licgan to incdiUitc dcsliuution 
on a inoieexteiulerl mik* *Lt»f us hcaic it clown altogethcrj the 
old Clows’ iRWit/ Ijocmiiiu u gciiemi cij tixnong them^ *it hub 
pi'MCfl tin* J*oj>u luul Ills rooks tw long’', nnil uj) thej btnick a 
ballad winoh wiib then jiojnilnr among the lower classes 

*Tlic» raip, tiint mgi» fttU of jindc, 

IlfttUhliiHlcfr ns awi*r hng, 
for nlipn* the lilmd tin blind doth kid, 

Vo man el 1>%ith gun a mug 
IjiUp pnnc( Aiid king. 

Ho Icf] the niig 
Of all luiquit j 
Sing ]ia> tnx, tnin go tm, 
brirh>r the gnenuocK! tm* 

Tlic hmhop nth, lin conld not prcich 
For **iiortiiig with the la!>*t*:i , 

Till’ fiiMj fnnr IhIioxuI to Itecch 
1 or nwnioiri as In* iitsvrs , 
curate fits creed 
He I ould not mid, — 

SInmc fn* the ooinpanj > 
tSing In} tn\, tnra go m\, 
under the greenwood tree * * 

TJiundoniig out this chorus of n notable huntmg^ng, winch 
hnil been picsscd into the scnico of bonic polemical poet, the 
fuilowors of the Abbot of Uinciison were turning cxciy moment 
more tnnmltiious and goLtnig besond the maiingcmcnt eten of 
that retcrend pi elate him&cl^ when a knight lufiill amour, 
followed by two or tht^ mcn-at-amw, entcicd tbc clmich, 
and in a stem \oicc comiaandcd them to forbcai then iiotous 
nniminer} 

HiSMSorw.is up, but, if it had boon lowrcted, the oognimnco 
of the holU-bmKsh sufficiently distinguished Sir Hnlbeit Glen- 
diiuuiig, who, on his houiowaid load, was passing tlirougli the 
% dingo of Keniiaqulinii , and, mo\cd peihaps by anxiety for his 
btoihet's safety, had emme directly to the church on hcanng of 
the iiprORi 

• Wliat IS the meaning of this,* he wud, *inT masters! Are 
* Bee *Tha Falls that l?oto 11 
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ye Cihnstaaa men, and the ting’s subjects, and yet waste and 
destTOT chuioh and cbancel like ao many heatinensl 

All stood silent^ thoiigli donbtlcss there wero sev^ dis- 
appointed and surprised at receiving chiding instead oi thanks 

from BO zealous a Protestant . -l 

The dragon, indeed, did at length take upon him to he 
spokesman, and growled from the depth of his painted 
that they did but sweep Papery out of the church with the 
beswn of destraotion 

'mat* my fnends,’ replied Sii Halbert 61endinnm& ‘think 
you this mmmning and masquing has not more of Popeiy in it 
than have these stone walls? Take the lopio^ out of your 
fledi hefoie you speak of puiifymg stone walls abate ymir 
msolent license, which leads but to idle vanity and sinful 
excess , and know, that what you now practise is one of the 
piofane and unseemly sports mtroduced by the pnests of Romo 
themsolvo^ to mislead and to brutify the souls which fell into 
their net * 

‘ I^lorry come up— me you theie with yom bears?* muttered 
the dragon, with a draconic sullenness which was m good keep- 
ing with hib character , ‘ we had as good have been Romans still, 
if we aiB to have no freedom in our pastimes ' * 

' Dost thou leply to me so 1 * said Sir Halbert Glcndinumg , 

' 01 IS there any pastime m grovellmg on the ground there lake 
a gigantic kail-worm? Get out of thy panxtra case, or, by my 
kmghtho^, I will ticat you like the beast aud laptile you have 
made yourself ’ 

'Rostand reptile*’ retorted theofEended dragon sottmg 
aside your knighthood, I hold myself as well a bom man as 
tbysolf ’ 

The knight made no answer m words, but bestowed two 
such Idows with the butt of his lance on the petulant dragon, 
that, had not the hoops which constituted the nbs of the 
maclunc been pretty strong, they would haidly have saved 
those of the actor fiom being broken lu all haste the masquei 
crept out of lus disguise, unwiUing to abide a third bufTet fiom 
the lance of the enraged knight Aud wh& the ex-dra^qu 
stood on the jQoor of the ohmeh, he picsented to Hal^t 
Glendinmng the well-known countenance of Dan of the How let- 
hirst, an ancient comrade of his own, me fate bad raised him 
so high above the rank to which he was bom The down 
looked sulkily upon the knight, as if to upbraid him for his 
vidonco towards an old acquamtanoo, and GIendmmng*s own 
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gcxKi-imturc Jcpta'icbcd liim foi tho nolcncG ho Imd acted 
upon him 

*I did \(ioi)g to bfciiko thco, Daii/ ho said, ‘but in tinth I 
knew thco not thou uert e\ei a mad fellow Come to A vend 
Castle, <uid uc shall see hou my hauks fly’ 

‘And if we 8ho\> him not falcons that will mouut as 
monilj as lockcts,’ sdid tho Abbot of Uiiicasou, ‘1 would 
youi honoui laid as haid on my bones as you did on Iiib oven 
now ’ 

‘How now, sii knaso,’ said tlio knight^ ‘and wliat ha& 
bi ought you hithci V 

The abbot, lustdy nddmg himself of tho false nose which 
in} btiflcd his phj&ioguomy, and the supplemontaiy belly which 
made up his disguise, bUxA befoie his mostei in his leol char- 
acter of Adam Woodcock, the falconer of AvcncI 

‘How, vnrlct*’ said the knight, ‘hast thou dated to come 
here, and distuib the ^cl3 house my biothor was dwelling in 
‘And it was oi'cn for th<it season, ciuriug }Our honour’s 
pardon, that I came hitim , fot I Jicaid the couutiy was to he 
up to choose an Abbot of Umeasou, and “Sme,” thought J, “I 
that can sing, dance, leap Ixick wards orm a broadswoid, oud 
am 05 good a fool os evei sought piomotion, liare all chance of 
Otirrying tho office , and if I gam my election, 1 may stand his 
honour’s biother m some stctid, supposing things fall roughly 
out at the kuk of St J^Luy’s ” ’ 

‘Thou art but a cogging kuaNc,’ said Sii Halbert, ‘and w'cll 
I wot that love of ale and biaudy, besides tho humoui of not 
and fiolio, would diaw^ tlieo a mile, when love of my house 
would not bnug tbcc a jard But^ go to — cony thy zoistereis 
clBewhoro — to the alehouse if they list, and theie aio crowns 
to pay yoiu chaigcs, make out the day’s madness without 
doing more miscliicf, and be wise men to-monow , and heie- 
aficL learn to sene a good cause better than by acting like 
buflbons or iiiffians ' 

Obedient to his master’s mandate, the falconei was collect- 
ing hiB di&couiagcd follower^ and wluspenng into then eois — 

‘ Away, away — &ce is Latin fbr a caudle Hci er mind tho good 
knight’s Puritanism — ^wo will play tlio frolic out ovci a stand 
of double alo in Dome ATmtin tiie biewster’s ham-yard Draw 
off, Imip and tabor, bagpipe and drum, mum till you are out 
of the churdiyoid, then let tho welkin nng again, move on, 
wolf and boai — ^keep the hind legs till >ou crosb the knk-sti2e, 
and then show^ ^ouisolves beasts of mettle, wliat deni sent 
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him here to q)Oil oui holiday < But augei him not, my hearts ^ 
his lance is no goose-feather, as Dan’s iibs can tell ’ 

my sod/ said Don, *had it been anotbei than my 
nncieut comiade, 1 Mould have made my father’s old fox fly 
about hi8 ears ^ ’ 

'Hush ( — ^hush f man/ replied Adam Woodcock, 'not a \rotd 
that May, as you value the safety of your bones, ivliat, mau < 
MO must take a clmk as it passes, so it is not bestoircd in 
downright ill-will ’ 

'But I Mill take no such thing/ said Dan ol the Houlct- 
hirst, sullenly resistmg the efforts of Woodcock, who Mas drag- 
ging him out of the church , when, the quick military eye of 
Sn Halbert Glendimung detectmg Roland Grmme betMixt his 
tMo guards, the knight exclaimed, ‘So bo^ falconer — ^Wood- 
cock — knav^ htist thou brought my lady’s page m mme omu 
livery to assist at this hopeful level of tlune, Mnth. your moIvgs 
and bearsf Since you were at such mummings, you nught, if 
you would, have at least saved the credit of my household by 
diessiug him up as a jackanapes Bring him hithei, felloM s * ’ 
Adam Woodcock was too honest and downright to permit 
iSameto light upon the youth uhen it Mas undeserved *I 

swear,’ he said, ‘ by St Martin, of Bullions ^ 

‘And what hast thou to do with St Martin 1 ’ 

*Nay, little enough, sir, unless when he sends such rainy 
days that we cannot fly a haMk , but I say to youi worshipful 
knighthood that, as I am a true man-'^— 

* As you are a false vailet, had been the better obtestation ’ 
‘Nay, if your knighthood allows me not to spesk,’ said 
Adam, ‘I can hold my tongue, but the boy came uot hither 
by my bidding, for all that * 

‘Rit to gratify his own malapert pleasure, I wanant me,’ 
said Sit Halbert Glendmmng ‘Come bither, young gmngald, 
aud tell me Mhether you have yotn mistress’s hceuse to be 
so far absent from the castle^ or to dishonour my livery by 
mingling m such a May-game ^ 

‘Sir Halbert Glenmnning,’ answered Roland Gnme, with 
stcaaincsj I have obtained the penmssion, «r rather the com- 
mands, of your lady to dispose of my time bereaftei according 
to my OTO pleasure I have been a most unwilling spectator 
of this May-ganm, smcc it is yoiu pleasure so to call it, and I 
only wear jour Incry until I can obtam clothes wbioh bear no 
Buoli badge of servitude ’ 

'How am I to undeiBtand tins, yonng man 3’ said Sir 
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Halbcit Glondinning; ^Bpoak plainly, foi I am no readci of 
nddles That luy lady f.nouied thee, I know What hast 
thou done to dibobligo hoz, and occasion thy dismissal?’ 

* Nothing to speak of,* said Adam Woodcock, answeiing for 
the boj’’, *n foolish quanol "with me, ‘nliich uas moie foolishly 
told o^or again to my honomed lady, cost the poox boy his 
place Foi zn}' pnil^ I Mill say fiooly that I \^as wiong from 
beginning to end, except about the 'a ashing of the eyas’s meat 
There I stand to it that T Mas light * 

With that, the good-natuicd falconer lepeated to his master 
the Mholo histoxy of the squabble which had bi ought Boland 
Gimme into disgraco uith his mistress but in a manner so 
fa\ouiablD for the page that Sir Halbert conld not but suspect 
hiB gencious motive 

'Thou art a good-imtmed fellow,’ ho said, 'Adam Wood- 
cock ’ 

'A8e^Gz had falcon upon fist^’ said Adfim, 'and, for that 
mattoi, so lb Mastoi Boland , but^ being half a gentieman by 
his office^ his blood is soon up, and so is mine ’ 

'Well,’ said Sir Halbert, 'be it as it Mill, my lady has acted 
hobtih, foi this was no gicat matter of olTencc to discaid the 
lad MJioin sbe had tiaiued up foi years, but he, I doubt not, 
mode It worse by his pniting, it jumps well with a purpose, 
hoivm\ci, which 1 had in my mind Draw off these people, 
Woodcock, and jou, Bolaud Gimme, attend me* 

The page follow^ liim in silence into tlie abbot’s house, 
whci^ stepping mto the first apartment which he found open, 
ho commanded one of his attendants to let his biotber, hle^tci 
Edward Glendinuing, know that ho desired to speak with him 
The men-at-arms went gladly off to jom then comrade, Adam 
Woodcock, and the jolly ciew whom he hod assembled at Dame 
Martin’s, the hostloi’s wife, and the x>ago .and knight weie left 
alone m tho apaitmcut Sii Halheit Glendmmng paced the 
floor fox a moment in silence, aud then thus addressed Ins 
attendant 

'Thou mayest have lemaiked, stiipling, that 1 have but 
seldom distinguisjzed thee by much notice — I see tliy colour 
nscs, but do not speak till thou heaiest me out I say, I have 
novel much distinguished the^ not because I did not see that 
in thee which 1 might well have piaised, hut because I saw 
something hlameable, which such piaises might have made 
worse Thy nusUess, dcalmg accoiding to her pleasure m hm 
own household, as no one ha^ bottei reason oi titles had picked 
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thee fiom the icst, and treated thcc moie like a relation tlwii 
a domestic , and if thou didst sho'a some Tanily and petulance 
under such distinction, it weic injustice not to say that thou 
hast profited hoth in thy exorcises and in thy breeding, and 
hast shovna many spaikles of a gentle and manly spint More- 
over, it neie ungenerous, having bred thee up ficakish and 
fiery, to dismiss thee to want or naudciing for showing that 
veiy peevishness and unpaticnce of discipline winch arose fiom 
^y too delicate nurture Therefoic, and for the credit of my 
own household, I am determined to ictain thee in my train, 
until I can honourably dispose of thee elscwheie, with a fan 
pioqpect of thy going through the world with credit to the 
bouse that brought thee up ' 

If there was something m Sii Halbert Olendinning’s speech 
which fiatteied Boland’s pnde, thoie was also much that, ac- 
coidmg to his mode of Unnkuig, was an alloy to the oompli- 
ment And yet hzs oomcieiteo instaatl 3 ^ told him that he 
* ought to accept, with grateful defeiciice, the offei which was 
made him by the husband of his kind protectress, and his 
prudence however slendei, could not but admit he should enter 
tlfb world imdci very different auspices as a letamci of Sir 
Halbert Glendmumg, so famed foi wisdom, courage, and influ- 
ence, from those under which he might partake the wanderings, 
and become an agent in the visionary schemes — ^for such they 
appeared to him--^ Magdalen, his relative Still, a strong 
reluctance to le-ontei a semeo from which lie had been 
dismissed with contempt almost counteibalanccd these oon- 
BiderationB 

Su Halbcit looked on the youth with surpn&o, and icsumcd 
‘You seem to hesitate, young man Areyoui ownpiospccts 
so inviting that you should pause me you accept those which 
1 offer to you ? oi must I remind you that, although you have 
offended your benefactress, even to the point of her dismissing 
you, yet 1 am conviuccd, the knowledge that yon have gone 
unguided on youi own wild way, into a woild so distnihed as 
ouiB of Scotland, cannot, in the upsliot, but give hm sorrow 
and pain, fiom which it is, m gratitude, youisduiy to piescrve 
her, no less than it is m common wisdom youi duty to accept 
my offered protection, for your own sake, where body and soul 
are alike endangered should you lefuse it ’ 

Boland Gimme replied m a respectful tone, but at the same 
tune with some spirit, ‘1 am not ungrateful for such coun- 
tenance as has been afforded me by the Lord of Avenel, and 
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I Am glud to IcAiti) foi tlic iiTbt titnc^ tluit I Iiavc uot Imd tlio 
misfoituno to l>c utteily bcuc,itli lub obsci\atioU| os 1 bnd 
IhoAglit And it 18 only needful to slicn\ me hem I can tcstifj 
my duty and my gratitude touordb my caily and conbtant 
hcncfAoticbS witli my life’s hazoid, and I will gladly peiil it* 
lie stopped 

* These aic InitTiord^ joimg man,’ ansa cicd Glcndmmng, 
Mat go jirotestations are often used to supply tlic place of 
uircctuiil bcnMco I knoa nothing in which the pen! of Aoiir 
life &ui smve the Lad}* of Atcnel , 1 can only say, she aiU ho 
ploibcd to IcAin }ou hare odopt^ some course which ina}' 
oiiburc the safety of yoni jictbon and the weal of join: soul 
WImi ails you, that } on accept not tliat safety u hen it is ofieicd 
yoxiV 

*jMy only lelativc who is alnc^’ aubwerod Boland — 'at least 
the only Fclntl^G whom 1 have over seen, has rejoined me since 
I was dismissed fiom the Castle of A^oncl, and I must consult , 
with her wlictlici 1 <Mn adopt the lino to which you now c.ill 
me, 01 wrhctlicr hci lucieasnig infiimities, or the authonty 
whidi bho 18 entitled to Gverci&c oicr me, may not lequuo me 
to abide with hci ’ * 

'\Vlicio IS thib relation?* said Su Halbert Glendmmug 
'In this house,* answered the page 

' Go, then, and sock her out,’ said Hie Knight of Aveucl , 
'moie than meet it is tliat thou bhouldst ha^e her appiohatioii, 
yet worse tlian foolish would she show herself in denying it * 
Boland left the apaitment to seek for lus grandmothci, and 
as he rotieatcd the abbot entered 

The twobrothers met as biothexs who love each other fondly, 
yet meet itucly togetbex Such indeed was the case Their 
mutu.ll afTcotion attaelicd them to each other, hut in oiexy 
piusuity liabit, 01 sentiment councoted with the disooxds of tlie 
times the fnond and connsclloi of Miuray stood opposed to 
the Bomau Catholic pnest, noi, indeed, could they haic held 
veiy much society togcthei w ithout giving cause of oflcnce and 
buspioion to then confederates on each side Aftei a close 
embrace on the ^rt of both, and a wdoomo on that of the 
abbots Sii Halboit Glcudmnmg ciqiressGd his satisfaction that 
lie had come in time to appease the not raised by Howlcglas 
and Ins tnmultiions followers 

'And yet^’ he said, 'when I look on youi gannent^ brother 
Edward, I cannot hel}) thinking there still letnams on Abbot of 
Uuicaboix withm tlio bounds of the monasteiy ’ 
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‘And -whcicfore carp at my gaiments, brother Halboitl 
said the abbot, 'it is the Bpintiial armour of my <»lung, and, 
as such, beseems mo as Trell as breastplate and baldnc bocomo 

youi o\fcn bosom ’ , , ^ 

but there tveie small wisdom, mothmka, m puttmg on 
armour w'here we have no power to fight it is Imt a daugetous 
tomenty to defy the foe whom wre cannot resist * 

*Foi that, my brothei, no one can answer,’ said the abbot, 
'until the battle be fought, and, weie it even as you sa^, me- 
thmks a bravo man, though desperate of victory, would lather 
dcbiie to fight and fall than to resign sword and shield on some 
mean and dishonourable composition with his insultiDg antago- 
nist But let us not, dear Halbert, make discord of a theme 
on which we cannot agree, but rather stay and partake, though 
a lieiotio, of my admission feast You need not fear, my brothei, 
tlmt yom seal f oi restonng the pnmitive discipline of the church 
will, on this occasion, lie offended with the iich profusion of a 
conventual banquet Tlic dajrs of our old fnend Abbot Boni- 
face are over , and the supeiior of St Mary’s has neither foicstb 
nor fishings, woods nor pastures, nor cornfields , neither flocks 
nor heidi^ bucks nor wild-fowl, granaries of wheat nor store- 
houses of oil and wme^ of ale and of mead The refectionei^b 
office IS ended , and such a meal as a hermit m romance can 
offci to a wandermg knight is all we have to set before you 
But, if you will share it with ui^ we shall eat it with a cheerful 
heart, and thank you, my brother, foi your timely protection 
ngamst these rude scoffeis ’ 

‘ My dearest Edward,’ said the knight, ‘ it gneves me deeply 
I cannot abide with you, hut it would sound iH for us both 
weie one of the Reformed congregation to sit down at tout 
admission feast, and, if I can ever have the satisf^tion of 
affording you effectual protection, it will be much owing to my 
lemaimng unsuspected of countenancmg or approvmg join 
icligious ntes and coremomes It will demand whatever oon- 
bidcration I can acquire among my own friends to belter the 
bold man who, contrary to low and the edicts of parliament, 
has dared to take up the office of abbot of St Mary’s ’ 

"Trouble not yourself with the task, my brother,’ relied 
Fathoi Ambrosius ‘I would lay down my dearest blood to 
know that you defended the church for the church's sake , but, 
Aihile yofix remain unhappily lici enemy, I would not that you 
cudangcicd your own safety, oi dimiuislicd your own comforts^ 
for the sake of my individual piotectiou But who comes 
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hither to disturb the fovr imnutes of fiatcnial communication 
uhich oui evil fate allows mV 


The dooi of tiie ap^itmeut opened as the abbot spoke, and 
Dame Magdalen entered 

MYlio 18 this woman!’ said Sii Holboi't Glendinning; some- 
\7hat sternly, *and what does she want!’ 

‘ That you kiiow^ me not^’ said the matron, ' signifies little , I 
come by your own order, to give my free consent that tho stnp- 
hng, Boland Gimme, return to yom service , and, liaving said no, 
1 oumbei you no longer wnth my piesence Peace be w ith 3 on * ’ 
She turned to go away, but was stopped by the inguines of 
Su Halbeit Gleudinmng 

'Tnio aie you? — vrhat aie you? — and why do you not await 
to make me answei ? ’ 

‘I was,’ slio iGphed, * while 3et I bolonged to the wmld, a 
mahon of no vul^i name , now I nin Magdalen, a poor pil- 
gnmeit for the sake of H0I3* Kiik ’ 

*Yea,* said Sn Halbeit, ‘ait thou a Cathoho? I thought 
my dame said that Roland Gimme came of Befoimod kin ’ 

'His father,’ said the matiom, 'was a heietio, or lathei one 
who legaided neithei orthodoxy nor heiesy — ^neithei tlio tomplo 
of the chuioh oi of antiohnst 1, too — for tho sms of the times 
make sinneis — ^have seemed to coafoim to 3'our unhallowed 
ntes , but I had my dispensation and my absolution ’ 

'You see, biotliei,’ said Sii Halbeit, with a smile of meaning 
towaids tho abbot, 'that we accuse you not altogetliei without 


giounds of mental equivocation 

'My brothei, you do us mjustioc,’ lophed the abbot, 'this 
wotnaii, as her hoanug may of itself wairant 3'ou, is uot in hei 
perfect mmd Tlmnks, I must needs say, to the porbecution of 
your maiauding batons and of your latitudinawan oloigy 
'I will not dispute tho point,’ said Su Halbort, 'tho evils 
of the time aie unhappily so numerous that both chraohos moy 
dn ide thorn and have enow to spaie ’ So saymg, ho leaned 
fiom the window of the apartment and winded his bugle 

' Wily do you sound youi horn, my biothoi 1 ’ said the abbot , 
'we iiave spent but few minutes together ’ 

*Alas»’ said tlie cldei brother, ‘and even these few have 
been sullied by disagreement I sound tohois^ mybiotliei, 
the lathoi that, to aveit tho oonbequencca of tins day s rashnow 
on yom part roqmiea liasty efforts on mmo Dame, you wiu 
oblige mo by letting your young rdatno know that wo ^ount 
instantly I intend net that he shall letum to Aionol with 
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me , Jfc TTould lead to new quarrek bct^ixfc him and my house- 
hold , at leasts to taunts which his proud heart could ill biook^ 
and xny iMsh is to do him kindness He shallj therefore, go 
forward to Edmhoigh with one ot my retinae, whom I shall 
Bend back to say what has dianced here You seem, rejmced 
at thief ’ he added, dxmg iu& eyes keenly on Magdalen Granue, 
who returned his gaze with calm indifference 
* *I would rather/ she said, ‘that Roland, a pool and fnend- 
less orphan, weie the jest of the world at lai'ge than of the 
menials at Avenel/ 

^Fear not, dame, he shall he scorned neither/ answeied 
the knight 

* It may he/ she replied — ^ it may well he , but I will trust 
more to his own hearing than to your countenance ’ She left 
the room as she spoke 

The knight koked after her as she departed, hut turned 
instantly to his brother, and expressmg, in the most affectionate 
terms, his wishes for bis welfare and happmess, craved his leave 
to depart * My knaves,' he said, ' arc too busy at the ale-stand 
to leave tlieir revelry for the empty breath of a hugle-hom ’ 

• 'You have freed them from hi^er restraint. Halbert,’ 
answered the abbot, *and therein taught them to rebel asamst 
your own ’ 

V Edward,' evclatmed Halbert, who never gave 

niB brother his monastic name of Ambrosius , * none obey the 
conimand of real duty eo weD as those who are free from the 
observance of rIavirIi lv\Ti«iaE>a > 


^ depart, XFhen the ahhotsaid, ‘Let us 
^ brother here comes some light refreahmeut 
Lcaro not the house \irhioh I must now call mmc, till force B m e l 
me^m it, untd jou have at least broken bread with me^ 

, , P?™" “7 raother, the same who acted as porter now 

r2 f “T® «fres^ent and 

^ nook of the cellar' 

breh^ 'It ottt of the nook 
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'Tnio, my ic\oien<i wi/ uiid Sii Halbert, *and theieforo I 
oiitzcat my brotlioi and you to pledge me in a cup of tbib 
orthodox Miitage ’ 

The thin old portci looked t(ith a'ujshful donee tOTvatds 
the abbot ^ Do venzam/ baid his suponoi , and the old man 
HOiKcd, with a tiembluig hand, a be^emge to which he had been 
long inmccustomcd, dmmed the cup Mith protracted ddight^ 
•IS if dviclling on tho ilaToui and poifumo, and set it down with 
a melancholy smile and bliako of tho head, as if bidding adieu 
in futuio to such delicious potations Tlie brothcis smiled 
But when Sii Halbcit motioned to the abitot to take up his 
cup and do liim xcoson, the abbots m turn, diook his liead, and 
loplied, *This is no day foi tlie abbot of St Mazy’s to eat the 
fat and dnnk tho sweet In watci fiom Our Lady’s well,’ ho 
added, filling a cup with tho limpid element, 'I wish you, my 
biothci, all happiness, and, above all, a true sight of your 
spiritual oixors ’ 

'And to you, my beloved Edward,’ replied Glcudinmug^ ‘I 
wish the fice o\czcisc of your own fico icason, and the dischatge 
of more impoitant duties tlinn aic connected witli the idle name 
which }OU Im’vo so rashly assumed ’ • 

The biothers paitod with deep lemot, and yet each, confi- 
dent 111 his opinion, felt somewhat lelieved by tho absence of 
one whom he icspccted so much, and with whom he could 
Agree so little 

Soon aftciwazds tho sound of thoKiiight of Abend’s trumpets 
was hoard, and the abbot went to the top of a towoi, fiom 
w hoso dismantled battlements ho could soon see the horsemen 
ascending tho using giouud in the direction of the drawbiidgo 
As he ga/cd, Magdalen Giiemo came to his side 

‘Thou ait come,’ ho said, 'to catch the last ^impac of thy 
grandson, my sister Youdez ho wends, under the ohaigo of 
tho best kniglit in Scotland, his faith ovei excepted ’ 

'Thou caust bcni witness^ my father, that it was no wish 
either of mmo oi of Boland’s/ loplied tho znatioua 'which 
induced tho Knight of Avcncl, as ho is called, again to entertain 
my grandson in liis household Heaven, whidi confounds tlio 
wnse with their own wisdom, and tho wiokcd with their own 
policy, hath placed him wherc^ for the service of the ohurch, I 
would most wish him to he ’ 

'I know not what you mean, my sister/ said the abbot 
'Bevorend father,’ replied Magdalen, 'linst thou never heard 
that there aio spmits ^woifnl to lend the walls of a castle 
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asunder when once admitted, ^^hicli yet cannot entci the house 
unless they aic inyitcd, nay, dragged over the threshold?^ 
Twice hath Boland Greemo been thus drawn into the household 
of Avenel hy those who now hold the title Let tliem look to 
the issue ’ 

So saying, she left the tuiTCt, and the abbot, aftci pausing 
a moment on hm words, which he imputed to the unsettl^ 
state of her mind, follow^ down the winding staii to celehiatc 
Ins admission to his high office hy fast and prayci, instead of 
levelling and thanksgiving 

* See of Evil Spirits to enter a House viuuvitefL Xct^lS 
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Youth ] thon ucoi'st to manhood non 
Barker lip and darkei brou. 

Statelier step^ more pcnaive zaien, 

In tl^ fhee and are seen 

TJiou must non brook midnight natehcsi 

Take thy food and spoit by snatohes < 

For the gambol and the jert, 

Thou ncit nont to lore the best, 

Orator follies must tliou foUon, 

But as senseless, false, and hollon 

Life^ aTfiem 

Youkg Boland Gmme non trotted gaily forward lu tlio trdia 
of Sii Halbert Glendinuing Ho was lebeved fiom bis most 
galling appiohension — ^tho oncountci of the scorn and taunt 
which mi^t possibly lioil his immediate letiim to the Castle 
of AyoubI ^TheiewiU be a change eie they see me again/ 
he tliought to himself, '1 sliall wear the coat of plat^ instead 
of tho gieen jeikm, and the steel monon foi the bonnet and 
feathei They will be bold that may veiitme to bieak a gibe 
ou the man-atronns fbi tlie follies ci the page, and I tinst 
that, 010 we letum, 1 shall have done something moie worthy 
of note than hallooing a hound after a deei, oi Bcrombling a 
crag foi a kite’s nest ’ Ho could not, indeed, help marvellmg 
that his giandmotheij with all hei religious prejudices leaning, 
it would seem, to the other side, had consented so leodily to 
hiB re-entemig the seivice of the house of A^end, and yet 
mote at the mystenous joy with which she took leave of him 
at the abbey c 

‘ Hea\'en/ said the dam^ as she kissed hei young lelatiou, 
and bade him farewell, 'W'oiks its own woik, even by the hands 
of those of oui enemies who think themsdves tlie staougest 
and the wisest Thou, my child, be leady to act upon the call 
of thy leligion and countiy , and lemember, each eaithly bond 
which thou canst foim is, compared to the ties which bind thee 
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to UieiUf like the loose flax to the twibted cable Thou ha^t 
not forgot the face or foim of the dambcl Catheimo Seytoni ' 

Boland \\ould ha\o replied in the negative, but the MOid 
seemed to stick m his throaty and Magdalen contiuucd hci 
exhortations 

‘Thou must not foiget her, my son, and hcio I entrust 
thee Tath a token, \shich I tiust thou \silt speedily find an 
opportunity of dclnenug uitli caic and secrecy into her own 
hand’ 

She put heie mto Roland’s liand a very small packet, of 
which she again enjoined him to take the stnetest care, and to 
suifei it to be seen by no one save Catherine Scitozi, who, she 
again (very unnecessmily) lemmdcd him, w as tlie 3 oung maiden 
he had met on the piecming day She then bestowed 011 him 
hei solemn benediction, and bade God speed him 

Thoie was something in her mannei and hei conduct which 
implied mystery, but Boland Giocme was not of an ago 01 
temper to waste much time in endeavouring to deciphei her 
meaning All that was obviouB to his perception m the piescnt 
journey piomised pleasure and novelty He lejoiccd that ho 
wtJS travclhng towards Edmburgh, m order to assume the 
dhaiacter of a man, and lay aside that of a boy He was 
dchghted to think that he w ould have an oppoi tunity of rejoin- 
ing Catherine Sejton, whose bright eyes and lively manneiw 
had made so {a\ourahle au impicssion on his ims^iation, 
and, as an inexpencnced yet high-spirited youth, cutciing foi 
the first tune upon octn 0 life, hib heart bounded at the thought 
that he was about to see all those scenes of comtly splondoui 
and Avarlike adventures of which the followers 0! Su Halbcit 
used to boast on theu occasional visits to Avciicl, to the 
wonderment and envy of those who, like Boland, know^ couiiib 
and comps only by hearsay, and were condemned to the solitary 
sports and almost monastiG seclusion of Avenel, surrounded 1 ^ 
its londy lake, and embosomed among its jpatblc&s mountains 
*Th(^ shall mention my name,’ he said to himself, ‘if the iisk 
of my hfe can purcha^ me opportunities of distinction, and 
Cathenne Seyton’s saucy eye shall lest with more respect on 
the distinguished soldiei than that with which she laughed to 
scorn the raw and ineicpenenced page’ There was wantntg 
but one accessary to complete the hense of rapturous excitation, 
and he possessed it by being once moie mounted 011 the back 
of a fiery and active horse, instead of plodding along on foot, 
as luid been the case during the preceding da3 s 
XI 10 
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Impelled by fJie Inelmess of lim own spuit&j iilitch so mauy 
cjiciimstanccb tended natnrally to c\alt^ llolaud Gnemo’s voice 
andlus Jaugiitei i\cic soon distinguished amid the tiamphng 
of the hoi-scb of the ictiiiuc, and moie tlion once attiactcd Gic 
attention of then loadoi; mIio lemaiked Mith batisfaction that 
the youth icphed luth good-humoined lailleiy to such of tlie 
tiaiu ns jested njth him on his dismissal and letum to the 
bciiico of the house of Avcucl 

'1 thought the holly^bianch in youi bonnet had been 
blighted, Mnstoi Roland V said one of the meu^t^ims 

^ Only pinched m itli lialf an lioui ’s h Obt , you sec it £oiU!ishcs 
as giccu as oicr ’ 

* It IS too gM\o a plant to ilouii&h on so hot a soil as that 
head-picco of tlune, ]^L^8tcl Roland Gia!Uie,'iotoited the othei, 
mIid nas lui old cqncny of Sir Halbert Gleudmmug 

‘If it Mill not llouiish alone,’ said Roland, ‘I Mill mm it 
Mith the lamd and tlio myitle, and 1 Mill cany them so neai 
tho sky that it shall make amends foi then stinted groMth ’ 
Thus speaking, ho dashed his spuis mto his hoise’s sidcB^ 
.uid, checking Inm .it tlic same time, compelled him to execute 
a lofty caracole Sii Halbeit Gleudmuiug looked at tho*do- 
mcanoui of lus new attendant uith that sorb of melancholy 
pleasure witli uhith those uho have long folloued the pursuits 
of life, and arc sensible of then lonity, legard the gay, young, 
and buoyant spints to Mhom existence as yet is only hope 
and promise 

In tho mcanuhilc, Adam 'Woodcock, tho falconei, stiipped 
of hiB masqiung habit> and attued, accoiding to his lauk and 
Rillmg, m a gioeu jeikui, ivitli a hacking-bag on the one side 
and a shoit haiigei on the other, a gloie on his left hand uhidi 
leached half-uay up his aim, aud a bonnet and fcathci upon 
hiB head, came aftoi the poitj as f.xst as his actne little 
Galloway nag could Uot, and immediately eutozed into policy 
Mitli Roland Gnome 

*So, mj’' youngstei, jou oie once mono undoi shadow of tho 
holly-branch ? ’ 

' Aud in casGtto icpay j ou, my good fiiend/ ausw eicd Roland, 

‘ 3 ouz ten groats of silver ’ 

'"Uliich, but auhoui since,’ Stiid the folcouci, *} ou had neoiiy 
paid nie with teu inches of bteel On in^ faith, it is ■wiitten 
m the book of oui destmy tliot I must biook yom dagger, 

after all ’ xt, , t 

‘ Nay, speak not of that, my good friend, ’ said the youth, 1 
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\?oald ratbci have broached my own bosom than yours , but 
who could have kumMi you m the mumming dress you word ' 
‘Yes,’ the fnlcoiier icsumed, for both as a poet and actor 
he had Ins own professional share of sclf-conccif^ ‘I think I \^as 
as good an Howleglas as ever pla} ed part at a Shrovetide revelnr, 
and not a much worse Abbot of Unreason I defy the Old 
Enemy to untnasquo mo when I choose to keep my vizard on. 
^Vhat the devil brought the knight on us before wc had the 
game outl You would have heard me halloo mv own new 
^Bad with a voice should have reached to Berwick Bui 1 
pray you, iUastei Roland, he less free of cold steel on hlight 
occasions ; smee, but for the stuffing of my rcscrend doublet, I 
liad only left the kirk to take my place m the kirkyard ’ 
‘Nay^spaie me that feud,Wid Roland Giremc, ‘wc shall 
have no tune to fight it out , for, by our lord’s command, I am 
Ixiund foi Edmburgh ’ 

‘Iknow it,’ said Adam Woodcock, ‘and esen thcicforc wo 
shall have time to solder up this rent by the way, for Sir Halbert 
has appomted me your compamon and gmdc ’ 

‘Ay 7 and with what purpose^’ said the pagc- 
■* ‘Thal^’ said the falconer, ‘is a question I cannot answer: 
but I know that, be the food of the eyases washed or unwashed, 
and, indeed, whatever becomes of perch and mew, I am to go 
with you to Edinburg, and sec you safely delivered to the 
R^ent at Holyrood * 

‘How, to the Regent 1’ said Roland, m suTpnse 
‘ Ay, by my faith, to the Regent,’ replied Woodcock I pro- 
mise jou that, if jou axe not to enter hia service^ at lea 2 »t vou 
aic to wait upon him m the effiaraeter of a retainer of our 
Kmght of Avcncl ’ 

‘I know no Tight, said the ycaith, ‘which the Knight of 
Avcnel hath to transfer my bcmcc, supposing that I owe it to 
himself ’ 


‘Hush— hush said the falconei , ‘that is a question I 
advise no one to stir m until ho has the mountain or the lake, 
01 the march of another kmgdom, which better than eithei, 
oetWKt him and his feudal supenor ’ 

‘ But Stt Halbert Glcnduming,’ said the youth, ‘ is not mv 
feudal supeiior , noi lias he aught of authontj 

2^“*' tongue,’ ansuered Adam 
noodoock, my lords displeasure, if you provoke it vill be 
^otse to appeitte than my lady's The touch of his least finjier 
were heavier than her hardest Wow And, by my faith, he is 
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a mau of steely as tiuo and as purSi but as hold and as pitiless 
You remember the Cock of (^ppoilaw, '\sbom ho hanged over 
liib gate for a mere mistake — a poor yoke of oten taken in 
ScotLxudj when ho thouglit he uas taking them m liki glisk land f 
I loved ihe Cock of Capperlats , the Kerrs had not an houostci 
man in then clan, and thoy have had men that might have been 
a pattern to the Boidci — men that would not have lifted undci 
tiventy cows at once, and would have held tliombelYcs dib* 
Iionouicd if they liad taken a diift of sheep oi tlie like, but 
always managed then iiuds m full oicdit and Jiououi But soe, 
lub worship halts, and we aie dose by the bndgo Bide up— 
lido up, uo must have his last lustiaotions ’ 

It u as as Adam Woodcook said In Uie hollow w ay descend- 
nig towards the bridge, which was still in the guaidumship of 
Pctci Bndgo-Ward, as ho was called, though ho was now very 
old, Sn Halbert Glondinnmg halted his ictiuue^ and beckoned 
to Woodcock and Gimme to advance to the head of the tiaiu 
^Woodcock,’ said ho, ^thou knowest to whom thou azt to 
conduct this 3'outli thou, young man, obo} disci cotly and 
with diligcnco the oidois that shall bo given tlicc Cmb thy 
vain and pcovibh tempei Be just, tnie^ and faithful, aim 
there 18 in thee that which may laiso thco many a degree above 
tiiy piesont station Neither sholt thon — always supposing 
thine i^oits to bo fan and honest — ^want the piotectiou and 
countenance of Aveud ’ 

Leaving them in fiout of tiio bndgo, the contio towm of 
which now began to cast a piolongcd shade upon the nvoi, the 
Knight of Aveud turned to the left, without ciossmg the iivci, 
and puisucd his way tow aids the cham of lulls within whobo 
iccesses are situated Hie Lake and Castle of Avcucl There 
icmamod behind, the foloonci, Boland Gnome, and a domestic 
of the knight, of infonoi lunk, who ivos left with them to look 
oftci thc&r liorses while 011 the load, to cany tliou baggage, and 
to attend to tlieii couvouicnco 

So soon as Hie moie numerous body of iidcrb liad tumod oiT 
to pursuo thou journey w'ostwaid, those whoso route lay acioss 
the nvci, and was diiected towaids the north, summoned the 
bndge-wazd, and demanded a free passage 

•I will nob lowDi Hic bndgo/ answered Pctei, m a ^oico 
querulous with age and iH-hiunour 'Como Papist, come 
Fiotestont, ye oie all the same Tlic Papists tliioatcned ns 
with pmgatoi3% and llccohcd iib wiHi paidous , the Piotestant 
mints at us wi^ the bwoid, aud cuittlcs ub with the liberty of 
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conscioncc ; “but nc% cr a one of either Bays, “ Peter, there is your 
penny I am vrcll tued of all this, mid for no man shall the 
badge fall that pays me not ready money , and I '^\onId htiTC 
3*011 kno^f I care os little for Geneva as foi Borne, as little foi 
homilies as for pardons , and the silver pennies aic tlic only 
passports I wnll hear of * 

‘Heio IS a proper did chuff** said Woodcock to his com- 
panion^ then raising his toio<^ he evclaimed, ^Haik thee, dog 
— hndge-'nard — Mlkin, dost thou think have icfnscd th\* 
names&e Peter’s pence to Borne, to pa3' tlunc at the badge of 
Kcnnaquhair ? thy badge do\ai instantly to the follow ers 
of the house of Avencl, or by the hand of my father, and tlrnt 
handled many a bndlo rein, foi he was a bluff Yorkshircman 
— I say, by my fathei^s han^ our knight will blow thee out of 
thy sdlau-goose’B nest there in the middle of the natcr, with the 
lightfalconct which wo arc bringing southward fiom Edinbnigli 
to-morrow* 

The hndg&ward licaid, and muttered, * A plague on falcon 
and falconet, on cannon and dcmi-cannon, and all the barking 
bull-dogs whom the}- halloo against stone and hmo in these oui 
dkys * It r^as a meny time when theie was little besides handy - 
blows, and it may be a flight of arrows that harmed an ashici 
wall 08 little as so many hailstones But we must jouk and 
let the jaw gang by’ Comforting himself in his stiite of 
dimimshed consequence with tins pith}- old pioverb, Petci 
Bndge-Ward lowered the drawbridge, and permitted them to 
pass ovei At the sight of lus white hair, albeit it discovert 
a visage equally peoAish through age and misfortune, Boland 
was mclmcd to give huu an alms, but Adam Woodcock pre- 
vented him 'E’en let him pay the penalty of his former 
chuilishness and greed, *ho said, ‘thewolf, when he haslost his 
teeth, should be tieated no bettei than a cur * 

Leaving the biidge-watd to lament the alteration of times, 
whioh sent dominccnng soldiers aad feudal retainers to his 
place of passage, instead of peaceful pilgnms, and leduccd him 
to beanno tlie oppressed, mstead of pla3ing the extortioner, the 
travellers turned them northwaid, and Ad^n Woodcock, well 
acquainted with that part of the country, proposed to out shoit 
a crasiderablc portion of the road by traversing the little vale 
of (riendcaig, so famous foi the adventures which befell therein 
d^ng the earlier part of the Benedictine’s Alanuscnpt With 
these, and with the thousand commentane^ representations 
and misrepresentations to which they had given nse,. Boland 
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Ojwino of cotiisc, ucll ncqiwinlcMl ^ foi iii the Cnstlo of 
A^eiiol, well ns ui othci giciit Gstahltblimcnts, the iiinmtc^ 
talked of nothing so often, 02 witli plcnsuze, ns of the 
piJMitn nflniib of then loixl iiiid Ind}’ Hut wlnlo Itolniid was 
MCwiMg wiLli intciGSt these liaiiiitod scenes, m whicli tJimgs 
weicsiiid to h.i\o pissed hejond the oidmaij laws of natiuc, 
Adnm \\oodcook wns still legrcttiiig zii ins sccict soul the 
unfinished icvcl and the unsung Lnllnd, mid kept oxciy now'* 
iind fhon bn^nking out with sonic such xcrscs ns these 

'The fiiari nl Fnil diank hcn 3 *lirown ale, 

Tlic lipst that o'er was tasted , 

1 ha luonk^ of ^itelrosa mndo gndo kalo 
On T] 1(1*13^ Mhen thoy fasted 
SL ^lonaiico* aister, 

TIw gnu pnest kist Iioiv- 
l*icna a*i%o the ponqianj ' 

Sing ha} tn\, tnin go tn\, 
under the greenwood tree 

'B} my hand, fiicnd Woodcock/ said the page, ‘though I 
know }rm foi n Jmitly Uospcllci, tlint fcai ncithci saint 1101 
cIcmI, if 1 wotc xou, I would not sing }om piofnno songs 
m this Mil]c\ of (Tlondcnig, considciing what has liap|)cncd heio 
bcfoic oui time ’ l 

‘A htmw foi }oiii waiidciing spiiits ' ^}d Adam Wood- 
cock, ‘I niiiid them no 111010 than an cti-^nicsfoi a stnng 
of wild geese, tlic} haic all fled spice t/o pulpits w 01c filled 
with honest men, and the iXKipIc's eu^s with sound dootiinc 
Nay, I has c ii touch a't them in my luilUd, an I liad but liad 
the good luck to lui\c snug it to oud and again he set ofl in 
the same key 

'Fiom hamitrd *ipnng and grassy itiig 
\ Troop goblin, elf, and fair} , 

^ , ' And the Kclpio uiusL (lit from tho block bog pit, 

And the blow 1110 must not tan} , 

To liinlio liiko 
Their na} the} take, 

M itii ^leo the pith to floe 
Sing ha} tii'c, trim gu tii\, 

* tJudci the gieenwood tico * 

I think/ he added, ‘that, could Sii Halbeit’s patience liaxo 
stictolicd till we came that length, he would have had a henity 
laugh, and tliat is what he soldom onjO}S * 

‘ Tf it be all tiuo that men tell of his caily life,* said Roland, 

* ho lids less iiglit to laugh at goblins than most men * 



TIIE AinSOT 


151 


‘A}, tf it be all true,* ausweicd Adam Woodcock ^ 'but irho 
can ensure us of that? Moreover, tbe&e ivcre but talcs the 
monks used to gull us simple laymen 'vs itlial , they knew that 
fames and hobgoblins brought avc^ and ixiteruosters into repute , 
but now wc have given up worship of images in u ood and *:tonc, 
mctlunks it ncio no tune to be afraid of bubbles in ibc uatei or 
shado\ss m tbc air* 

‘Ho>\cver,* said Soland Gncmc, 'as the Catliohcs sai* they 
do not worship wood or stone, but only as emhlcms of the lioly 

samts, and not as thmgs holy in themsehes * 

‘Pshaw* pshaw *’ answeied the falconer, *a rush foi then 
prating TJi^ told us anothei storj" when these baptized idols 
of theirs biougbt pike-staves and sandalled shoon from all the 
four winds, and whillied the old women out of theu com and 
their candle^nds, and their buttci, bacon, wool, and cheese, and 
when not so much as n giey gioat escape tithing ’ 

Roland Qncme had been long taught, by nc^sity, to con- 
sidei his form of religion as a profound secret, and to sar 
nothing whatevei m its defence when assailed, lest he should 
diaw on himself the suspicion of belonging to the unpopulai 
and exploded church He therefore suffered Adam Woodcock 
to tnunaph inthout farthci opposition, nmrvelhng m his own 
mind whether any of the goblins, formeily such active agents, 
would avenge his rude railleiy before they left the vallej of 
Wcndeaig But no such consequences followed They pa^cd 

““d the dflv 

lesumed theur route to Edinburgh 
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AW htil iii\ juSv's *(nrcr», 

\\ J in' <^n » 'v‘i 1 Mil a 1 10 nr» V< *Wl, 

li » 4h 

lii T\* 

*Tin^ tiu'n IS IjrlMl*iirirh''' *‘«ti tlio \rtiUb *'• tbo leiicyw- 
truillo ' x*n\t I It oiH Ilf tilt* liiijbis to tlv 
o'vnntimlf^J a Miv uf ibo jr'V'i* U'irtbpnt ciptt-'l — *th i«5 tbit 
IMiiihutvh <«f 2i li iw inl ninth > 

* r\< n *-o, «■ uit thi' f ilcuMiT ^ xotuicr s; ui<is AuM rc^*«*ic . 

non m*\ '•jo the hot or c\tr h«r .it twcntv tni*Ck^ 

disfnn(\\ «*» the sr**"' hivk hinir^ o\ct i iihhnp \\ voun^ trill 
ihuks, at.to.rhr thi iu irt of ,i»iii cih tlin'*> 

tint slir* is felt fm« the trije <^f S»hi ii to I>upci.i‘lm 
He wl Sj \ ^omitM is the o^ i ('iMle iiul w to the nirht. nn 
><m rising «;omiiii 2 tint n the of Crvcsuillir. vhioh I 

line kiioun i nu rrv |i1n<e m tm time ' 

•Wisi; no: tlK*ne/s:ud thc*pig» lu *1 low %0’co, ‘tint the 
Queen held her court ?* 

* A% ‘n/ iv]»1uh 1 tlic fiilcnwier — * Queen she was then though 
30M mint not eill her so non Well, Ihev nnv say nlnt tliey 
will— ram\ a true heirt lull be s. d for M.iir stinrt, ecn if all 
ho true men su of litr for look you, !M nior Ro^'micS, she wn 
the loKlie-l cri iture to look ti|K>n that I e^cr mu uithoiv. 
Hid no 1 id\ lu the 1 lud liked Issttcr the f ur fiurht of i falcon. 

1 MAS at the trreat match on Roslin Moor betwiat Bothwell — 
he M ».> a hkick sj.^ht to her that Botlmcll — and the Rnon of 
Roslin, who tould Jiid;rc ft Ipnk & l^i^rlit ns well as \ny man in 
f^t'olhnd a hurt of Rhenish and a nn" of gold was the wager 
and it V IS lion 11 as f iirlv* for as over nas iJd gold and bright 
wine And to tec her tiiere on her w Into palfrey, tint ^ow as 
if It sconiCvi to touch more thin the heather blossom ind to 
hen heraoice, as cltfir and sweet as the mans s whistle mix 
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auumg <nir jolly vhoopmg and \rlHstlmgj and to mark all tlie 
nobles dahhing round hcr—bappiest lie Vho got a void or a 
look— tcaimg through moss and hag, and Tcntunng neck and 
Innh to the praise of a bold ndcr, and the bimk of a bom^ 
quecn!s hnght eye * She ■will see little banking ’^hete die lies 
now, ay, ay, norap and pleasure pass anay as speedily aa the 
Trap of afalcon’s 

‘And iirhere is this poor queen now confinedi’ said Boland 
Gneioc, interested in the fate of a woman ahose beauty and 
grace had made so strong an impressiOQ eren on the blunt and 
careless character of Adam Woodcock 

‘Wlieieisshe now impnsoncdl' said honest Adam, *nhy, 
m some co&tlc m the north, they say 1 know not where, to 
my part, nor is it worth while to vdone^s self auent what cannot 
1)0 mended An she had guided her power well whilst die 
had It she had not come to so enl a pass Men say she must 
resign her crown to this little baby of a pnnee, to that th^ 
w ill trust her with it no longer Our nuister has been busy 
IIS his neighbours m all this srotk If the Queen should come 
to her own again, Avencl Castle is like to smoke to ik unless 
hc»makcs his bargain all the better ’ 

‘ In a castle in the north Queen hlarv is confined f ’ said the 
page 

‘my, ay^hoy say so, at least In a castle beyraid that 
nver uhioh comes douu yonder, and looks him a rivet 
l*«t It IS a bmneh of the sea, and as bitter as brme ’ ' 

ni«r.t all her subjects,' said the pa<fe, sath etma 

cmotira, K there none that trill adventure Sythmg toher 
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of them eku m£h hm ^ ^ 

Mic mu^t he, tin Heaven sMd W ru' ^ 

WS the mmugemeut of all ^ ^ 

J»te apa,^ he knoas her too 2ll Tl ^ 

now iMuud for Hohioofl nt,^ ^ are 

of cmirtien, to A neirs 

«»'» MHigh. as, the Scots sav^ w^® ““dkeep a 

heep your own And if jon‘ha^ to W ““ ® 

^ nap to loam any news you hk^ 
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left]) not tip ft«* if xoii’wcrr to put on Arntnin direct in the cmsc 
Oiu nifl Ml A\nrgalo Mi;ih--nnf] he Kim h com t cntlloMell — 
that if \ini arc tohl otti hiiif; (*oiil is come nine apiin, }oii 
hlioiiM mm It of] Mitli, ** Aiul u he, ni tnitli 7 I licanl not of it,” 
nnd Khniihl hcim no iiifiio inotrd lli.iii if one told ^mi, hr \ta\ 
of nmolt^, that rihl Knn; tjiml \mih rlcad mid bmicd AVhorc* 
fore, lf>ok well to \oui hciiinir, Afnsler HoluicI, for J piomise 
\on, \oii coiiio niiion^ a ^cncmtinn that mo Keen asnllung]^ 
tiiuK* And nr\ei be fhi!r<rei nut of hhiMth nt c%oi\ nn ivord 
^\ou hem sfioKon , foi %<)ii niH tind ns hot hhdes lissom self, 
and then viil la, letting of blood without ndsice uithei of lecrh 
oi aliii.macK ' 

M'oii bhill s(*o hnn Mud I will lie, aiul hmi cftutionN nnj 
good fiteiid,* Mid (ii.ciiic, Mmt, blcs'^cd Luh, what goodl^ 
IioiiM* IS that which is hing all in nuns «>o to the cits 7 
IfaSG thes been plasing at tbc Abbot of Unieft*>on heie, and 
ended tbegmnlail b\* biiining tbo cburcb7' 

‘Theic iigiiu now/ lephcd liis cciuipinion, 'sou go dossn 
tliowind liken wihl ImgErm], tint minds ncithci lure nor IiclK 
that IS A quest ion sou sliould 1ms c asked in ns low ii tone ns J 
hbidl answei it * • 

' ff I st IS beie long, Mid Rolniid CiKi*ine, 'it is like I sb.d] 
lose the iiatiind me of ins sdicc but ssbat me the niiiis then 7’ 

*n'bo Knk of 1 leld,' s-nd the fnloonoi, in n low and iin- 
lucssisc wbis]M!, Iftjing nt tbo same tune Ills finger on his lip^ 
'nsk no moic about it somcInKls got fend jikis. and vonielxxly 
got the blame of it , and tbo g.imo began there which pcrlmps 
inns not be pinsod nut in oui time Pool Homy Dainics < to 
Imanass, lie iimlcxit4Hxl homowli.it of ii Imwki but tlios hont 
biin on the ssing through tbeau himself one bnght moonlight 
night ' 

The memni^ of this (atastmpho was so recent that the ]).igc 
Ascrtisl his o}cs ssitli lionY)i fiom the saitlicd itiins in winch 
it had mkcii place , and the Acciisntionb against the Queen, to 
winch it liiid giscn use, came oser bis xiiiiid ssith such strength 
ns to Inlnnce the coinpAssinn ho had bcgiiii to out crimii foi hei 
piescnt foiloiii ■rtiiation 

It was indeed, with Ihat agitating Mate of nimdsshichnnscs 
imi tl} fiom honoi but iiioio fioin .uimoiih intcicst and curiosits, 
timtjonng Oracme found bim&clf ictualls* Imscrsiiig tbo *:cena 
of those tiomcndoiih esents the lepoitof which had dibtuibcd 
the mobt distant hobtudes in Scotlnnd, like tlio echoes of distant 
thuudci lolling among the mountains 
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‘Novr/ ho thought — *uow or nevei filudl I hocoDie u man, 
and bear my part in those deeds v^hich. the simple inhabitants 
of our hamlots repeat to each othei as if they uere inought by 
beings of a supeiioi order to their I Mill know noM 

Mhcrefoie the Knight of Avend comes his mest so much above 
those of tho neighbounug baionoge, and how it i& tliat men, 
by valanr and Misdom, Mork their May fiom the hodden-grey 
coat to the cloak of scailet and gold Men say I have not 
much Misdom to recommend me, and if that bo true, courage 
must do it, foi I will be a man amongst Ining men, oi a dead 
corpse amongst the dead * 

From these di earns of ambition he turned his thoughts to 
those of pleasuie, and began to form many conjectures when 
and where he should see Cathenne Scyton, and m what monnci 
then acquaintance m as to be reueued With such conjectures 
ho was amusing himself, when he found that they liad entered 
the city, and all other feehngs were suspended m tho sensation 
of giddy astonishment with which an inhabitant of the country 
is affected when, for the first tunc, ho finds himself m the 
sheets of a large and populous city, an unit m the midst of 
thousands 


The principal street of Edinbmgh was then, as now, one of 
the most spacious m Europe The extreme height of the 
liouBes, and the variety of Gothic gables, and battlements, and 
balcomes, by which the sky-line on each side was crowned and 
termmated, togethei Mith the width of the street itself, might 
hove stiuck with surpnse a more practised eye than that of 
young Gneme Tire population, close packed wrthm the walls 
of the city, and at tnis time increased by the number of the 
lords of tho Krug’s party who had thronged to Edmburgh to 
wait upon tho Regent Murray, absolutely swarmed like bees 
on the wide and stately stieot Instead of the shop-wmdowB, 
which are now calculated for the display of goods, the traders 
thw open booths piojectmg on the street, m whidh, as in 
the fashion of the modern bazars, all was ctposed whidr thw 
Jiad upon sale And tliough the commodities were not of the 
nchost kmds, yet Gnome tliought he beheld ffce wealth of the 
whole world in tho various bales of Flanders cloths and the 
specimons of topestry; and at other places the display of 
d^Dstic i^nsik and pieces of plate struck him with wonW 
i ho sight of cutlers; booths, furmshed with swords and pomatda 
Which were manufactured m Scotland, and with meces of 
dtfonsivo i^ioui, imported fiom Flanders, added to hia sur* 
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pnsc, and at oveiystcp ho fonnd hO znncli to admire and to 
gaze upon that Adam Woodcock hod no little difficulty in pie- 
railing on him to adranco throng such a scono of enchant- 
ment 

The sight of the ciouds \7h1ch filled the streets rras equally 
a subject of 'woudei Hoie a gay lady, in her muffier, or silken 
veil, tiaced her uay delicately, a gontlcman-usher making way 
foi her, a page hcanng up hci tnun, and a uaitiiig gentlewoman 
canning her Bible, thus intimating that hci purpose was 
tow aids the church Theio he might see a gionp of citireus 
bending the same way, witli then idiort Flemish cloaks^ wide 
tiowser^ and high-capcd doublets — a fashion to which, os well 
as to then bonnet and fcathei, the Scots were long faithful 
Then, again, came the clergyman himsolf, m his black Goneya 
doak and band, lending a grarc and attmtiro cai to the dis- 
course of screial persons who accompanied him, and who wcio 
doubtless holding senous conrerse on the idigious subject he 
was about to treat of Nor did there lack passengeis of a 
difTeient doss and appearance 

At crciy turn, Inland Grtcmc might see a gallant niific 
along in the newei 01 Fiencli mode, his doublet slashed, 5 iid 
his points of the same coloms with the limug, his long sword 
on one Bide^ and his poniaid on the other, bdiiud him a body 
of stout Bcning-men, pioportumcd to Ins estate and quality, 
nil of whom walked with the aii of mxlitaiy ictaincrs, and 
were armed with swoid and buckler, the latter being a small 
round shield, not unlike the Highland taigct, liaMiig a steel 
spike ui the centic Two of tlicso patios, each headed 
by a person of importance, chnneed to meet in the ^Gly 
centre of the sticet, 01, as it was called, *tlio ciowu of the 
causeway’ — a post of honoui as tonacioufily asscitod in Scotland 
as that of giving or taking the wall used to he in the moic 
southern pait of the island The two leaders being of equal 
rank, and, most probably, cithci animated by political dislike 
01 by recollection of some fbudnl ouimty, maixilicd dose up to 
each other, without yielding an inch to the right or the left 
and ncithci shewing the least putposo of giving way, they 
stopped for an instant, and then diew their swoids Their 
follow eis imitated their example, about a scoic of weapons at 
once finsbed m the sun, and thcic was an immediate clatter of 
swords and bucklcis, while the followers on either side cned 
their master's name the one dionting, ^ Help, a Leslie ^ — a 
Lcdie 1 ’ while the others answered with shoute of ' Scyton > — 
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Soytoii t ith tho additumal pfumung ^ Sot ou-*Mt on ; 
beai tlio kiuvcs to the ^und ^ * 

If tko falconer fauna difficulty m getting tlic page to go 
forwaid befoie^ it ^as now perfectly impossible He lemcd up 
bs hoisC} clapped his knd^ and, delighted vnib the fray, 
oned and shouted as fast os any of those who weie actually 
engaged m it 

1 $e noise and ones thus arising on the Highgatc, as it was 
callod, drew mto the quanel tiro or tiuee othei parties of 
gentlemen and then serrouts, besides some sm^o passengers, 
whe^ hearing a buy betwat tliese two distinguished nanu^ 
took port m it, either for love or hatred 

The combat become now veiy shmp, and altoigh the 
swoid'and'lmoklcr men made more datler and noise than thoy 
did ical damage, yet «n end good cuts were dealt among them, 
and those who woie tapms-^a moio formidable wcapmi than 
the orduuiy Soottish sword — gaie and reoerved dangerous 
wounds Two men were olieadystietehcd on the causeway, and 
the parly of Seyton began to ^vo ground, being much mfenor 
m number to the other, wi'^ which several of the citizena 
had muted themselves, when joung Eoknd Giiemc, behoMmg 
then leader, a noble gentleman, fighting hmiely, and hard 
pressed with numbers, could withhold no longer *Adam 
Woodcool^^ he said, ‘ an you be a man, draw, and let iw t^ko 
part with the Seyton * And, without wuitog a leply, oi listen- 
ing to the falconer's earnest entreaty that he would leave 
alone a strife m whieh he had no concern, ^ dory youth 
sprung from his horse, drew hss short swoid, and shouting like 
the lest, *ASeyton I— ^Seyton* Setou'— set on •’ thrust foi- 
ward mto the throng, and struck down one of those who was 


nis sudden reinforcement garo spint to the weaker party, 
w ho began to renew the combat witli much alaoiity, whenfoai 
of toe mamstrates of too eity, distmguished by then relvet 
and gold (hm, came up with a guard of holbeidieis 
and eitaens, with long weapons, and well aceustomed to 
such service, thrust boldly forward, and compelled the swords- 
men to separate, who immediatoiy retaeated m diflfeient dirco- 
^ kiviDg s^ of toe wounded on boto sides as had been 
disaMcd m the fray lying on toe skeot 


^ ^ ^ anger at 

^ ^08 lashn^ nw wdc np to hnn mth tir&o. 
TihieU ho hod caught by the tadl^ ond acewted hm uith 



158 


WAV 15 KLEY NOVELS 


* 3 Ia.stci Eoluid — ina^tOi goobC-—tnnstGi nicuIutji'-^Tiill it pliMsc 
jon to {Tot on horse, and miilgc? oi %\ill jou reni«nn lioiv to be 
unnod to jiubon, and made to unsivcr foi this pretty dtt^*h 
^\Olkr " • 

Tho page, who liad begun Ins ictrcjit nlong tlio tons 
jiist ns if lie li.id been one of than luitursil iiIJics wiis l»j tins 
iinceieinoiiions application niiKle sensible that lie as acting n 
foolish put, and, obeying Adam AVoodcock, nitli some sense of 
simme, ho h]ming aetnch on lioi schack, nnd upsc^tting with 
the sliouUlci of the nmin i1 .i (.it^-othcci '\^ho was m iking loiinnls 
bun, lie began to nde smuitl^i down the stieet, along with Jus 
compinion, and was f]mck]> out of the reich of the hue and 
cr\ In faut, nsnconntcis of the kind weic ko coiumon in Jlrlin 
bingh at that pcntal tint the dist in Ixmce seldom cvcitcd nmtli 
attention nftei the afha^ was u\ei, iiidcbs some |>crsou of ton* 
sequence chanced to hino fallen, an incident whitli ]m]x>sG(l on 
hiH fi lends the dntv of nsengmg Ins death on the fn^t ton«« 
^cnlcnt oppoilimits 80 feeble, indeed, was tlic am of the 
liolicc, that It was nob iiiiiisniil foi Midi hkiimisbcs to last foi 
limns, whole the psitics were ninncreus and well tnatehcik 
Ihit at this time the Regent, u man of givat sticiigth of chai« 
actei, awuiu of the inibdiief which iisn*d]\ tiTOsu fiuni hiicli nets 
of 'iioleiicc, had pnes ailed with the magistnilcs to keeji 11 con- 
st int ginnl on foot, foi presentnig 01 hcpaniting such anni;iK 
ns had happened in tlie present cise 

'Hie falcoiici and his iniiiig comp iiiioii wtio now iiding down 
the Cunongiitc, and l>«f slackened llicii |«itc ionioid attmt- 
ing aUcnlton. the raihci th it tlieic seemed to las no up(jeantnce 
of piirsitii Itoland hniig his held as Tine who was cinihcioiis 
Ins coiifliict had lieen none of tho wised, wliilu Ins conqianioii 
thus ■iddte&scd him 

‘Vill }0(i lie pleased to tell me one ihiinr, Masiei Jlolaiid 
tbanue, and tlmt is whctlioi thcie be a detil tneaiiiitte m you 
or no ? ' 

'Tiiih, Mastoi Adam Woodcock,’ nimcicd tbo pigis ”1 
would fun liojie thcie is not ’ 

^Then,' Slid ^\dain, M would fain know In what other iliflii- 
ciicc lor instnrition ^n^l im' ]icTpclu illj at one end or tlin otlipr 
of some liltx)fl> bniwl? WhU, I pni\, bad ;ion to do wiih 
thi'^e S>nt4)tih and Leslies that ion neier liuiitl tin* inni* s of 
111 ^mii life befmvT' 

• 'ion me out tbeio, mj fnend,* 1 nd Jtnlnnd fSneme, ^ I leue 
m,t own ic. foi being a fnend to the S' ^ tons ' 
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‘Thej must have btJon voiy Bcoret xcasonS; then/ ausvrcicd 
Adam Woodcock, *foi I think I could have \iageicd you had 
never kuovni one o! the name ^ and I am apt to bclie\o still 
t^tit xiasjoiu unhallowed passion for that clashing of cold 
non, which has as mudi choim foi you as the clatter of ahiass 
pan lialdi fm a hno of hees, rather than any caie cithei for 
Soyton 01 foi Leshe, tiiat persuaded you to tlirust youi fool's 
bead into a qnonel that nowise concerned you But take this 
foi a warning, my young master; that if you oic to diaw swoid 
with e\cxy man who draws swoid on the Highgate heiC; it will 
be scaiGD woilh youi while to slicath Mho again foi the rest of 
.your life, sinco, & I guess rightly, it will scarce endure ou such 
teims foi many hofuis— all whi^ I leave to your senous con- 
Bideiation ' 

*By my woid, Adam, I honoui jour advice , and I piomiso 
you that I will practise by it os faithfully os if I weic siTOtn 
appientice to you, to the tiado and mysti^ of beaung myself 
with all wisdwn imd safety through the new paths of life that 
I am about to he engaged m ’ 

* And therein j'ou w ill do wtjII/ said the falconer, * and I do not 
qUand with you, Mastei Bdand, foi having a gram ovei much 
s^it, because I know one may hnug to tlie kmd a wild hawk, 
which one nevei can a dunghill hen , and so betwixt two faults 
J'OU have the best side on't But) besides your pceulmi genius 
foi quanelhng and luggmg out your side companion, my deal 
hlastei Roland, you bare also the gift of peeing under cxery 
woman's mufflei and soieeu, as if you expected to find an old 
acquamtance Thou^ were you to spy one, I should ho as 
mudi surprised at it, well wottmg how few you have seen of 
these somewild-fowljas Iwasatyoui tekmgsodeop an interest 
(non now m the Scyton ' 

' Tnsh, man ^ nonsense and folly/ answeicd Roland Grseme , 
‘I but sought to see "ftliat eyes these gentle hawks have got 
under then hood ' ® 

* Ay, but itfs a dangeious subject of inquuy,' said the 
falconci , *yott had bcttei hold out yoni baie wiist foi an caglo 
to porch upon Look yon, Master Roland, Jhese pietty wild 
geese cannot bo hawked at without nsk they have as many 
mvm^ boltings, and voUeymgs as the most gamesome quiitry 
that falcon ever flow at And besides, every woman of is 
manned with her husband, or hei kind fnend, or hei toother, 
or her cousin, or hei sworn servant at the least But you heed 
me not; Mastoi R(dand, though I know the game so w (ill youi 
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c\o « all o'l tint (I iiiv c! ulin tliwu tli *' At iWnro 

m, li\ myt*‘rk<*N I ^ull wnmit Iin ibhthoOini^i imIki i.i 

rLvl or .t pm of nl\<»r momco lH?lb Uimvi* tin ' 

.inkle-i as woll ai the voulil si»i th«» f;,in Xon< »\ 

\uxv.y 

•IImhi art a fm)], Wim,’ sji.l the j» irc ‘mil r\n' n «t a 
Imttoii 'iliout the^riri ui hei ^iliH thv t.asl bi"*i, 

one must Inok it sumcthm;: * ' 

* Vri^ true, Mister lloiaiul (h^eme, -inl |„^ «ui«k, ‘hut Ux 
me pra\ jum t«i ehifc»se y»iii ohjut^ l>*'tiir %*»u. tleie 

14 hf’iiu* a Yvoinun w lUs tins Ifijih^'ale tMth n stik sent n *<r a 
pr'iliu inulllei, hut, as I sml l«*fiirt% 'hi Ins r»fh<r ^tiiihtiMn 
usher h:foiv h«r, nr kiiiMiiiii or huir. m httslunii, at h»r 
ellKiw^ OK it iin\ hi a hmfi of fellow- it h tivoiil iml 

hiiekUi, iu»t so far Khmtl hut wimt the\ ^ ut ftilho, ilo % 
Dut ^«iu hnn] me no mitiethma hiv} imnl a ullou 
\<ihlttni: ' 

'O ic*> J do- 1 (ill mind }on imhii] sitd KnimdriKam* • 
‘hut hoM m\ ipp i hit- i will 1 h' \ tth \ou m the of 

a whistle* Ni .iiu! ere Adam Wis^lnni «s>eM lini h 

the sennnn wliuh was ihmj on Im toii^ia, ]Si)iin*l fhaini.^fi 
th*> falcoia rs iittir istomshmetit, thnw hint the hudle of lui 
juinti, ji»ii|asl ott ht>rsi»hwk, iiid iiuiwui-<) ilnvn <ine id iht 
chr'^'s or ti imiw 1 whieli o[m nmu under n laiilt, {> niMi« to 
liifou the til nil htrtM. the \it\ iiemh n to who a hi i fia e 1 h id 
at ( tiH'^l hull of sliowire' > 7 rimi ii itt*eiitto*i, i ud who h 1 1 (uia*^! 
<hmn the pis> m i}ii«*.tiou 

*M Mtn -St Map! den M. IkMiishei St Uinuhisj* 
fri«*'l llie l»*^*r fnhojjer, whMi In. f >uiid himw|f thu- ‘iidd*Ji\ 

hnML'ht to a in tin luni t is tie ft ai d i w hi 

tt»un/ihtr}.v*tait itSHili a rnidium irii|fa Lot idane t\hnti 
he h id as Adim «ippv * k **iii m lus life lehtr* 

Kit tti an I St Ji» I Ir* hiih lor this woul I in d <• laie * wi tr " i * 

II «I d«\iK-i !eit i iM hi^f Mill** in«t itn Ii*! \ tth •k wa lot* 
\niwhiii shill 1 do tilt wild tl Ih will h •« h ihrvdtaU 
th p fcir It'll a*' sui* *i I I \ as ,l tie *d Ih» * f* 

rojtplll * f »ul*kd 1 I I -o|ia lei** to h >ld th* h * ’ Tot lh» « 

i** n- sijirj* h* n nr*r*ii a* lit num ^t*f?*lii« let' k 
atid UOit hn !h, itusi tiM» ii w< * % I i id 1 I t«t i*le 
our foil' no, , a ho'U ' Viff* i *♦•■'*11 « ,»*!•! ^ ’ i*'' 

< »!!l I J le^t < la «»f t*i ih •• ,1* /I ti^n* litif t*> h ivx n» 

* 1 tl> f I * I '*>• ** f t I to J ■>5* j*4 ^ 

\ !.•' t*e Ml m P th ; I a*ei.s ' 
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Wo must leave tiio {flloouer^ howcvei, m tbe midst of lus 
distres!^ and follow hotrbeaded jonth wbo was the eanso of 
hispeiplcnly 

m latter part of Adam Woodcock's sage xemonstmneo bad 
been m a grait measuie lost upon Boland, for whose henedt 
It was mtended; because^ in one of the fmnale forms which 
tnppcd along the street^ mnicd m a veil of stnped silk, lib 
the women of Brussels at this day, his eje had diEmcd somc’ 


heermg of Cetherme Seytosn During all tb grave advice 
which the falconer was dmmag into his ear, his eye oontmned 
intent upon so mterestoig an object of obs^tion, and at 
length, as the damsel, jnst about to dive nndei one of the 
mched passoges whiti afforded an outlet to the Canongate 
from tho houses beneath (a passage graced by a pwjeelang 
M of arms, supported by two huge foxes of stone^ had 
mtcd her veil for the purpcb perhaps of dcKsrying who the 
horseman was wlio for some tune had ej'ed her so closdy 
jraoM Mad saw, under the shade of the silken plaid, enough 
of the teght azure eyes, fair locks, and blytbe features to 
mauco mm, like an inexpenenced and rash madcap, whose wil- 
ful ways bad never been traversed by contradiction, nor much 

m, - 


while ho Wied down the pa^/coirt afl^ ciCw 
Sc} tmi— ail as aforohatd 

appaptlytho,, 


t r. — D'*'" 115 wmuuiscoverw Here jm 

' i U not so eaalT 

oubtnppcd atone fled aoress a paved courlv decorated 
ft lai«c fonmil vases of stone, in nhich jeirs, cypresses and 
n^virorecM vegetated m sombre sullennVmd mve a 
torrcsnondcut dawn nf a. ai._ l. r ? , “ 


watdsa sqnaro poihon of the blue hemispiftie. ^rS 
iM S’ J”>g« Haei vraUs, fflhibit- 


it, — , « . ™"s‘0«s acnces 

doe hunted 

miMng the best use of those pretty legs vrbich had 
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attracted the rnmiaeiidation c\eii of the icflective and cantious 
Adiuu Woodcock She hastened touiitdB a lame door in the 
cciitte of the lo>»ci front of tlio court, pulled boMnn till 
the liUch lien up, iiud cn»*conce (1 hci'^clf in thcniiuieutxnniision 
Ihit, if hhe lied like a doe, Holnnd Gneme followed with the 
speed and atxloui of .i jouthfiil blagiiound, loosed foi the first 
time on his piey lie kept hei m mow in spite of hci cfloits, 
fui it IS iciiiaikable whut an advantage in auch a race the 
gallant whodcsiies to see iio^ses^es ei the maiden who wishes 
not to ho 8CG11 — an udsnntagc which I line known uouiitci* 
iMiiancc a gicat sUiit in jKnut of disUnce In slioit, Iicmiw 
the waving of hei sciecii, oi \cil, at one cornet, hc.ird the tap 
uf hei foot, light as that Wfi^t, us it cros'^ctl the court, and 
caught a glimpse of hci figinc just ab she cntcied the dooi of 
tho nmnsion 

Itohind Gnome, iiicoiihuleiatc and headlong ns wre haio 
dc&cnbcd Imn, having no knowledge of ical life but from the 
lonmncos w Inch he hud icid, and not an idea of cheeking him* 
self in the midst of any oagci iiupulbc, possessed, besides, of 
much coinage and readmes^ never lic^itatcd foi a moment to 
upprosch the dooi through which tlio object of his bcnich had 
disappeared lie loo pulled tho bobbin, and the latch, though 
heavy utid nnbMve, answered to tho bummons, and aio^ic The 
|xigo ontoicd with tho same piocipttalion winch had niaikcd 
Ins whole proceeding, and found himself in a large gloomy hall, 
01 V cstibulc, dimly enlightened by latticed easements of painted 
glass, and icndcicd ^cb dimmer through the exclusion of the 
sunboims, owing to the height of the walls of those buildings 
by winch the couitjard was inclobcd The walls of the hall 
v^ ore surrounded w itli suits of ancient and rusted armour, intci* 
changed with liuge and massive stone scutchoons, bcanng 
double trcbsiires, fleured and countci-ficiiicd, wheat-sheaves, 
coioncts, and so forth — things to which Poland Gneme gave not 
a moment’s attention 

In fact, he only deigned to observe the figuio of Cathenno 
Seaton, who^ deeming herself safe in tho ball, had stopped to 
take bioath affSr hex course, and was xepostng herself for a 
moment on a largo oaken settle winch stood at the upper end 
of tlio hall Tho noise of Boland's entrance at once aisturbed 
hci , she Btaifced up writli a faint scream of surpnse, and escaped 
through one of the several foldmg-doois whicn opened into tins 
apai tment as a common centre Tins door, which Boland Gimme 
instantly approached, opened on a laige and well-lighted gallery, 
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at the upper end of 'which ho could heat seteial Yoicee, and the 
noise of hasty steps approachmg towards the hall, oi vestibule 
A little recaUed to sob^ thou^t by on appealance of senous 
dang^, bo was dchbemtmg whethci ho should stand fhst oi 
letue, whed Catherme S^on re^eutei^ from a side dooi, 
runmug towaids him with as mu<di spm as a few minutes 
smee ^e had fled fiom hun 

* 0, what mischief brought you hithei 1 ’ she said * Fly^fly, 
or you aie a dead man , oi stay — they come — ^flight is unpos- 
Bible, say you came to abk !oi Lord Seytou ’ 

She q»rung from him and disappeared through the door by 
which she had made her second appearance , and, at the same 
instant, a pan of large folding-doors at the uppei end of the 
gallery fl^ qpen with vehemence, and six oi seven young 
gontleinen, nobly dressed, pressed forward into the apaitment, 
having, for the greater pttrt, their svrotds drawn 

‘Who IS it/ said one, ‘date intrude on us m oui own 
mausionr 

‘Cut him to pieces,’ said anothei , ‘let hun pay foi this 
ds^s msoleucc and violence , he is eome follower of the Rothes ’ 
‘No, by St Maiy/ said another, ‘he is a follower of the 
aich-flend and ennobled clown, Halbert Glendimung, who takes 
the stylo of Aveiiel — once a chuich-vassal, noi\ a pillaner of 
the chuich ' 


‘tt is so/ said a fourth, ‘I know him by the hoUy-spiig, 
which IB their cogzuzance Secure the dooi ; he must answei 
foi tins insolence ' 

Two of plants, hastily drawing their weapons, passfed 
on to the door W which Boland had entered the hall, and 
stationed themselves theie as if to prevent his escape The 
others adranced on Gncme, who had just sense enough to 
pe^eiie that any attempt at lesistanco would be alike fruitless 
and ^prudent At once, and by vmious voices, none of which 
sounded amicably, the page was icquned to say who he was. 

his enand, and who sent him hithei 
The numte of tile questions demanded of him at once affoided 

W remammg sileht, and eie IhS 

Imcf tiuce M eloj^ a jiersonage entered the hall, at whose 

fiercely nround Roland fell 
^ ^'hose dark haii xraa already Bnessled 

SSh'" theLiS 

y in The upper part of his person nas undressed to his 
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Hollaud fllmt, whose <imple folds weie btaincd with blood But 
ho wQie a mantle of onmson, lined ivith ndi fur, cast around 
him, which supplied the deficiency of his diess On his head 
he luid a cnmson Telnet bonnet> looped up on one side with a 
small golden chain of many Iznks^ which, going thnce zound 
the hat, was fastened by a med^, agreeable to the fashion 
amongst the giandoes of the tune 

*T^oni hare you heie, sons and kinsmen,’ said he^ ‘aiouiid 
whom you ciowd thus loughly f Know you not that the shcltei 
of this loof should secure every one fair tieatmeut ^ho shall 
come hidier eithei in fan peace or in open and manly 
hostility?’ 

^But hcie, my loid,’ answered one of the youths, ‘is a knave 
who comes on tieacheious espial 

‘I deny the charge,’ said Inland Giisme, boldly , ‘I came to 
luquiie aftOL my Loid Seytou ’ 

‘A likely talc,’ answeied his accusers, ‘in tlio mouth of a 
follower of Glendmning ’ 

‘Stay, young men,' said the Loid Seytou, foi it was that 
nobleman himself, ‘let mo look at tins youth By Heaven^ it 
IS the TOiy same ivho came so boldly to my side not veiymany 
minutes smee, 'nhen some of m3' onn knaves bore themselves 
with moie respect to then o\in woishipful safety than to mine * 
Stand bock fiom him, for he well deser\es honom and a ftiendly 
welcome at your hands, instead of this rough treatment ’ 

The)' fell bade on all sides, obedient to^ Lord Seyton's 
commands, who, taking Boland Ghieine by the hand, thanked 
him foi hia prompt and gallant assistance, adding, that he 
nothing doubted ‘ the same mteiost which he had taken in his 
cause in the affray brought him hither to inquue aftei his 
hurt’ 


Boland bowed low m acquiescence 

‘ Or IS theie anything m which I can serve you, to show my 
sense of yoiu leady gallantly’’ , , ^ * 

But the page, thinking it best to abide by the apology fw 
111 ft visit which the Lord Seyton had so aptly himself suggosten, 
leuhed, ‘That tO be assured of his lordship’s safety had l^cn 
the only cause of his intrusion He ]udg^,* he added, ‘lie had 
been him receive some hurt m the afimy * n 

‘ A tnfle,' said Lord Seyton, ‘I had but stripped my doublet, 
that the ohirurgeon might pub some diessing on the paltry 
sciatcdi, when these rash boys mtermpted us with their 
clamour ’ 
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fiom hih bonnet t]io goldou chain and znedab 'and Ticai it for 
my jwike * 

With no little piido Koland Gioimo accepted the gift) ^liioli 
ho hastily fastened around his bonnet) as lie had seen gallants 
^car Bucli nil oummcnti end, lonoiMug lus ohcibancc to tho 
Ixiroikj left tho hall; tm^erBed tiie coiu^ and appealed in tho 
street, just ns Adnm Woodcock, vexed and anxious at his delay, 
)md dctci mined to loaro the hoisos to then fate and go in 
quest of hib youthful comindo ' Wlio&c bam kist tlioii biokoii 
nc\tr he exclaimed; gicatly Folioved by his nppeamnoe, 
although lus countenanco indiontod that ho had poss^ tluough 
nil agitating scene 

‘Ask me no questions,’ smd Boland, leaping gaily on his 
hoiso ; ‘ hut bcc \xo\y sboit tune it takes to \iin n duun of gold,' 
pointing to that nhich ho non noie 

God foibid that thou liast citlici stolon it on eft it 
by Moleiicc,’ said tho falconet , ‘for, othomiso, 1 wot not how 
llio del'll thou conldst compass it I have been often hoie^ ay, 
foi moiitlib at .111 end, and no one ga\o me eithei cliaiii oi 


medal ’ 

‘Thou scest I hare got one on shmfcoi aoquaintauec wiWi 
the city,’ anbwoicd tho page, ‘but sot thine honest heart at 
lest that nhidi is fairly non and freely gimn is neithei icffc 

nor slolon ’ . ^ y ^ m 

‘Marrr, hang thee, with thy fnnfnioiitt'^ about thy neck' 
said tho falcoiioi; ‘I think watei wrill not diowii nor hemp 
stiunglo thoo Thou habt been discarded as moody’s page, to 
come m agam os my lord’s sqmie , and, for followup n noble 
XQung damsel into some great housohold, tliou getst a ohiun 
and medal, wlieio auotliei would have had the baton amoss his 
shonldcis. if ho missed having the dirk m his body But h«o 
come m liont of the old abbey Beai thy with 

3 on when you cross these paved stones, and, by Oiii Ladj, jou 

mav biajy Scotland ’ , t 

iU ho spoki^ they chocked thou hoiaos, iilwio the huge old 
vatiltod entaanoe to tho Abbey oi Pnlaoo of Holyiood oio^ 
tho tormimtion of tho sUeet do^^•n which they 
Tho coiutvttid of tho palaco opened ■nidim this gloomy proc , 
diOTrg S hont of an mo^iki pdo of monastic buildings, 
ono wmg of which is stiU o'ctant, foimmg a pnit of the modem 
elected in tho days of Ohniles I 
^ At tho gate of the poioh the faloonei aud page lesigned their 

* bto Xolo 14* 
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hoises to tho seniDg-inan m attendance , the falconer com> 
mandmg Imn, xrith an air of anthonty, to cany them safdy to 
the stables 'We Moa/ lie said^ 'Uio Knight of Arenel 
We must bear ourselves for Tvhat ire are her^' said ho m a 
whisper to Bolandj 'for eveijone here is looked on as they 
demean themselves^ andhothatistooinodestmnsttothcwali, 
as the proverb says , therefore, cock thy bonnet^ man, and let 
us him the canseuay bravely * 

Assummg, therefore, an aur of conscience corresponding 
to what he supposed to be his master’s importance and quality, 
Adam Woodcock led the way into the courtyard of the Palace 
of Bbljrood 
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the injTxnes he had ixiiiicted oa his neighbours , the plundered 
f mnlcliii j «ho came to seek vengeance for that xvIuGh he had him* 
self leceived Besides, there iras the mnsteiing and disposition 
of guards and soldiers ; the de^atchiug of inebsenger^ and the 
recGiTing them, the tiamplmg and nelglnng of horses \dthout 
the gate, the flashing of arms, and rusting of plumes and 
jingling of spurs, \dthm it In short, it was timt gay and 
splcnd^ confusion in which the eye of youth sees all that 
is brave and bnlhont, and that of experience much that is 
doubtful, deceitful, fals^ and hollow — ^hopes that will never be 
gratified, promises lAhich will never be fulfilled, pnde in the 
disguise of hunuhty, and insolence m that of frauk and 
generous bounty. 

As, tired of the eager and enmptuted attention which 
the page gave to a scene so new to him, Adam Woodcock 
endeavour^ to get him to move forward, before his exiiberanco 
of astonishment should attract the observation of the sharp- 
witted denizens of the court, the falconer hiyn s^l f became an 
object of attention to a gay memal m a dark-green bonnet and 
feather, with a doak of a oorrespandmg colour, laid down, as 
the phrase then went, by six broad bm of siver lace, and 
welted with violet and silver The words of recogmtion burst 
from both at once * What * Adam Woodcock at court and 
‘What* Michael Wmg-the-Wmd — ^and how runs the hackit 
gr<y hound bitch now ^ * 

‘ The wanr for the wear, like ourselves, Adam, — c^ht vears 
this grass— no four legs wdl carr^ a dog for ever, hutwe\cep 
her for the breed, and so she ^scapes S>rder doom. But whv 
stand you gaamg there f I promise you, my lord has wished for 
you, and asked for you * 

‘My Lord of Murray asked for me, and he H^ent of the 
fangdom too ** said Adam ‘I hunger and thirst to pav mv 
duty to my good lord , but I fancy his good lordship remember^ 
the days sport on Camwath Moor; and my Drummebier falcon 
tlmt Wt the hawks from the Isle of Man, and won his lordship 
the Southern baron whom they called 

‘Kay, not to flatter tbe^ 
remembers nonght of thec^ o: 
flown many a higher flight ami 
But come— come hither away 
rades on the old score.* 

‘ "Wbat ' ’ said Adam, ‘you would have me crush a pot with 


Adam,’ said Ms court fnend, ‘he 
p of thy falcon either. Ho hath 
Qe that, and stmek his qnany too 
, I trust we are to be^good com*‘ 
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lou 7 )>ijfc I iniiat firofc (hhnoso of inj \jheio Jio %wll nesthci* 
Iia\« g»l to cliaso noi Jatf to draw bword u|iott * 

^ 1b tlio joungbicr bnch a oiio ? ^ baid Michael 

* hj mj hood, ho flies at all game,' lopliod IToodcock 
^ *Theii hud he hotter come with db/ baid Alicbael ^Ving-tlic- 
Mind , 'for v^c CKinnot have a proper caroiibc jobt now, only I 
would wet mj lips, and bo mubt you I want to hcai the news 
from St Maiy's Ixiforo 3011 see 1113 lord, and I will lot 30U 
Know how tlie wind bits up 3ondcr' 

“Wlnlo he ihub spoke, no led tlic wa} to a sido dooi which 
opened into the court, and thieading scicml dark passages 
with the nil of one who knew tho most seorot rcocsscs of the 
]bilice, conducted Uiem to a broall matted chamto, where ho 
jilitccd hnmd and oiicc^o and 11 foaming flagon of ale before the 
falconer and hih joung companion, who in)mcd]atcl3 did justice 
to tho lattei in a hcaity draught, which near!}'' emptied the 
measure Ha\ ing drawn his breath, and dubhed the fioth fiom 
his whiskers, ho observed, tlut hib oiiMot) fm the boj' had made 
hun deadl} drj 

'Mend 30111 drauglit^' bind Ins hospitable fnend, again 
snpp]3'jng the flagon from a pitcher which htood beside • I 
know the wa3 to the butter} -bar And now, mind what I bAy 
This inoniing tho Earl of Morton came to iny lord in a mighty 
chafe * 

'Mliat* the}* keep the old friendship, then?* said M’ood- 
cock 

Mj', a}*! man, wJiatelBcf’ said Micliacl, 'one hand must 
scratch tho other But in a might} chafe was my Lord of 
ikiorton, who, to ba} truth, lookoth on such occasionb alto^her 
uncann}, and, as it were, flcndibh , and he ba3S to my lord — foi 
I wab ui tho chamber taking orders about a cast of liawhs that 
aic to he fetched fiom Darnawa} , the}' mntcli 30ur long-winged 
falconi^ fnend Adam * 

* I will belio\G that when 1 see them flj’as higli a pitch,* 
icplicd TVoodcock, this professional obsena^on forming a soit 
of parenthesis 

'However,* said Michael, ptirbuing his tile, ‘my Lord of 
Morton, m a mighty chafe, asked my Lord Regent whether ho 
was well dealt with— “Foi my Inotlicr," s.iid be, “bhould ha^o 
had a gift to be commendator of Kenna^uhau, and to have all 
the tomporahtics erected into a lordship of regality f« hw 
benefit, and here,*' said he, “the false monks ha%e had too 
insolence to choose a new abbot to put Ins claim in my biotheira 
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wBjf and, moreover, the rascuhtj of the neighbourhood ha\o 
burnt and plundered all that ivas left in the abbe^, &o tliat my 
brother ^ill not hare a house to dvrall m vrhen he hath ousted 
tliD lazy hounds of pnests ” And my lo^d, seeing him ohaled, 
said imldly to him, "These are shre\vd tding^ Douglas but 
I tiust they be not tine , fm Halbert Glendinmng vent south- 
A^ard yestoiday Tvith a band of speais, and assuiemy, had either 
of tlicsc chances happened, that the monks had presumed to 
choose an abbot, or that the abbey had been burnt, as you say, 
he liad taken oidei on the spot fbi the punishment of such 
insolence, and had despatched us a messengei ” And the Hail of 

Morton leplied Now I piay you, Adam, to notice that I say 

this out of loro to you and yom loid, and also foi old comrade- 
&>hip, and also because Sii Halbert hath done me good, and 
may again, and also bccaube 1 love not the Earl of Moiton, 
as indeed moie fcai than like him— -so then it were a foul deed 
m jT)u to betray me —“But," said the Earl to the Regent, 
“take heed, my lord, you trust not this Glendinmng too far 
ho comes of churi's blood, which was never tiue to the nobles ” 
By St Andre\^, these were his veiy words “ And besides,” he 
wwl, “ho Irntli a brothex a monk m St Mary’s, and walks all 
by his guidance, and is making fnends on the Bolder with 
Buccleuoh and with Femiehorst,* and will join hand with 
them, w^ theic likelihood of a new world ” And my loid 
answaed, like a fiee noble loid as he is * “Tush 1 my Lord of 
I will be warrant foi Glondinnmg’a faith, and foi his 
brothel, he is a dicamcr, that thinks of nought but book and 
bicvimy , and rf such hap have chanced as you tell of, I look 

Ana mj Loid of Morton left the place, and, as it seemed to 
somewhat nMlcontcnt But since that tune my lord has asked 
inc n»ie than once wlujthei tliere ha. an no 
horn the Kmght of Aveuel, And all th« I haVe 

WanfrthetorwSS S AdanTS**®?’"” 

mnforcemcntTihich “I"*® 

thebonjtaTorHS^SS ^ «ceivcdfiom 

' ®^’'‘’‘'^l*'Jerdueft#,Mi«rppwt«BBd»of<Jneen^ 
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'WHiat \(as it he said about a diurrs head, tiuit gnm Lord 
of Moiton?’ said the dibcoiicertcd falconer to hi& fiieud 

'Nay, it VRS my Lord -nho said that he expected, if 

the abbey i^os injiued, 3 our kuiglit ^ould send him the head 
of the nnglcodcL among the noten> ’ 

*Xay, but is this done like a good Protestant,’ said Adam 
■\Voodcock, *or a true Lord of the Congr^tionl We used to 
be then vrlnte-bojs and darlings vhen 11 e pulled donn the 
conreuts in Fife and Pcrthshiie ’ 

* Ay, hut that,’ said ^fichael, ' w os hen old mothei Borne held 
her oiru,aud hcr[the]great folk8\^ eie determined she hliould hare 
no shelter for lici head in Scotland But, na\i that the pnests 
are fled in all quarters, and then houses and lands aie gl^eu 
to our grandees, they cannot see that ue are uorkiug the uoik 
of rcforimition m destroying the palaces of zealous Protestants ’ 

* But I tell 3'ou St ’a is not destroyed * ’ said Woodcock, 
in incieasiug agitation, ^some trash of painted ’Windows there 
^\ci:e broken— things that no nobleman could hare brooked m 
his house, some stone saints in ere brought on then niarroijv- 
boue^ like old Widdnngton at Chevy Chase , but as for fiie- 
raiBing, there uas not so much as a lighted lunt amongbt*as, 
S.IYC the match uhich the dragon had to hght the burning ^ 
'\\itba 1 , 'which he was to spit against St George, najj I had 


Ctiution of that ’ 

*Hoiv * Adam Woodcock,’ said his comrade, 'I trust tnoii 
Iwdst no hand in such a fair work! Look }Ou, Adam, I 
loth to temfy 30U, and you just come from a journey , but I 
promise 30U, 1^1 Morton hath brought 30U down a "in^en 
from Hahfax, you nc^er saw the like (rf her, and shell cl^ 
you lonnd the node, and yotur head will remam m her arms 
'Pshatr answeied A^m, am too old to ha*™ 
turned by any maiden of them all I know my Lcrf of 
will go as far for a buxom loss as any one, but what the atmi 
took him to Halifax all the way f and if he has got a gamestci 
thera what hath she to do with my head V 

t Much ^much * ’ answered Michael ^ Herod s daughter, wlio 

did such esecuti^u uith her foot end f imoed not men s 

off more deanly than this maiden of Morton Tis an 
aS^-an which faUs of itself hke a sash window, and 

never gives the headsman the trouble to 's^d It ^ 

•Bf my faitli. a shiewd dcMce.^ said Woodcock, ‘Hcaicn 
keep U 8 fiee on’t * ’ 


* See 2iOte 15 
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The jMgc, freeing no end to the con^crsitiou lietweeii these 
tiio old comrades, mid anxum^ from what ho iud heard, con- 
cenung tlie fate of the abbots no'w interrupted Iheir confeience 
* *McthmW he said, 'Adam Woodcod:, thofu hadst better 
fleli\cr thy master's letter to the Begent, questionless he hath 
tliercm stated what has chanced at Kennaquhair, in the 'way 
most ad\autageous for all concerned ’ 

'Ihc boy IS right,* said Michad TTing-the-Wind, ' my lord 
will he scry imj>atieiit ’ 

'Tlie child hath wit enough to keep himself warm/ said 
\dain Woodcock, producing from his Jmwking-hag his lozd*s 
letter, addre-u^ed to the EsvA of Murray, * and for that mattei so 
hti e ! So, Master Roland, } ou will e en please to present this 
jourmlf to the Lord Regent , his presonco will be better graced 
% a joung page Uiau by an old falconer ’ 

* Well haid, canny Yorkshne ** replied bis fnend, 'and but 


jou ^gre 60 carncaii lo sco oiir gooa lora * >vny, wouldst 
thou put the lad into the noose that thou mayst sbp tether 
thypclfl or do'd^ thou think the maiden will clasp his fair 
young neck more willingly than thy old sunburnt weasandV 
'Go to,* answered the hilconer, ‘thy wit towera high an it 
wuld fctnkc the quarry. I tell thee, the youth has nought to 
fear lip had nothing to do with the gambol A me gazSiol it 
was Michael, as ex cr played , and I had made as rare 

a biWad, if wo had had the hick to get it sung to an end But 

r m if ^ ^ before, is Latin for a candle 

Urn t!.e jnuth to tho pr^ice, and I wdl lemaiu here, with 

«‘f fv ** Btnke the spurs up to fte lomd-head^ m 

ft e the ha\ik flici, tny way I will soon put Soltra ffJ gq. T^w 
1h vuM the ll^ent nncl me, if ho means me less than fan play ’ 

nccis tXX *«"ce tiSSt 

cods take the spniig Iwforo canny Yorkshire ’ So savine ho 

MM C.SnJ'S Ms 

Rime tune so low as to broad, and at the 

AMim they ind iUndenfet^ easy 

(rmdestcpjied ,u,,d„ pushed* bmght,of one story, the 
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Ii&tojied — * take liccdi my young fneud, for those ^rho fall on 
those boards seldom use agom Seest thou that^’ he added, m 
a still lovGi toico, jjointing to some d<i]k eijmson stains on the 
flooi, oii \vhic1i d lay of light, shot through a small apeiiime, 
and traversing the general gloom of the apartment^ Ml 
mottled ladianco — *bccst thou tliai^ youthi Walk vanly, foi 
men ha\e fallen hoio befoie 30U ’ 

MYhnt mean yon? ’ said iJie page, his flesh cieepmg, thougli 
lie wajcc knea T^hy ‘Is it blo^ 1 * 

‘ Av, ay,’ said the domcstio, lu tlio same 'n^hispenng tone^ and 
dm^ug tiie youth on by the aim ‘ Blood it is — but tins is 
no time to question, or oven to look at it ‘Blood it 1^ foully 
and fcnifullj' shed, as foully and fearfully avenged The 
blood,’ he added, in a still more cautious tone, ‘of Seignoi 
Dun id ' 

Bolaud Gnemo’s heart throbbed iihen he found himself so 
iiiie\peotedly in the seeno of Biszio’s slaughtel— a catosttopho 
uinch lind chilled Mith hoiror all even m that lude age, which 
liad been the theme of wondei and pity through eveiy oottago 
and castle in Scotland, and had not escaped that of Aveqel 
Bub Ills guide huiued him toward, permitting no furthei 
question, and wiA tlie manner of one who has already tampered 
too miidi with a dangerous subject A tap which he made at 
a low dooi at one end of the vestibule w'as answered by a 
huia&ier, 01 uslior, who, opening it cautiously, received Mdiad’s 
lutimatiou that a page wraitcd the Begents leisure, who brought 
leUets from tho Knight of Avonol 

•The council jb bieatmg up,’ said tho usher, 'but give me 
the pocket, his Gmoo the Regent nill piesently see the 


•The packet,’ loplied the page, ‘must bo delivoled into the 
Rcsent’s onn hands , such ueio the orders of my master 
%ic usher looked at him ftom head to foot, as if surprised 
at his boldness, and then replied, ii ifch ameanj^, ^y Jon 
BO, my young master ? Thou orouest loudly to be but a chicken, 

'^"*^‘W^it*at^o^**^aoe,’ said Roland, 'them shouldrt see I 
can do mow than oro« , but do j-oul duty, and let the Regent 

Thouart^t^^ert knave to tell mo of my duty,’ said toe 

courier mTffice , ‘U I n-dl find a to aW ^ 

out of yours , meanwhile, wait theio till yon are rtohted So 
saying, he shut the dodi m Roland’s face 
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Miclmd Wing-tho-Wind, who had shrunk fiom his youthful 
cotiipaniou dunng this alteicationj accoiding to the established 
maxim of courtiers of all ranks, and in all ages, now transgiessed 
thcu: prudential line of {conduct so fiir as to come up to him 
once moic ^Tiiou art a hopeful young ^nngald,^ said he, 
'and I see nght well old Yoxkshuo liad reason in his caution 
Tliou hast been fire minutes m the court, and hast employed 
th} Umcfao well os to make a powerful and a moital enemy 
of the uslier of the council-chamber Why, man, you might 
almost as well ha\e odbuded the deputy butlei 

‘I care not what he is,’ said Boland Gnome, ’1 will teach 
w homo\ cr I speak with to speak mnlly to me m letmn I did 
not come from A\cuel to be biowbeaten in Holyiood * 

*^Braio,ni} lad* 'said Michael, 'itisafinespintif youcan 
hold It , but sec, the door opens ’ 

Tlic udicr appeared, and, m a more cinl tone of roice and 
manner, said that his Grace the Regent would recen e the Knight 
of Axeucl's message , and accmdmgly mardmlled Rdand Gimme 
the war into the apartment, fiom winch the council had been 
3 «'!t dibmmd, after fimslung their consultations There was 
in the lOOTi a long oaken table, sunounded by stools of the 
aimc w^, with u largo elbow -chair, covered with enmson velvet 
at Uie head Wiitmg materials and papers wore lymff there in 
j 01 two of the pnry-counodlora who 
A 1 assuming then cloak^ bonnets, and swoids. 

and bidding farewell to the Regent, were departaug slowly W 
n large dooi, on the opposite aide to that tiuough whic/ the 

of Murrey h& 

countenances of the statesmen expressed 
that v>rt of conlial reception which is paid by 
condescending plcasantncs of a prmee ^ ^ couraere to the 

tr It I ^uitclf was lan^img heartdT as he said * 

•a*^t a stone j in the tourd nf n « x'luoh a traveller Las 
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oluWRi nil thi' lioWo qiuhtir*. tx)it»b wrtil.l uTrts. Xl ' r t' \* 
he cpjojcd nnd luul ho ‘■umodi*/! to th*’ ihn»««‘ Ih- 5 
»iate inheritance, it i'*pn»hih!ehi>xiotiKi ha\< l*-vn nviriut « *• 
one of Scot! miVs wisest and hnic* Ilut th^t he ho* * 

}«s luithont^ h\ the nn ixii[>ri^onni< nt «>f J>ts r 

and iToncfactross uas a enme whith th«se only um exf u \ Im 
think ambition an ajiolos;} for iiiiontitndc * lie vmi dn* 
jilainh 111 hlicfc xrhet, after the riemish fishiuM, aj.l *.»?>• in 
his hi;:h cro^incfl hUnjeiie1K*dc1uip whuh it iipoiunin 

side, and fonned the onh omiment of hi-* appint, }|i* h I 
Ills |K)ninn1 b\ his side, and Ihk sww] l4X nn the toniKiJ t d)'» 

Such Was the porsonupe before ^^1tOln Itoltnd tJrMw i \ 
prchonltf\l liiinvplf, with a feehin: of hn\\th!psmiw«% \i r» dill« n *it 
Imm ihensinl Imldnc^s and xixantx of hii In Tu!, 

he Mas CKitiCiittoii and iiitun*, forw^ml. but n>: iinpMd('*it 
and was much more eisih contraHcrl bv the nio^d Mijun^nit, 
arising from the clo\at*Ki talents and nnowii of tho itah 
whom he (snnrrbod, thui bv prutonsions foiuahsl onh on ? ml 
or extol nnl shon lie might Imxe hnnivl x\ith mdiOi vw*^ tliC 
preseneu of an c irl, ineu h distingnitilunl bx his belt and < onnet . 
hut he felt oxoriwcd in thit of the eiiumnt miUui and 
tnnti, the wiolder of a nation's power, and the h i»hr of lar 
armies Tin* greatest and wis»«-t un* rt'vtto*t*rl b\ ih'Mh 
of xnulh, ho gniccfnl ami }>ccoiaing in ri'-*df nn I Mrrrn t«^id , 
with uimh fOttrtes\% thoIftt»*r fivnn the Innd «i tl»* a! i^htsl 
and hlnshing pige, and iitiiWertHl \ti(h oi.aphi iIk<* Io lh» »*» 
perfect and half nmtUrnl gns»tiii" vIjkIi he uid* lo 

dfdiit r fo him on the p in of Sir Ibdh^rt of \ md 1h « u a 
Ionised a niotnrut ct\* he hode ilu mIK x*ilh xJiuli tiu bMrr 
M IS to n*®k the jugc hi** mine, to miah h* win 

xuth hin \er\ Imtifhomi* h-itnros and form 

'Holixid tJmharn,’ he Mid, npr itixig tho xonli nftir th" 
]ii<:iUtixi,r |sue, ‘ tth it, of the firihsrns of ihe ] « nie»\ t' 

*Xf>, im hinl/ repiasl Huhnd, *iin pimiit dwiU in lie 
Th'hit* nhle I* iiid * 

Murr.i} Xin le no farther inquiii , hit! pro*** !# 1 !•» o id he* 
d« '•p'itclu\ diiiiiip the of whali his hr» m 

assume a •■Icni exiiri'^Mon of di‘{*lM*'Un, i** !hit of o*ie t lio 
hfund Muiiethmu whah ii! oiae wnr|irn«sl and dii**iilK I hm 
Hi site down on the neir«'t w ib fri^wiad till !• •* *i 

almost imt (.evthr, n id tli^ lirt«T omt , aii! i e th* i 
»*dent ror»'<xim 1 nimnt**i \l hnpiKrio«nj' la- h* -d, hi“ 
eiiCiimit.osl lied of tie ndi r, wfio in la n ^ndMio.g I to 
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exchange the look of eager and omious obseivation with which 
he had been perusing the Ecgenifb featmcb for that open 
and onnoticmg expieasiou of countenance which, in looking 
at all, seems as if it saw and maiked nothing — a cast of 
look which may be practised with adwantago by all those, of 
whatever degice, who aie admitted to w'ltness the familiai 
and unguarded lioorB of their snpenors Gicat men aie as 
jealous of then thoughts os the wife of King Candaules 
was of hei channs, and will as readily punish those who 
ha^c, how cm invduntaiily, beheld them m mental dishabille 
and exposure 

*Lea\e the apartment, Hjmdmon,’ said the B^cnt, sternly, 
*aiid caijy yoiu observattou elsowhcie You aie too knowmg, 
Mr, foi youi post, which, by special oidei, is destined foi men 
of blunter capacity So * now you look moio like ft fool than 
you did (foi Hyndman, as may easily be supposed, was not 
a htttc disconcerted by this lebuke) , keep tliat confused stare, 
and It may keep yom office Begone, su * * 

The ushci departed m dismay, not forgetting to register, 
amongst his other causes of dislilie to Boh^ Gncmc, that he 
had been the witness of this disgraceful chiding When lie 
hod left the apaitmeut, the Bcgent agom addiessed the page 

‘Yom name you say is Annationgf’ 

Tj Boland, ‘my name is Gissme, so please you — 

HoLmd Gneme, whose forhears were designated of HeatheainlL 
m the Dcbatcahlo Land * ° * 


tr ‘Jll ^ t'l® DebateaWo 

mst thou any acquaintances here m Eduibiugh J ’ 

‘Ify Jorf,’ replied Mand, 'nlling rather to e\odc this quos- 
tion than to ansim it dnec%, for the pradonce of benig sdent 
h? i*° adventme immediately sh-uck 

aTfi ».r» «. h<»,, »a ftafor 

liYhat ^ and thou Sir HnlHArf. n i •• 


Bogent 


w b |jagc i sata tno 
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Wbat hast thou been taught, young man, m tliy doujshtr 
apprenticeship V ^ 

*To hunt, my lord, and to hmk/ said Boland Gnome 
‘To hunt coneys, and to hauk at ouselsl’ said the B^ntj 
smilmg, 'foi such aie the sports of ladies and thoir followers ' 
Gnome’s cheek leddeued deeply as he replied, notvithout 
some emphasis ‘To hunt led-decr of the fiist head, and to 
strike down herons of tiic highest soai, my lord, 'w^luch, in 
Lothian speech, may be termed, for aught I knou, conejs and 
ouzels , also, I cau wield a brand and couch a lance, according 
to our Border meaning, m inland speech these may be termed 
ivatei-fiags and bulrushes ’ 

‘Thy speech iiugs hke metal,’ said the Bogenf^ ‘and I 
pardon the sharpness of it for the truth ^ou knowest, then, 
what belongs to the duty of a mon-at^mnsr 

‘So far as exeiciso can teach it^ without real service lu the 
field,’ answered Boland Grseme, ‘but our knight permitted 
none of his household to moke raids^ and I nem had the good 
fortune to see a stricken field ’ 

‘The good fortune ^ ’ repeated the Begeut, snuhng somewhat 
sorrowfully, ‘take my word, young man, war is the only game 
&om which both parties use loseis ’ 

‘ Not alw'ajEf, my lord,’ answered Uie page, w ith Ins character- > 

istio audacity, ‘if fame speaks truth ’ 

‘How, sir?’ said the Begent^ colouiing m lus turn, and 
perhaps suspecting an mdisoroet allusion to the height winch 
he himself bad attained by the hap of civ’ll woi 

‘Because my lord,’ said Roland Gneme^ without change of 
tone, ‘ho who fights well must Lave fame m life or honour in 
death, and so war zs a game from which no one cau use a 
losoi’ 

The lucent smiled and shook his head, when at that 
moment the door opened, and the Bail of Moitoii prcBCuicd 
bimsdf 

*I come somewhat hastily,’ ho said, ‘and I enter unan- 
nounced, because my nows aio of weight It la as I said 

jBdwnid Glendiqjung is named abbot, and ’ 

‘ Hush, my lord * ’ said the Regent, ‘ I know it, but ^ ^ 

‘And perhaps }au knew it before I did, my Lord of Miirraj,’ 
ausweied Morton, his dark rod brow growing darker and tedder 

as he spoke 1.1.^ 

‘Morton,’ said Mniiay, ‘suspect me not — touch not mine ^ 
honour, I have to suffer enough firom the calumnies of foes, 
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let mo not have to contend 'mtli the unjust suspioioDs of my 
fiionds Wo aiG not alone,' said he, leoollooting himself, ^or 
I could tell thee moie ’ 

He led Morton into one of the deep embiasmes 'which ihc 
umdouB formed in the massive uall, and uhich afforded a 
ictinng-ploce foi then conveising apart In thibiecess, Boland 
obson'cd them speak togethei u ith much earnestness, Munay 
appearmg to be grave and eiunest, and Morton having a jealous 
cinid offended au, Tvhiob seemed giadually to give \say to the 
assurances of tiic Begent 

As their conveisatiou gieu moie earnest, they became gradu- 
ally loudei m speech, havmg perhaps foigotteu the presence of 
the page, tlic moie readily as lus position in the apartment 
placed him out of sight, so that ho found himself unwillingly 
pnvy to moie of their discourbe thou he caied to hcai Foi, 
mge though he w'as, a moan cunositj aftei the semets of others 
had novel been numbeied amongst Boland's failings, and, moie- 
over, with all lus natural rashness, he could not but doubt tlie 
safety of becoming pnvy to the seeret discourse of these power- 
ful and dreaded men Still, ho could ncithei stop his ears nor 
With propnety leai-e the apartment, and while ho thought of 
some means of signifying lus presence, he had already heard so 
much that to liave produced himself suddenly would have been 
as awkward, and perhaps os dangeious, as m quiet to abide 
the end of their oc^eience Wliat he oveiheaid, howeiei, was 
but ou imperfect jiait of their communication , and although 
a moie evpert politician, acquainted with the cncumstanccs of 
the times, would have had little difficulty in tracing tlie meau- 
yot Bonald Granne could only form veiy general and 'laguc 
conjectures as to the unpoi^t of then: discourse 

^11 18 piepaied,' said Munny, ‘and Lmdesay is settog for- 
ward She must hesitate no longer, thou secst I act by thy 
counsel, and harden myself agauist softei considerations * 

‘Tiue, my lord,* replied Morton, ‘m what is neccssaiy to 
gun power you do not hesitate, but go boldly to tlie mark 
But aio^u as coioful to defend and pesene what you havo 
won I Why this establishment of domestics uround herf Hus 
not your sister men and maidens enough to tend her, but you 
mu^cou^nt to tins supeifiuous and dangeious letmuef ' 

Foi silane, Morton > a pmccs^ and my sister, could I do 
less than allow hei due tendance f' 

* Ay,' ^hed Morton, ‘even thus fly all your shafts — smartly 
enough loosened fium the bow, and not uuskilfuBy aimed, 
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but a bioath of foohsli affootion ovoi oiosscs ui tho mid ^ollqy, 
and Bways tho ono^r fiom the maik ’ 

’Say not bOf Moiton i’ icphod Munaji ’1 bave both dated 
and done * 

’YoS| enough to goiUj but not enough to keep; leokon not 
that she ivill think and act thus You hare wounded her deeply 
both in pixde and in power ^ it signifies nought that you would 
tent nmv the wound with unavailing solves as matters stand 
with you, you must foifozt the title of an afibotionato btothci, 
to hold that of a bold and determined statesman ’ 

’Morton t ’ said kluimy, with some impatience, * I brook not 
thobo taunts, what I have done I liavc done, wliat I must 
faitlim do^ I must and will , but 1 am not made of non like 
thoc, and I cannot but lemomhoi Enough of this— mj pui- 
pobo holds ’ 

’And I wonaat me/ said Morton, ’the choice of theso 

domestic consolations will lesb with ^ 

Hole ho whispered names which escaped Boland Grimmo’s 
ear Muiiay replied m a smulai tone, but so much nuacd 
towaids tho condusion of the soiitenco that tho page hoaid 
theso woids — ’And of him I hold myself soourt^ by Glcndin- 
uing’s leconunendation ’ 

'Ay, which may bo as much trusti\orthy as his late conduct 
at the Abbey of St Maly’s 3 "ou liave benid timt his brofchei^s 
election has taken place Youi favourite Sn Holboit, my Loid 
of Murray, has as much fiatcrual affbotion asyomsolf ’ 

’By Hcaron, Moiton, that taunt demanded an unfriendly 
answer, but I paidon it, foi yoiu brotlier also is ooiicwied ; 
but this election sliall bo annulled I tell you, Eail of Moiton, 
while I hold the swoid of state m my royal noidiew s name, 
neither loid noi knight in Scotland shaU dispute my authority , 
and if I beai with insults fiom my fncuds, it is only ^'hilo I 
know them to bo such, and fmgivo then follies foi tJioir faith- 


Moiton muttcicd wliat seemed to bo some excuse, and 
Eogont auBweied him m a mildei tone, and tiion Biibjomod, 
’ B^dos, I liave another pledge than Glondinning’b » ecomme^- 
Ation fOT this yoiith's fidelity his acaiest lolatno bos pla^ 
hei m my hands as liis Comity, to be dealt withal os Ins 

M««», 'iHit 

and good-Tnll. I mnJ.t Btillpray you tok«^ 6^ 

Tho foea aro Bturmg agwn, as hoiso-fl-os and homets kocomo 
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busy 80 soon as the storm-blast is over Geoige of Seyton ‘was 
crossing the causeway this morning with a scoro of men at his 
badf} and had a mfiHe with my fncnds of the house of Leshe . 
they met at tibe Tron, and were fighting bard, when the piovo«tt, 
with his guard of paxtusansf, came in tbirdsman, and staTed 
them asundei with ^eir halberds, as men part dog and boar ’ 

* He hath my order for such mterfeience,’ said the Begent 
‘ Has any one been hurtl’ 

* George cd Sqrton hunself, by black Balph Leslie , the deni 
take the lapiei that ran not through horn side to side i Bolph 
lias a bloody coxcomb^ by a blow from a messan page whom 
nobody knew , Dick Seyton of Wmdygowl is inn tbiough the 
arm , and two gallants ^ the Leslies toye suffered phlebotomy 
This 18 all the gentle blood which has been spilled m the level ^ 
hut a yeoman oi two on both sides have had bones broken and 
cots mopped The hostlei^-wives, who are hke to he the onlj' 
losers by their miscamage, have dragged the knaves off the 
stieet, and aie ciymg a drunken coronach ovei them * 

‘You take^it lightly, Douglas,' said the Regent , ‘ these bioils 
and feuds wrould shame the capital of the Gicat Tuik, let alone 
that of a Chiistiauand Reformed state But, if I hvc, this geoi 
shall be amended , and men shall say, when tiiey lead mj story, 
that if it weie my cruel hap to nse to powei by the dethrone- 
ment of a sistei, I employed it, when gained, foi the benefit of 
the commonweal ’ 

‘And of yoiu fiiends;,' lephed Morton, ‘wheiefore I tiiist 
fbi your instant ordei annulling the election of this lurdano 
abbot^ Edward Glcndnuiing ' 

‘You shall be piesently satisfied,' said the Regent, and, 
stramng forward, be began to call ‘So Ik^ Hodman r' when 
raddcnly his eye hghted on Roland Giicmc ‘By my faith, 
Douglas,* said h^ turning to his fnend, ‘heie have been thice 
. at counsel I’ 


‘Ay, hut only two can keep counsel,* said Moiton, ‘the 
gaUiard must be disposed of * 

I Morton— an orphan hoy! Hearken thee, mr 

clula Thou uaat told me some of thy accomplishments — canst 
thou speak truths* ^ 

w'hen it serves my turn,* replied Giscmc 
1^1 SOTe thy turn now,* said the Regent, ‘andfalse- 
ho^ diall be thy destruction How much hast thou heard or 
understood of what we two have spoken togethei ?* 

‘But little, my lord,* lephed Roland Gjteme^ boldly, ‘which 
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met my dpproheiision, sa^izig that it seemed to mo as if in 
»}mothmg you doubts tlie faith of the Kuight of Avenei, 
under xihose loof I nurtuicd ’ 

*And what hast to say on that point, young manf' 
continued the Begeni^ bending his eyes upon him untb a keen 
and strong expiession of observation 

‘ That,' said the pog^i ^depends on the quality of those uho 
speak against his honoui whose bread 1 hare long eaten If 
they be my mfcnois, I say tliey he, and will nuintom uhat 1 
say with my baton ^ if my equals^ still I say they he, and Mill 
do battle in the quauel, if they list, with my mvordj if my 
supenors ' he paused 

‘Proceed boldly/ said the Begeut * Wliat if thy supeiiois 

said aught that ncaily touched yoia maater^s honoui ? ’ 

‘1 would say,' leplied Gimme, ‘that he did ill to slandei the 
absent, and that my master was a man who could render an 
account of hzs actions to any one who should manfully demand 
it of him to his feco ' 

‘And it weie manfully said/ leplicd the Regent ‘What 
thinkest thou, my Lord of Morton V 

‘I think/ replied Morton, ‘timt if the young gallmni 
lesemble a certain ancaent Jiiend of oius as much m the emft 
of his disposition as ho docs m eye and in biou, tl^o may w 
a wide diflbience botwitt what he means and what he speaks 
‘And whom meanest thou that he lesembles so olosdyl 


^^Even tL true and trusty Julian Avcncl/ leplicd Moiton 
‘But this youth belongs to the Dobateable Laud, said 

be BO, but JuIiBU wb an outlying atiikei of 
venison, and made many a fai cast when he had a f.m doe in 

> ’ said the Eegent, ‘ this is bnt idle talk Hoic, 
thou Hyndmaa— thou ouiiosity,’ calling to tbo nahci, ^ j‘o 
ontoied; ‘ conduct this youth to his eompanion 1 on mil bot^ 
he said to Grteme, ‘keep yomselvcs nuoadin^ 
ahoi't notioe ’ Ax4 ^len motioning to him conrtoonob 
diau, he bioke np the mtemevr 
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It IS and IS not-^*ti3 the tiling I songht for, 

Hi»e kneeVd for, ptay’d for, risk'd my fame and life for, 
And yet it is not^no more than the mdovr 
Upon Iho hard, cold, flat, and polish’d minor 
la fho norm, gracefnl, rounded, Imng suhstanee 
Wluoh it ptesents in fonn and Imeament. 

Old Flay 


Thb Mith gxavily nhich ill concealed a jealous scowl, 
conducted Roland Groeme to a loner apartnieut> where he 
found his comrade the falconer The man of office then btiefij 
acquainted them that this would be their residence till his 
Gr^s further orders , that they were to go to the pantiy', to 
the butteij, to the cellar, and to the kitchen, at the usual 

boors, to receive the allowances becoming their station 

instruotiQns which Adam WoodcocVs old famihanly with, 
the court made him perfectly understand 'For jour 
he said, 'you must go to me hostelry of St Michael's, in 
respect the palace is now full of the domestics of the greater 
nobles * ” 


No was the usber’s back tamed than Adam exclaimed, 
with all the glee of eager cunosity, ‘And now, Mastei Roland, 
taie news ^the news, come, unbutton thy pouch ^nd give ua 
tidm® U'hat says the Regent? Asks he for Adam 
noodcodc? And is all soldered up, or must the Abbot of 

Unrcasicui etmti fm* tf. 9 ’ 


‘All 18 tcU in quartei,’ said the page, ‘and fm the 

a-"**- ■■a 

TMiegar-faced rogue 

uaavn... ^ uiqnue nhat Popisli tran^m you ireie 

By the the metal \rauld have been confiscated 


T 1“^ y®®' ®“®' mttle-trap yonder at AveneL 

^ hich Mrs LOias bears about on ber sboes L guis^rf I ^ 
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of shoD-lmckles Tins comes of canymg Popidi racknaefcets 
about you ’ V « jT 

‘The jade»» exdaimed Boland Giaime, ‘has she melted 
down my rosaiy into buckles foi her clumsy hoo^ which will 
set off such a garnish neaily as well as a cow*s might? But, 
hauff hci, let hei ke^ them j many a dog^s tuck hai e I played 
old lalia^ foi want of having something better to do, and the 
buckles \e2ll serve foi a lememhranoe Do you lemembci the 
vez juice J put into the coznfiti^ when old Wingate and she weic 
to bie<ikfast togetbei on Pkstei monung?’ 

‘In tioth do Ij Mastei Boland, the major^omo’s mouth 
was as Giooked as a hawk's beak for the whole moinmg aftci- 
waids, and any othei page m joui loom would have tasted the 
discipline of the portei's lodge for it But my lady's favour 
stood between your skin and many a jerking Lord send jou 
may be the bottei foi her ’protection, in such matters ^ ’ 

‘ I am at least giatcful foi it^ Adam , and 1 am glad you put 
me 111 mind of it ' 

‘Weil, but the newi^ my young master,' said Woodcock — 
‘spell me the tidings , what aie we to fly at xient^ Tlliat did 
the Begent say to you?' < 

‘ Nothing that I am to repeat again,’ said Boland Grromc, 
shaking his head 

‘lYhy, hey-day,' said Adam, ‘how prudent we are become 
all of a sudden ’ You have advanced laiely m bnef 
Idaster Boland You have wcllnigh had youi head broken, 
and }ou hare gamed your gold chain, and you liavo made an 
enemy, Hiliastei Ushei to wit, with his two legs like hawks' 
peiohes, and you liave hod audience of the first man lu the realm, 
and bear as much mysteiy m yom biow as if voa bad fiown in 
the courtly evei since you weie hatched 1 behove in my 
sou] you would run witli a piece of the egg-sbcli on join head 
like the cuilewa^ which — would we weio after them agom — 
we used to call whaups m the hahdome and its ncighboiuhood 
But sit thee down, boy, Adam Woodcock was nevei the lad to 
seek to enter into foibidden scciets — sit tliee down, and I will 
go fetch the viveia , I ^ow the butlei and the pantlcr of old ’ 
The good-natuied falconer set forth upon his enmnd, buaj- 
mg himself about ptocuiing their icfieshment, and during his 
absence Boland Gnome abandoned himself to the strange, com- 
plicated, and yet heoibstining loflections to whidi tlie events 
of the morning had given rise Yesterday he was of neitlier 
maik noi likelihood, a vagiant boy, the attendant on a ic 1 ati\e 
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of i^hosG sane Judgment ho himself had not the highest opinion , 
hut now he had become, he Imew not ^\hy, oi whexefoic, or to 
nhat extent^ the custodier, as the Scottish phrase ^ent, of some 
impmtant state semet, ra the safe keepmg of which Ac Eegent 
h uu«^ elf was conceLucd* It did not dnninisli fioxn, but rathm 
added to^ the mteiest of a situation so unexpected that Boland 
himself did not perfectly understand wheiein he stood com- 
mitted by the state secrets in which he had unwittmgly become 
paitioipator On the contiaxy, ho felt like one who looks on a 
romantic landscape, of which he sees the featuies foi the first 
time, and then obMuied with mist and dnving tempest Tlie 
unperfect glimpse which the eye catches of rocks, tiees, and 
other objects aiound hun adds double digmty to these shrouded 
mountains and darkened abysses, of which the height, depth, 
and extent are left to imagination 

But mortals, especially at the well-appetised age which 
precedes twenty years, are seldom so much engaged either 
hy real or conjectural subjects of speculation but that then 
earthly wants claim then hour of attention And with many 
a smile did om heio, so the reader may term him if he will, 
had the leappearance of his fnend AdiW Woodcock, bearing 
on one wooden platter a tremendous portion of boiled beef, and 
on another a plentiful allowance of gicens, or lather what the 
Scotch call lang-kalc A gioom followed with hiead, salt, and 
the other means of setting forth a meal , and when they had 
both placed on the oaken table what th^ bore m their hands, 
the falconei ohseived that, smoc he knew the court, it had got 
bardei and baider every day to the pool gentlemen and yeomen 
retainer^ but that now it was an absolute flaying of a flea for 
the hide and t^ow Such thronging to the wi^et, and such 
churlish ausweis, and such hare 1^-hones, such a shouldeimg 
at the buttery-hatch and coliarage, and nought to he gam^ 
beyond small insufficient sm^e ale, or at best with a smglo 
^straike’ of malt to counterbalance a double allowance of water, 
*By the mass, though, my young fnend,’ said he, while he 
saw the food disappearing fast under Roland’s active exertions, 

‘ it IS not so well to lament for former tim^iS as to take the 
ad\nntage of the present, else we are hkc to lose on both 
sides’ 

So saying, Adam Woodcock drew his chan towards the table, 
unsheathed his knife (for every one earned that miruste^ 
festive drstnbution for himselQ, and imitated his young com- 
panion’s example, who for the moment hod lost his anxiety for 
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tho future in the eager satisfaction of an appetite i^arpened by 
youth and ab'atincnce 

In truth, they mode, though the nuteruls irere sufSciently 
simple, a tcij respectable meal at the expense of the ro^al 
alloiii ance , and Adf^ Woodcock, notw ithstanding the deliberato 
censure winch he had passed on the household beer of the 
palace, liad taken the fourth deep draught of the black-jack 
cic he remembered him that he had spoken m its dispnii*«e 
Then, flinging himself jolhly and luxnnously liack in an old 
Danske elbow'-chair, and loo^ng with careless glee tm\aids the 
page, extendmg at the same time his ngbt leg, and stretching 
the other easily over it^ he reminded his companion that he had 
not yet heard the ballad \rhich he had made for tho Abbot of 
Unreason’s revel And accozdmgly he struck merrily up with 

*The Popei that pagan fall of pnd^ 

Ens ohnded ns inll lang 


Holand Grmm^ who felt no great delight, as may he supposed, 
in the falconer’s satire, considering its subject^ began to snatch 
up his mantle and fling it around his shoulders, an action which 
instantly interrupted the ditty of Adam Woodcock ^ * 

'^Vheie the vengeance are yon going now,’ he said, *thou 
restless boy? Thou hast qincksilrei in the vems of thee to a 
certainty, and canst no more abide any douce and sensible com- 
mmiing than a boodless hawk would keep perched on my wnst^’ 
'Why, Adam,’ replied the pagei, 'if you must needs know, 
I am about to take a walk and look at fliis fan: ciiy One may 
as well be still mew ed up m the old castle of th<* lake, if one is 
to sit the Inebng mght between four walls, and hearken to 

old ballads ’ , , * i j 

'It IS a new ballad, the Lord help thee * replied Adam, 
‘and that one of the best that ever was matched with a lonsing 


choms ' , , 1. 

‘Be it s(^' said the page, ‘I will hear it another day, when 
the ram is dashing against the windows, and there is neither 
steed stomp in g nor spur jinking, nor feather waving in tlie 
neighbourhood, to mar my marking it well Bu^ even now 
I want to he m tno world, and to look about me ’ j v 

‘But the never a stride shall you go ’"uthoul m^’ j « 
falconer, ‘until the R^t shall take you whole andsou^ off 
my hand, and so, if you will, we may go to 
Michael’s, and there j-ou will see company enough, but 
the casement, mark jou me, for as to rambling through the 
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skest to sedk SeTuons dnd and &aTn^ a dozen hfiBS 

diillfcd in your nevr jacket: wiSt rapio: and poiJffd I ttjl yield 
BO Tcay to it ’ 

*To tte bosfcelry of St lliichaers. dien. toLoE m^tearfc: 
saM. the page • and they left the palace accordni^y. racdered 
to the senrmelh at the gate who had now token. i£en: hn: 

the evening, a scnct account of their names and buanese were 
d^ndssed liirocgh a small wicket of che dcse-barced prrtaL 
and soon reached die nm or hcscehy <k St ^IichoeL whlLh. 
stood hi a large (CTrtjaxd. o£c the pLi-m 'screet clo^ tracer the 
descect o£ the Calcon EUL The place wide, waste nrre em- 
^irtable* resembled rather an Eastern eaxa^azsaxy where men 
found shelter mdeed, but were obliged to scppfy thmsebnia 
with everythrog else, one of our modem Hnfs — 

TThere iU3C oiie corocitt sbaTI ta those he lose, 

'Kho never ask. or nevoc &eL the ense 


But stilL to the raespenenced eye of EoLind GnEcie. the busdie 
and conroaion. or this place of public resort fnr rtTghiv T 
and amusement In the Ltrge mom. into whmh th^had rather 
their own way than been, ushered by minia host travuLers 
and natrveh of the mey entered and depairtad. met and urceted. 
gamed cr drank together mnnmg the stmngjest contrast cc the 
stem and monotonous order and. sdence with which 
were conducted in the wenrardeced household or the Enfirfit; 
AveneL AEiersatzcn or every kruL ream hrawlhnr to jesfcsnm 
was going Ptt ammg the grmps around them, and vet t£fi 
noise and m i ngle d vomes seemed to distnrfc no one and mdeed 
to be noticed by no others than, hw those who cemrrsed the 
group to which the speaker beloEgfid. 

TT.- y r 


Itself a^ IiATiaa: here ensconced hnnself and hss comnanfim. 

re&Esfimfflita - and i Uraec. a&cr fae fimi 
snouted for the twentieth tnre acctmmicdited litm xri xhe 
r>.iiiaEis of a cold capon, and a nau^s tonane tagetherTraiL .i 
F^!. S’? 1*^ «yT .feai a stonp rt 

^lind. fcoHl lie. -Hrlign he sair himself tLos acccicmrdjssc. ‘and 
let cam cctce to^moncew J 

Bra P^Ii^ tad ea^ tco kMr w enjV ^ geed cheer, 
md feeh^ tH cmicsny rach ^er x4i ha arpefee. Bo 
cuu-e u his cnoice to looe enS of me kttree. which. 
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n large jard snnonnded by the stables of the hosteliy, and fed 
hib ejcB on tbo busy biglit beneath ^ wlnle Adam 'Woodcock, 
aftei be liad compai^ his companion to the Land of ^lao- 
Farlone’s gees^ 'who liked their play better than then mcat^^ 
disposed of his time ^ith the aid of cup and trenchci, occasion- 
ally humming the burden of his birth-strangled ballad, and 
beating time to it '^ith his fingers on the httle round table 
In this CNCFCisc ho ^as frequently interrupted by the exclama- 
tions of lub companion, as ho saw something nenv in tbo yarrl 
beneath to attract and interest him 

It n as a busy scene, for the numbei of gentlemen and nobles 
uho ttere now crowded mto the city Iiad filled all spaie stables 
and places of public reception wiih then horses and mihtaiy 
attendants Thcie wcie some score of yeomen dressing then 
own or ^eir mastorb’ horses in the yard — ^whistling, singing, 
laughm^ and upbraiding each other, in a style of wit whtdi 
the good Older of Avenel Castle lendmed strange to Eblaiid 
Giecme’s oars Others were busy lepoinng tlieir own arms, ot 
cleaning those of their masters One fellow, having just bought 
a bundle of twenty spears, was sitting in a comer, employed iii 
painting the white staves of the w'capons with jellow *iind 
vermilion Other lackeys led laige staghound^ oi wolf-dogs, 
of noble race, carefully muzzled to prevent accidents to 
passengers All came and went» mured together and separated, 
imder tlie ddighted eje of the pogi^ whose imaginafaon had 
not even conceived a scene so gaily diversified with the objects 
he had most pleasure in beholding, so that he was perpetually 
breaking the quiet reveno of honest Woodcock, and tlio mental 
piogress w hich he was making in his ditty, by exclaiming, * Look 
here, A^m — look at the bonny bay harso, St Anthony, what 
a gallant forehand he hath got* And sec the goodly ^y, 
w hich yonder fellow in the fne/e jacket is dressing as aw kwaidly 
as if bo had never touched ought but a cow , I would I wwo 
nigh him to teach liim his trade * And 3 o you, Adiim, tod gaj 
JHan amour that the 3'coman is scourmg, all steel and silvei, 
like our kxught^ prime siut^ of whicli old Wingate m^cs sudi 
account And fee io yonder prettj- wench, Adam, who comes 
tripping through them oil with bermilk-pail , I warrant me s 0 
has bad a long rnilk fmn tlie loming; slio h^ a s^mel 


wail 


*By mv hood, lad,' answered the falconer, *it is well 
Ihon ■B'ert bionght up irhare grace grovr Even in tlio Caslilo 
*■ ISec J7r« ^onoaenf M, p 377 J 
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of AtoucI tliOMort a ^ild-blood enougli j but liodbt thou bceu 
nurtured here^ \nthm a flightshot of the courts thou hadst 
been the veiicst crack-hemp ^ a pge that erci \\ ore feather m 
thy bonnet or steel by thy ude , tmjj I 'wish it may end Arell 
ivith thee * 

^Nay, but leave thy bcuselcss hummmg aud dnimimug, old 
AdaiO} and come to the umdou cio thou habt drenched tliy 
senses m the pmt-pot thoio Sec, here comes a meny mmsttd 
with his mowd, and a wench with him, that dances witli bcllb 
at hei ankles , and see, the yeomon and pages leave then horses 
and the aimoui they weie cleanmg, and gathei lomid, as is 
very natural, to heoi ihe mumc Come, old Adam, wo imII 
tb&ei too* 

'You shall call me out” if I do go don n,* said Adam, 'you 
oie near as good miustrel^ as the staollei can make, if you had 
but the giace to hsteu to it* 

*But thei\enoh m the stammel waistcoat is stq^mgtooi 
Adam , by Heaven, they aie gomg to dance i Fneze jacket 
wants to dauco with stammel waistcoat, but she is cot 
iccusout’ 


Then suddenly changmg his tone of Iciity into one of deep 
mteicst and surprise, he eidaimod, ‘ Queen of Heaven * what 
IS it that I seel* and then remained silent 
The sage Adam Woodcotdc, who was m a suit of languid 
degree amused with the pag^s exclamations, even while he 
piof^ed to despise them, became at length rathei dosnous to 
set hiB tongue once moic a^mg, that ho might enjoy the 
supoiioiity afifoided by his own intimate familianty with all the 
cnoumstauecs which excited m his young compamon’s mmd so 
mudi wonderment 


‘ ra, then,’ he said at last, ' ahat is it jou do see, Mastei 
liotod, that you ha^o become mute all of a sudden?* 

Boland letumed no answer 

I say, Maste Boland Gnenc,’ said the falconer, ‘it is manners 
in my coiniby foi a man to speak nhen ho is spoken to ’ 


"TiT** hib can (rf wme, and camo to 

Boland, ^0 ^ hke a statue^ with his eyes eagerly bent on 

Woodcock Has imaSe to detect 

dcseiK 
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^ The lod IS nidzcd * * said the falcouci to hi ms elf 

But Belaud Giiome liad good icasons for his suipnsc, 
Uiough they neio not such as ho ooidd communicate to his 
compaiuou 

Tho touch of the old niiusticl’s instinment, foi he had 
alicady begun to play, had dmiin m soieial auditors fiom tho 
btreot^ Mhoii one oiitoicd the gate of the yard ^hoso appeal- 
aiico oNclusivcly ancsted the attention of Boland Gnome Ho 
of his o\in age, oi a good deal youngei, and from his 
ill css and bcainig might be of the same lauk and callmg, 
having all the an of coxcombiy and pretension aliicli acoozded 
inith a handsome, though slight and Ion, figuio and an elegant 
dress, in mit hid by a huge piupio cloak As lie cntoied, he 
cast a gianco up tonards tho niudons^ and, to his eUiemo 
astoiuslmont) undci the purple voliet bminet and 'nlnto 
fcathci, Boland iccogniscd the features so deeply impressed on 
his memozj, tho hnght and clustoicd tiessci^ tho laughing 
full blue eyes, tho ncU-foimcd cychroivs, tho nose nith tlie 
slightest possible mclmation to bo aquiliuG, tlic inby hp, of 
nbioh an aich and halfsuppicsscd smile seemed tho habitual 
o\pios 5 iou — m shorty tbe form and face of Cathenue Serton, 
in man’s attire, bonorci, and mimiokiug, os it seemed not 
unsuccessfully, the bcaniig of a juuthful &it fomnrd page 

*St Geoige and St ^Vndicn cvclaimcd the mazed BoLmd 
Gnome to himself, ^nas thoie e\or such an audacious quean i 
She seems a little ashamed of hci mummci^' too^ foi she holds 
the lap of her doak to hei facc^ and hei colour is heightened , 
buf^ Sanota lilaiia, ho\r slic threads the throng, with ns firm 
and bold a stop as if she hod neici tied potticont round her 
'nai 8 t> Holy saints ^ she holds up hci ndmg-rod as if she 
uould lay it about some of their ears that stand most in her 
hand of my fatlier* she hears herself like the 
very model of pagehood Hey * nlmt > sme she vrill not stiike 
fiieze jai^ot in earnest?’ But he nus not long loft in doubt, 
for the lout u horn he hod befoie lepeatedly noticed, standing in 
the uay of the bustling page, and maintaining his place with 
douuidi obstmacy 01 &tupidit3S the advanced iidmg-rod 
without a momofit’s hesitation, sharply applied to his shoulders, 
111 a manner irhich made him spnng aside, rubbing the part of 
tlio body whidi liad icceircd so unceremonious a birt that it 
was m the way of his betters The party mjuicd growled 
foith an oath or two of indignation, and Boland Grtemo began 
to think of flying downstairs to the assistance of the traudated 
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Catherine, but the laugh of the yaid uus against fnezo 
jacket, Tfhich indeed bad, in those days, small <hance of fan 
play m a quancl uith vehet and embroidery, so that the 
fellofw, who uas a menial m the Inn, slunk back to finish his 
task of diessmg the bonny grey, laughed at by 'oil, but most 
by the ^ench in the btammel waistcoat, lus fcllou -servant, 
uho, to cro^n his disgrace, liad the cruelty to cast an app]aud- 
mg smile upon the author of the injury, uhile^ with a fi^om 
more like the milkmaid of the ton n than she of the plains, she 
.iccosted him uith— *Is there any one you uant here, my 
ptet^ gentleman, that you seem m such haste 1 ’ 

4 seek a slip of a lad,' said the seemuig gallant, * with a 
qnig of holly m his cap, black hair, and black cj^cs, giccn 
jacket, and Ihe air of a country coscomb, I hare sought him 
tbiou^ every dose and alley m the Cknongato— the fiend gore 
him»' 


‘TNTiy, God-a-meicy, nun muttered Roland Grmmc, much 
bowilde^ 


said the ucnch of the mn 
• ‘Do,* said the gallant squue, ‘and if you brmg me to him 
you shall have a groat to-night, and a kiss on Sunday uheu 
you have on a deanei kirtle * 

‘Why, God-a-mercy, mm ' ’ agam mutteicd Boland, this is 
anoteaho^eE La* 

In a moment aftei the servant entered the loom, and usheicd 
m ihe object of Ins surprise 

While the dii^ised vestel looked vith unabadied bon, 
and hdd and rapid ^nce of her ^e. throu^ the vanous 
pnrtiM m the large old room, Roland Grme, who fdt an m- 
temal awkuard sense of basWul confusion, uhich lie deemed 


« — vuiuauiiQi w WUIUI 

he aspired, determined not to be hrrni beaten and put doun by 
this singular female, but to meet her with a glance of recogni- 
tion so sly, so peneteatmg, so expressively humorons, as sh^ 
show hw at once he uas m possession of her secret and master 
of her fate, and should compel her to humble herself towards 
iu^ at least into the look and maimer of re^ctful and depre- 


^ planned, but, just as Roland had 


& 1 , iTiumpn, ne enoounteied 

tho bold, film, aad steady gaze of his brother or sister page, 
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'v^ho, cast-iDg on him a fnltoa glance, and icoognising him al: 
ouco Oh tlio object of his scoioh, Mulkod up i\ith tlie most im- 
Gouccincd look, tlio most fioe and undaunted composuie, and 
liojJcd him ujth ‘You, six holly-top, I ^^ould speak mth you ’ 

The steady coolness and assuninco with tv Inch these tvoids 
were uttcicd, although the voice was the voiy voice he had 
heard nt the old convent^ and although the fcatuics moie nearly 
icsembled those of Cathoiino when seen close thou when view^ 
ftoxn a distance, pioduccd, ncvcxtlielosEf, such a confusion in 
lloland's nuxid that iio became unoortam whetlioi ho was not 
btill luidoi a jxLibtnko fiom the beguming, the knowing sh rewd- 
ness tvhich bhonld Imve animated his visage faded into a bhocpibh 
bashfulncss^ and the half-suppiessed but most intelligible smile 
beenmo the senseless giggle of one who laughs to cover his ow u 
disoidcr of ideas 

^Do they undcistand a Scotch tongue iii tliy country, holh- 
topf' said tins marvellous specimon of motanxoiphosis 'I 
said I would speak with thee ’ 

^\Vlmt 18 yonr business with my comrade, my yoimg chick 
of the game f * said Adam Woodcock, wnUing to stop lu to hib 
companion’s assistance, though totally at a loss to account ioi 
the Buddou dibappcaiouco of all Bond’s usual sinariuoss nud 
piesonce of mind 

* Nothing to you, my old code of the perch,’ lophcd the 
gallant , ‘go mind yoixi hawks’ Ctistiugs I guess by your bag 
and youi gauntlet tliat you aie squiio of tlio body to a soit of 
kites' 

Ho lauded as ho spoke, and the laugh romnided Boland so 
nicsistibly of the heoity fit of risibility m which Catlienno had 
indulged nt his evpenbo when they first mot in the old nunnoiy, 
that ho could scaice liclp oxoloiming, ‘Cathenue Soyton, b} 
Heavens Ho ohooked the exolomation, however, and onl} 
said, 'I tliiuk, sn, wc tw'o aio not totally stmugers to each 
other ’ 

‘ Wo must have met zu oui dreams, tliou,’ said the 3 outh , 
‘and my days oic too busy to lemembcr what I think on at 
nights ’ 

‘ Or apparently to remomboi upon one day those whom you 
may have soon on the pieecding eve,’ said Bdaud Gimme 

The youth in his turn cast cm him a look of some sutpnso, 
as ho icphc^ ‘I know no moie of what you mean than docs 
the horse I nde on, if there be offence m yom words, you 
pball fiud mo os ready to take it as any lad in Lothian ’ 
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‘T(m know said Boland, Hkough it pleases jon to use 
the language of a simnger, that'witii jou I can have no purpose 
toquai^’ 

‘ Let me do mino ei rand, then, and ho nd of yon,’ said the page 
' Step hither this ^ay, out of that old leathern fist’s hearing ’ 

They 'talked mto the lecess of the T^^mdow, urhich Boland 
had left upon the puth’s eutiance into the apartment The 
messengei then turned his bock on the company, after casting 
a hasty and shoip glance around to see if they were observed 
Boland did the same, and the page in the purple mantle thus 
addressed him, taking at the same time fiom under his doak 
a short but beautifully-nr ought snoid, v^ith the hilt and orna- 
ments upon the sheath of silver, massively chased and over- 
gilded *I bring you this T^eapon from a fnend, uho gives it 
you under the solemn condition that }ou \»iYL not unsheathe 
it until you are commanded by your rightful sovcieign For 
your warmth of tempei is known, and the piesumption with 
which you intrude yomaeif mto the quanels of others, and, 
thorefde, this is laid upon pu as a penance by those who wish 
you well, and whose hand will influence your destiny for good 
or f(Jr evil. This is what I was charged to tell you So if you 
will give a fon word for a fan swoid, and pledge pm piomise, 
with hand and glove, good and well, and if not, I will cany 
back Cakbnm to those who sent it ’ 

‘And may I not a^ who these arer said Roland Grmme, 
ndminng at the same tiino the beauty of the weapon thus 
ofleicd mm 


‘lly commission m no way leads me to answei such a ones* 
tion,’ said he of the purple mantle 

But if I am offended,' said Boland, * may I not diaw to 
defend mysdfV 

‘Not this weapon,’ answered the swoid-bearer ; ‘hut pu 
have youi own at command, and, besides, for what do you weai 
pmpomaid?’ ^ 

‘Poi no good,' said Adam Woodcock, irho had now 
approached dose to them, *and that I can witness os nell as 
anyone' , 

‘Stand back, follow,' said the messenger: ‘tliou hast an 
mtrusiTC, ouuous face, that will come by a buffet if it is found 
\ihero It has no concern ' 

Malapertl ' said Adam, drawing 


\ 
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*Bo patient, Adam Woodcook,’ said Holand GnEmo, ‘and 
tet me pray you, fair sir, since by snob addition yon ohooso 
ibi the present to bo addressed, may I nob bardy unsheathe 
this Tveapon, m pure simplicity of desire to know whether 
so fair a lult and scabbard are matched with a befitting 
bladef’ 

* no manner of means/ said the messengei , 'at a word, 
you must take it undei ihe promise that you never draw it 
until you receive the commands of your lawful sovereign, or you 
must leave it alone ' 

' Under that condition, and conm^ from your faendly hand, 
I accept of the sword,’ said Edland, taking it horn his handy 
'but credit me, that if we are to work together m any weighty 
empnse, as I am mduced to believe^ some eonfidence and open- 
ness on your port will be necessaiyto give ihe nght impulse to 
my zeal I press for no more at present, it is enough that you 
understand me ’ 

'I understand you i ’ said the page, exhibiting the appear- 
ance of unfeigned suipnse m his turn ‘Benounce me if 1 do < 
Here you strad pggeting, and snigglmgy and lo(h;i]ig cunmng^ 
as if there were some mighty matter of intngue and conSmon 
understanding betwixt you and me, whom you nevei set youi 
eyes on befoze i ’ 

* What > ’ said Boland Gneme, ' will you deny that we have 

met before 1 ’ > 

'Marty that I will, in any Christian courts’ said the othei 
page 

'And will you also deny,’ said Boland, 'that it was recom- 
mended to us to study each othei’s features wdl, thai^ m whatp 
ever disguise ^e time might impose upon each should 
recognise m the other the secret agent of a mighty wroikl 
Do not you remember that Sister Magdalen and Dame 
Bridget * 

messenger heie interrupted him, shrugging up his 
shoulders with a look of compassion — ' Bridget and Magdalen I 
why, this IB madness and dreaming f Hark ye, Master Holly- 
top, youi witeLare gone on wool-gathenng, comfort youraw 
with a caudle, that^ your brain-sick noddle with a woollen 
nightcap, and so God be with you > ’ 

As he concluded this pdite partmg address, Adam Woodcock, 
who was ft gam seated by the table on whioh stood the now 
empty can, said to him, ' Will you dnnk a cup, young man, in 
the way of courtesy, now you have done your errand, and listen 
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to a good songT and without waiting foi on answei, he com' 
meno^ Iub ditty— 

'The PopO) fbdt jn^n hiB of pnde, 

Hathblmdeans fnllloog — ^ 

It IS piohahle that the good wine had made some mnovation 
in the falconei’B bram, otheiwise he uould have locollectcd 
the danger of inttodocmg anything like political oi polemical 
pleasant mto a pubbc assemblage, at a time when men’s 
mmds weio m a state of great nntability To do him jnstioe, 
he peiceived his enor, and stopped shoit so soon as ho saw that 
the ^oid * Pope’ had at once mten opted the sepaiate conveis^ 
tions of Ihe vaiious parties 'nhich *aere assembled m the apartr 
meat, and that many began to diani themBelTesup,bndle, look 
big, and prepare to take part m the impending brawl, while 
others, moie decent and cautions persons, hastily paid down 
then lawu^ and prepared to leave the place eie bad should 
come to worse 

And to worse it was soon hkely to come, foi no soonei did 
Woodcock’s ditty reach the cai of the stranger page, than, up- 
lifting his ndii^-rod, he esdaimed, * He who speaks ineveiently 
of the Holy Fathei of the chuich m my piesrace is the cub of 
a heietic wolf-bitoh, and I will switch him as I would a monewi 
cmi’ ^ 

‘And I will bleak % young pate,’ said Adam, ‘if thou 
daiest to lift a finger to me ’ And then, m defiance olS the young 
Drawcannr’s threats, with a stout heaxt and dbuntless accent, 
he again uplifted the stave, 


HathUinded- 

But Adam was able to proceed no fartlier, bemg himself un- 


O''- BUKW.W ttuu buo iuuigmiiy, 

the falconer started up, and daiklmg as he was— foi his wes 
TOtewd too fcst to ponmt his seemg anything— he aould soon 
have taa at dose gnps aith his mbdlent sdversary, had not 
AOland Gneme, contrary to his uatttre, played foi once the 
pmdent man and the peacemakei, and thrown himself betwut 
wiem, implonng Woodcock’s patience ‘You know not,’ he 
said, ‘with whom you have to do And thou,* addressing the 
messengci, who stood scornfully laughing at Adam’s rage, ‘get 
thee gotten whoever thou aib, if thou Vst what I gu^ 
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the^ tbon irell biiOTrest there aie earnest reasons why tiiou 
^ouldst ’ 

' Thou hast hzt it nght for once, holly-top/ said the gallant) 
^ though I guess you drew your how at a venture Here, host, let 
this yeoman have a pottle of wme to wash the smart out of his 
^eS) and there is a French cronn for him ’ So saying, lie 
tl^w the piece of money on the table, and left tho aj^rtmcot 
with a quick yet steady pace, lookmg fiimly at nght and left, 
as if to de^ mtemzption, and snapping his fingers at two or 
three resectable buighers, who^ declanug it \vas a shame tlint 
any one should be sufiered to nint and ndfie m defence of the 
Pope, were lahonrmg to find the hilts of then saord^ i^hich had 
got for the present unhappily entangled in the folds of then 
cloaks But^ as the adversary was gone ere any of them had 
zeached his a eapon, they did not think it necessaxy to unsheathe 
cold iron, but merely obseived to each other, 'This is more than 
masterful violence, to see a poor man stricken in the face just 
for attig ing a ballad agamst the TVbore of Babylon * If tho 
Pope’s champions are to be bangsters m oui veiy change^ 
houses^ we shall soon have the old shavdings back again ’ 

'The provost should look to it,’ said another, 'and h^\o 
some five oi siv armed with partizans, to come in upon the first 
whistle, to teach these gallants their lesson For, look jou, 
neigbboui Lngleather, it is not for decent householders like 
onmelves to be brawling with the godless grooms and pert pages 
of tho nobl^ that are bied up to httle else sa%o bloodshed and 

^or In that, neighbour,’ said Lugleathei, 'I would haw 
cumed that youngster as properly os evci I cumed a lamb’s 
bide, had not the hilt of my bilbo been for the instant beyond 
my grasp, and before I could turn my girdle, gone was my 
master * ’ 

*Ay,’ said the others^ 'the deni go uith him, and peace 
abide with us, I give my lede, neighbours, tliat we pa\ the 
lawzng^ and bo stepping homeward, like brother and brotlicr, 
for old St Giles’s is tolling cm few, and the street grows danger- 
ous at night ’ • , , j 

With that the good burghers adjusted their cloaks ana pre- 
pared for their departure, while he that seemed the bnsKest of 
the thiec, lanng his hand on his Andrea rerram, ^scntKi, 
'That they that spoke in pmisc of tho Pope on tlic High^rc 
of Edinburgh had best bniig the sword of St Peter to defend 
thenL* 
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While the ill-humour excited by the msolenoo of tlio young 
ariEtocrat XTas thus evaporating in empty menace, Roknd 
Ghmme had to contiol the far more senous indignation of Adam 
Woodcock ‘ Why, man, it "was but a switch amoss the mazzaid , 
blow youi nose, dry yoin eyes, and you will see all the better 
foi it* 

*By this wliich I cannot see,* said Adam Woodcook, 
*thou hast been a false fiieud to me, young man, ncithei 
taking up my nglitful quarrel nor lotting me dglit it out 


‘Fy foi shame, Adam Woodcock,* replied the youth, deter- 
mined to turn the tables on him, and become m turn the 
coimselloi of good order and peaoeablo demeanour — ‘I say, 
fy foi shame 1 Ala^ that you 'vmU speak thus! Hmc aio 
you sent \nih me, to prevent my innocent youth getting into 
snares ' 

*1 ivish youi innocent youth were cut shoit with a haltei, 
with all my heart ^ * said Adam, who began to see wrbich way 
tbe admonition tended 

— 'And instead of setting before me,’ continued Boland, 'an 
example of patience and sobnety becommg the falconer of Sii 
Halbert Glcndmumg, you quaff me off I know not how many 
flagons of ale, besides a gallon of wine, and a full measure of 
stiong waters ^ ’ 

'It was but one small pottl^* said poor Adam, whom con- 
sciousness of his own indismetion now reduoed to a merely 
defensive warfaie 

' It was enough to pottle you handsomely, how'ever,* said the 
page ' And then, instead of gomg to bed to sleep off your 
liquoi, must you sit singing youi loistenng songs about popes 
and pagans, till you have got your eyes almost switched out of 
jour head , and but foi my mteiferenoc, whom your drunken 
ingiatitude accuses of desertmg you, yon galliard would have 
cut youi thioat, foi he was whipping out a whmgei as broad as 
my hand and as sharp as a razoi And these aie lessons for 
an inexperienced youth i Oh, Adam* out upon you* — out 
upon j’ou * * • 

‘Manj-, amen, and with all my hoan^* said Adam, 'out 
upon my folly for expeetmg anything but impertment raillery 
fiom a page like thee, that, if he saw liis fathei m a scrape, 
would laugh at him, instead of lending hnn aid * * 

* Nay, but I wnll lend you aid,* said the page, still laughing, 
'that lb, I will lend thee aid to thy chamber, go^ whcie 
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tilou shalt bleep off ’vrine and al^ ire and indjgnation^ and 
Ai^ake the next monung 'nith os much fair ^nt as naturo has 
bles'^cd thee withal Onl\ one thing I will warn thee, good 
Adam, that henceforth and for eier, Tihen thou railestatme 
for being somewhat hot at hand, and rather too prompt to out 
with poniard or so^ thj admonition shall serve as a prologue to 
the memorable adventure of the switching of St Michael’s ’ 
lYith such condoling erpresbions he got the crostfallen 
falconer to his bed, and then retired to Ins own pallet^ where it 
Wcis some tune ere he could fall asleep If the messenger whom 
he bad been were reallj Catberme Seyton, what a masculme 
Tinigo and termagant must she he ^ and stored what an 
iiiinutable command of insolence and assurance * Hie brass on 
her bron would furbish the front of twenty pages, *and I 
bhonid know/ thought Bolaud, 'what that amounts to And 
3-ct, her features, her look, her light gait, her langhmg eyc^ 
the art with which she disposed the mande to show no more 
of her limbs dian needs must be seen — I am glad sbe bad at 
least that grace left — the voicei, the smile — it must hare been 
Catherine Seyton, or the deni m her likeness ■ One thing is 
good, I liBvc "silenced the eternal predications of that as^ Adam 
Woodcock, who has set up for being a preacher and a gorernor 
o\cr me, so soon as he has left the hawks’ mew behind him ’ 
And with this comfortable reflection, jomed to the happy 
indifference which youth bath for the eients of the morrow, 
Roland Gncme fell fast asleep 



CHAPTER XX 

have yoa reft me irom my staff, my gmdoi 
taught my youth, as men teach untamed faloons. 

To use my strength ducreetiy — am reft 
Of comrade and of couusd 1 

Old Hay* 

In the grey of the next raommg’s daum there was a loud knock- 
ing at the gate of the hostahy, and those without^ proclaiming 
that they came m the name of the Regent, were instantly ad- 
mitted A moment or tao afteraards, Michael Wmg-thc-Wind 
stood by the bedside of our travellers 

^Up ' — up • * he said, ‘there is no slumber where Murray hath 
work ’ 

Both deepers sprang up, and began to dress themselves 
‘You, old fnend/ said Wmg-the-Wmd to Adam AYoodcock, 
‘must to horse instantly, with this packet to the monks of 
Xonnaquhair, and with this^’ ddivenng them as he spoke, ‘ to 
the Kmght of Avend * 

‘As much as commanding the monks to annul their election, 
ni 'uarrant me, of an abl^t,’ quoth Adam Woodcock, as he 
put ihe packets into his bag, ‘ and chargmg my master to sec 
it done To hawk at one brother with another is less than fair 
play, methinks ‘ 

‘Fash not thy beard about it, old bey,’ said Midiad, ‘hut 
betake thee to the saddle presently, for if these orders are not 
obeyed there will he bare walls at the kirk of St Mary’s, and 
it may he at the Castle of Avenel to boot , for I heard my Lord 
of Morton loud with the Regent, and w e are a pass that wo 
cannot stand with him anent trifles ’ 

‘But,’ said Adam, ‘touebmg the Abbot of Unreason — what 
say th(y to that outbreak 1 An they he shrewishly disposed, 
I were better pitch the packets to Satan, and take the other 
side of the Border for my bicld ’ 

‘ 0, that was passed over as a ]cst,^8mGe there was httlc harm 
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douo Buty hark thcc, Adam/ contmued his comradcy thero 
Avoro n do^oQ 'inccint abbacies m 3 our load, n^hcthcr of jest or 
cainesty ica&on 01 uureabon, diaw thoiinovci onoof tlieii mities 
o\cr thy bioiiva The timo is not fitting, man^ beside^ our 
maiden longs to chp the neck of a fat churchman ’ 

'SIio bball ue\or shcci mino m that capocxl^^’ said the 
falconoi, \\hild ho knotted the keichxef in tuooi throe double 
folds nionnd hxs sunburnt bull-nock, calling out at tho same 
time, ‘Mastoi Roland — ^Master Roland, make hostel e must 
back to porch and mow, and, tliauk Rea's cn more than oui own 
wit, witli oui bonos whole, and without a stab in tlio stomacli ' 
*Niiy, Imty* said Wing- tho- Wind, Hho page goes not back 
with you tUo Regent has othci omploymont for liim ’ 

'Saints and sonowB*’ exclaimed tho faloonm 'Master 
Roland Grcemc to lomain hoio, and I to ictuin to Axcnoli 
WI13", it cannot be tho child cannot manage himself in this 
wide woild without me, and I question if lie will stoop to any 
othei whistle tilian mine ownj tlieie ore times I myself can 
}iudl3 bnng liun to my luro ’ 

It was at Roland’s tongue's end to wy something coneeinmg 
the occasion they had foi using mutually each othor^s pnidenco , 
but the ical anuoty which Adam oiinccd at parting with him 
took nwny his disposition to such niigtacious lailloij^ Tlio 
fcilconci did not nltogothm escape, however, for, m turning his 
face tow aids the latticor his fnond Michael caught u glimpse of 
it, and exclaimed, ‘I piitlico, Adam Woodcock, wliat host iuiw 
been doing with thcbo eyes of thine 1 They aio swelled to the 

Btaitmg fiom tho socket < * , x 

'Nought m tho woild/ said he, aftci casting a deprecating 
glance at Roland Giremo, 'but the effect of deeping m tins 
d— — d tiuckle without a pillow* * 

'Win*, Adam Woodcock, thou must be giown strangely 
dainty/ said his old companion, 'I have known thee sleep 
all night with no bettei pillow than a bush of ling, and 
start up with the sun as gleg as a falcon, and now tmno eyes 
lescmble- 


‘ Tudi, man, jahnt signifies how mine oyes look now ^ 
Adam 'Let us but loast a crab-apple, pour a pottle m aio 
on It, and bathe oni thioata withal, thou shnit sec a obango 

^And thou wilt bo m heart to smg thy jolly ballad about 

tho Pope 1 ' said his comrade , 

* Ay, diat I will/ replied the falconer, ‘that is, when wo have 
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left this quiet town livo miles 110111116. us, if you wriU tako youi 
hobby and ndc so fax on my way ’ 

‘ Nay, that I may not,^ said Michael ^ ' I can but stop to 
partake youi morumg’s di aught, and see you fairly to hoise , 
1 wiU see that they saddle them, and ‘toast the crab for tlicc, 
without loss of time ’ 


During his absence the falconer took the page by tbe hand 
'May I never hood hawk again,’ said the good-natured feUow, 
*if I am not as sony to port with you as if you were a child of 
mine own, craxing pardon fox the freedom , I cannot tell what 
makes mo love you so much, unless it be for the reason that I 
loved tlie vicious devil of a brown Galloway nag, whom my 
master the knight called Satan, till Master 'Warden olianged 
hxs name to Seyton , for ho said it was over boldness to call a 

beast aftoi the Kmg of Darkness * 

'And,’ mA the page, ‘it was over baldness in him, I tiox\, 
to call a 'VICIOUS brute after a noble family ’ 

'Well,* proceeded Adam, ' Seyton or Satan, I loved that nag 
over oveiy othci horse in the stable* There was no sleepmg 
on Ins back ho was for ever fidgetmg, bolting, rearmg, biting, 
ktckmg, and giving you work to do, and maybe tbe meosiuc 
of youi bock on the heather to the boot of it all And I think 
I love you better than any lad m the castle for the self-same 
quahtics ’ 


'Thanks — ^thanks, kind Adam I regard myself bound to 
you for the good estunataon m -whicb you hold me ’ 

Nay, interrupt me not,’ said the falconer, 'Satan was a 
good nag But, I say, I think I shall call the two eyases 
after you— the one Eolnnd and the other Grasme, and, while 
Adam W oodcock lives, be sure you have a fnend Here is to 
tnco, my dear son * 

heartily rctiimed the giasp of the hand, and 
holing taken a deep draught, continued his fareiiell 


MO three things I unm you agauist, Boland, now 

ti 'Without my expcnonce 

to assist you In the first place, never diaw dagger on sheht 

nbhofcvT+l *7^ “on 8 doublet is not so well stuffed as a certain 
abbots that you ^ot of Secondly, fly not at evoiy pictty girh 

fonfatwa, keep it dose, it is weighty, andmav benefit von at 
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IK orfchy picaclicr sajs^ beware of the pottlo-pot it has drenched 
the judgment of wiser men than you 1 could bring some 
iiibtanccB of itk bnt I daresay it nec^th not j for if you should 
forget yonr own mishaps, you will scarce fad to lemembermmo 
And so farewell, my dear sou ' 

Boland returned his good wishes, and faded not to send his 
humble duty to Ins kind lady, cbaiging the falconer at tbo same 
tiino to express lus icgrot that he i^ould have offended her, 
and hiB determination so to bear lum m the world that she 


would not bo ashamed of the generous protection she had 
affbrded him 

The falconer embraced his young fnond, mounted his stout, 
lound-mado, trotting nog, which the scrvmg-man who had 
attended him hold toady at the door, and took the road to the 
bouthvmnL A sullen and heavy sound echoed fiom the horsed 
feet, os if indicatuig the sorrow of the good-natured nder Every 
lioof-trcad seemed to tap upon Boland’s heart os he heard his 
conmidc w ithdraw’ with so little of liis usual alert activity, and 
felt that he was once more alone m the world 

He was lOuscd from his reveno by Michael Win^tlio-Wuid, 
w'ho reminded him that it was necessary they should instanliy 
rotmn to the palace, ns my Lord Begcnt went to the sessions 
early in the morning They went thithci oocordingly, and 
Wing-thc-Wind, a favounto old domostLc, who was admitted 
nearer to the Begent's person and pnva<^ than many who^ 
posts were more ostensible^ soon introduced Gnome mto a smau 
matted chamber, where ho had an audience of the present head 
of the troubled state of Scotland The Earl of Munay was 
clad in a sad-colouied morumg-gown, with a cap and dippra of 
the same doth, hut, even m this easy dishabille, heldhw 
sheathed rapor m his hand— a precaution which he adop^ 
when receiving strangers!, rather m comphoncewith the earnest 
icmonstrancos of his fnends and partizans than from any poiv 
wnal apprehensions of his own He answeied with a sitot 
nod the respectful ohmsanco of the page, and t^k one or two 
tuniB through the small apartment m silence, fixing his keen 
eye on Boland, os jf he wished to penetrate mto his very soul 
At length ho broke silence 

*Your n gwie is, I think, Juhan Gimme 1 
• Boland Gnamc, my lord— not Julian,’ replied the page 
iRight— I was mided hysome tnck of 
Gmem^ from the DebateaUe Land Roland, thou knowest tho 
duties 'whioli belong to a lady’s service 1 ’ 
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<1 Bhodd know them, mj loid/ icplied Boland, 'having 
been bred so neai the person of my Lady of Avcnel, but 
I tmst never more to practise them, aa l^c knight hath 


^utucu 

'Be silent, young man/ said the B^ent, 'I am to speak, 
and you to hear and obey It is necessary that, foi some space 
at least, you shall again enter mto the service of a lady, vrho 
m rank bath no equal m Scotland , and this service accom- 
plished, I give thee my ^ord as kmght and prmce that it idiall 
open to you a course of ambition such as may well gratify the 
aspinDg wishes d one whom cumanstances entitle to euMam 
much higher vieas than thou I will take thee into my house- 
hold and near to my person, or, at your own choice, I will give 
you the command of a fbobcompany, eithei is a profonnont 
which the ]pmdest laird in the 1^ might be glad to ensuio 
for a second son* 

'May I presume to ask, my Imd,* said Boland, observing 
the Earl paused for a reply, *to whom my poor services aie m 

A} 


'You will be told bereoitei/ said the Begent, and then, as 
if^ercommg some mtemal leluctanoe to spesi further him- 
self, he added, ‘ or why diould I not myself tell you that you 
aie about to cuter mto the sernce of a most illustrious — most 
unhMpy, lady— mto the service of Maiy of Scotland * 

'Of the Queen, my lord?’ said the page, unable to lepicss 


Of her ^bo was the Queen * ’ said Murray, with a 
imxture of displeasure and emharrassment in ks tone of voice 

sSl ^ 

Ho sighed from an emotion partly natural, perhaps, and 


And am I to attend upon her Grace m her place of 
impnwnmen^my lord?’ again demanded the page, with a 
^^htforsard and haidy Bimplicity which somSt disoon- 
certd the sage and powerful statesman 

t I j l” answered Mnmy, anenlv, 'God 

^ 8equestete?Lm Bte affiurs, 

pose, he added, thai^ iskle she b to be fumBhed, as n^t b, 
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^ut^\ »uch nttondance tis may bofit hei present aooluded state, 
it bGoomes iiccc^baiy that tbo^c placed aroimd her aio persons 
on \(]ioso pradonco I can ha^o reliance Yon bcO| tborefoic^ 
you nio At once called on to dischaige an office mo^st honourable 
in itself, and so to dischaige it that yon may make a fnend of 
tho Kegont of Scotland. Thou art, 1 hai o been told, a singulaily 
appiohciisivc youth, and I pcrccivo by th} look tliat tbou dost 
alroadj understand iihat I uould say on this matter In this 
sclicdulo your paiticizLii points of duty aie set donn at longtli , 
but tho sum rcquiicd of ^ou is fidelity — I mean fidelity to 
myself and to tlie btnto You are, therofoio, to watch evoiy 
Attempt which is niAde^ or inclination displayed, to open any 
communication with any of tho lords who uavo hccome banders 
in tho west — ^with Hannlton, Sojtou, Trith Fleming, or tho like 
It 18 tine tliat my gracious sistci, icfleotiug upon ill chances 
that have happed to the state of tins poor kingdom, from evil 
counsellors who have abused her loyal nature in time paat^ 
hath dotcnnined to sequestrate lier&elf from state affairs m 
fiitiuc But lb IS oui duty, as acting foi and in the name of 
our infant nephew, to guard ogainsb 5io evils which may nnso 
fiom any mutation or \acillation in her loyal leaolutidbs 
Wherefore, it will bo thy duty to watch, and repoit to our lady 
mother, whose guost our uster is for tlio present^ whatever 
may mfci a disposition to withdiaw her person from tho place 
of security in which she is lodged, or to open commumcation 
with those without If, however, }Oux obseivation should 
(leteot anything of weighty and which may exceed mere siifcr 
pioion, fail not to send notice by an cspecud messenger to mo 
diiGOtly, and tins iing sholl be thy warrant to oidei hoiM and 
man on such soivioe And now uogono If there be half the 
wit m thy bead that theio is appiehension m tliy lool^ thou 
fully compreliendcst all that I would soy Serve me fmihfuHy, 
and sure as I am belted call thy lewaia sball be great 

Boland Grmmo mode an obeisance, and was about to depm 
The Bail signed to him to lemain *I have trusted thoo 
deeply/ he said, * young man, for thou ai-fc the only one of her 
suite who has hep n scut to hci by my own lecommcndaton 
Hei Gentlewomen arc of hei owrn nomination • it were too nam 
to have boned hei that pnnlcge, tlioiigh some theic were who 
leckoned it inconsistent with sure policy Thw ort ^ung 
and handsome Mmgle ro their follies and 
deeper designs under tho appearance of female levity , i^^ 
do nuno, do thou countonnme For tho robt, hoar all deoonim 
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and respect to the petson of thy mistress • she is a princess, 
though a most unhappy one, and liath been a queen, thongli 
now, alas 1 no longei sadi Fay, theicforo, to hei all honoui 
and lespect consistent with tliy fidelity to tlio King and mo 
And no\\, farewell * Yet stay — ^jou tiavd with Lord Lmdehuy, 
a man of the old world, rough and honest, though untaught, 
SCO that thou offend him not, loi he is not patient of lailloiy, 
and thou, I have heard, oit a craok-haltci ’ This ho said with 
R smile, then added, could have wished the Loid Lindesay’s 
imssion had been ontiustcd to some othei and moio gentle 
noble’ 

^And wherefore should you wish that, my lord!’ said 
Morton, who oven thou cnteicd the apartment , ' ttio council 
have decided foi the best, we hove hod but too many pi oofs 
of this lady’s stubbornness of mind, and tbo oak that resists the 
sharp steel axo must be men with the rugged non wedge 
And this 18 to be hei page? My Lord Regent hath doubtless 
instmcted you, young man, how you shall guide } ourself in 
these matteis, I will add but a little hint on my pait You 
are going to the castle of a Douglas, where ti cachexy nevex 
thuves the first moment of suspicion will bo the last of yoiu 
life My kinsman, William Douglas undcistands no laillciy, 
and if ho once have cause to think j-ou false, you will wR^el m 
the wind from the castle battlements cio the sim set upon his 
anger And is the lady to have an almoner witliaH’ 

‘Ot^onaliy, Douglas,' said the Regent, *it were haid to 
dimy the qantual consolation which she thmks essential to her 
salvation ’ 


‘You aro evei too solt-hearted, my lord Wliat 1 a fnlso 
j^est to commumeate her lamentatioub, not only to onr un- 
mcndB in Scotland, but to tho Guises, to Borne, to Spain, and 
1 know not wheie * ’ 


‘ Peai noy mid the Regent, ‘ \re vrill take sueli ordm that no 
treachery shall happen ’ 

it Morton, ‘yon know my mmd 

^octmg tho nonch yon havo consented she shall receive as a 

® ^ a^others, has cvei 

“d mimical to us md we not been 
^ purveyed of a page as much to her 
I a that an old 

mad B^sh pilgiuner, who passes for at least half a saint 
among them, was employed to 15nd a fit snhieT^ 

We haio escaped that danger at least,’ said Murray, ‘and 
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com crtcd it into a point of advantage by sending this boy of 
picndinnmg’s } and foi her wnitmg^nmsc], ^on cannot grudge 
lipr one poor maiden instead of her four noblo J^Inncs and all 
their Rillvcn tram?’ 

*I caronot hO much for tlic uaiting-nmidcn/saidMortoni 
* but I cannot brook the nlznoncr I think pnests of all pci- 
sun^nons are much like each other Hcio is John Kiiov, nlw 
made such a noble pulIerKloun, is ambitioub of becoming a 
setter lip, and a fonndci of schools and colleges out of the abbey 
lands, find bishops" rents ft^id other spoils of Rome, which the 
nobihty of Scotland ha'io non nith their suord and bou, and 
witli which lie would now endow new hives to sing the old drone ’ 

‘ John is a man of God," said the Regent^ 'and his scheme is 
n rlc\out imagination " 

The sedate smile with which this was spoken loft it impos* 
siblc to conjecture whetlicr the words were meant m approbation 
or in dciibion of the plan of the Scottish Reformer Turning 
then to Roland Grmmc, ns if he thought ho had been long enough 
a w itncss of this con\ creation, ho bade him get him presently to 
horse, since my Lord of Lindesa}* was alic^y mounted Tlio 
page made his reverence, and left the apartment « 

Guided by Michael Wing-the-Wmd, ho found Ins horse iCiSdy 
saddled and prepared for the jonmoy in front of the palace 
poich, where hovered almut a score of mcn>at-anns, whose leader 
showed 110 small symptoms of surly impatience 

' Is tins the jackanape page for whom we ha'ie waited thus 
long?' said he to Wlng-tIlC*^Ylnd 'And my Lord Ruthren will 
reach the castle long bcfoie us < ' 

Michael assented, and added that the boy had been detained 
by the Regent to rcccno some parting instructions The 
l^er made an inarticulate sound in his throaty expressive of 
sullen acquiescence, and calling to one of Ins domestic attend- 
ants, 'Edward/ said he, 'take the gallant into your diarg^ and 
let him speak with no one else ’ 

Ho tlicn nddicbsed, by the title of Sir Robert, an elderly 
Olid icspccttVble-looking gentleman, the only one of the parly 
who seemed nbq\c tho rank of a retamer oi damcsb<^ and 
observed that they must get to horse with all speed 

Dunng this discourse, and while they were nding slowly 
along the street of tlie suburb, Roland had time to examine 
more accurately the looks and figure of the baron who was at 

thou head , 

Lord Lindcsay of tlio Byies was rather touched tlian stncfcen 
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'Ribh years His npnght statuTO and strong limbs still showed 
him fully equal to all the o^ertions and fatigues of wai His 
thick oyelmws, now partially gnzsdod, lonei^ otci loigo eyes 
full of dark fire, which seemed yet darker from the nneommon 
depth at whi<^ th^ were s^ m his head His features, 
naturally strong and har^, had their sternness exc^getated by 
one or two scars receiyed m battle These fcatuies, naturally 
calonlated to cypress the hai^er paBsions, weie diadcd by an 
open steel cap, with a projecting fiont, but having no visor, 
over the gorget of ahich fell the Uack end giiszlcd beard of the 
gnm old heron, and totally hid the lonei part of his face ^e 
icst of his dress was a loose buff-coat^ which had onoo been 
lined with silk and adorned >vith embioiiery, hutwhioh seemed 
much stamed with travel and damaged with cuts, leceived piob- 
ahly m hattle It covered a cordet which had once been of 
polished steel, fanly gilded, hut w as now somewhat injured with 
rust A sword of antique make and uncommon size, framed to 
he wielded with both hands, a kind of weapon which was then 
begmnmg to go out of use, hung fiom his nedc m a baMnc^ 
and was so disposed as to traverse his wliolc person, the huge 
lidt appeanng over bis left shoulder, and l3io pomt reaching 
wellmgh to the nght heel, and jamng against his spui as he 
walked This unwieldy weapon could only be unsheathed by 
puUmg the handle over the left shoulder, for no human arm 
was long enou^ to draw it m the usual manner The wholo 
eqmpmcnt was that of a rude wamor, negligent of his extenoi 
even to misanthiopical sullcnneas, and the harsh, 
toughly tone which he used towards his attendants belonged 
to the same nnpohshed character ^ 

Lmdesay at the head of 
rae party ■vras on absolute contrast to him m mannei, form and 
features Hm and alky ban -was already irhita thoueh 
he seemed rot aWe foitj'-five or fi% years dd tone 
w? msmuating , his form thm, spare, anient 

y an Imhit^ stoc^ , his pale cheek sas espressiTc of diieiid< 
n^ and mtelligence, his eye -was quick though nlgci d and hia 
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llio pHty had nm quitted the toun, mi proceeded, at 
A Bioady tiot, touaids the west* As llioy prosocutod their 
jounicj, Solftiid Gneino irould fflndl} lin\e Icnined Bomothing 
of itM irai|iosfl nnd Icndeno^, but the coiintcuanco of the pci- 
sonngo (o u honi ho hud beoii ])1 u*cd m tlio tram discouiSigcd 

nliuppiourh to fumilnnt^ 1'ho baion himself did not look 
more grtin and iincccsstblc than his feudal lotamcr, whoso 
gnsly beuid fell o^ci Ins mouth like the portcullis liofore tho 
gnto of A castle, as if foi the pniposc of jnoscnting tho csca]K) 
of niiv word nf which tibsolutc ncccstit} did not demand tho 
nttcnincc Tho lest of tho tram seemed under tlio same taci- 
turn influcncT, and jonnic} eel on w ithont n w ord being cschanged 
amongst them, moic liko a tioop of Carthusian fnars than a 
psit} of iniht iry retainer* Roland Gimme was surprised at 
this extremity of disciplmo, for c^cn in tho household of tho 
Knight of Aicnel, though somewlmt distinguished for the accu- 
racy with which (Icconini was cufoiucd, a jonnioy was a period 
of license, dm mg winch jest and song, and c\er) thing within 
tho limits of liccommg mirth nnd pistimo, was frcclj pcnniticd 
*l*his unusual siloiioc was, however, so fai acceptable that it 
giiic him timo to bung any shadow of judgment whioli he pot- 
sossed to council on his own situation and prospects, which 
would haio appeared to any reasonable jicrson in tho highest 
dogico dangerous and poiplcxing 

It WAS quite CMdciit tiiat ho lind, Ihiongh laiious cucum- 
sbuiccs not iiiidci lus own control, formed contradiotoiy con- 
nexions with both tho contending factions by whose stiifo tho 
km^om was distincted, without lieing propeily an adherent 
of eithci It ecemed also clear tint tho same situation m the 
household of tho deposed Queen, to which ho was now pomoted 
by the influcneo of tho Regent, had been destined to him by Ins 
enthusiastic gmndmothci, 2ifagd.ilen Gramio, foi on tins sub- 
ject tho wolds which iMorton had dropped had been a ray of 
light , \ot it was no less olcai that tlicso two persons, tho one 
thodcckiicd oiiomy, tlio othci tho enthuainatio lOtaiy, of tho 
Ciitbolic ichgion , tho one at tho head of tho King’s now 
go^oinmciit, tho qthcr, who legardcd that goaomment as a 
Giiminal usuipation, must ha'ic leqniied and expected veiy 
different bgl vices from tho individual whom they had thus 
united in iccommciiding It leqmied ^ery httlo reflection to 
foiesco that these contradictoiy claims on his soiaicc nught 
speedily place him in a situation where his honour os well as 
his hfo might bo endangered But it was not m Holana 
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Gnome’s nature to anticipate evil before it comC} or to prepare 
to combat difHcultics before tliey ainvcd *1 vill see this 
beautiful and unfortunate ^laiy Stuart^’ be said, 'of '^boni ue 
have beard so much, and then there Tnll be tune enough to 
detemuno vrbether I u ill bo kingsman or queensmau None of 
them can say I have given vroid or promise to either of their 
factions , foi tliey have led me up and douu like a blmd Billy, 
without giving mo any light into ubat 1 u as to do But it 
nos lucky that gnxn Douglas came into the Begent’s doset this 
mommg, otherwise 1 had never got free of him without phghir 
mg my troth to do all tlie Eail would have me, which seemed, 
after all, hut foul play to the poor imprisoned lady, to place her 
page os an espial on her’ 

Skipping thus lightly over a matter of such consequence, 
the thoughts of the hare-brained hoy went a-wool-gathciing 
after more agreeable topics Now he admired the Gothic towers 
of Bambougle, nsing from the scorbeaten rock, and overlooking 
one of the most ^onous landscapes m Scotland , and now bo 
began to consider wbat notable sport for the hounds and the 
hawks must be afforded by the vanegated ground over which 
they travelled , and now he compared the steady and dull tint 
at which they were then prosecuting their journey with the 
d^^t of Bweqimg over hill and dale in pursuit of his favounic 
sports Ai^ under the influence of these joyous recollections, 
he gave his horse the spur, and made him eieoute a gambade, 
he mstantly incurred the censure of his grave neighbour, who 
hmted to him to keep the pace, and move quietly and m oxdci, 
unless he wished su<^ notice to be taken of his eccentnc move- 
ments as was likely to be very displeasmg to hiTn 

The rebuke aud the restraint under which the youth now 
found himself bron^t back to his recollection hia late good- 
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cooJt , and from that topic his imagination made a short flight 
to Avenel Costly to the qmet and unconfined hfe of its mhahifc- 
ants, the goodness of his early protectress, not forgetting the 
denizens of its stable:^ kennels, and hawk-mews In a hnef 
Epace, all these subjects of meditation gave waf* to the remem- 
brance ^ that nddle of womankind, Catheime Seyton, who 
appeared before the ^e of his mind now m her female form, 
now m h^ male attir^ now m both at once, like some strange 
which piesents to us the same mdmdual under two 
different characters at the same insUnt Her mysterious pre- 
sent also recurred to his lecollection— the sword which he now 
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woi© at his side, and whioh ho xvas not to dxaw, save ly com- 
mand of hiB legitimate soveieigu * But the key of this mystery 
lie judged ho was hkoly to find in the issue of his piesent 
joumoy 

Wifli such thoughts passing thiough his znindj Boland 
Grromo accompanied the poity of Lozd Lmdesay to the Queen’s 
Ferry, which they passed m vessols that Jay in loadiness for 
thorn They onoounteied no adventure whatever m fhoir 
passage esoeptmg one Jiorbo being lamed in getting into the 
boat — on incident voiy common on such occusionE^ until a few 
years ago, when the feny was completely legulnted “Wliat 
uns moio peculioily characteristic of the olden age was the 
discharge of a culvcnn at the party fiom the battlements of 
the old castle of Bosythe, on the uoi th side of the feny, the 
lord of ahioh happened to have some public oi pnvate quaiiel 
with the Lord Lmdesay, and took this mode of expressing his 
resentment The insul^ however, as it was haimlesa^ remained 
imuotioed and unavenged, nor did anything else occur worth 
notice until the baud 2i^ oome w heie lioohleven spiead its mag- 
nificent sheet of watois to the beams of a hnght summei sun 

The ancient castle^ which occupies an island nearly m* the 
oentie of the lake, recalled to the page that of A\enol, m which 
he hod been nurtured But the lake was much laigei, and 
adorned with several islets besides that on which the foi tress 
was situated, and instead of being embosomed in hills like 
tluit of Avenel, hod upon the southern side only a rolendid 
mountainous scieei^ being the descent of one of the Lomond 
hills, and on the other was surrounded by the extensive and 
fertile plain of Kinioss Boland Gneme looked with some 
degree of dismay on the water-giidled foitios^ which tbon, os 
now, consisted only of one laige donjon-keep, sunounded with a 
courtyard, with twro round flanking towers at the angles, which 
coutamed withm its oiromt some otbei buildmgs of inf^or im- 
poitance A few old tiees^ olusteied tQgethei near the castle^ 
gave some lehef to the an of desolate seolusion, hut yot the 
page, while he gazed upon a building so sequestrated, could not 
but feel foi thecsituation of a captive princess doomed to dwell 
there, as well as foi his own ‘I ixnist have been hoin,’ lie 
thought, ^ under the star that piesides over ladies and lakes of 
water, for 1 cannot by any moans escape from the seivioe of tlie 
one or feom dwelling m the other But if they allow mo not 
the fair freedom of my sport and exercise, they’ shall find it as 
hard to confinea wdd drake as a youth who con swim liko one ’ 
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Tho band had now readied the edge of the water, and one 
of tho paity odvaueing displayed Loid Liudesay’s pennon, wag- 
ing it repeatedly to and fro, while that haron himbclf blow a 
clamoious blast on his bugle A bannei was presently displa} cd 
fiom the loof of the castle m reply to these signals, and one or 
two figiiics weie seen busied ns if uumoonng a boat whidi lay 
dose to the islet 

* It will be some time cie they can leach us with the boat/ 
said tho compamon of tho Loid Liudesay , ‘ should we not do 
wdl to piocecd to the town, and array ourselves in some better 

ordci, ore we appear before ^ 

'You may do as you list, Sir Robert,’ replied Lindesay, ‘ I have 
neither time nor temper to waste on such \anitics She has 
cost me many a hard nde, and must not now take ofienco at 
the thieadbaro cloak and soiled doublet that I am aiiu3rGd in 
It IS the Inory to which she has brought all Scotland ’ 

'Do not speak so harshly/ said Sir Robert, 'if she hath 
done wTODg, die hath dearly ab}'cd it , and m losing all leol 
powei, one would not depnve her of the little external homago 
due at once to a lady and a princess ’ 

'1 say to you once moro, Sir Robeit Melvill^’ icplied Lmdesay, 
'do as you will , for me, I am now too old to dink myself as a 
gallant to grace the bower of dames ’ 

'The bower of dames, my lord !’ said Melville, looking at tho 
rude old tow er * is it yon dark and grated castle, the prison of 
a capUi 0 quean, to which you giTC so gay a name ? * 

‘Nome it os you list,’ rejdied Lmdesay, 'had the Regent 
desiicd to send an envoy capable to speak to a captive queen, 
thoic are many gallants m his court who would have courted 
the occasion to make speeches out of Amadit of Gml or the 
^tnor of Knighihmd But when he sent blunt old Lindcsav, 
he i^cw ho would spea^ to a misguided woman, as her former 
misdomgs and her present state render necessary I sought 
not this employment it has been thrust upon me and I will 
not cumber myself \iith moie form in the disohaige of it than 
needs must bo tacked to sucli an occuption ’ 

So saying, Loid Lmdesay tbiew himself Trom hotsehack, 
ndmg-oloak around him, lay donn at law 
length upon the svraid, to await the amval of the hoah which 
ftom the castle towards the shore Sir 
^hert Mdville, who had also dismounted, walked at short turns 
to end no upon tho bank, his arms crossed on his hrpjn* . 
often lookmg to tho castle, and displaying m-hia counlouimco a 
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miituio of sorrow and of auMoty. The rest of the paity sate 
like statues ou hoisohack, without movmg so muui as the 
points of thou Luices^ which thoy hold upiightin the m 

As soon as the boat approadlira a rude quay oi londing-^aco 
ncai to which they had stationed thcmsclvoi^ Lord Lindesay 
stoited up from his rocumbeiit postuxe^ and aisked the person 
who steered why be had not biought a linger boat witibi him to 
tianspoit his letinue 

^ w please you/icplied the boatmen, * because it is the order 
of out lady that w'g bnug not to the castle more than foui 
poisons’ 

^Tliy lady is a wise woman,’ said Lindesay, 'to suspect mo 
of ticaohoiy * Oi, had I intended its ^hat is to luudoi us fiom 
thioiviug you and youi comiados into the lake and dlluig the 
boat with my own fdlows?’ 

ITio steersman, on heaiing this, made a hasty signal to lus 
men to back thoir oois, and hold off fiom the shoie which they 

wcio approadiing i ii 

* Why, thou as^’ said Lindesay, ' thou didst not think that I 

meant thy fool’s head soiious harmi Haik ^ee, ’y*" 

fewer than three soivaiits I will go no whither, Botot 
Afclvdlc will loqiuie at least the attendance of one domestic, 
j,nd It will be at yoar peril and your lady a to refuse w ad- 
mission, come hither as wo aie on matters of gieat national 

***°Tho steersman answcicd with fiinmea^ but wi& great 
oivihtjr of evpiession, that his ordeis weie posHave to “ 
moio than four into the island, but he offered to row back to 
obtam a revisal of bis instructions 

'Do BO my fncud,* said Sii Robert MdTill^ after he had in 
vam oudeavomed to perauade bis stubborn oompamon to con- 
sent to a tempoiaiy abatement of his tmin 

Bith It Mill be no better, and obtam thy lady’s orders 
to transport tho Lord Lindesay, myself, and our rotmue 

hearken,' said Lord Lindesay, ‘t^T***! JT 
naee. who come# os an attendant on yom ladjTs gnest ui^ 
SrSS/ ««<i “ddiessing Boland, ‘and emhaik wift 

^°J^*htit^to become of my horse V said Gneme, ‘I am 
answerable for bun to my master ’ ^ . 

‘ I \^lll relievo you of the ohsige,’ said ^ 

have httle enow to do with horse, saddle, oi bndle for ten 
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jeftrs to come Thou ma^ take the halter an thou nilt it 
may stand thee in a turn * 

* If 1 thought so^’ said Boland 

But he was mterroptcd 1^ Sir Robert Melville, who said to 
him, good-humouredly, ‘Dispute it not, young fnond lesist- 
anco can do no good, hut may well run thee mto danger ’ 
Boland Oraime fdt the justice of what he said, and, though 
neithei dchghted with the matter nor manner of Lmdesa/s 
address, de^^ it best to submit to necessity, and to embark 
w ithont farther remonstrance The men plied their oars The 
quay, with the party of horse stationed near it, receded from 
the page’s eyes, the castle and the islet seemed to draw near 
m tlie same proportion, and in a hnef space he landed under 
the shadow of a huge old tree which overhung the landing* 
place The steersman and Giaeme leaped a^oie , the boatmen 
lemnmed lying on their oars ready foi hirthei service 



CHAPTER XXI 


Could valour aught avail or people's love, 

Ijrancc hod not wept Xa^arro s biaio Heniy slain , 

If \iit or could compassion move. 

The Bose of Scotland liau not wept in \a!n 

Lin IB, Ele^ in a Hoifal JHausoJcum, 

At the gate of tho courtyard of Lochlcxen appeared the stately 
fonn of tlio Lady of Loclilmen, a female whose early diarms 
had captniitcd James V, b} whom she became mother of the 
cclobratcd Regent Murray As she was of noble birth, being 
a daughter of tho house of Mai, and of great beauty, her 
intnnnoy with James did not prorent her being afterwards 
sought in houourablo luainago by many gallants of the time, 
ainoi^ wliom &ho hod proferred Sir William Douglas of Loch- 
Icvcn But well has it been said, — 

Our pleasant vices 
Are mode tho whips to scourge na. 

Tho station which the Lady of Lochlcven now held os tlie wife 
of a man of high rank and interest, and the mother of a lawful 
family, did not prc\ent her uoiuishing a painful sense of 
degradation, G\cn while she was proud of the talents, tho 
power, and the station of her son, now pnme ruler of the state, 
but still a pledge of her illicit mtercourso ‘ Hod James done 
to hcij’ sbo said in her sccict heart, * the justioo he owed her, 
she luid seen in lici son, .is a source of nnmiscd delight and of 
unchastened pndc, tho lawful monarch of Scotland, and one of 
the ablest who <^ei swayed the sceptre The house of Mar, 
not lufcuoi ill antiquity oi giandeui to that of Drummond, 
would then have also boasted a queen among its daughters, 
and escaped the stain attached to female fiailty, even when it 
lias n rojnl lover for its apology * While such feelings preyed 
on a bosom naturally proud and severe, they had a correspond- 
ing oScot ou her countenance, wherc^ with remams of great 
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beauty, inrere nungled traits mdicatiTO o! inward discontent and 
peensh melanoholy. It perhaps contnbuted to increase this 
habitual temperament, that the Lady Lochlevcn had adopted 
uncommonly rigid and seyere yms of religion, imitating in 
her ideas of Beformed faith liie yeiy yoist enora of the 
Catholics, m limiting the benefit of tbe Gospel to those who 
profess tbmr own specnlative tenets 
, In every respect^ the unfortunate Queen Mary, now the com- 
pulsory guests or rather prisoner, of this sullen lady, was ol>- 
uosiouB to her hostess* Lady Lochleven disliked her as the 
daughter of Mary of Guise, the legal possessor oi those nghts 
over James’s heait and hand of winch she conceived herself 
to have been injuriously depnved , and yet more so as the 
professor of a religion which, she detested worse than paganism. 

Such was the dame who, with stately xmen, and sharp yet 
liandsome features, shroud^ by her black velvet coif, inter- 
rogated the domes^c who steered her barge to the ^oie, what 
had become of Lindesay and Sir Bobert Melville. The man 
related what bad passed, and she smiled scornfully as she 
replied, * Pools must be flattered, not fougbtan with Sow' 
bade — make thy excuse as thou canst — say Lord Suthven hath 
already reached this castle, and that he is impatient for Lord 
Lindosay’s presence Away with thee, Banda! — yet stay, what 
galopin 18 that thou hast brought hither 1 ’ 

*So please you, my lady, ho is the page who is to wait 
upon ' 

^Ay, the new male minion,’ said the Lady Lochleven, *the 
female attendant auived yesterday I shall have a well-ordered 
house with this lody and her lefeiuue, but I trust they will 
^oa find some others to undertake such a charge Segon^ 
Sai^l , and you (to Boland Greeme), follow me to the gaiden ' 

She led the way witli a slow and statdy step to the small 
garden, which, inclosed by a stone wall ornamented with 
statues, and an aitificial fouutam m the centic, extended its 
dull partones on the side of the courtyard, witli which it com- 
municate by a low and aichcd portal. Within the narrow 
ciioiut of Its foimal and bmited walks, Maiv Stuart was now 
learning to perform the weary part of a pnSmer, which, witli 
little inmrval, she was doomed to sustam dunng the remainder 
or her life She was followed in her slow and melancholy 
cxerw-ws W two female attendants, but m tbe first glance 
wmwi Roland Gro^e bestowed upon one so xllustnous by 
birth, 80 distinguished by her beauty, Accomph<»hment% and 
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misfortune^ he iras sensible of the presence of no otlier than 
the unhappy Queen of Scotland 

Hei fac^ her form, have been so deeply impressed upon the 
imagination thal^ even at the distance of neoily three centuries^ 
ifc 18 unnecessaiy to lexnind the most ignorant and uiiinformed 
leadei of the stnkmg traits \^hich chamcteiise that remoilcablo 
countenance, which seems at once to combine our ideas of the 
majestic, the pleasing, and the bnlhant^ leaving us to doubt 
'nhether they aipzess most happily the queen, the heauly, or 
the accomplished woman li^o is theie thal^ at the veiy 
mention of Mary Stuart^s nam^ has not her countenance 
befoie him, fdmihar os that of the mistress of his youth, or the 
favomite daughter of his advanced agef ^en those who feel 
themselves compelled to believe all, or much, of 'a hat her 
enemies laid to her ohozg^ cannot think without a si^ upon a 
countenance expressive of anything xathei than the foul enmes 
with which she was ohoiged a hen living, and which still con- 
tinue to shades if not to blacken, hei memoiy That brow, so 
tiuly open and regain those eyebiousi so icgularly giaoc^l, 
which yet weie saved from the chaige of regular insipidity by 
the beautiful effect of the hazel eyes which they overarched, 
and which seem to utter a thousand histones , the nos^ with 
all its Gieoian piecision of outline, the mouth, so well-propoi- 
tioued, so sweetly formed, as if designed to sp^ nothing hut 
what was delightful to hear, the dimpled c&m, the stately, 
suon-hke neck — form a countenance the like of winch wo knoa 
not to have existed m any other character moving in that high 
class of life \(heie the actresses as well as the actors cozninand 
general and undivided attention It is m vain to say that the 
poitiaits which exist of this lemarkable woman are not like 
each other, for, amidst then discrepancy, each possesses general 
features atoch the eye at once acknowledges as pecnliar to the 
vision which cm imagmatton has raised while we lead her 
history for the first tunc, and which has been impiessed upon 
it by the numeious prints and pictuies which we have seen 
Indeed, we cannot look on the worst of them, however deficient 
in point of execution, without saying that it is meant for Queen 
Mary , and no small instance it is of the power of heanty, that 
hei eharr ps should have remained the subject not merely of 
admiratiou, but of warm and cliivalroiis mteicst^ after the 
lapse of sucb a length of tune We know that by for the most 
acute of those who, m latter days, have adopted the unfavour- 
able view of Maiyfe character, long^, hke the executaonorbefoK) 
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Iu8 dreadful task ‘was performed^ to kiss the fair baud of her on 
whom ho was about to perform so homble a duty 

Dressed, then, in a deep mourning robe, and with all those 
charms of face, shape, and manner wi^ whi^ faithful tradition 
has made each leadei familiar, hlaiy Stuart advanced to meet 
the Lady of Lochleven, who, on her part, endeavoiued to conceal 
dislike and appr^ension under the appearance of respectful 
indilfcroncG The truth was, that she had expenenced re- 
peatedly the Queen’s supenonty m that species of disguised 
yet cuttmg sarcasm with which women can successfully avenge 
themsdves for real and substantial injuries It may he wdl 
doubted whether this talent was not as fatal to its possessor 
ns the many others enjoyed by that highly gifted, but most 
unliappy, female , foi, whde it often odbided hei a momentaiy 
triumph over her keepers, it failed not ‘to exa^etate their 
resentment, and the satire and sarcasm m which had 
indulged were frequently letaliated by the deep and bitter hard- 
ships which they had the power of inflictmg It is well known 
thathci death was at length hastened by a letter which shewzotc 
to Queen Elizabeth, m which she treated hei jealous rival and 
th« Countess of Shrewsbury with ‘the keenest irony and ndicule 
As the ladies met together, the Queen said, bending her 
head at the same time m letum to the obeisance of the Lady 
Lochleven-—' We are this day fortunate we enjoy ‘the company 
of om amiable hostess at an unusual hour, and during a period 
which we have lutherto been permitted to give to our pnvatc 
exercise But our good hostess know s wdl she Im at all times 
access ‘to our presence, and need not observe the useless cere- 
mony of requiring our poimission ’ 

‘I am Sony my preaenco la doomed an intrusion by yom 
Grace, said tho Lady of Looliloven ‘ I came but to announce 
the amval of an addition to your tram,’ motioning Tutb her 
liand ^ards Boland Gnemc, ‘a circumstance to which ladies 
ate seldom indifferent ’ 

nn,!^L ladyship’s pardon, and am bent to tho 

muh nith ohWtions for the kmdness of my nobles— or my 

“i" tl>em?-nhol,aycp^ittedmesura 

rcBj^tablo addition to my personal retinue ’ 

‘ Impossible 1’ said tho Queen; ‘the bounty winch penmts 
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the daughtor of bo many kings, and 'who yot ib queen of tbo 
realm, tiio attendnnco of tno irnitmg-nomon and a boy, is a 
ginco wluoli Italy Stuart can ncvoi snfiicicntly acknowledge 
Why ! my tidlii will bo equal to tliat of any conntiy dame in 
tins } oitr kingdom of Fife, saving but the lack of a gontlemoii- 
tishot find a pan or two of bliKHsoated scrving-men Hut I 
must not foigct, iii my Bolfiah joy, tho additional tioublo and 
charges to which this magnirioont augmentation of our tiam 
will put oui kmd hostess and tho wliolo house of Lodilcion 
It IS this piudont anxiety, I am awaie, which clouds youi brow^ 
my woithy Indy But bo of good cheer tho croivn of Scotland 
iiAS ninny n fan manor, and yoiu alTcotionato son, and my no 
loss nfTeotionnto biotlior, will endow tho good knight your 
Imsbaud with tho best of thorn, cio ktaiy should be dismissed 
fiom this hospitable cnstlo fiom yom ladyship's lack of means 
to Buppoit tho ohaigoa ' 

'Tho Douglasses of Loclilovou, madam,' answered tho lady, 
'liavo known foi ages liow to discharge tlieu duty to tho sta^ 
without looking foi i award, oven when tlio task was botli 
nksomo and dangerous ' 

‘Nay I but, my doai Lochicven,' said tJio Queen, 'you eio 
orei-80iapulous» I pray you noeopt of a goodly mnnoi , what 
should Biippoit tlio Queen of Scotland, m this her pimoely court, 
sainug hot own orowoi-lands, and who should minister to t^ 
wants of A mothoi, savo nffeotionate son like tho 
Muiiay, who possesses so w'oudeifiilly both the power and 
inclination? Or said you it was the dangoi of the task which 
clouded youi BUiooth aud Iiosptablo brow 7 No doubt, a 
18 a foimidablo addition to my body-guard of females, and I 
bethink me it must have boon for tliat reason that my J^id of 
Lindesay lofnscd oven now to louturo withm the reach of a 
force BO foimidablo, without being attended by n competent 


Tlio Lady Lochlovon staited, and looked sometlung smpnBcd , 
nnd Maiy, suddenly changing hei maunoi from tho smooth, 
ironical affooUtion of mildness to nn accent of austere command, 
'and diawiug up at tho same tuno hci fine person, said, with 
tho full majesty d hoi lank, ‘Yea ' Lody of I^hloven, I Imw 
thatKuOiTon is already m tho castle, nnd that Luidosay aoits m 
tho bank tlio letuin of yom hfirgo to bring him hitlior mong nitlr 
Sii Robrat Mdvillo For what pmposc do these nobles comoi 
and why am I not m ordinary dooenoy appuMd of tten an wan 
‘Tlioir purpose^ maditm,’ loplidd the Lady of Locliloven, 
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‘iheymusbthotnselveaoxpl^ but a formal annunciation Trero 
neediest) '^beie your Grace bath attendants 'wbo can play the 
espial 80 vrell ’ 

‘Alas 1 poor Fleming/ said the Queen, turning to the older 
of the female attendant^ ‘thou 'wilt be toed, condemned, and 
gibbeted for a ^ m the gamsou, because thou didst chance 
to cross the great hfdl while my good Lady of Lochlevon Was 
parleying at the full pitch of hei voice with her pilot Bandal. 
Put black wool m thy ears, girl, as you value the wearing of 
them longer Remembei, m the Castle of Loohloven, ears and 
tongues aio matters not of use, but for show merely. Our 
good hostess can hear, as well as speak, for us all We excuse 
your fuithei attendance, my lady host^,’ she said, once more 
addicssmg the ob]cct of her resentment, * and lotiio to piepaie 
for an mtemew with our lebel lords We will use the ante- 
obamber of our sleeping apartment as our hall of audience 
You, young man/ she proceeded, addressmg Boland Gisome, and 
At once softening the ironical sharpness of hei manner into 
good-humouied mlleiy — ‘ you, who aie all oui male attendance, 
from oui Lord High Ohamberlam down to our least galopin, 
follow us to piepare om court ' 

She turned, and walked slowly towards the castle The 
Lady of Loohleven folded her arms, and smiled in bitter resent- 
ment, as she watched her lotiring stops 

‘Thy whole male attendance i * she muttered, repeating the 
- Queen 8 last word^ ‘ and well foi thee had it been had thy train 
never bem then turning to Boland, in whose way she 

lind stood while making this pause, she made room for him to 
pass, sa^ug at the same time, ‘Art thou already cavei^ 
^pmgl follow thy mistress, mmion, and, if thou wilt, toll 
iici wnat I have now ^ 


Roland Gneme hastened after his royal rmstiess and her 
JUBt cnteied a postern gate oomummcating 
beteixt tee eastlo and tee smaU garden They ascended n 
finding Stan as high as tee second stoiy, yrhich was m a great 
mewuro ^ipied W a suite of three rroms, opening intoSf 
oteoi, and assigned as tee dwelling of the ^ptivl pnn“ffl 
The outemost was a small hall or anto-rS«n,^nterS 
^ed a lai^j pailour, and from that i^iHho Queen’s 

Sur iSo the same 

^ ^ gentlewomen m waiting 

Koland Gneme stopped, as heoame bs station, m the ontei- 
™»t of teeso apartments, there to await such orfors as 
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Alas’’ die added, \rhea she had lepeatedxMth a smile these 
lines of an old ballad, * Yiolence has already lobhed me of the 
oiditmiy decorations of my tank , and the fexv that nature gave 
me have been destroyed by sorrow and by fear ’ Yet, \vhilo she 
^ko thus, she agam let nei slender fingers stiay through the 
'^demeas of the beautiful tresses -ahidi veiled her kiugly neck 
and swelling bosom, as if, m her agony of mmd, die had not 
altogether lost the consciousness of hei unmalled chams 
Boland Grmme, on whose youth, mexpenence, and ardent sense 
of what was dignified and lovely the demeanour of so fair and 
highborn a lady wrought like we diaxm of a magiman, stood 
rooted to the spot with surprise and interest, longing to hazard 
his life in a quanel so fair as that which Mary Stuart's must 
needs be She had been bred m France — sbo was possessed 
of the most distinguished beauty — she bad reigned a ^ucen, 
and a Scottish queen, to whom knowledge of character was 
as essential as the use of vital air lu all these capacities 
Mary was, of all women on the earth, most alert at perceiving 
and usmg the advantages which her ohanns gave her over 
almost all who came withm the sphere of then influence She 
ci!Bt on Roland a glance which might have mdted a heart of 
stone ‘My poor hoy,’ die said, with a feelmg partly real, 
partly politic, ‘tliou ait a stranger to ns, sent to this doleful 
capuvity from the society of some tendei mother, or sister, or 
maiden, with whom you hod fieedom to tread a gay measure 
loimd the Jtfaypote I gneve foi you 5 but you aie the only 

said Graeme, in a determined tone 
<1, 4 ^ ^ apartment,’ said the Queen— 

^ they ^er actual violence, or tall we diaUbe fitly 
arrayed to receive these intrufiive visits ’ ^ 

Hot so, my good youth,’ answered Marv— * nof ««. T mm 

beside ^mneh 

bedroom. ’ ^ attendants, entered ttie 
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1 !u> jniniijrs! jiiDHiil for ]mlf n tiivoml ore rfin followed 
hi r r<»Tep iiuon, mh\ umU^ n wpjiil to Itnlimd (rnmQ ^^Jth her 
Ivtwi] Ilo liiul iiJri My tli-it t!iw \\asCallicniie 

S 4 *\loiK (hcuiHMtnnro 'wliudi f oiiltl unt iinioh MirfiriMMi^knutli 
of tpiuk \\lio i^NoIloi'tMl iho port of in^ ‘*(0110118 

Irid jmwmI l/otuivt the Ivo iimtroii«t At the 
il* nuiimr\, oinJ tm \,hirli Iim inerting \Mtli ('.itlicnne 
111 tliiK pl.i* i» >1 •Mill'*! (o I \s( in imuli hyli( ^c^, hiicli van (lie 
I ofltN'i of Moivp pre-oiicv, tlini it Mutinoiiiitcil for Oio 

moiiiPiit r*\iu (III* foolnii^s of i^MMiUifnl Imoi , iind itviisiiot 
itofil f'ltliMiiio .Vjitori livl clioipjioitcd (haf ItoYnnd iKgiiii fo 
iioiMdii 111 wlnl It Ini loll 1 111 * V Here to Mniid to 0*1011 oilier 
* ►‘'lit* held up lier Imiid (o nv» m n rotumnntlmg iiniinoi/ he 
(lioiight » * ]ii limps *>he milted to confirm iiij piiq>0'<c foi the 
pvocution of the fjiuoii'fi roininniids for I think bhc could 
hi iio«* ]mr|m**o to ‘•rue iiiesiitli (he borl of di**ciplinc vhtcli 
hhi* itdiniiiihten'il lo tin gniniii in the fiitre jacket nxid to poor 
All nil ^\oodi'M'k But will f.ne to that ntion^ meantime, 
h*t 11^ do jii*>ruo to (he tni*>i lepoucd iti us hr this unhnpjij* 
(^iiucii 1 ihink iii\ Tiiml of Mumr vtill linii<icrr own that it is 
(111* dut% of fi faithful ptigo to dofeiid lti(i hid\ ngauivt intrusidii 
on liei pinno\ * 

Aeeoolinirf) , ho htep|>C(l to the little vcstilmlc, made fait, 
with hM'*k and hii, the dooi which opened from thence to tho 
lai^o Ktaneii**c, mid then f*iit himself down to attend the icbult 
lie had not lonir to wait * a nzde and stiong hand first c^^sajed 
to lift the lit((.h, then puhlust and shook the doorwitliMoIcncc, 
and, when it roasted his attempt to open exclaimed, *Uudo 
Iho dooi lhi*)e, smi within 1 * 

‘Whs, mid at whoMS romiomuV h«d the page, ‘am I to 
undo tile dooi of !}ic apailmenth of tlio Qncen of Scotland T 
Aiiol her sain nttempt, winch made hinge mid lioltspnglc, 
fshowcfl that the impiticnt applicant without would willingly 
hiUC enteicd altngothcr regmdlcss of his elmlletigOj but ut 
icimth an answer was 1 etui nod 

* Undo tho dooi, on 3onr peiil tho Lord Lindcsaj comes to 
hpoik with the Lads Mars of Scolhnd ' 

‘Tho Lord LuidoPis, as a Scottish noble,* answered tliep.igo, 

* must await Ins fo\ eicicn*s loisuic * 

An oil nest nllcrcation ciifiucd amongst those without, m 
which Itolaiid distinguished tho icmarkablj Imrsli loicc of 
Lindesa} 111 reply to Sir Itoliert ^felMllo, who appeared to liaio 
been ubuig some pootiuiig lauguagc— * Ko * no ( no ' 1 tell llico 
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IviMawapctaTdftgamsttJwtemtJiei to 

h a profligate ^omra, and Iwarded by an insolent footboy. 

at least,’ said Mehille, * let roe try fair means m the 
gist instance Violence to a lady nonld stain your scntchoon 
for evei Or a’sroit till roy Lord HuthTen comes * 

‘I snllavait no longer/ said Lmdesay, ‘it is high time the 
Innii^tpttsa ^»ere done^ and ne on onr retain to the council But 
thon mayat try tby fan play, as to callest it, vhile I cause 
roy train to pieparo the pet^ I came hither provided ivith 
as gunpoiftdor as ble^ np the Kirk of Field ’ 

‘For God’s sak^ be patienVsaidMelYille, and, approaching 
tile door, he said, as peaking to those within, ‘ Let the Queen 
knofft that I, hei faithful servant, Bobert Melville, do entreat 
hei, for her oim sak^ and to prevent vrorse consequences, that 
she ^ ill unio the door, and admit Lord Lmdesay, who brings a 
mission from the conned of state ’ 

‘I ndl do your errand to the Qneen/ said the page, ‘and 
rq»rt to yon her ansn er ’ 

He went to the door of the bedchamber, and, tappng agamst 
it gently, it was opened by the elder lady, to wW he com< 
mantoa^ his &xe^, and returned vith directions from the 
Queen to adroit Sir Bobeit Mehrdle and Lord landesay. 
Boland Gramie retained to the vestibnle, and opto the door 
accordmgly, mto 'siuch the Lord Lmdesay sUo^ with the an 
of a soldier who has fought his way mto a oonqnto fortress, 
vhile Melville^ deeply dejected, followed him more ^owiy 
‘I draw yon to witness and to record/ said page to tins 
last, ‘tbat^ save for the especial ctnamasds of the Que^, I 
wtmld have made good the entrance, with my best strength 
and roy best blood, against all Scotland * 

% silent, jonng man,’ said MdvilH m a tone of gra\e 
rebuke 'add not brands to Are, this is no tune to make a 
fionnsh of thy lioyish chivalry ’ 

‘She has M appto even )et/ said Lmd^y, who had 
now readied the midst of the milnnr m 


^PflflOnAn MV 1n«A 1 «... Ihk 1 


^ apartment opened, 
Queen limy jxmM heieelf, ndvanunf with an ^ of 

ontoteed Herdr«>wa5a«hootMachTelTet;n 
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iqipii in franl, g'uca full Mcvr of lici lK?autifully formed chm 
and mH, Jiwl \ eiled the lx>^om On Iicr lic-ul nhe ^^OTO a fanhill 
4%i|» of Jmo, mid n twrwpm'nl ivliilc %cil hunp from her 
sliouMf*ri o\er tin* Kmi; liliitk rolw, in Jiu^ loo^^c folds, bO that 
It could Ik* dn\>n at plc^bsurc o\cr the face and person. Sho 
A\(nc ft cnkvs of j^dtl around her iiock, and liad her ro&aiy of 
|i«ld and oIhuij Jmnpnj; from her innlle She was closcl}' 
follow id lij* her two who reiminiKl bhuiding behind her 
ilnnn^ the (onfcrcncc. E\cn Lnidesa}, though the 
nalcst iifiblc of that nide iige, was bi»i>n«cd into bomctlnng 
like by the iiiiconccmcd and mijestic mien of her 

x\hnrn hi* hid espettiil to find frantic witli impotent passion, or 
in u*(c!c^'> mid %nm ‘•orrow, or oscrwhelmcd with the 
fc'irs Iikolj in Midi a situation to nv>:iil fallen roynlt}* 

* We feir we line detained joii, in} Lord of Lindesay,’ said 
the Queen, while she courtcsied with digint} m answer to hia 
reluct lut ubLi*Mucc, 'but n fcmilo doob not wdluigly rccciso 
hrr ijsitors without sonic minutes spent at the toilette* Men, 
in} Innl, iin* less dependent on Mich ceremonies * 

Lord Lnidcvi}, cisting hu> e}c down on Ins own tmrcl- 
ftaitiod and disordered dress, muttered bonictrnng of a butty 
joiinioy, nnd the Queen paid her greeting to Sir Eobert Mel* 
sillc with courtesy, and e\cu, os it seemed, with kindness 
TJioro was then n diad ]uiisc, during which Lmdesay looked 
towards the door, ns if expecting with impiticuce the colleaguo 
of their onilmssy. The Queen alone was entirely unembarrassed, 
and, as if to break the silence, she addressed Lord Lmdesay, 
with a glance at the largo nnd cumbrous sword which he wor^ 
ns airc.idy mentioned, Iriugiug from his neck 

'You linio there a trust} nnd a weighty travelling com- 

C inion, ni} lord I tnisl 30U expected to meet witli no enemy 
?re, against whom such a formidable weapon could bo ncccs- 
SUIT ? 1 1 IS, tncthink<s somew liat n singular ornament for n court, 
tliough I am, as I well need to bo, too much of a Stuart to 
fc<ir II bword ' 

' It IS not llie firbt lime, madam,’ replied Lmdesay, bnnging 
round the wcii|x»b.tSO as to rest its point on tbo ground, and 
leiiung one hand on tho hu^ cpo«s*hnndIe— ' it is not the first 
time that this weapon has intruded itself into the presence of 
tiio houso of Stuart ’ 

'Possibly, my lord,’ replied the Queen, 'it may have done 
sen ICO to my nnccsioib Your anocstors wreio men of lo3alty. 
•Ay, madam,’ replied he, 'seivicc it hath donc^ but such as 
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w love ntaftar to acknowledge nor t^aid ^ 
^oe wlucli toe tanie rendors to tree wien 
TZ W, «nd depnvmg .t of toe 
mnk ai^ unfruitful Buckets, 'vphidi Mb it of .. 

•irtalk nddlea, my lord,' eaid ‘1 ^ill hope toe 

expknatioin carncs tuning insulting inth it <-rir,*i, tu,* 

‘Yon toall lodge, madam,’ answered Lintoy 

gpad ^ord Abald DongH M °£ 

ITmemorable day when he acqnued toe name of 
fordtagetngfwm the presence of your gieatgr^dfatoer, too 
tond E of toe race, a crew d mm^ Mter^ and 
favountes. whom ho hanged over the hndge rf “ ^ 

to such «ptdes how they a™h a Scotoh^ 


^TlliU WHO OCHU’O ■nv«ijw»| vwr — ' « -ir 1 

honour and nohiljty dew at one blow Spena of Kihpmdio, a 
courtier of yom grandfather, James the Fourth, wto had dai^ 
to speak lightly of him m the loyal presence 'nicy fought 
near too biook of Fala , and BeU-toe-Cali, nito this hla^ 
sheared tluough the thigh of hia opponent, and lopped the 
hmb as easily as a shepherd’s boy slices a twig from a sapling. 


linto as easily as L — ^ , 

‘My loid,’ rephed toe Queen, leddemng, ‘my nerves are too 
good to bo alarmed even by this temblo history May I ask 
how a blade ao illustnoua passed from the house of Douglas to 
that of Lindesay f Met^s it should have been preserved os 


a consecrated relic by a 1 , 

do against their king to be done in favour of their oountiy/ 
'Nay, madam,' said Melville, wisiously interfenng, nob 
that q[uestion of Lord Lmdesay And you, my Imd, fm shame 
--.for decency, forbear to reply to it ' 

'It IS time that this lady ^ould heai the tiiith,' rephed 
Lmdesay* 

'And be assured,’ said theQnecn, 'that sher^ill be moved to 
anger ly none that you can hci, my lord There are cases 
m uhich just scorn Jias aluajs tho mastety over just anger ’ 
'Then knou,’ said Lmdesay, * that upon the Md of Coxbetty 
Hill, when that false and m^ous traitor and^urdorei, Jamc^ 
sometime Eaxl of Bothwell, and nicknamed Buke of Oikney, 
ofibred to do personal battio with any of the associatod nobles 
who came to drag lum to justice, I accepted his challenge, and 
was by the noble Earl of Morton giftra with his good^snord 
that X nu^t therewith fight it out Ahi so help me Heaven, 
had hiB presumption been one gram more, or bis cowardice one 
gram less, I should have done such work \nth this good steel 
M 15 
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o» hH 1m\OTt>m corpse tlvit the hounds ond camon-orotTB 
hImiuM }ia\o found their inoivls daintilj car\ctl to thwr me I* 
'Jlio Qi»*cn'>{ lotini^fo ncllni^h g.ise waj oL the sicntion of 
IVilhvell'fl D'lme — a name connected Miih such a Iniin of giiilti 
and dt*«isUn Thit the {injlonged lioastof Lmdccaj gave 
her to n1I\ Inr^'cir, and to ntisuci swth an appeamneo of 
<-old nintcrnpt — is rw to slaj an ciicin} svho enters not 
the hsts ihit had Mnr^* Stuart nihcntcfl her fathci^a ss^ord 
ns url] im tiis «<'r*pirc, the liuldcst of liei reixils should not upon 
that liny hate <otiiphiini*{] llmt lliej had no one to cope uitfui 
Your ionlship wiW foi^giio me if I nhndgo Uns conference A 
hnef fleH<nplioii of a hloofh figlit is Joiig enough to satisfy a 
)id}'s , and unless Lord of Ltiidcsn} has some- 

thiiiir nmn^ unjiortnnt to tell ns timn of the deeds n Inch old 
Ihdl thet'it u*hie\id, and Iiota he inonld himself base emulated 
llipin, li id time and tide ptunittcd, we will retire to our pmato 
npirtmnnt , and ^ on, I leniing, shull finisli reading to ub ponder 
Iillle trenti‘*e flrx JMomonfn'h^ 

in ulaiii,' ‘‘'lid Liiidc‘'*ir, liis complexion reddening in 
his tuni! '1 know jour quick wit loo well of old to have sought 
m niton TW tint sou wight sljsi 7 >cn its tfJgo at the expense 
of my honom Lonl Kutlncii ind nnsclf, with Sii Itohcrt 
Afei\ille 'IS a <onuimuit> aime to xoiirGmce on the part of the 
‘cen'f roiniril, to tender to \ou whit much concerns the safety 
of sour own life ami the welfaie of the stale ’ 

*^"nie scoiot toumil s-nd the Queen *Uy what powers 
can It snhsmi or art, while I, from whom it holds its chanictcr, 
mil hew* del lined under unjust rustnciint? But it matteio not 
whiii roncoms the welfare of Scotland &]iall be acceptable to 
^^firv Stuart, tome fiom wb*ilc\ei ipiartcr it will, and for wrlw^ 
roiKcnis her own life, «ho bus liscd long enough to lie weaxy of 
It, c\ cii at the age of tw enty-fn c TOioro is j our colleague, my 

lord, wh\ lurnoshc?* ^ i 

MIoconiCB, madam, ’said Melville and Lord Kuthx mi entered 
at the Hist mL holding in hia liand a jncket As the Queen 
leiumcd his wiUitation, she became doadlj pnlo, but instantij* 
recoieicd licrsclf^hj dint of sltctig and sudden rcsoliitioa, jiiw 
ns tho noble, whose appearance fcoemed to excite such emotions 
m her liosom. entcml tho niwitmcut m company swth 
Douglas, the youngest son of tlie Knight of Loclilevcn, Trho, 
dunug tho absence of his father and brethwm, actc^ as 
of the ftistle, under the direction of tho elder Lady Lochlcven, 
iiib fatlicr 8 mother 



CHAPTER XXn 

1 ^T 0 this bc&TT irom ofT liosdi 

And this un\iiefdy sceptre from my hand , 

With mme oim twrs 1 irash away my baun) 

With my OTTi hand I give away my crown, 

With mine own tongue deny my sacred state, 

With mme own breath release all duteous oaths 

Baekardn 

Lord Kuthven had the look and beanng which became a soldier 
and a statesman, and the martial cast of his form and featmes 
piocured him the popular epithet of Gieystcil, by which he was 
distmguished by bis mtunates, after the heio of a metneal 
ronunco then geneially known His dress, which was a huff 
coat embioidered, had a half-military chaiactei, but exhibited 
nothing of the soidid negligence which distmguishcd that of 
Lmdesaj But the son of an ill-fated sue, and the fiathei of 
a yet moie unfortiinate family, bore m his look that cast of 
inauspicious melancholy by which the physiognomists of that 
tune pretended to distmgnish those who were predestined to a 
violent and unhappy death 

The terror which the presence of this nobleman impressed 
on the Queen’s mmd arose from the active shaie he had home 
mtho slaughter of David Rizzio, his father having ^piesided 
at the perpetration of that abominable crime, although so weak 
fiom long and wastmg illness that he could not endure the 
weight of his armour, having onsen ftom a sick-bed to commit 
a murder m the piesence of his sovereign On that occasion 
his son also bad attended and taken an aftive part It was 
httic to be wondered at that the Queen, considering hei con- 
dition when such a deed of honor was acted in her presence, 
should retain an mstinctive terror for the principal actors m the 
murder She returned, however, with grace the salutation of 
l^rd Ruthven, and extended her hand to Geoige Douglas, who 
kneeled and kissed it with respect— the fiist mark of a subject’s 
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hoiDogo which Soland Gnome had seea any of them render to 
tlic captive sovereign She returned his greeting in silence 
and there was a biief paus6> during ^thidh the steward o! the 
coatle^ a man of a sad brow and a severe eye, placed, under 
Qcoige Douglas's direction^ a table and wiiting matenals, and 
tlie page, ol^dient to his mistress’s dumb signal, advanced a 
largo chan to tbo side on uhich the Queen stood, the table 
tliUB formmg a sort of bar whioh divid^ the Queen and her 
personal followera fiom her unwelcome visitors The steward 
then withdiew, after a low leveience When he had closed the 
door behind him, the Queen broke silence ' With joarlavour, 
my loids, I will sit , my walks are not indeed extensive enough 
at present to fatigue me greatly, yet I find repose something 
more necessary than usual ’ 

j^o sat down acooidin^y, and, Coding her cheek with her 
beautiful hand, looked keenly and impressively at each of the 
nobles in turn ^huy Elenung applied hei kerchief to her 
eyes, and Gathenue Seyton and Boland Gneme exchanged a 
glance, which showed that both were too deeply engrossed with 
sentiments of interest and commiseiation for their royal mistipsa 
to think of anything which regarded themselves 

wait the purpose of your mission, my lord%’ said the 
Qued^ after she had been seated for about a minute without a 
word being spoken— ‘I wait your message fiom those you call 
the secret council I tiust it is a petition of pardon, and a 
desire that I will lesume my nghtful throng without using 
with due seventy my nght of punishing those who have dis- 
possessed me of it?' 

‘Madam,’ rej^ied Buthven, ’it is pamful for us to speak 
harsh tiuths to a pnneess who has long ruled us But we 
come to offer, not to implore, pardon In a word, mndi^ we 
have to piopose to you, on the part of the secret council, tot 
yon sign these deed^ which will contribute grea% to to 
^ifioation of to stat^ to advancement of God’s Word, and 

the welfore of your own futuie life’ 

‘ Am I expected to take these fair words on trust, my loid^ 
or may I hear the^contents of these reeoncilmg papers eie I am 

ftglrftd to Sign them 9 ' « i 

‘Unquestionably, madam, it is our pilose and wmh you 
should read wtot you are required to sign, repued 

‘BequiiedJ’ relied the Queen, with some en^hnsiB, but 
the phrase suits well Ibe matter Bead, my lord 

The Lord Ruthveii proceeded to read a formal lustnunenis 



THE ABBOT 


229 1 


running m the Queen’s name, and scttag forth that die had 
been called, at an eoily age, to the admimstiation of the crown 
and realm of Scotland, and had toiled diligently therein, until 
she was in body and ^mt so weaned out and disgusted that 
she was unable any longer to endure the tiuvail and pain of 
state af&uB, and that, smeo God had blessed her with a fan 
and hopeful son, she was desnous to ensure to him, even while 
she yet lived, his succession to the mown, which was his by 
nght of hereditary descent 'Wherefore,’ the mstrument pro- 
ceeded, 'we, of the motherly affection we hear to our said son, 
have renounced and demittra, and, by these our letters of fiec 
good-will, renounce and denut, the crown, government, and 
guiding of the realm of Scotland, in favour of oui said son, that 
he may succeed to us as native pnnee thereof, as much os if we 
had been removed by disease, and not by oui own propei act 
And t^t this demission of om loyal authonty may have the 
more full and solemn effect, and none pretend ignorance^ wo 
give, grant, and commit full and fice and plain power to our 
trusty cousins, Lord Lmdesay of the Byres and William Lord 
Ruthven, to appeal m oui name befoie as many of the nobihty, 
c^rgy, and buigesses as may be assembled at Stilling, and 
there, m our name and b^alf, publicly, and m then presence, 
to renounce the crown, guidance^ and goveromeut of this oui 
kingdom of Scotland ’ 

The Queeu heie broke m with an air of extreme surprise 
'How IB thi^ mylordsi’ she said 'Are my ears turned rebels, 
that th^ deceive me with sounds so extraordmaiy 1 And yet 
it 18 no wondei that^ having conversed so long with lehcillion, 
they should now force its language upon my understanding 
Say I am mistaken, my lords— say, for the honoiu of youi- 
solves and the Scotch nobility, tbot my n^t trusty oousms 
of Lmdesay and Buthven, two barons of wailiko fame and 
ancient hne^ have not sought the pnson-bou&e of their kind 
mistress foi such a purpose as these woids seem to imply 
Say, for the sake of honour and loyally, that my ears have 
dccenedmo’ 

‘No, madam,’ said Kuthven, gravely, ‘your ears do fvot 
deceive you , they deceived you when thoyVere closed against 
the preachers of the Evangel, and the honest advice of your 
faithful subjects , and when they were evei open to flattery of 
pickthanks and traitors, foreign cubiculaTS and domestic mnnons 
The land may no longer brook the rule of one who cannot rule 
herself , wherefore I pray you to comply with the last xemam- 
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lug \7ish of jom subjocis and counsellors, and spore youisdf 
and U8 tbe forfiher agitation of matters so painful ’ 

‘And 15 tins all mj loring subjects lequiie of me. mv lordf^ 
said Mary, in a tone of bittei iiony ‘ Do tb^ really stmt 
themsolvea to the easy boon that I should yield up tlie oiowu, 
which IS mine by biithiight, to an infant which is sccuoely 
more than a year old , fling down my sceptre, and take up a 
distafff 0 no * it is too Lttle for them to That otliei 
loll of paichment contaius something holder to be complied 
leith, and which may moie highly tax my icodiness to comply 
with tibo petitions of my lieges * 

‘This paichment^' ausneied Buthven, in the same tone of 
inflexible giavity, and uufoldmg the instiumcnt as ho spokc^ 
‘is one by which your Ghoce constitutes youi neoiest m blood, 
and the most honourable and trust’s oi thy of youi subject^ 
James Eail of Murray, legont of the kingdom dunng the 
rnmoiity of the young iing He alieady holds the appointment 
flora the seciet council * 

The Queen gave a sort of shnek, and dapping hei hands 
togetheii exdaimed, ‘Comes the oiiow out of ins guirei ? — out 
of my biother*B bow? Alas* I looked for his letum fron 
Eiance oa my sole^ at least my leadies^ chance of delireranco 
And ^-ot, when I heard that he had assumed the govermnont, 
1 guessed he ivould shame to widd it in my name * 

‘I must pray youi answei, m ada m/ said Loid Buthi'cn, ‘to 
the demand of the council ’ 

‘ The of the council * * said the Queen , * say rather 

the demand of a sot of robbeis, impatient to divide the spoil 
they have seized To such a demand, and sent by the 
of a tnutoi, whose scalp, but foi my womanish mcioy, should 
long Since have stood on tlie city gates, Maiy of Scotland lias 
no answer ‘ 

‘I trust, madam,’ said Lord Ruthvon, * my being imacccpt- 
able to youi pieaenco will not add to your obduracy of i(^u- 
tiou It may become you to lemember that the death of the 
mmion, Eiaaw^ cost the house of Buthven its head and Jeud^. 
My father, moie ^jorthy than a whole province of sudi 
sycophants, died m exile, and broken-hcor^ 

The Queen clasped hei hands on her face, and, hoi 

aims on the table, stooped down bei head and wept so 
that the tears were seen w find their way m stic^is 
the white and slender fingers with which she endeavoured to 

conceal them 
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lords,* scad Sir Bobert Melville, * tbis istoo much ngour* 
Under your lordships* favour, vre came hither, not to revive old 
gnef% but to find the mode of avoiding ne^ ones ’ 

* Sir Bobert Melville^’ said Buthyen, * tis c best knovr for v hat 
purpose \re vrcie delated hither, and vrherefoie you x^crc some* 
vhat unnecessarily sent to attend us * 

‘Nay, by my hand/ said Lord Liudesay, ‘I know not why 
UG uere cumbered vrith the good knight, unless he comes m 
place of the lump of sugaruhii^ pothicaisput into theiruholc- 
Eome but bitter medicaments, to please a frouard cbild — a 
needless labour, methmk^ where men have the means to make 
them swallou the physic ^herwise * 

‘Nay, my lords,* said Melville, ‘yehestkiiDw yourownscciet 
mstruebons I conceive 1 shall be&t ob^ nunc m btnving to 
mediate between her Grace and you * 

‘Be silen^ Sir Robert Mdville,* said the Queen, ansmg, and 
her face still glofamg with agitation as she spoke * My kerchief, 
Rommg » I shame that traitors should have power to mo\e me 
thus Tell me, proud lords/ she added, wipmg auuy the tears 
as she spoke, ‘by what earthly warrant can hege subjects pre- 
to change the rights of on anomted sovereign, to throw 
^the allegiance they ha^o vowed, and to take away the crown 
nom the head on which Dime wamnt had placed it?* 
‘il^m/ said Ruthven, ‘ I will deal plainly with you. Your 
mm, fr^ the dismal field of Pinkie Cleuch, when you were a 

y® ^ ^ame before 


««, .mvu ueeuBuena raageayor losses, disasters, cimI dissensions. 
S T® befoundmour chnmiolea 
English hav^ with one consent, made Scotland 

J; year passed oicr without rcbelhon and slaughte 
ittolri'’ commons We maySdiS 

bath 

mused the gift of hearkenmg to wise counsel, and on\Fho<.o 
dealings and projects uo blcssiig hath eyerXeS L ° 
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ing at no ciueltj to gratify youi tabng deep levoi^ for 

the slightest offences, and setting at defiance those irise laws 
whioh jom ancestors made foi stanching of snoh cruelty, 
rebelhng against the lawful authoiily, and bcanng yourselves 
as if there were no king in the land, or rather as if cadi were 
king m his own premises And now you throw the blame on 
me — on me, whose life has been embittered — whose deep has 
been bioken — whose happiness has been wreoked, by your 
dissensions Have I not myself been obliged to traverse wilds 
and mountains, at the head of a few faithful followers!, to 
mftiTi tajp peace and to put down oppression 9 Have 1 not worn 
harness on my person, and earned pistols at my saddle fam to 
lay aside the softness of a woman, and the di^ty of a queen, 
that I imght show an evomple to my foUlowors 9’ 

* Wo grants madam,’ said Lindesay, ‘ that the af&ays occor 
sioncd by your misgovemment may sometimes have startled 
you lu the midst of a masque or golhaid , oi it may he that such 
may liave inteirupted the idolatry of the moss, or the Jesmticul 
counsels of some Iteioih amhassador But the longest and 
seveiest journey which your Grace has taken m my momoiy 
was from Hawioik to Hennitage Gasde , and whether it wa^oi 
the weal of the state, or for yoiu own honoui, rests with your 


Grace’s consmenoe ’ 

The Queen turned to him with mewressible sweetness of tone 
and manner, that engaging look which Heaven had assigned 

her, as if to show that the choicest arts to win men’s affections 
may be given m vam *Lmdesay,’ she said, 'you spoke not to 
me m this stem tone, and with such scuml tannt, yon fair 
summer evening, when you and I shot at the butts against the 
Bail of Mar and toy Livingstone, and won of them 
evenings coUation, m the pnvy gaiden of ^ Andiows Tlio 
Mastei of Lmdesay was then my fnend, and vowed to be my 
soldier How I baie offended the Loid of Lmdesay 1 know 
not, unless honours have changed manners ’ 

Haid-hearted as he wa% Lmdesay seemed struck with this 
imesroect^ appeal, but almost instantly replied, 'MMom, it is 
well known tW your Grace could in those days make fools of 
whomever approached you I pretend not to have been ww 
than others But gayer men and better ooui^era soon jostied 
aside my rude homage, and I thmk your Gm™ 
lememher times when my aukuard attompta to toke ti io 
mannere that pleased you uere the q»rt of the court popinjays, 
the Manes and the Pienohwomcn ’ 
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lord, I gnove if I lia\'e ofiFended you through idle gaiety/ 
said the Queen, 'and can but say it was most nnwittangly 
done You are fulty revenged , for through gaiety,* she said 
with a sigh, 'will I never ofifond any one more * 

' Our time is wastmg, madam,* said Lord Bnthven , ‘ I must 
pray your decision on this weighty matter which I have sub- 
xmtted to yon * 

‘What, my lord ** said the Queen, ‘upon the instant, and 
without a moment’s tune to dehberate? Can the council, as 
th^ term themselves, expect this of me 1 ’ 

‘Madam/ replied Bttthven, ‘the conned hold the opinion 
that, since the fatal term whidi passed betwixt the night of 
King Hrawy’s murder and the day of Carbeny Hill, your Grace 
should have held yon prepared for the measure now pioposed, as 
the easiest escape horn your numerous dangers and difficulties ’ 
‘Great God>* exclaimed the Qneen, ‘and is it as a boon 
that you propose to mo, what every Chnstian king ought to 
regard as a loss of honour eQ[ual to &e loss of life * You take 
from me my crown, my power, my subjects, my wealth, my 
state What, m the name of every sami can you offer, or do 
you Oder, m reqmtal of my compliance ? ’ 

^We give you pardon,’ answoied Ruthven, sternly, ‘we 
give you space and means to spend your remammg life m pern* 
tcnce and seclusion , w e g:ive you tune to make your peace with 
Heaven, and to receive the pure Gospel, which you have ever 
iq)ected and pearseented * 

The Queen tamed pale at the menace which this speech, as 
well as rough and indexible tones of the speakei, seemed 
distinctly to infer ‘And if I do not comply wi& your request 
so fiercely urged, my lord, what then follows!* 

She said this m a voice m which female and natum] fear 
was contending with the feelmgs of msulted dignity There 
was a pause^ as if no one cared to return to the question a dis- 
tinct answer. At length Buthven spoke ‘ Them is little need 
to tc)] to your Grace, who are well read both in the laws and 
m the chronicles of the letdm, that murder and adultery are 
onmes for which ere now queens themselves have suffered 
death* • 

‘And where, my lord, or how, found you an accusation so 
homblo agomst her who stands bkore you! ’ said Queen Mnxy. 
* Tlie foul and odious calumnies which have poisoned the general 
mind of Scotland, and have placed me a helpless pnsemer m 
yom hands, are surely no proof of gmlt!* 
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* Wo need look fen no fnrilier proof,’ rephod the stem Lord 
RntbvGn, 'than the shameless moniago hottvzit the wido^v of 
tliQ murdoied and the leader of the hand of murdcrors > They 
that jojned hands m the fated month of May luid already 
united liearts and counsel m the deed ‘which preceded that 
maiiiago hut a few bnef weeks ' 

'My Iwd — ^mylord > 'said the Queen, eagerly, ‘lememherwell 
theie were more consents than mine to that fatal union — that 


most unhappy act of a most Unhappy life The o\il steps 
adopted by sovereigus are often the suggestion of bad coun- 
sellors, but these counsellors ate worse toan fiends who tempt 
and betray, if they themselves are the first to call then unfoi tu- 
uato pnucos to answoi for the consequences of thou own advice 
Heard ye ntn^er of abend by the nobfe, mylord^ leoommendmg 
that ill-fated union to the ill-fated Mary? hlothmkB, were it 
catofully examined, w e should sec that the names of Morton, and 
of Lindosay, and of Bnthven may be found in that bond, which 
picssed mo to many that unhappy man Ah * stout and loyal 
Lord Hcmci^ who nevet knew guile oi dishonour, you bent 
your noble knee to me in vam, to warn mo of my danger, and 
wort yet the fimt to diaw thy good sword m my cause whqji I 
suffered for neglecting thy counsel * Faithful knight and true 
noble, what a difl^eueo betwixt thee and those counsellois of 
evil W'ho noiv (Jiieaton luy life far having fallen into the snaics 


they spread f6i me * ’ 

'Miidam/ said Buthvon, 'we know that you aie an oiatoi , 
and pexhaps for that reason the council has sent hither 
whose converse hath been more with the wars than wim the 
language of the schools or the cabals of state we hub deaio 
to know if, on assuinnce of life and honour, ye will denut the 
lulo of this kingdom of Scotland ?’ 

•And what warrant have I,’ said the Queen, that yo will 
keep treaty mth me, if I should bartei my kin^y estate for 
bccliision and leave to weep in secret?’ * n 

»Our honour and our word, madam,’ answered Itomvcm 
*Thev are too slight and unsdid pledge^ my lord, said tlio 
Queen, ‘add at Jeast a handful of thistledown to give them 

w'ciffht m the balance ’ " j r 

*A.v,ay, Euthven,' said Lindesay, ‘*o was evei d^ to 
counsel, rave of slaves and sycophants let her remain hy her 
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If my presonco 'niih you could avail augbt, it mubt be as a 
mediator, do nol^ I conjure you, lea^c the castle, oi break off 
the conference, until I bring you vrord bow her Grace shall 
finally stand disposed ’ 

^Wo AviU lemam m the ball/ said Lindesay, ‘for half an 
hour’s space, but in demising oui uords and oni pledge of 
honour, she touched the honour of my name let her look 
heisdf to the course she has to pursue If the half-hour should 
pass av ay v ithout hei determining to comply v ith the demands 
of the nation, hez caioer will be bnef enough ’ 

With little ceremony the two nobles left the apartment, 
traversed the vestibule, and descended the winding stairs, the 
clash of Lmdesay’s huge suoid being hcaid as it rang agamat 
caoh step m his descent Gcoige Douglas follo\\ed them, aftoi 
cichaugmg with Mdnlle a gestme of surprise and sympathy. 

As soon as they were gone, the Queen, giving way to gnef, 
fear, and agitation, tlircw herself into the seat, wiung her hands^ 
and seemed to abandon herself to despair Hoi female attend- 
ants, weepmg themsdves, endeavoured yet to pray her to ho 
composed, and Su Hohert Melville, kneelmg at her feet, made 
the«ame entreaty Aftm givmg way to a passionate hurst of 
Bonow, she at length said to MeMe, * Elnecl not to me, Mehillo 
—mock me not with the hom«^e of Uie person, when the heait 
is fai away Why stay you behind with the deposed — the con- 
demned hm who h^ but few hours poicbance to live ? You 
have been favouied as well os the lest , w by do you continue the 
empty show of gratitude and thankfulness any longei than they?* 

* Madam,’ said Sir Robert Melville, * so help me Heaven at 
my need, my heart is as true to you as when you were in your 
highest place ’ 

‘ True to me • — true to mo ^ ’ repeated the Queen, with some 
acorn, ‘tush, Mdville, what signifies the truth which walks 
hand m hand with myeneimea’ falsohoodl Thy hand and thy 
Bword have nevci been so well acquamted that I can trust 
thee m aught wheie manhood is reqmied 0, Seyton, foi thy 
hold father, who is both wise, true, ntifl valiant * ’ 

Mand Gimme could withstand no longer bis earnest desire 
to offer Jus s^ces to a pnneess so distressed and so beautiful 
If one sword, he said, ‘madam, can do anything to back the 
visdom of this grave counsellor, or to defend your rightful 
cause, here is my weapon, and here is my hand ready to draw 
and use it And raismg Ins sword with one hand, he laid the 
other npou the hilt 
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As ho thus held up t^o troapou, Cathorme Sejton exchtimed, 
^Methiuks I sco a token fiom my father, madam S ^nd jxn- 
mcdiately crossmg the apartment^ she took Belaud Gnome by 
tlic skirt of the cloak, and asked him earnestly 'nhence ho had 
that saord 

The page ansuozod irith surpnee, ‘Methinks this is no pre- 
sence in which to jest Surely, damsel, you yourself best know 
ishonco and how I obtamed the weapon ’ 

'Is this a time for folly T said Gathenne Seyton * Un- 
sheathe the sword instantly f ' 

the Queen commands me,^ smd tlie youth, looking to- 
wmds his jc^ mistress 

'For shame, maiden > ^ said the Queen, 'wouldst thou insti- 
gate the poor boy to enter into useless st^ with the two most 
approved soldiers in Scotland?' 

'In your Grace's cause,' replied the page^ 'I will venture my 
life upon them ' ' And as he spoke he drew his weapon partily 
from the sheath, and a pece of pnrobmenl^ rolled around the 
blade, fell out and dropped on the flooi 

Catherine Seyton caught it up with eager haste ‘ It is 
my father's Imndwntmg/ she said, 'and doubtless cony^ 
his best duteous advice to your Majesty, I knew that it was 
prepared to be sent in this weapon, but 1 expected another 


'By my feith, fair onei,' thought Boland, ‘and if you knew 
not that I had such a secret missive about me, 1 was yet more 

ignoiant ' „ ■« j « 

The Queen cast her eye upon the scioll, and lemauied. a 
minutes wrapped in deep thought ‘ Sir Bobert Melville, she 

at length said, ‘this soioU advises me to submit mysoK to 
necessity, and to subscribe the deeds ihese haid men Imve 
bionghb with them, as one who gives way to the natural fear 
mspiied by the threats of lebda and murderers Ton, Jam 
Bobei^ aie a wise man, and Seyton is both s^gaoiow and 
brave Neithei, I think, would miEQead me m this 

‘Madam,' said MelviUe, ‘if I have not the stiength of ^y 
of the Lords Hemes or Seyton, I will yield to nether m 
vour Majesty's servioe I cannot fight for you like these lords, 
hvA neither of them is more willing to die Iot 

‘ I bdieve iti my old and faithM counsellor, said the Qu^ 
• and beheve mo, Melville, I did thee but a moments mjn^M 
-what my Loid Seyton hath -vnitten to u^ end give ns 

thy best counsel ' 
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Ho gtanoed over tibe paicihmenl) aad instanlily replied, ‘ 0 ' 
my dear and rojral nuBtress, only treason itsdf could give you 

M JwMAA A>1*nwK l«aB IsAI A nvimHlfrCUIfl ELCf £^ 01 X 168 } 


Huntly, the i^glish ambassador Thro^ortonj and otherSy 
yoar mends, ate aU alike of opmion imt 'whaf^er deeds or 
instnunents yon execute uitiun these stalls must lose all force 
and effect, as extorted from your Grace by duresse, by sufibi- 
ance of present enl, and fear of men, and harm to ensue on 
your refusal Yield, thezefoie, to the tid^ and be assured that, 
m sahscnbmg what parchments they present to you, you bind 
yourself to nothing, sinoe youi act ii signature wants that 
tilnch alone can make it valid, the free u ill of the grantor ’ 

* Ay, so says my Lord Seyton,’ replied Mary , *yet methink^ 
for the daughter ci so long a hue of sovereigns to resign her 
birthright, because rebels press upon her threats, argues 
little of royalty, and will dl for the fame of Maiy ra f utoxe 
ohronioles l^h ^ Sir Bobeit Mdville, the traitors may use 
black thieats and bold uords, but they will not dare to put 
their hands forth on our person 1’ 

• Alas * madam, they have already daied so fei, and mourred 
TO<m penl the lengths which they have gone, that they ore 
but one step from the worst and uttermost * 

Queen, her fears agam predominating, 
^ttish nobles would not lend themsdves to assassinate a 
helpless woman 1’ 

mada^’ho replied, ‘vrhat hemd epectades 
^ act IS 80 daik tCnae 
if* ^ to dare It? Lord Lmdesoy, 

hiB na^ sul^eas and hardness of temper, is the 
nmi tonsman of Henry Damley, and ButhTea has his^ deep 
^ dangerow pUns The conned, besides, speak of proofs Im 

‘Ah? Zd’lflf ^ letters-of I Low niKhat^ 

^ looked round and paused. 

»yp^n who^^Arf to 

iwgc, whom I have todav soen P®*® 

can tniat afdy with^J I 
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'ITajy nutdaiQ}’ answeicd Molvillo, snch emergence, and 
he being the bcaier of Lozd Sejton’s message, I a\iU Tenture to 
saj before him and these iiiir ladiei^ ^hose tmth and fiddify 1 
dispute not — say, 1 will venture to say, that there me other 
modes besides that of roon tiial by which deposed soveroigDS 
often die j and that^ as ^chmvel saith, theie is but one 
betnivt a king’s pnson and his grave ’ 

‘ Oh f wore it but swift and easy for the body,’ said the im- 
fortunate pnnees^ ' woie it but a safe and happy change foi the 
soul, the woman lives not that would toko step so soon as 
1 1 Bii4 alas 1 Molvillo, when we think of death, a tiioiisand 
sins, which wo have tr^ as worms beneath our feei^ nso up 
agnmst us as ^mmg seipcnts Most mjunouslj do they accuse 
me of aiding Damley’s death , yet^ blessed Lady * I affinded 
too open occasion foi the suspicion 1 espoused il^thwell ’ 

' Think not rf that now , madam,’ said Melville, ‘ think rather 
of the immediate mode of saving yourself and son Comply 
with the present umeasonahle demandsf, and trust that better 


times w'lll shortly arrive ’ 

* Madam,’ said Roland Gimme, * if it pleases you that I should 
do so, I will picsently swim thiough the lake, if th^ refustfme 
othei conveyance to the shoie , I w ill go to the courts succ^ively 
of Engl^ Franco, and Spam, and will show you have mh- 
senbed these nlo instruments from no strongei impulse than 
the fear of death, and I will do battle against them that say 

othei wise’ , , . . 

The Queen turned hei round, and with one of those sweet 
smiles which, dunng the eia of life’s romance, overpay every 
iisk. held hei hand towards Roland, but without sp^ng a 
woid Ho kneeled levoiently and kissed it, and Melville again 

lesumed his plea 1 1 i. 

* Madam,’ he said, ‘ time presses, and you must not let toose 

boats, which I sec they me even now prepanng, put forth on 
tho Inhe Heio aie enough of witnesBes— your 
bold youth—myBd^ irhen it can seiTe tout <»uBe effeotua^, 
foi I would not hastily stand cannmtted in this matto , ^ 
even without mf heie is ondenoe enou^ to show “at 
Iwve yielded to tho demands <rf the ooimofl 
feai, but from no sincere and nneonstramed assent 11^ 
boats aie already manned for their letum, oh' permit your 

old servant to recall them 1 ’ nnnrha 

‘Melville,* Bwd the Queen, ‘thou art an 
when didst toon ever know a soveroign prmoe recsdl 
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presence eul^ects who had parted fiom him on such tenos as 
those on which these envo^ of the coonoil left ns, and who 
yet weie recalled without submission or apology 1 Let it cost 

1 J.L J T. M i1 _ . . . 


'Alas! madam, that empty foim should make a bamei i 
If I rightly undeistand, yon are not unwilhng to hsten to i«d 
and admtageous counsm, but yoin scruple is sayed, 1 hear 
them letummg to ask your final resolution 0 1 take the adrico 
of the noble Seyton, and you may mice moie command those 
w ho now usurp a tnumph o?ei you But hush * I hear them m 
the yestibule * 

As ho concluded speaking Geoige Douglas opened the dom 
of the apartment, and maishaUed m the tao noble envoys 
* We come, madam,’ said the Lmd Buthven, ‘ to request youi 
onswei to the pioposal of the council * 

‘Torn final answei,’ said Lord Lmdesay, *foi with aiefusal 

1 youi 


God, and ensunug youi longei abode m the woild»’ 

^My loids,’ said Jlaiy, w-ith mexpiessiblo grace and dignity, 
' the evils we cannot least we must sulmt to I will suhsoiibo 
these parchments with such hber^ of choice as my condition 
permits me Were I on yonder ahoie, with a fleet jennet and 
ten good and loyal kmghts aiound me, I would subscnhe my 
sentence of eternal condemnation as soon as the lesignation li 
my throne But heie, m the Castle of Loehleven, with deep 
water aiound me, and you, my loids, beside m^ I have no 
fieeto of choice Give me the pen, Melville, and heai witness 
to uhat I d(^ and why I do it ’ 

*It 16 oui hope youi Grace will not suppose yourself com- 
p^ed, by any appiehensions from us,’ said the Lord Euthven, 
to cvecute what must be your own voluntaiy deed * 


* ~ wTiMUD wra muic, ftuu pmcea 

the pambment before hei, with the pen between bei fingeia, 
mdy for important act of signature But when Lord 
Ittithvra had done peaking, she looked up, gbopped short, and 
^ow down the pen she said, * I am e-qpected to deolaie 
i give away my crown of fiee will, oi otherwise than because I 
am compelled to lenounce it by the threat d worse evils to my- 
self and my subj^ I win not put my name to such an uatru 4 
"~noc to earn full nossmsirm nf « 


vw gMiu tuu pusfflTOBTOuoi jsDgiana, Jji 
all once my mra, m possession, or 1 ^ right 
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*Bc^\arc, madnni/ said Lmdcsaj, and, snatching hold of the 
Queen’s arm with hib oimi gauntlctcd hernd, he piessed m 
the rudeness of his passion, moro closdj, perhaps, than ho ‘a as 
lumscif avare of — ' bei^orc how you contend with those who axe 
tho stronger, and lm\o the mostexy of jour fate 

Ho hold lus grasp on hor aim, bending his eyes on her with 
a stom and intimidating look, till both Jtuthven and Melnlle 
cried * Shame 1' and Douglas, who had hitheito lemamed m a 
state of appaient apathy, hod made a stndo from the dooi, as 
if to interfere TIio rude baron then quitted his hold, disguising 
tlie confusion w hich ho i cally felt at havmg indulged bis passion 
to such o\tGnt undor a sullen and contemjituouB smile 

Tho Qncen immediately began, with an eiqneBsion of pom, 
to bare the arm which he hod grasped, by drawmg up the sleeve 
of her gown, and it appeared that his gnpc hod left the purple 
marks of his non fingers upon hci flesh ‘ My lord,’ she said, ‘as 
a knight and gentleman, you might have spared my frail arm so 
severe a proof that you have tho greater strength on your side, 
and arc resolved to use it But I thank you for it— it is tho 
most decisive token of the terms on whioh this day’s business 
istoicbt I drawyou to witness both lords and ladies,’ she said, 
showing tho marks of the grasp on her arm, ‘that I subacn^ 
these mstnimonta m obedience to the sign-manual of my Lori 
of Lindesay, w^hich you may ace impnutM on mine arm 

Lindcsay would have spoken, but was restrained hj his 
colleagno Buthvon, who said to hun, 'Peace, my loid Let 
the Lady Maty of Scotland asonbo her signature to what 
sho will, it IS our business to pioouro it, and cany it to the 
council Should there bo debate hereafter on the manner in 
which It was adhibited, there will he time enough for it* 
Lmdesay was silent accordin^y, only muttenng witbm hia 
beard, ‘I meant not to hurt her, but I think womens flesh 

be as tender as new-fallen snow* 

Tho Quocn mEanwhilo subscribed iho rolls of parchmmt 
uith a hasty indifference, as if thqr been rnatt^ irf slight 
consequence, or of mere formality Wben 
this painful tads, oho arose, and, having oour^^ to tho loi^ 
x!os about to uithdiaw to her chamber R^thrm and Sff 
Eobert Melville msdo, the first a fon^ 
an obeisance, m ^hioh his desire to acknowledge h*® 

“sobviou^y chedsed by thef^of_^ppe^g m die^^rf 


See The lUslgnRtfcii of Queen Mety l^ote 10 
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stood motionlesi^ even iiiheu the^' were preparing to withdniw 
At length; a& if moved by a sadden impulse, he walked round 
the table which had hitherto been betwixt them and the Queen, 
kneeled on one knee, took hei hand, kissed it, let it fall and 
arose * Lad j,’ he said, * thou art a noble creature, even though 
thou hast alwed God^s choicest gifts I pay that devotion to 
thy manbness of spint which 1 would not ha\e paid to the 
power thou hast long undeservedly wielded I kneel to Mar}*' 
Stuart, not to the Queen ’ 

^Thc Queen and Mary Stuart pity thee alike, Lmdesay/ said 
Moiy — 'alike th(^ pity, and they foigiic thee An hemoured 
soldier hadst thou been by a kin^s side, leagued vnth rebels, 
what art thou but a go^ blade in the bsmds of a rufSan f 
FateweU, my lord Butbxen, the smoother but the deeper 
traitor Faiewell, Lldvdle Mayst thou find masters that can 
understand state policy better, and have the means to icward it 
moie ndily, than Mary Stuart * Faiewell, George of Douglas ; 
make your respected grand-dame comprehend that we would 
he alone foi the remainder of the day God w ot, wo have need 
to collect om thoughts ’ 

withdrew , but scarce bad they entered the 
\estihme ere Ruthven and Lmdesay were at vananoe 'Chide 
notwith Ruthven/ Lmdesay was heaid to say in answer 
to something moie mdistmctly uiged by hisi colleague— 'chide 
not with me, for I will not baook it ’ You put the hangman*s 
office ^ me lu this matter, and even the very hangman hath 
T^nw <na whom he d^ his office. 

I^uldlhad as deep cause to he this Ws friend as I ha\c 

•Thou irt a Bvreet mimon,’ aaid Euthren, ‘to ficht a Iadv». 

Efl’ ® bnw and a teafm the® jo » Such 

toys have been out of % thoughts this many a yeJ' 

Do me nght, Euthven/ said landesav. •Yoa am lifco n 
pohsh^ corslet of steel it shmes more gaudilr hut it is not n 

Iwat^ and the Queen suro^to ^ summon them 
,«d u.„ •« 


ZI 



CHAPTEE XXin 


Give me a monel on the greensaard mtliOTj 
^aise as you \Pill tlie coofcmc Let the ficsh sprinc 
Bubble beside mv napkin, and the free bitd^ 
Twittering and hop ixom bongh to boimb. 

To ohum the crnmhs I lea^ c for peiqnisitea , 

Yonr pruon-feasta I like not 

The rFbodemaiiy a JUrama 


A BECJ^s in the yestibule \7as enlightened by a small 'nmdow, 
at 'which Boland Gimme stationed himself to mark the departuio 
of the lords He could see then fdUowers mustering on horse- 
back under their respective banners, the 'western snn glancing 
on their corslets and steel caps as they moved to andrfio, 
mounted or dismounted^ at mterrals On the narrow space 
betwixt fbe castle and the water, the Lords Buthven and 


Lindesay ueie already moviug slowly to their boater accom- 
panied by the Lady of Lochlcven, her grandson, and ‘their 
pnncipal attendants They took a ceiemomous leave of eadi 
other, os Boland could discern 1^ their gestures, and the boats 
put off from tbeii landmg-jdace , the boatmen stretched to 
thoir oaxst, and they speedily dinumshed upon the of the 
idle gazer, who had no better employment than to watch their 
mofaons Such seemed also the occupation of the Lady Looh- 


leven and George Douglas, who, retmnmg from the landing- 
place, looked fiequently ^ck to the boats, and at length 
stopped, as if 'to observe then piogress, undei the window at 
which Boland Grseme was stations As they gored on the 
lake, he could hear the lady distinctly say, ‘And she has bent 
her mind to save her life at the expense of her kingdom 

* Hoi life, ^ ’ replied her son , ‘ 1 know nob who 'would 

dale to attempt it in the castle of my fdthoi Had I dreamt 
that it was with such purpose tliat Lindesay insisted on bnng- 
ing his followers hither, neither he noi they should liavc passed 
the iron gate of Locbleven Castle ' 

*I ^eak not of pn\ate slaughter, my son, hut of open trial, 
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eondexnimtioni and execution^ £oi 'with such she has been 
threatened, and to suoh thieate ahe has ^ven ^(ay Had die 
not more ^ the false Guisian blood than of the lojal lace of 
Scotland in her veins, she hod bidden them defiance to their 
teeth But it is all of the same complexion, and meanness is the 
natural oompamon of profligacy. I am disdboiged, forsooth, 
from mtrudmg on her gracious presence this evening Go Aou, 
my son, and lender the usual service of the meal to this uu- 
queened queen ’ 

‘So please you, lady motbei,’ said Douglas, ‘I care not 
greatly to approach her presence ’ 

‘ Tliou art right, my son , and therefoie I tiust thy prudence, 
even hecauso I have noted thy caution She is like an isle on 
the ocean, surrounded vnth shelves and quicksands its veidure 
fau and inviting to the eye, but the 'wreck of many a goodly 
vessel which had appioached it too rashly But for thee, my 
son, I feai nought , and we may not, Tt im oiii honour, suffer 
hex to cat without the attendance of one of us She may die 
by the judgment of Heaven, or the fiend may have po'aei ovei 
her m hci deiq^an , and then we w ould be touched m houom to 
she»v that, m cm house, and at our table, she had had all fair 

nlfW Hint? fif.finep nieami ^ 


Here Boland "a as mterrupted by a smart tap on the Moulders, 
xcmmdmg him sharply of Adam Woodcock’s adventure of the 
^ceding evening Ho turned round, almost expecting to see 
the page of St Midxaers hostelry He saw, mdeed, Catherine 
Seyton, but she was in female attaie, diffenng, no doubt, a 
great deal in shape and materials fiom that which she had aom 
when they first met, and becoming her birth as the daughter of 
a groat baron, and her rank as the attendant on a princess 
‘Sc^&ii pag^’said she, ‘eaves-dioppmgisoneof vourpa£e-like 
qualitaefi^Ipxesumc?’ ^ r-o 

‘Fair sistei,’ answered Boland, m the same tone, ‘if some 
mends of mme be as well acquamted witli the rest of our 
mystoy as ^ey aie with the arts of swearing swaggering;, and 
switchmg, they need ask no page m Chnstendom for further 
insight into his vocation ’ 

Unleffi that prottj speech mfer that you have yourself had 
tlie disoiplmc of the switch since we last met, the piohabihty 
whererf I nothing doubts I pxofess, fair page, I am at a loss to 
^ectmo your meami^ But there is no time to debate it 
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Four bcrvants cntcied bcanng disbe^ preceded bj the same 
bUsijD old stouard whom Itoland had alr^y seen, aud follo^tcd 
Tm Gooigo Dougbs^ already mentioned as the grandson of the 
Ltidy of Lochlcvcn^ and ^hO/ acting as Bone&cTial; lepresented 
upon this ocoaMou lus father, the loid of the castle He 
entered ii\ith Ins anus folded on Lis Losom, and his looks bent 
OH the gioiind With the assistanco of Poland GuBme, a table 
nas suitably coTOicd in the next or middle apartment^ on 
nhich the domestics placed their bin dens with gieat iie^erenoc^ 
ilio stewaid and Douglas heading Ion when they hod seen the 
table piopoily adorned, as if then royal prisoner had sat at the 
board in question llio door opened, and Douglas, nusuig his 
eyes hastily, cast them again on the earth, when he peicoived 
it Avas only the Lady Hary Fleming who entered 
‘ Her Giacc/ she said, ‘ will not cat to-night * 

' Let us hope she may be othern ise persuaded,’ said Douglas , 
^ meanwhile^ madam, please to see our duty performed ’ 

A borvant presented bread and salt on a silver plati^ and the 
old steward caned for Douglas a wnall morsel in succession 
from each of the dishes presented, which he tasted, as was then 
the custom at the tables of pnnoc^ to which death was often 
suspected to find its way m the diagwBe of food 

*Tbo Queen will not then come forth to-n^ht1 said 


Douglas 

'She has so dcteimined,' replied the lady 
* Om further attendance then is unnecesBarj we o you 
to 3 ^ur supper, fair ladies, and wish you good-oven * 

He retired slowly as ho cam^ and with the same air of deep 
doiootion, and tvas followed by the attendants belonging to tlie 
castle Tho two ladies sate down to their meal, and Boland 
Giaime, with ready alaenty, pepaicd to wait upon 
Catherine Sej'ton whispeicd to her companion, whoieplied witn 
the question, i^kon in a low tone, but looking at too page— 

* la ho of gentle blood and well nui tuned »' 

Tho aiiawer which she leoeived seemed satisiactoiy, for she 
said to Boland, ‘ Sit down, young gentleman, and eat with your 

^^^j^nmt^me rather to peiform iny duly in 
them,' said Boland, anxious to show he was ™ 

lugh tone of deferenoo presenbed by too rules of 
towards the fiur sexi and especially to dames and maidens of 

will find, Bii page,’ said Catoenne, ‘jou wdl have little 
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time allowed you for your meal; waste it not in ceremonyi or 
you may rue your politeness ero to-morrow morning ’ 

* Your fipeech is too ficci maiden/ said tbc elder lady , * the 
modesty of the youth may teaoh you more fitting fashions 
to\vd]:ds one whom to-day you hare seen for the first time * 

Cathenne Seyton cast down her eyes, hut not till she had 
given a single glance of inerpressiblo archness towards Roland, 
whom hei more grove companion now addressed m a tone of 
protection 

^ Regard her not, young gentleman , she knows little of the 
woild, save the forms of a country nimnery , take thy place at 
the board-end, and refresh thyself after thy joum^ ’ 

Roland Gnemc obeyed wilbngly, as it was the first food he 
had that day tasted, for Lmdesay and his followers seemed 
icgardlcss of human wants Yet, notwithstanding the sharp- 
ness of lus appetite, a natural gallantry of disposition, the desire 
of showing mmself a well-nurtured gentleman in all courtesies 
towards the fair sex, and, for aught 1 know, the pleasure of 
assisting Oathermo Seyton, kept his attention awake, during the 
meal, to all those nameless acts of duty and service which 
gaHants of that age were accustomed to reudci Ho carved 
with neatness and decorum, and selected duly whateicr was 
most delicate to place before the ladies Eie they could form 
a wish, he sprung from the table ready to comply with it — 
poured wine — ^tempeied it with water — removed and exchanged 
tienchers, and performed the whole honours of the table, with 
on air at once of cheerful diligence, profound respect, and grace- 
ful promptitude 

When he observed that they had finished eating, he hastened 
to offer to the elder lady the silver ewer, basm, and napkin, 
with the cciemony and gravity which he would have used 
towards Mary herself He next, with the same decorum, having 

supphed the basin with fiiir water, presented it to Cathenne 
Seyton Apparently she was determined to disturb his self- 
possession if possible , for, while m the act of bathmg her band^ 
she contrived, as it were by accident, to flat some drops of 
water upon the face of the assiduous assistant But if such 
was h^ mischievous purpose she was com;|^etely disappointed^ 
for Roland Gnemc, internally piquing himself on his self-com- 
mand, neither laughed nor was discomposed, and all that the 
maiden gained by her frolic was a seveie rebuke from her 
taxmg her with roal-address and mdeconim. 
Oaroenne replied not^ but sat pouting, samethmg in theliumouT 
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of A spoilt diild} y^ho Tratdtes the opportunity of Tmakingupon 
some ono oi othei its icscntmcnt for a deserved repnmand 
The Lady 3 Iary Fleming, m the meontthii^ Mras naturally 
i\c 1 l pleased with the o\act and roment observance of the 
pige, and said to Gathcnne, aftci a favourable glance at Holiind 
Gimme, *You might ncll say, CUthciiuc^ our companion m 
captivity UAS noil bom and gently nurtuxed I uould not 
inoko him vain by my piuis^ but hia senices enable us to dis- 
pense MJth those uhzoii Geoige Douglas condescends not to 
aHord us, save when the Quoen is her^ zn piesence ’ 

^Umphl I thzsh hardly/ ansaeied Cayenne 'Geoigo 
Douglas 18 ono of the most handsome gallants m Scotland, and 
*ti 8 pleasure to seo him c\en still, uhen the gloom of Loohleveu 
Castle has shed tho same melanc^ly ovei him that it has done 
ovci ovciything else When ho uas at Holyxood, uho uould 
have said tlio jouug sprightly Geoige Douglas would have been 
contented to play the locksman heie in LochleTen, uith no 
gayer amusemont than that of turning tho key on tuo or three 
holploss uomen f A stionge office for a knight of the bleedmg 
hcAXt , uhy does he not leave it to his father or his biothers^ 
*Pexhaps, like us^ he has no choice/ ansueied the liidy 
Fleming 'But, Catheime, thou hast used thy buef amco at 
couit uoll, to remombez what Geoige Douglas uas then 

* I used nunc eyes;, uhioh I suppose uos uhat I nas designed 
to do, and they ueio uorth using there When I uas at tlie 
nuuueiy, they ueio veiy useless appurtenances , and now I am 
at Loohlcven, tliey are good foi nothing, save to look over that 
oteiiul woik of embioidcty ’ 

'You speak thus, uhen you baro been but a mw benef hours 
amongst us uas this the maiden uho would bvo ^d die m a 
dungeon, might she but have peimission to uait on hex giacious 

^ ‘ Nav, if you chide in earnest, my jest is ended,* said Oathermo 
Seyton" 'I uonld not jield in attachment to my pom 
mother to tho gravest dame that ever had saus upon her 
toneiie. and a douWe-stardied ruff around liei throat you kno^ 
I would noU Dame Maiy Flemnig, and it is putiang shame on 

mo to say otherwise * , ^ « .-i 1 1. 

‘She -ftill challenge the other court lady,’ thought Bo^d 
Grasme-'she ^^dl to a oertainty fling do^n hex “ 

Dame Maiy Fleming hath but flie soul ^ 
a combat in the lists ' ’ But the answer of Lady Maiy Fleming 
was such as tums away wrath 
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*ThaiL art a good clnld,^ she Baid, *iay Catiienne, and a 
faithful , hfut HeaTen pity him vs^io rfiall have one day a creatuie 
80 beautiful to debght him, and a thing so mischievous to 
tonnent bun • thou oit fit to dnvo tuenty husbands staik mad ’ 

‘ Hay,’ said Gathenu^ xosuming the full careex of her careless 
good-humour, *he must be half-witted beforehand that gives 
me such an opportunity. But I am glad you are not angiy^ 
uith me m smconty,’ casting herself as she spoke mto the arms 
of her fnend, and contmumg, with a tone of apologetic fondness, 
while she kissed her on either side of the fiice — ‘ You know, my 
dear Fleming, that I have to contend with both my father’s 
lofty pnde and with my mother’s high spirit God bless them ^ 
they have left mo these good qualities, havmg small portion to 
give besides, as times go , and so I am wilf and saucy , but 
let me remain only a vreek m this castle, and 0, my dear 
Flemmg, my ^nt will be as diastised and as humble as 
thine own ’ 

Dome Maty Fleming’s sense of dignity, and loro of form, 
could not resist this affectionate appeal She kissed Catherme 
Seyton m her turn affectionately , while, answermg the last part 
of dier speech, she said, ^ Now, Our Lady forbid, dear Gathenne, 
that you should lose aught that is beseeming of what becomes 
so well your light heart and lively humour Keep hut your 
sharp wit on this side of madness, and it cannot but be a blessing 
to us But let me go, mad wench — ^1 hear her Grace tou<£ 
hci silver call ’ And, extncatmg herself from Gatherme’s grasp, 
she went towards the door of Queen Mary’s apartment, from 
which was heard the low tone of a silver whistle, which, now 
only used by the boatswains m the navy, was then, foi want 
of hdls, the ordinary mode by which ladies even of the very 
highest rank, summoned then domestics \^en she had made 
two or three stops towards the door, however, she turned hack, 
and advancing to the young couple whom she left together, she 
said, m a very senous though a low tone, * 1 trust it is impossible 
that we can, any of us, or m any ciroamstanoes, foiget tbat^ few 
as we are, wc form the household of the Queen of Scotland, 
and that, m her calamily, all boyish rnurtli ^nd childish jesting 
can only serve to give a great triumph to her enemies, who have 
already found their account in ol^ccting to her the lightness of 
every idle folly that tlic young and the gay pract^ed m her 
court * So saying, she loft the apartment 

Gathonuc Seyton seemed much struck with this remon- 
strance She sufiered herself to drop into the scat winch sho 
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bad quitted whou sho Meat to embmoo Domo Maiy Hcmiag, 
for soxno tuuo lostcd her brow upon hen bonds ^ wbilo 
Bolnnd Graano looked at Lei oamcstlj, Mitb a mixture of 
omotioiiB whioh poiliaps bo himself could noither bay o analysed 
nor explained As sho raised her face sIomIj from the posture 
to Mhtoh a momentary feclmg of solf-iebuke had depressed it, 
hei oyes cncountcicd tlioso of Boland, and became gradually 
animated Mith their usual apmt of malicious diolleiy, uhioh 
nob unnaturally excited a similai oxpicssion m those of the 
equally volatile page They sat for the space of two mmute^ 
each looking at the other uith gieat sonousness on then 
fcatuios, and much mirtli in their eyes, until at length Cathenno 
M^as tho first to break silence 

‘May I pray yon, fan sir,’ she began vcrydemurely, *to tell 
mo what you see in my face to arouse looks so cxtiemely 
sagacious and knowing ns those with which it is yom worship's 
pleasure to honoui moY It would seem as theie were some 
wonddful confideDCo and intimaoy betwixt u% fair sir, if one 
is to judge fiom yom oxtiomoly cunning looks, and so help 
me, Our Lady, os I never saw you but twice m my life befoie ' 
‘And whore were those happy oocasxons/ said Boland, ‘ff I 
may bo bold enough to ask the question 1 ' 

‘At the nuunoiy of St Gatherme’%' said the damsel, ‘m 
tho first instance; and, in tho second, dm mg five mmutes of a 
coitam laid oi foray which it was your pleasme to make into 
the lodging of my lord and fathei, Lora Seyton, Lom which, 
to my autpiis^ as probably to your own, yon retnnied with a 
token of fiieudship and favour mstead of bioken boncis^ which 
were tho moie piobablo lewnrd of yom intrusion, oonsidenng 
tlio prompt lie of the houseof Seyton 1 am deeply mortified,' 
sho added, iiomcally, ‘that your recollection should requiie 
refieshmeut on a subject so important, and tiiat my memory 
should bo stiongci than yours on such an occasion is truly 
humiliating ' ^ 

‘Tour owm memoiy is not so exactly coixeot^ fair mistress 
answoicd tho page, ‘seeing you have foigotten meeting tho 
tlmd, m tho liostfliy of St Michael's, when it pleased you to 
lay yom switch aoioss tho face of my cozmad^ in oifier, I 
wmiant, to show that, in the house of Seyton, neither tlie 
prompt ue of its descendants^ noi the use of the doublet and 
hose, are subject to Salique law, or confined to tho use of tho 

males ' , xi. * 

‘Fair sir,* answered Cathennq, looking at him with great 



THE ABBOT 


2S9 


fitcadinc^ts and somo miq>nsc, Minless jowr fair wits ba\o for- 
saken joU| I am at a loss what to conjectnro of yoiii nicuninp'/ 
‘By my tioth^ fair mistrc«*s,’ answered Roland, *aml wcio I 
ns wise a wailock as Z^liclmcl Scott, I could scarce nddlc tho 
dicam you icad me Did 1 not see yoxx last night m the 
hostcliy of St Miclincrsf Did )ou not bung mo this swoid, 
with command not to draw it sa^e at tho command of niy 
nati ^ 0 and rightful sovereign? And htno 1 not done ns }ou 
requued mo 1 Or is tho sword a piece of lath, my word a huh 
rush, my momoiy a dream, and my eyes good for nought — 
espials which corbies might pick out of my licad V 

^And if your eyes sene jou not more truly on other occa- 
sions tlian m your vision of St Michael,’ saiil Catherine, ‘I 
knowr not, the pnm apart, that the corbies would do you any 
gicat injury in tho deprivation Bub hark, tlic hell , liush, foi 

Gods sake, we arc intomipted ’ 

Tho damsel was nght, for no sooner had tho dull loll of 
tho castle bell begun to resound through tho i nulled apait- 
meat thou the door of the vestibule flew open, and the stewani, 
with lus severe countenance, his gold chain, and his white rwl, 
entered the apartment, followed by the same tram of domestics 
who had placed tho dinner on the table, and who now, with 
tho same ceremonious formality, began to remove it 

The steward remained motionless ns some old picture, while 
the domestics did their office, and when it was OLconiplished, 
overythmg removed from tho table, and the hoard iteclf taken 
fiom its tressels and disposed against tho wall, ho said nloiul, 
without oddrossing any one in particular, and Pomewhat in the 
^0 of a herald icadmg a pioolamation, ‘My noble ladv, Dame 
Ma^ret Erekino, by marriage Douglas, lets tho Ladv Man of 
Scotland and hex attendants to wit, that a servant of tho true 
Jirangol, hCT reverend chaplain, will to-night, os usual, expound, 
of Gmp^^****'^**°’ ®ecoiidmg to the forms of the congregation 

‘Hni k yon, my fnend, Mr Diyfosdale,’ said Catherme, 'I 
under^d this announcement is a nightly form of yoms 

yZ:! IJcming and I— for 

^ only— base chosen 
“ I no one whom your 
e^lj exhortation, catechise, oi lecture can benefit, cxce^ine 
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Tis 4 weary hfo tills 

Vaults overaead, and grates and bars aroimd 
And sad hours with as aod oomioniOM, 

IVhoso tiiouM oro orooding oV then onn nnswtaiccs, 
Par, fartoo deeply to take m nmio 

fki WoodmiOi 


Tnos course d !tfo to which Mary and her little retinue were 
doomed was m the last degree secluded and lonely, Tanod 
only as the weath^ penmtbcd or lendered impossible the 
Queen’s usual walk m the garden or on the battlements 
% greater part of the mommg she wrought with her kdies 
at those pieces of nebdlewoik many of which still remom, 
pioofa of her indefatigable apphcation At such houre the 
page was permitted the fieedom of the castle and islet; nay, 
he was sometimes invited to attend George Dou^as when he 
went a-sporting upon the lake or on its ina]!gm--(5qpoitumties 
of divenaon which worn only doudi^ by the lemaikable mdem- 
eholy which always seemed to biood on that gentleman’s bow, 
and to mark his whole demeanour—a sadness so piofoond 
that Roland never observed him to snade, or to sp^ any 


mL vwjww ui wjscu- 

The most pleasant part of Boland’s day was ttie occasioiml 
space w hich ho was permitted to pass m personal attendance 

on the Qn^ and hei ladies, togethei with the wguIardmnc^ 

tim^ wh«J he always spent with Dame Mary Flemmff and 
Catene S^n At these periods, be had freonent oc^on 
to admire tb Wy spmt and mvontive imagmation of the 
hitter tol, who was unweaned m her oontnvances to amuse 


wl^ jpnyod on herbos^ 
' 8 of aac 


exertion 

not in tKa Tnnrfrtr itf 


mg it to others, but m the cnthusiastio 
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possess it onrsolrcs And > ct tliesc liigh accompli^ilimenN m 
nu'ccd Tilth an an of msticitj and harc-bmiiKd mmicut vhuli 
scorned ratlicr to belong to some Tillage maid, the (OQiiottc 
the ring nioiwd tho MnTpolc, than to the high hrcil di^ceiKhiit 
of an ancient baron A touch of .imlacitv, nltogellior hh<'rt ot 
eftrontciy, and far Ic^s approaching tOTuIgintT, pne, as it 
TTcrc, a \iildnc5s to all hhedid , nml Man. while dofcndmi! 


hoi from some of the ocim&ioikiI consul es of her gn\ o comp iniou. 
compared hci to a trained singing-binl c«:en|j^ from a cips 
wrluch practises in nil the luumancc of froecloni, and in full 
possession of tho giecuuood lioiigh, the airt whah it had 
learned during lU eaihcr cajitnity 

TIic moments winch the paijc was pennittctl to in the 
picscnco of this fascinating crcatuio djneed so rijudh aw.n 
that^ brief as thovworo, tUe\ compciiMtcd IhcwoirT dultw-i 
of all tlic icsb of the day Tho ‘•jkicc of nidulgonus hmuwei, 
was always bnef, noi wcieain pmato mtomcw'i bcttwTt him 
and Cntlicrmo pci mittcdi oi OTCn po^Mhlc ^\hcl!Ip| it wem 
some special precaution icspccting tlic Queen's hoi^ehuM or 
whotlici lb were her general ideas of pvoprietT, Danr* i^hnwiiir 
seemed partioulnily attentno to proTcrit tlie Touiig people 
bolding ail}' scpanitc corrosixindcncc together, and he'^towed, 
for Catherine's solo benefit m this mMttei, the full *.fo(l of 
piudcncc and oTponcncc which she hid ncqiHrrd when inntln r 
of the Queen's maidens of honour and bv whith Mie had ^.unid 
then hoiitv hatred Casual meetings howevoi, u»uli! not 1 h 
proTcntccl, unless Cathciino had bpen nimo dcMious cd «h«ii 
ninir, or Jlolaiul Gnemo lc«s anxmns in wat« liinir for, thyin A 
hinilo, a gibe, a vsiuism, dis*uuiod of Us ^eyntT Iit tlh‘ iHi 
look w ith which it was atcoinpanicil, was nil that time {»enurth d 
to pass betw eon them on such oct isioii« Hut siu h ]i i-Miig mti r 
Tiews neithci aflorded nienns iioropportiinil} tn renew tho di'^ 

ciiRSionofthccncumsLauccsattciidingthcirenheracqii lint inn^ 

»01 to permit Kolftnd to 

torioiis appiiitKn» of tlic pi«c iii tho pniplc thnU »t lli** 

Jiustclrv of St Michael's , 

Ibo'^wintoi iiiqfithi HhppMl licnilj i«a\ ‘‘I”’'"" , 
nlrtadv i<U.int«lNhoii Itol (Jitiim* ol.‘nr^c.l n I'noh .1 
m the inntmer. of hw MIow -pri«miej> 
hii«int"<s of hii own fo 'iltoiKl to. aiul h-'iii}.'. hi f tht> » of l« 
u-'c Uucation, ftiid hiilliucntlj tiinoiH | i 

be coiiMnccd, that then' wis fuintthinp w agitation auw nj. 
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cotnpatiioDB in captivity to vrbich they did not desire that be 
shonld be pnvy Najf he became almost certaixi that, by some 
means unmtelligible to him, Queen Mary held correspoudence 
be} ond the oralis and 'waters winch surrounded her pnson-house, 
aim that she nounshed some secret hope of deliverance or 
escape In the conversations betwixt her and her attendants 
at which he was neceasanly present, the Queen could not always 
avoid showmg that she was acquainted with the events which 
wore passmg abroad in the world, and which be only heard 
through her report He observed that she wrote more and 
less than bad been her former custom, and that, as if 
desirous to lull suspicion asleep, ^e changed her manner to- 
wards the Lady Lochleven mto one more giacions and wliich 
seemed to express a resigned submission to her lot. 'They 
thmk I am bmd,* he said to himself, *and that I am unfit to 
be trusted because I am so young, or it may be because I was 
sent hither by the fi^ent Well* be it so, ihisy may be 
glad to conhde m me in the long nm , and Catherine Se^n, 
for as saucy as she is, may find me as safe a confidant as that 
sullen Douglas, whom she is always running after. It mav be 
they are angry with me for listening to Master Ebas Hender- 
son, but it was their own fault for sendmg me there, and 
if man speaks truth and good sense, and preaches onlv 
the ward of God, he is as hkdy to be nght as either Pope or 
councils ' ^ 


It 15 probable that m this last conjecture Koland Granne bad 
hit upou the real cause why the ladies had not entrusted him 
^ ^ several conferences 

religion, and had given him 
to understod that he stood m need of his mstraotions, although 
he ]bd not thought there was either prudence or nccessfty for 
^essmg that hitherto he had held the tenets of the Church 


h propagator of the Reformed foith, 

had sought the seclusion of Lochleven Castle with the eroress 
purpose and exT)eista.4^fln mni-en/w m express 


convertefiom Rome amongst 

of thow^ 1 <!8n6immg the fi^ 

Protestant doctrines PerhaS 
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to hinii save to convey somo necessary command fot her sen ice 
1^0 l^y Fleming lostnctod her notice to the most dry end 
distant expressions of civility ; and Cathenue Scjtou became 
bitter m nor pleas<intncs, and shy, cross, and pettish in any 
mtcrcouTse they had together Wliat im yet more provoking, 
he saw, or thought he saw, marks of uitclligencchctnixt Gcoigc 
Dougl^ and the beautiful Cathenue Scy ton , and, sbatpcnw 
ty jealousy, ho wrought himself almost into a certainty that 
the looks nhich they exchanged conveyed matters of deep and 
senous import ‘No wonder/ he thought, *if, courted by the 
son of a proud and powerful baron, she can no longer spare a 
word or look to the pooi fortuneless page ’ 

In a word, Roland Gneme’s situation became truly dis- 
agreeable, and his heart naturally enough icbcUcd against the 
injustice of tins treatment, which depmed him of the only 
comfort which he had received for submitting to a confine- 
ment in other respects irksome He accused Queen Maiy and 
CSathcnnc Seyton (for concerning the opinion of Dame Fleming 
he was mdifferent) of moonsistency in being displeased with him 
on account of the natural consequences of an order of their own 
Why did they send him to hear this overpowering prcaehcrl 
The Abbot Ambrosias, he recollected, understood the weakness 
of ^eir Popish cause better, when he enjoined him to repeat 
witlun his ^ mind aves, and credos, and paters all Hie while 
old Hrory Warden preached or lectured, that so Jic might sociiio 
himself against lending even a momcntaiy car to his heretical 
doctme ‘But I will endure this life no longer,’ said he to 
unself, mnfully , * do they suppose I w ould betaj my mistress, 
because I see cause to doubt of her religion? That nould be a 
wey say, the deni for God’s sake I will forth into 
t nj that serves fair ladies may at least expect land 
Iroks and ^d wmds , and I bear not the mind of a gentleman, 
favS W “¥ and suspieion, and a h&g capl 

lesduff “ agitating this magnanimons 

i^lutiffli, and he arose m the morning n<* perfecGj 

Q«e® at an unusual 
« A® ^ SO out with George Doimlas 

announced bis 



1 11*1 mil* lull*-? for us 

• »i!ir jM'Ti iiin nhi ul^ hw jtirtj fnr 

ihf iIm f *»r«* * 

‘I I Uil friHii tlir wi*t\piv<l tlw l*n*h Hemingi 

* til i \uiir Onn* ri'i* lu n^i u’llvhi;: ri\rtmc^l with tho 

I >'n|»k>\\ **f n uhu hi** ••u man> IlifiriMMiot ut]ii 4 inttnccs 
nft*l hi*( cli«* in* isn <if ftiiiiiMik}*' liifii'-ulf fur aprcnhlv iluiu 
\ii?h ' 

'I ttlfi/ ' «fl hf*P 'JiiiiMfrtl f»ulu«?H lerlrlaiiinp; 

tilth KiortrfM ifi'iUi 'tliAt ht** fni'ii'ls uuiiM Atinv tiitii liim 
f *r nial hnnir U' in it*ltmi t\ mi* h i tJiiiiir c^m liC 

fiMUnt -hiiihffil his Ci>iiivn ntid tu hm ii Iisrioii ' 

‘th« |»iit nf >«ur tisInH Im imuiUvli inafl'im,* md 
lh>!.nn»iiMn *. iinahlr niit n’-rnuii hn hoiiM* of the 

tn^tmiot vlmh h*' jireiud on <ill sHle-^, unrl liiMta** nlxiiit to 
•idil, ' I hi irtilt wish \uu n n«M|rtnKrti in in\ riwmi if sutli f*m 
W fotind, wito IS t iptble of rniiumnr woiiionN Kipine*! without 
p»hisf ili-lrwhsl' LiiekiK, lie i\iojlrnl»sI the miiorsi* which 
he h pI h U lit li'itiiiff inten wiit to the \i\nuiy of hii teiuiier 
uji »ii n t-unihir *iec *M*ei ; luel clo**aijr Ins imprisoned, until 
If iheil oil his toiiptc, a repoweli ^o iniskcomui^? the prcic'icc 


of JHAJC* 0 ^ # 

•\Vh\ do ton romnin tlienf/ 1- ml tho Queen, ‘ns if 30U ucro 

hkiImI 10 the liirteiieJ* 

* 1 hut nttenil vmr (foue'ii cominnwlis* hjud the J*age 
<1 iii\o none to pttf }ou Ih'goiic. Mr** , , ^ 

Vh he h ft tlie pinleii to >ro to the Iwut, he distmctn licnro 
Miirt iiphnid one oflicr nltcmbuts «» tlie&e word*?* ‘^ou mo 
U» wiml vou hi\o exposed us*' . , « , ^ 

Tills brief sciuitf nt once delcnnuicd Ibihind Oncnies io«om- 
Hon totimt tlif ti»Uc. if if anil »" 

rf.oUui<m to ffatrifu pongJns nitlmiil Ws of time Tlmt 
wntlcm in, in lux «‘>n »1 iim‘<'f ®f ‘■ilci“-^ *• ‘f® *•* '***”V™ 

the httle ^Ufl wljiih ilmj* «s«l on such ocoixions, tnmnnng hw 
HJum'tocMe, nml, fnmi time to tune, indicating «{?»■* 
tini’we. ' ho nwUcd the oats which way ho bhouW ''"®“ 
thet wtRMi furJoiV' or two from the eastlc, liohind re^ o » 
the oils iiiid luhlic-'-ed his waniunion somewhat ntmiptlj 
il of inijiortanci to siy to jon. under jonr 

c-m. wi? L> tho eager, keen, and startled look one who 
to hear Aomcthiiig of dcoji and ttlamimjj import- 
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*I \refljiicd to tho Tory deatli of this Castlo of Lochleven,* 

continued Boland 

* Is that all 1 ’ said Douglas } * I know none of its mhahitants 
who axo much better pleased 'vs ith it ’ 

« Ay — ^but I am neithei a natLvo of the house nor a prisoner 
in it, and BO I may leasonably desiic to leave it ' 

‘You might desire to quit it with equal reason/ onsueied 
Dou^as, * if you were hath tho one and the othei ' 

‘But*’ said Roland Giaim^ ‘I am not only tured of living in 
Lochleveu Castle, but I am detoiniined to quit it ’ 

‘Tliat IS a resolution more easily taken tlian executed/ 
replied Douglas 

‘Not if yourself, sir, and 3 ^our lady [grand-] mothei choose 
to consent,’ answeied the page 

‘You mistake the matter, Boland,’ said Douglas ‘you uill 
find that the consent of tuo other persons is equally essential 
— ^that of the Lady Maiy, your nustiess, and that of my uncle 
tho Regent, who placed you about her person, and uho will 
not thmk it proper that she should change hei attendants so 
soon’ 

‘/md must I then remain whether I will or not’ demanded 
the page, somewhat appalled at a view of the subject iihich 
would have occurred sooner to a person of nioio e\perience 
‘At leasV said George Douglas, ‘you must \vill to remain 
till my uncle consents to dismiss you ' 

‘Fiankly/ said the page, ‘and spcakmg to you as a gentle- 
man who is incapable m Wtaymg me, I wiU confess that, if I 
thought myself a pnsoner heie, neither walls noi watei should 
confine me long ’ 

‘Frankly,’ said Douglas, ‘1 could not much blame you foi 
the attempt , yet, foi tdl that, my fathei, or uude, oi the earl, 
01 any of my brothers, or, m ^ort, any of the Kin^s loids into 
whose hands you fell, would m such a cose hang you like a dog, 
or like a scutmel who deserts his post , and 1 promise you that 
vou will hardly escape them But low towards St Serfs 
Island theie is a bt^ze horn the west, and we shall have 
sport, keeping to wundwoid of the isle, wheve the iipple is 
strongest We will speak more of what you have mentioned 
when we have had an hour’s sport ’ 

Their fishing was successful, though never did two anglers 
pursue evou that silent and unsocial ][deasure with less of ^ erbal 
mtei course 

When their time was expired, Douglas took tie oars m his 
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tain, and by bis ordci Boland Grtcmo steered the boat^ diieotuig 
ber course upon the landing-place at the castle But be also 
stopped in the midst of hib course and, loolving around him^ 
said to Gnemei 'There is a thing uhich 1 could mentioa to 
thee , but it is so deep a secret that even here, surrounded as 
\ie are by waves and sl^, without the possibility of a listener, 
I cannot prevail on myedf to speak it out ’ 

'Better leave it unspoken, sii/ answered Boland Gnem^ 'if 
you doubt the honour dl him nho alone can hear it ’ 

'I doubt not your honour,’ leplied Geozge Douglas, 'but 
you are young, ^prudont, aud changeful ’ 

'Young,’ said Boland, 'I am, and it may be imprudent, 
but who bath informed you that 1 am changeful 

'One that knows you, perhaps, better than you know your- 
self,’ replied Douglas 

'I suppose you mean Oathenne Seyton,’ said the pag^ his 
heart rising as he spoke, 'but she is herself fifty times more 
variable in her humour than the very water which we are floatr 
uig upon ’ 

'My young acquamtanci^’ said Dou^as, ‘I pray you to 
remember that Oathenne Seyton is a lady of blood and birth, 
and must not be lightly ^oken of ’ 

'Master George of Douglas^’ said Graime, 'as that speocJi 
seem^ to be made under the warrant of somethmg like a thieat, 

I pray you to observe that I value not the threat at the ebtm^ 
tion ^ a fin of one of these dead trouts , and, moreover, I \rould 


wave YWU lA/ g-— 

of evW lady of blood and birth irhom men aecusQ of change 
of faith and of faahion is like to have enough of nork on bis 

Qo to,’ said the senescbnl, bnt in a tone of good-hnmoiir, 
‘thou art a foohah hoy, unfit to deal with any matto^ more 
aenous than the casting of a net or the flpng “ » , , 

‘If your aeoiet concern Oathenne Seyton, said the pn^, I 
csie not for it and so you may tell her if you will I ^ she 
can shape you opportunity to qieak uith her, as she has ere 

flush w£ch passed Doudas’s face ^ 

he had hehted on a truth when he wa% m tact, 

. iaifcS Mmg tW to W d»» » ™ 

mthout further onsww, rraumed ^ md P 
till they amved at the island and the eastle 
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received the produce of Uioir ^rt> and the tvo fisheie, turning 
from each other in silence, Trent each to his several apartment 
Boland Graeme had spent about on hour in grumbling against 
Gdthcnne Seyton, the Queen, the Begent, and the vhole house 
of Loohleven, with George Donglob at the head of itj when the 
time approached tiiat his duty called him to attend the meal of 
Queen Afaij As he anauged his dress for this purpose, he 
giudged the tiouble, whioh on similar occasions he used, with 
hoyish foppery, to consider as one of the most important duties 
of his day, and when he went to take his place behind tlio 
chan of the Queen, it was with an oir of ofiended dignity which 
could not escape her obsei ration, and probably appealed to her 
iidioulous enough, foi she whispeied something m Fiendi to 
her ladies, at which tlie Lady Fleming laughed, and Cathenno 
appealed half diverted and half disconceited This pleasantly, 
of which the subject was concealed from him, the nnfoi innate 
page received, of course, os a new offence, and c>illcd an 
additional d^eo of sullen dignitv into his mien, which might 
hove exposed him to faithei lailleiy, but tliat Mary appeared 
disposed to make allowance for and compassionate his feelings 
^Vith the peculiar tact and delicacy winch uo woman pos- 
sessed m gicatei peiFection, she began to soothe by degiecs tbo 
lexcd spint of hei magnammous attendant Tlio excdlcnce of 
the fish which he bad taken in his expedition, the high flavour 
and beautiful led colour of the trouts, which baic long given 
distinction to the lake, led her flist to expiess hei thanks to 
her attendant fca so agreeable an addition to hei table, especially 
npoiiajouf d€je^ne, and then brought on mqinncs into the 
place w here the flsh had 1 )ceu token, their size, then pccubantie^ 
the tunes when they wcie m season, and a oompanson between 
the Loohleven tioiits and those which are found in the lakes 
and nvers of the soutli of Scotland The ill-liumoni of Boland 
Grtcmc was never of an obstinate diameter It idled away 
like mist before the son, and he was easily engaged in a keen 
and animated dissertation about Lochleiou tionl^ and sea trout, 
and n\ci trout, and bull tront, and char, wbidi never iise to a 
fly, and pai, which some suppose infant ailmon, and ‘heilmgp,’ 
which fieqiieut the Kith, and 'xcndisse^’ winch aie only found 
111 the Castle Loch of Lochniahcu , and ho was hnrrymg on 
with tlie eagei impetuosity and enthusiasm of a young sports- 
man, when he observed that the smile with which the Queen 
at first listened to him died languidly away, and that, in spite 
of her efforts to suppress them, tears rose to hei eyes He 


WATERLET KOVIXS 


8topped suddenly short) and, duitrcsscd in liis turn, asked, *11 
lie iind Iiad tlie misfortune ixnw to give displeasure to 

Iici Gucci* 


poor boy/ replied the Queen 'but^asyoummibered 
up tlie lakes and n\ ers of my kingdom, imagination cheated 
me, ab it uill do, and suatohod me from these drcaiyuallsawai 
io the roRiantic strG*ims of Nithsdulc and the royal to'seis of 
Loohinaben 0 laud, «rluch my fathers haic so loi^ luled i of 
tlie plcasiiics nhich you extend so freely ^our Queen is noir 
depiircd, mid tlio pooicst bcggai, vho may Tkandcr free from 
one land a and tonn to another, nould scorn to change fates 
u ith ^fary of Scotland ^ ' 

*Yoiii Highness,* said the Lidy Fleming, *nill do 'well to 


Mithdmn ’ 

*Como nitli me then, Fleming,* said the Queen *I would 
not burden licarts so young ns tliese are with the sight of my 
sorrows* 

She accompanied these words with a look of melancholy 
compassion towards Roland and Catherine, who weie now left 
alone together m the apartment 

The page found Ins situation not a little emharrassuig, ifoi, 
ns ciei3 leader has c\pencnced who may haro chanced to he in 
such a situation, it is citremcty difficult to maintam the fidl 
digmt} of an ofTended person lu the presence of a beautiM ^1, 
whato\er reason we may ha\e foi being angry with her 
Catherine Sej^ou, on her part, sate still like n lingering ghost, 
which, conscious of the awe which its presence imposes, is 
chantnbly disposed to give the poca confused mo^i whom ifc 
visits tune to iccoxer liw senses, and complj with fte gmnd 
lulc of dcmottologj' by speaking fiiot But as Roland 
in no hurry to a^ail himself of her condescension, she cameo it 
a step farthei, and herself opened the convention 

*I pray yon, fair sn, if it may he permit^ m to dirtorb 
vour OTiguBt io%eiie by a question so simple, wliat may have 

hccome of your losiiy f’ ^ , , u.jnvMi 

‘It 18 lost, madam — lost some tune since, smd Boland, 

partly ombanassei^ and partly mdignant. 

^ ‘ Ld may I ask farther, sir,' said Cathmno, ‘vrhy tto Imve 

not leplaced it -aith anothei 1 I half a 
taking^from her pocket a string of ebony beads 
gold, ‘to beston one upon 3 on, to^keep for my sake, ] 
lemind von of former acquumtance ’ ^ 

Tlieie uas a little tremnlous accent m ttie «me -ami amc 
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these Tiords weie dclireiedy '^hich at once put to flight Boland 
Grflcme’s icsentment, and brought him to Catheime’s side, 
but she instantly resumed the bold and Arm accent which 'v^as 
more fonuliar to hei ^ I did not bid you,’ she said, ^ come and 
sit so close by me , for the acquaintance that I spohe of has 
been stiff and cold, dead and bimed, for this many a day ’ 

’ Now Heaven forbid 1 ’ said the page, * it has only slept , and 
now that you desire it should awalm, fan Catherm^ beheve me 

that a pledge of yom retunung favour * 

*Nay, nay,’ said Cathenne, withholding the losaiy, ton aids 
which, as be he extended bis hand, * I have changed my 
mind on bettei reflection What should a hmetio do w ith these 
holy heads, that have been blessed by the Fathei of the chuich 
himself 

Boland winced gnevously, foi he saw plainly uhich nay the 
discourse was now hkely to tend, and felt that it must at all 
events be embarrassing ‘ Nay, but,’ he said, ‘ it was as a token 
of your own legard that you raered them ’ 

‘Ay, fair sir, but that regard attended the faithful subject, 
the loyal and pious Catholic, the mdmdtial nho was so solemnly 
de\)oted at the same time with myself to the same grand duty , 
which, you must non understand, nas to serve the church and 
Queen To such a person, if you evei heaid of him, nas my 
icgaid du^ and not to him nbo associates with hoietics, and is 
about to become a renegade ’ 

‘I should scaicD believe, fan mistiess,’ said Boland, mdig- 
nantly, ‘that tbte vane of your favoui turned only to a Catholic 
nmd, considering that it pomts so plainly to tieoige Douglas, 
nho, I thmk, is both kmgsman and Protestant ’ 

‘ Thmk bettor of George Douglas,’ said Cathenne, ‘ than to 

believe * and then chewing heiself, as if she bad spoken too 

much, she nent on, ‘ I assure you, fair Mastei Boland, that all 
nho n ish you well are sorry foi you ’ 

‘Then numbei is veiy few, I behove,’ answered Boland, 
‘ and then sonow, if they feci any, not deepm than ten mmutes’ 
time ml] euro ’ 

* They are more muneious, and think moicsleeply concerning 
you, than you seem to be awaie,’ ansneicd Catherine ‘But 
p^haps they think wrong You are the best judge in your on n 
afnum , and if you prefer gold and church lands to honoui and 
loyalty, and the faith of your fathers, nhy should you be 
hampered m conscience moie than others 1’ 

‘May Heaven bear witness for me,’ said Boland, ‘that if I 
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faith of TOUT &ihei8,’ answered Gftthenne, worse mu^p than 

aught that tyiauny can inflict on himself ' 

‘ But why,’ said Boland, Toty much moved — * why should } ou 
suppose that^l^t-^tbat it is with mo as you say 1 ' 

^Do you yourself deny itf ’ replied Catherine, *do you not 
admit thit you have drunk the poison which you should have 
dashed from your hpsf Do you deny that it now ferments m 
your vcini^ if it has not altogether corrupted the qinngs of 
hfe? Do you deny that you &ve your doubts, as you proudly 
term them, respecting what popes and coonmls have dcclaicd 
it unlawful to doubt of? Is not youi faith wavering, if not 
overthrown ? Docs not the hmctic preacher boast bis conquest? 
Does not the heretic woman of this pnson-honsc hold up thy 
c\ample to others? Do not the Queen and the Lady Fleming 
believe m thy fallmg away? And is there any except one — 
yes, I will speak it out, and think as lightly as you please of 
mygood-wiU — is there one except myself that holds even a 
lingering hope that you may yet proTO what we once ^ bebeved 
of you?’ 

* I know not,’ said our poor page, much embarrassed by the 
vieiiv which was thus presented to him of tiie conduct he was ex- 
pected to pursue and by a person m whmn he was not the less 
interested that so long a lesidenoe in Lochleven Castle, with 
no object so hkely to attmet his undivided attention, had taken 
place siUGO they had first met — * I know not what you expect 
of mo, or fear from me I was sent hither to attend Queen 
Mai}, and to hd I acknowledge the duly of a servant through 
life and death If any one had expected serMce of another 
kind, I was not the party to render it I neither avow noi dis- 
dwm the doctnnes of the Beformed Church Will you have 
the truth ? It sooms to me that the profligacy of the Catholic 
cloigy has brought this judgment on their own heads, and, for 
aught I know, it may be for their reformation But, for betray- 
ing this unhappy Queen, Ckid knows I am guiltless of the 
thou^t Did I oven bcheN'C worse of her tlian as her servant 
I WKh— as her subject I dare— to do, I would not betray hei 
far from it— I would aid her m aught which could tend to a 
fair trial of her cause ’ 

^Enough*— enough*’ answered Cathonn^ clasping her hands 
tc^Gther, ^then thou wilt not desert us if any means arc pre- 
sented by which, pladng onr royal xmstLGss at freedom, fins 
case may be honestly tned betwixt hei and her rebellions 
subjects?’ 
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but) fair Catherine/ leplicd tlio page, ^heai but 

what the Loid of Murray said when he sent me hither * 

’Here but what the aonl said/ replied the maiden^ ‘rather 
than wliat a false subject^ a false biother, a false oounsdlor, 
a false fnond said ’ A man raised fiom a potty pensioner on 
the crown’s bounty to he the counselloi of majesty, and the 
pnme distnbntoi of the bounties of the state ^ one with whom 
zunlc, fortune, title, conscqucnci^ and powei all grew up like a 
mushioom by the mere waim ^eod-will of the sistei whom, in 
requital, he hath mewed up in this place of melancholy 
seclasion, whom, in fuithei lequital, he has deposed, and whom, 
if he daiod, he would murdm * ’ 

‘I tliink not so ill of the Eail of Murray,' said Eoland 
Gncmc, ‘andsooth to i^enkj’headded, witli as^e, ‘itwould 
require some bribe to make me embraoe, w ith firm and de^eiate 
resolution, eithci one side or the otlior ' 

‘Nay, if that is all,' lephed Gatbenne Seyton, in a tone 
of onthnsiasm, ‘you shall bo gueidonod with prayers horn 
oppressed subjects — fiom dispossessed cleigy — fiom insulted 
nobles — with immortal praise by futuic ages — with eager 
gratitude by the present — with fame on earth and with fehcity 
in Heaven * Your countiy will thank you — youi Queen will be 
debtoi to you — you will achieve at once the liighest from the 
lowest degiee m chivalry — all men will honoui, all women will 
love you — and I, sworn with you so early to the accomplish- 
ment of Queen Mary's fiecdom, will — yes, 1 will love you betfcci 
■than — evei sister loved biotliei I * • 

‘Say on— say on i ' whispered Roland, kneehng on one knee, 
aud taking hei hand, which, m the wannth of exhortation, 

Oatheiine held toward him 

‘Nay/ Bald she, pausing, ‘I have already said too 
fai too mudi if I prevail not with you, far too little if I w 
But I pierail/ she continued, seomgthat the oount^nce of the 
Touth she addressed letumed the enthusu^ of her own l 
pievail , 01 rather the good cause prevails thiough ite otu 
L ength-thus I devote thee to it' And ns ^e spohe die 
appicMhed hei finger to the biow of thei^sh^ 
wiSiout touching ft, signed the oi^ over his forehead , 
her face towards him, rad seemed to 

vihich she had tawed the the^ie^^ 

ovtiicating herself fiom his grasp, darted into the Quern a 

'‘^“Sind Gimme remained as the enthusiastic maiden had left 
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him, kneelmg on one knee, \nth bicatb Tnthhcld, and 'cnth cjcs 
fixed upon the space Tvhich the fauj form of Catbcrme Scjton 
had 80 lately occupied If his thoughts ^ere not of unmixed 
delight, they at least partook of that thnlling and intoxicatmg, 
though mmgled, sense of pam and pleosoic, the most overpower* 
mg Tihich me offers m its blended cup He rose and retired 
slowly , and aJthou^ the chaplain, Mr Henderson, peached on 
that evening his best sermon against tbe errors of Popery, I 
would not engage that he was followed accurately through the 
tiam of hiB leasonmg by the joung proselyte, with a view to 
\shose especial benefit he had handled the subject 



CHAPTER XXV 


And when Love's toich hath set the heart in flame, 
Comes SoiCTor Booson, with hu saws and oautioiis, 
Giving sucii aid as the old grej-heard sexton. 

Who from the chnroh-vault drags lus cnuy engine^ 
To ply its dnbbling ineflbctnal stnuumlot 
Against a conflagiation 


In a musing mood, Xtoldud Giaome upon the ensuuig morning 
botook hixEusolf to tbo battlements of the castle, as a spot uhero 
ho might mdulge tlie course of his thick-oomzng fancies mtb 
least chanco of mtciiuption But his place of retuemenWas 
in the pieacnt case ill ohoson, foi he was presently joined by 
h£i IDlms Heudeison 

sought you, young man, ^ said the pieochoi, 'hniing to 
speak of somothmg whi<£ concems you noaily ’ 

The page had no pretence for avo^mg the conference w hich 
the chaplam thus ot^ced, though he felt that itf might prove an 


^ lu teaching thee, as fai as my feeble knowledge hath pei- 
mitted, thy duty toirards God,’ said the chaplain, ‘theie arc 
particulars of your duty towa^ man upon which I was iin- 
'willmg long or much to insist You are here in the service of 
a lady, honourable os touching her biith, deserving of all com- 
passion as respects her misfortunes, and garnished with 
but too many of those outward qualities which win men’s legard 
and afifection Have you evm considered your regnid to this 
Lady Mary of Scotland m its true light and bcanngf ’ 

tiust) jreveiond sir/iephed Boland Gnome, *wiat I ^ 
well aware of the duties a servant in my condition owes to his 
royal mistress, especially m her lowly and - 

‘True,’ answe:^ the preacher, ‘but it is oven that h(M«^ 
feeling ^hioh may. m the Lady Moi/s case, cany thee into 
great crime and tieacheiy ’ 
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' How SQ, reverend sir 1 ’ replied the page ; ‘ I profess I under- 


*I speak to you not of tbe emnes of tms ill-adviscd laay, 
said the preacher, *th^ arc not subjects for the ears of her 
sworn servant But it is enough to say that this unhappy 
person hath rejected more offers S grace, more hopes of ^ory, 
than ever were held out to earthly- princes, and that she is 
now, her day of favour bemg passed, sequestered m this lonely 
castle, for the commonweal of the people of Scotland, and it 
may be for tbe benefit of her own so^ * 

‘Reverend but,’ said Boland, somewhat impatiently, am 
but too well aware that my unfortunate mistress is imprisoned, 
since I have the znisfortune to shore m her restraint myself. 


of which, to speak sooth, I am heartily weary ’ 

‘ It is even of that which I am about to speak,’ said tbe 
chaplam, mildly , * but first, my good Roland, look forth on the 
pleasant prospect of yonder cultivated plain Tou see, where 
the smoke arises, yonder village standing half-hidden by the 
trees, and you know it to be the dwelling-place of peace and 
industry From space to spacer each by the side of its own 
stream, yon see the grey toaers of barons, with cottages inter- 
speised , and you know that they also, with their household, 
are now living m unity — ^thc lance hung upon the wall and the 
sword resting in its sheath Tou see, too, more than one fair 
church where the pure waters of life are offered to the thirsty, 
and where the hungry are refreshed with spiritual food What 
would he dcserVb who should bnng fire and slaughter into so 
fair and happy a scene — ^who should bare the swords of tlio 
gentry and tom them against each other — who should give 
tower and cottage to tbe flames, and slake the embers with the 
blood of the mdweUersi What would he deserve who ^ould 


lift up again that anraent Dagon of superstition whom the 
worthies of the tune Imve beaten down, and who should once 
more make tbe churches of God the high places of Baal f ’ 

‘You have limned a fnghtfiil picture, reverend sir,’ said 
Boland Greeme, ‘yet I guess not whom youwould charge with 
the purpose of effecting a change so homblei 

‘ God forbid,’ replied tbe pr^cher, ‘ that I should say to thee, 
thou art the man Yet beware, Boland Graeme, that thou, in 
serving thy mistress, hold fast the still higher service which 
thou owGst to the peace of thy country and the prosperity of 
her mhabitants ; else, Boland Gneme, thou mayst he the very 
man upon whose head will fall the curses and assured punish- 
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ment due to such work If thou art won by the song of these 

escape fiom tff p^acc S 
penitence and secunty, it ib over ^ith the peace of Scotland's 
cottoges^d with the piospenly of her palaoes, and the babe 
uxAorn shall omso the name of the man who gave inlet to the dis- 
oider ^hich will follow the war betwixt the mother and the son ' 
I kuow of no such plan, leveiend sir,' answered the page, 
and theiefoio can aid none such Mjdnty toaaids the Queen 
has be^ simply that of an attendant, it is a task of vhich, at 

time^ I would willingly have been freed , nevertheless 

*It IS to pi epaie thee foi the enjoyment of something more 
of liberty, said the pieachoi, *that I have endcavouied to im- 
picsa upon yon the deep lesponsibility undei \iludi jour office 
must be dischaiged George Douglas hath told the Udy Loch- 
loven that you aie wcaiy of this service, and my intcrcessiou 
hath partly dotormined hei good ladyship that^ as your dis- 
ohaige cannot be granted, you shall, msteod, bo employed in 
ceitain commissions on the mainland, which have hithoito been 
discharged by other persons of confidence Wherefoie, come 
with mo to the lady, foi even to4ay such duty will 1^ imposed 
on you ' w 

'1 tiuBt you will hold mo oveubed, loveiond bii,’said the 
pago^ who felt that an morcase of confidence on the part of the 
lady of tlie castle and hm family would lendci his situation 
ui a moiAl view doubly embaiiassing, 'one cannot servo two 
mosteis, and 1 much feai that my mistiess will not hold mo 
excused for taking employmoot undei another^ 

'Feai not that,' said the pieaoher, ^hci consent shall be 
tiskcd and obtained I foai sho ahU yield it but too cosily, as 
hoping to avail hoisolf of youi agency to mamtam cone- 
spoudence with hci fiiends, as those falsely call themselves 
who would make hei name the watchword foi gim2 war' 

* And tiiUB,' said tho page, ‘ I shall be exposed to suspicion 
on all sides , foi my xmstress will considei mo os a spy placed 
on hoi by hei enemies, seeing me so fai tiusted by them, and 
the Lady Loohleven will uevei cease to suspect the possibility 
of my betraying^ei, because cucumstoncos put it mto my 
power to do so , i would rather remain as 1 am ’ 

Thme followed a pause of one or two imnutc^ dunng which 
Henderson looked steadily in Boland's countenance, as if de- 
sirous to asoertam whei^er there vm not more in the answer 
than the pieoise words seemed to imply He faded m this 
poiut) however, foi Boland, bied a page horn ohddhood, knew 
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how to assume a sulleu pettash cast of ooimteziaDoe, well enough 
calculated to hide all internal emotions 

understand thee not^ Boland,^ said the preacher, *ql 
rather thou thmkest on this znattei moie deeply than I appre- 
hended to ho m thy nature. Methought the dehght of going 
on shore with thy bow, oi thy gun, oi thy onglmg-iod, would 
have home auay all otW feelings ’ 

* And so it would,’ replied Boland, who peiceived the danger 
of suiTeiing Een(lerson’’8 half^niscd suspicious to become fully 
awake — 'I would have thought of nothing but the gun 

the oar, and the wild water-fowl that tempt me sailing 
among the sedges yonder so for out of flightshot, had you not 
spoken of my gomg on shore as what was to occasion burning 
of town and tower, the downfall of the Ei angel, and the up- 
settmg of the mass ’ 

'Follow me, then,' said Hcndoi'Sion, ‘and we ivill seek the 
Lady Lochleven ’ 

They found her at breakfast with her grandson George 
Douglas ‘Peace beinth youi ladyship said the preachei, 
bowing to his patroness , ‘ Boland Grseme awaits yom Older ’ 

* J^ung man,’ said the lady, * oui ohaplain hath warranted 
for thy fiddity, and we aie determined to give you certain 
errands to do for us m our town of Kmross ’ 

'Not hy my advice/ said Dou^os, coldly 

'I said ^t that it was,’ answered the lady, somethme 
Blmrply ‘Tho mother of thy father may, I diould think, 
old cno^h to judge foi herself m a matter so simple Thou 
Boland, and two of my people, whom 
Droe^e m Bandal will order out, and fetch off certam stuff 
m plate and hangings whmh should last night be lodeed at 
Kinross Ly the warns from Edinburgh ’ ^ 

‘And ^ve this packe^’ said George Douglas, 'to a servant 
ta ™ It is the report 

gHuidmothe^ho 

acquiesced by bending hei head 

mmtioned to Master Hendeison/ said Boland 
Grame, that, as my duty requues my attendance on the Queen 
hci Gr«e’8 pemou for my joumey oughl to bToblS 
befoie I can undertake yonr cSnimssion ' 

“““I- »“p>« « «» 

' Craving your pardon, madam, I have no uidi tn fnrw. 
self onbei piesence tlins early.’ said Douglas, m a^bdlffereJt 
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tonc^ mig^tr displease liei^ aud Tvere no waj agiceablo 
to me’ 

^Aud I/said the Lady LoohloTeUi * although hei tomper 
hath been znoio gcutle of late, have no will to uudosgo^ vith* 
out ucoesbitj, iho raucoiu of hez uzfc ’ 

* Under your pezmifisioii; madam,’ said the chaphun, ^1 a all 
mjsdf rcudor yom icquest to the Queen Dunng my long 
rosidenco in this house she Imth not deigned to see me in 
pnvat^ 01 to heoi my dootrmo, yet so may Heaven prosper 
zny Jaboiu^ os love foz her soul, and dcsize to bnug her into 
the n^t path, was my chief motive for coming hither’ 

‘Take me, Masted Henderson,’ said Douglas, in a tone 
which seemed almost saicesUc, Meat you rush hastilyon an 
.idrentnxe to which you have no vocation , you are learned, 
and know the adage^ JVe accessetis tn consthtm ntn vocatus 
^10 hath lequued this at your handt’ 

’The Master to whose servioo I am called,’ ansvoied the 


pieacher, looking upunrd — 'He v.]iq hath commanded me to 
be eainost in season and out of season ’ 

’Your acquaintance hath not been much, I think, with 
courts or pnnoe^’ contmued the young esquire 

‘No, Bii,' loplied Hendei-Bon, ‘but, hko my mnstci Anov, J 
see nothing fiiglitful m the fan face of a pretty lady ’ 

‘ My son,’ said the Lady of Lochleven, ‘qneneh not tlio good 
man'sKeal Jet him do the mmnd to this unhappy piiii^ss ’ 
‘TYith mo!ro wilbngness than I Mould do it myself, said 
Gooigo Douglas Yet something m Ins maqncr appeared to 

contradict his woids « t j n 

Tlie muiistcr went acoordiugly, foUoued by Roland unomo, 
and, demanding an audience of tho unpnaoued pnnee^ mos ad- 
mitted He found hei inth her ladies engaged in ttie dailv task 
of ombtoideiy The Queen loceived him with tliat coiut^ 
which, m ordiuaiy cases, she used toMiuds all who appioach^ 
her, and the oleigyman, moponmg 

somcMhat more ombunassed than bo had o\pectcd to bo TIic 
good Lady of Locfalovon, may it . 

He made a shoit pause, duimg which Ma^ ti,o 

wnilfi, ‘My Gradb Mould, m ttuth, bo moII pW 
Lady of llchloven oui ffood lady, but go on--Mhat » t o 

mil ponmt tins yoxmg gonUen^ your pngc, 

to p^Tto Kmioss, to look aftei some honsehoM staff «.«i 
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hangings, sent hither fbi the better fomibhing }rom Grace’s 


'The Ladf of Lochleveu,’ said the Queen, ^nscs needless 
ceremony, m lequestuig our permission foi tWt 'nhich stands 
ithm her oa n pleasuie Wo \\ ell know that this young gcntlo< 

man's attendance on us had not been so long permitted n ere 
ho not thou^t to be more at the command of that good lady 
than at ours But we cheerfully yield consent that he shall 
go on her enaud, with our wdl we would doom no liTing 
meature to the captivity which we onrsdvea must snHbr ' 

^Ay, madam/ answered the pieacher, *and it is doubtless 
natural for humanity to quonel with its pnson-hause Yet 
there have been those who have found that time spent m the 
house of temporal captivity may be so employed as to ledeem 
us fiom spin^al slavery ' 

‘I apprehend your meaning, sir,' replied the Queen, 'but 1 
have heaid youi apostle — I have heard Master John Knox , 
and were I to be perverted, I would willingly resign to the 
ablest and most powerful of heresiarohs the poor honoui he 
might acquire by ovei coming my faith and my hope ' 

^iladam,' said the preacher, 'it is not to we talents oi skill 
of the husbandman wat God gives the moraase the woids 
which weie offered zn vam by hrni whom you justly call oai 
apostle, dunng the bustle and gaiety of a court, may yet find 
better acoeptmee dunng the leisine fm reflection which tins 
pLico afibi& God knows, lady, that I speak m singleness of 
heait, as one who w'ould as soon compaie himself to the im- 
mortal angels as to the holy man whom you have iiemed 
Yet would you but condescend to apply to then noblest use 
those talents and that learning winch alt allow jou to be 
possessed of— would you afford us but the slightest hope that 
you would hear and legard what can be urged against the 
blmded superstition and idolatry m which you weie biought up, 
sure am I, that the most pow erfully gifted of my brethren, that 
even John Knov himself, would hasten hither, and account the 
rescue of your smgle soul fiom the nets of Bomish eiroi-" ■ ' 
‘I am obliged to you and to them for then chaiity,^ said 
Maiy , 'but as I have at piesent but one jAesence-dhamber, 1 
w Quid reluctantly see it converted mto a Huguenot synod ' 

'At le^t, madam, be not thus obstinately blinded in your 
eiMrs' Hear one who has hungered and thnsted, watched 
and piajed, to undertake the good work of youx amversion. 
nnd who would be content to die the instant that a woik ao 
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contempt bj eudcavoming to iccollcct and repeat tlie reasons 
'nhicb schoolmen and councils give foi the faith that is m me^ 
although I fear that» God hdp mo i mj Latui has deserted me 
xnth my othei possessions This must^ how evci, be foi another 
day MeanwhdG, sir, let the Lady of Lochleven employ my 
page as she lists , I 'a ill not afToid suspicion by speaking a ^losd 
to him hofoie he goes Boland Girome, my friend, lose not an 
oppoitunity of amusing thyself * dance, sing, run, and leap — 
an may be done meinly on the mainland, but bo must have 
more tLin quic^lvei in ^ veins who uould frohe here ’ 

'Alas 1 madam/ said the pieochei, 'to what is it you exhort 
the youth, while time passes and eternity summons ^ Can our 
salvation bo ensmed by idle mirth, or our good uoik urought 
out uithojit fed! and trembling 1* 

'I cannot feai or tremble,’ leplied tho Queen ‘to Mary 
Stuart such emotions are unknown But, if ueepmg and 
sorrow on my part will atone for the boy’s enjoying an hour of 
boyish pleasure, be assuied the penance shall be duly paid ’ 
‘Nay, but, gracious lady,’ said the preacher, ‘m this you 
greatly err our tears and our sorrows ore all too little for our 
own Saults and follies, nor can we tiausfci them, as your ohurch 
falsely teaches, to the beneht of others ’ 

‘May I pray you, sir,’ answered the Queen, ‘with as httle 
oflbnco as such a prayer may import^ to tronsfei yourself else’ 
where 1 We ate sick at hearty and may not now be distuibcd 
with further controvert , and thou, Boland, take this httle 
purse’ — Then taannng to the divine, ^e said, showing its 
contents, — ‘Look, reveiend su, it contams only these two or 
three gold testoonsr^ com whicli, thou^ bearmg my own poor 
fcatuics, I have ever found more active against me than on my 
8id<^ just as my subjects take arms against me, with my ov n 
name for their summons and signal Take this purse that thou 

mayst want no means of amusement Fail not — ^fail not to 
bnng me back news from Kinioss , only let it he such as, wilh- 
out suspicion or offence, may be told m the presence of tos 
reverend gentleman, or of the good Lady Lochleven hersdf ’ 
The last hint was too irresistible to withstood, and 
Henderson withdrew, half-mortified, half-pleas^ with his recep- 
tiou, for Mary, from long habit and the address which was 
natural to her, had learned, m an e 3 d:iraordiDary degree, the art 
of evading discourse which was disagreeable to her feehngs or 
prejudices, without affronting those by whom it was proffered 
Boland Gncmc retired inth the chaplain at a signal from 
3^1 IS 
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Iii8 lady, but It did not escape him tliat, as ho left Uic room, 
bteppiug oacKMards and makipg tbo deep oboisance duo to 
lojalty^ Gathenno Sejton hold np Iiei blendci forcfingcii wilh 
a ges^io ivhich he alone could xtituoss, and uluoli seemed to 
Bay, ^Bemembei 'ivhat has passed botTiixt ns * 

T?® hftd no\i his last chaigo fiom tlio Lad\ of 

Lochloren * There ai e i ovels/ she said, * this day at the \ ilirigc 
My son’s antlioiity is, as jet, unable to pzeveiit these con- 
tinued WGikings of the anmeut leaven of folly which the JRonnBli 
pnests have kneaded into the veiy souls of the Scottish 
jieaaantiy I do not command thee to alistnin from them — 
that 'nould be only to lay a snaie foi thy folly, oi to tench thee 
falsehood , but enjoy tlicse vanities with modoRitioii, and nuuk 
them as something thou must soon Icaiii to icnouneo and con- 
temn Oui ohambeilain at Eiuioss, Lnkc Jjundm-— Doctoi, 
as he foolishly colletli himself — \nll acquaint thccMliat is to bo 
done in the mattoi about hicli thou gocst Bcmembci thou 
ait tiustcd , shon tliysclf, tlioiofoic, \toi*tby of trust ' 

When voiocolleot that llolaud Giosmc was not jot nineteen, 
and tliat he had spent his ivhole life in the sohtai) Castle of 
A^ouel, excepting the feu houm he had passed in Echnhiirghj 
and his late residence at LochlcAon, the latter pciiod ha'iing 
vciy little solved to enlaigo his acquaiiititico vith (ho gaj 
Moild, Mo cannot wondoi that his hoait beat high i\ilh hope 
and cunosity at the prospect of pai taking the bpoit cicn of n 
country iv ako He hastened to his little aibin, and tui ned o\ ci 
the Wiudrobe with which, iii o^ci j lespcct bccemmg his btation, 
lie had been supplied fiom l^bnbuigli, piobably bj' order of the 
Eail of Murraj' Bj" the Quean's command he lind hithcito 
waited upon hoi m mouiiung, oi at leabt in bad-ooloiircd i-umciit 
Hei condition, she said, admitted of nothing moic gaj But 
now ho selected the gayest dress his wardiobc ntforacd, com- 
posed of scaileti slash^ with black satin — ^tho loj'al colourb of 
Scotland , combed his long ciiilcd liair , disposed his oluiin and " 
medal round a beaier hat of the newest block, and with the 
gay falchion which had icachcd liim in so nijbtciioub a maimer 
liung by his bid&in an cmbroideicd belt, his apjiarol, added to 
Ins natural frant micu and handsome iigiue, formed n nwfc 
commendable and pleasing specimen of the jwing gallant of 
the penod Ho sought to make his paiting reference to the 
Queen and hei ladies, but old Diyfcsdale liumcd l»m to Uic 
boat 

‘We will have no pmatc audiences,' ho said, *mj mastci, 
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smco yon arc to l)c tiustcd \ntli bomenliat^ tig mil tiy at least 
to SATO thee fiom the temptation of opportunity God help 
thee, child/ he added, T^ith a glance of contempt at hts ga}’ 
clothes, ^an the bcai-nnid he yondei from St Audrons, baTo a 
care thou go not near lum ' 

^And nherofort^ I pray joxlV said Boland 
^Lost be take thee for one of bis ruuaTra} jackanapes 
ansaeied the steward, smiliug sourly* 

* I w cai not my dotbes at thy cost,^ said Roland, indignantly 
‘ Nor at thine o^n cithei, my son,' replied the steward, * else 
would thy gaib moie ncaily rescmblo thy mentand thy station ’ 
Boland Grteme suppressed with difficulty the lepartec wluch 
arose to his lips, aud, wrapping hib scailet luontlo around him, 
threw himself into the boat, which two ioT\ers, thcmsclreb urged 
by curiosity to see the levels pulled stoutly towards the west 
end of the lake As they put off, Roland' thought he could 
discover the faoe of Catherine Sejixni, though careful!}’ with- 
drawn from ohscnation, peepmg from a loophole to mow his 
departuiG He pulled off his hat, and held it up as a token 
- that he saw and wislicd hci adieu A white kcichicf waved foi 
a b^md across the w indow, and for the lest of the little voyage 
the noughts of Catherme Soyton disputed ground m his breast 
THth the expectations exmted by the approaching revel As 
they drew nearer and nearer the shore, the sounds of mirtb and 
music, the laugh, the halloo, and the shout came thicker upon 
the ear, and matnee the boat was momed, and Roland Grifimc 
hastened m que^ of the chambeilam, that^ being informed what 
time he bad at bis own disposal, he mmht lay it out to the best 
advantage 
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Room for tho mister of the img, ye snams, 

Dmdo your ciimdcd ranks , huoro him maroh 
The rural nnnstrelsy, the rattiing druniy 
The damorona imr-pipe^ and far-echoin^horn 

SousnviLUi, Thmil Sporia 


No long qncG inteivcned ere Boland Gianne T^as able to disr 
covQi among the crond of levdlora^ who gambolled upon the 
open space which extends betwivt the village and the lak^ a 
person of so great nnporfcance as Doctor Luke Lunduii upon 
whom devolv^ officially tho chaige of representiug tho lord of 
tihe land, and *Kho was attended for support of his authoiityjiy a 
piper, a drummer, and fom sturdy clowns armed uith xusty hal- 
berds, garnished uitli party-coloured nbands — myimidons wh<^ 
early os the day \ias, hod already bioken xooie than ono head m 
the awful names of the Laird of Lochleven and his ohomborlam * 
As soon as this digmtaiy was informed that the castle skiff 
had arrived, with a gallant, dressed like a lord’scson at the least, 
who denied presently to sp^ to him, he adjusted his ruff and 
hiB block coat, turned round his girdle till the garnished hdt of 
hiB long rapier became visible, and walked wifli duo solemnity 
towards the beach Solemn mdeed he was entitled to be, even on 
] fi4 ^a important occasions, for ho had been bred to the venerable 
study of medicine, as those acquainted with the scieucc very 
soon discovered from the aphorisms which ornamented his dis* 
course His success had not been equal to his pretensronsj 
but as he was a native of the neighbommg kingdom of Jne, 
and bore distant relation to, oi dependence upon, Raiment 
fiumly of Lundm & that ilk, who were bound m close fnondship 
with the house of Lochleven, he had, through their interest, 
cot planted comfortably enough m his present statwm 
^0 Banks of that beautiful lake The profits (rf lus 
ymaiiip being modeiat^ espeoially in those unsettlea tames, )m 
** Beo SoottiBb Fata Koto 18 
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had eked itout a little 'snth bomo practice in his ongmal profes- 
sion, and it -was said that the mhahitants of the Tillage and 
baiony of ‘were not more effectually thirled (which may 

be translated enthralled) to the banm’s mill than they were to the 
medical monopoly of the chamberlain Woe betide the family 
of the nch boor who presumed to depart this life without a 
passport from Dr Luke Lundm ^ for if his representatircs hod 
aught to settle with the haron, as it seldom liappened other- 
wise, th^ were sure to find a cold fnend m the chamberlain. 
Ho was considerate enough, however, gratuitously to help the 
poor out of their ailment^ and somct^cs out of all their other 
distresses at the same tune 

Formal, m a double piopoorbon, both as a physician and as 
a person in office, and proud of f^e scraps of learning which 
rendered his language almost universally unmtdligible, Di. 
Luke Lundm approached the beach, and hailed the page os he 
advanced towards him * The fresl^GSS of the morning upon 
you, fail sm You arc sent, I warrant mc^ to see if we observe 
heio the regimen which her good ladyship hath presenhed, foi 
cschcfwmg dl superstitious ceremonies and idle anilities m these 
our itevels 1 am aware that her good ladyship would willingly 
have altogethci abolished and abrogated them But as 1 had 
tlie honour to quote to her from the works of tiic learned 
Hercules of Saxony, omnu curafto est vel canonica vef coaeia — 
that IS, fair sir — ^for silk and velvet have seldom their Lal^ ad 
wiguem — every cure must he wrought either by art and induc- 
tion of rule or by constraint, and the inse physician diooseth 
the former Wmch argument her ladyship bemg pleased to 
allow wdl of, I have made it my busmess so to blend mstnio- 
tion and caution with delight— mtxtto, as we say — that 1 
caa answer that the vulgar mmd will he defecated and purged 
of anile and Popish foolenes by the medicament adhibited, so 
that the pnnuB vm bemg cleansed, Master Henderson, or any 
other able pastor, may at will throw m tonics, and effectuate a 
peifeot moral core^ ttUo, czto, jiccuncfc’ 

have no chaise. Doctor Ltmdin,’ replied the page -■■■ 
*Call me not dot^i,’ said “the chambexifin, * since I have 
laid aside my furred gowu and bonnet^ and retired me into this 
temporality of chamberlamship * 

^0, sir,' said the page, who was no stranger by report to the 
charactei of this ongmal, '■the cowl makes not the monk, 
neither the cord the fnar we have all heard of the cures 
wrought by Doctor Lundm ' 
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^Toja, young hn — tiiflcs,' uiiswoiocl the leechj ivith glare dis- 
clnmatiOQ of bupciior skilly ^the hif^n-iniss pracbce of a poor 
ictucd gGntlcmAiij in a bhoit claik and doublet [Manr, Hca\cn 
scMit ita bic&siiig , and this I inubt siVi better fashioned medx 
enters ha^e bi ought fcaei patients through — hmqa rohaeorfa 
fcmKW, smth the Ttalhui — Im, fair 6ii, ^ou ha^e the language?’ 

Roland Gnenio did not tliink it uccessnn to erpoimd to 
this learned Theban m hethci bo understood hun or no « butj 
]oa> ing that matter xuiccrt.iiny lie told him he came in quest of 
cel tain packages nhich should Jiare a^n^cd at Kmross and 
been placed iiudci the cbauibci lam’s ahaiigothoo\eDmg bcfoie 

*Body 0* me*’ said Doctor Lundixi} *I fear oui common 
earner, Jolni Auchtennuchtr, hntb met 'vnth some misciiaucc, 
tliat ho came not up last night nith his nains bad loud this 
to joimioy m, mx'inaslci , aud the fool t«II travel by night too, 
nlthougli — ^besides all nuiladxcsii fn>m votii to joxtrjHSti^ 

i^hich “ttalk abroad in the night nil — lie maj "well fall in \ntli 
Jinlf a dozen snashl>ucklers;i -nho will ease him at once of his 
liaggago and his caithly complaints I must send forth to 
inquire aftoi him, wiico he hath stuft of the honoumblo hoiise- 
liold on hand , and, by Our Lady, he hatli stuft of miiio too— 
certain drugs sent me from the city for composition of my 
alexipiiarmics, this gear must be looked to Hodge,’ said he, 


Telford take the mickle bro^u nvei and the black entiled 
niaie, and make out tOT^ards the Keuy 
tidings you oan hare of Auchtormuchty and his warns, I trust 
lb IS only the medicine of the pottle-pot— being the only medica- 
menium which the boast useth — ^which bath caused him to tony 
on the road Take the nbands from your halberd^ ye knaves 
nnd EOt on ytrar jacks, plate^leo'ies, and knapsoall^ that yom 
prosrace may nork some terror if you meet with opposers He 
then added, tm-nmg to Roland Gneme, *1 wairant me we sludl 
have new s of the wains m hnef season Meantime it will please 

^ou to look upon the spoils hut first to entei my poor lirf^nj 
and take your morning’s cup Foi what saith the school o 
Salerno — c 

Poculnin, mane haustum, 

Restancat oatuiam evhanstam > 


'Youi learning i»too profound foi me,’ rephed the page. 
* and so would your draught bo likewise, I fc*u 

‘SeeKotolo 
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' 'Hot a 'vrhit^ fau su a cordial cup of CAcki impregnated with 
Tvoimvood, 18 the best anti-postilential draught, and, to speak 
truth, the pestilential miasmata arc now yeiy nfe in the 
atmospheie We li\e m a happy time, yoimg man,’ continued 
he, m a tone of grare iiony, 'and ha\e many blessings un- 
knoTin to oui fathers Here are tao sovereigns lu the land, 
a regnant and a claimant , that is enough of one good thing, 
Init^ if any one wants moie^ he may hud a king in eveiy 
peel-house m the country , so, if wc lack government^ it is not 
for want of governors Then have ue a cml wai to phleboto- 
mise IIS eveiy yeai, and to prevent oui population from stan lug 
foi want of food , and foi the same purpose we have the plague 
pioposmg us a vi&it, the best of all recipes for thmnmg a loud, 
and convertmg younger brothers into elder ones Well, each 
man m his vocation You young follow s of the sword desue to 
wiestlc, fence, or so forth with some expert adversaiy , and for 
my port, 1 love to match myself for life or death against that 
same plague ’ 

As they proceeded up the street of the little village towards 
the doctoi’s lodgings, his attention was successively occupied 
by various personages whom he met, and pointed out to the 
notice of his compamon 

' Do you see that fellow' with the red bonnet, the blue jerkin, 
and the gieat rough baton in his hand 1 I believe that down 
liath the stiength of a towei he has lived fifty jeais in the 
w Olid, and never encouraged the liberal sciences by bnymg one 
peunj'wortli of medicaments But see you tliat man with the 
Jacus EtjjpocfattcaV said he, pomtmg out a thm peasant, witli 
swelled legs, and a most cadaveious countenance, 'that I call 
one of the worthiest men in the baiony he bieakfasts, 
luncheons, dines, and sups by my advice, and not without my 
medicine , and, for his own single part, will go farther to dear 
out a moderate stock of pharmaceutics than half the countrv 
besides How do you, my honest fnend t ’ said he to the party 
in question, with a tone of condolence 

' ^ eiy weakly, sir, since I took the electuaiy,’ answered the 
patient, ' it neighboured ill with the two spoonfuls of pease- 
pomdgG and the kim-milk ’ ^ 

' Pcose-pomdge atid kim-milk ^ Have you been undei medi- 
cine these ten yeai^ and keep your diet so fill The ne\t 
monnng take the dectuaiy by itself, and toudi nothmg foi 
SIX hoiira Tlie poor object bowed and hmped off 

The next whom the doctor deigned to take notice of was a 
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]amc felJoi), bj \i}iozn the hononi Ttas «]iogctiici undesGrred, 
for At Bight of iho mcdicuioi ho began to bhiiffle ATray m the 
crovid as fast as Jus uifinnities would perznit 

' There is an ungrateful hound for you,’ said Doctor Lundm 
* T cured Jam of the gout in his fcot^ and now ho talks of the 
cJiaigcablcuGSS of m^icino, and makes the first use of Ins re- 
stored legs to fly fxom his physician Sis poda^ hath become 
a chi7affta, as hone&t Mart^ hath it the ^ut has got into ins 
flugen, and lie cannot draw his purse Old saying and true — 

Prciiim com poscit niedicus, Sathan est 


IVo aie angels when wo come to cure, dcMlb when wro ask pay- 
ment, but I will administer a purgation to bis purser I warrant 
lam. Theic is his brother too, a sordid chufl* So h(^ there * 
Sciundcrs Darlct i you have been ill, I hear?’ 

'Just got the turn, os I was thinking to send to your honoui, 
and I am brawly uovr again , it was nae great thing that 
ailed me ’ 

'Hark yon, sirrali/ said the doctor, *I trust you remember 
you are owing to the laird fom stones of barley-meal and a bow 
of oats, and I would have you send no more sudi kam-fowls 
as you sent last season, that looked as wietchedly as patibnts 
just dismissed from a plague-ho^tal , and there is haid mon^ 

owing besides* „ _ ^ 

*I was thinking, an,’ said the man, mere Scoifico, that is, 
rctnming uo direct answer on the subject on which he was 
addiesscd, ^my best way would be to come down to 
honour, and take your advice jet, m case my trouble should 


come back • , i. 

'Do so then, knave,’ rophed Lundm, ‘and remembw what 

Ecclcsinsticus saith— " Gn e phice to the physician let him not 
CO fiom thee, foi thou host need of him " ’ 

His exhortation was mtemipted an nppantaon which 
seemed to stnko the doctor with as much honoi and surpnge 
as his own visage inflicted upon siindiy of those persons whom 

he had oddicssed . « 

The figure uhidi produced tlus efibet on the Esculapiua of 

tlio vdlagc uas tibafc of a tall old ijoman, 
crowned hnt and muffler The first of these h^ilnneuts 
apparently to her stature, and lie other ^ed to Jb 

lo^ part of her face, and as the bat it^ was 
could seen beside^tao brown 

swarthy fire, that gleamed from under two dmggy grey «y»- 
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bxoTiB She was dressod m a long daik-colonrcd robo of imusual 
fashion, bordorod at the skirts and on the stomacher with a 
sort of white tummmg resembling the Jewish phylaetenes, on 
which were wrought t& characters of some unknown language 
She held m her hand a walkmg-staff of black ebony 

^By the soul of Celsus,* said Doctor Luke Lnndin, 'it is old 
kfothor NicnereiL heiself , she hath come to beard me within 
mme own bounds, and m the Tczy execution of mine office ^ 
“ Have at thy coa4 old w oman,'' as the song says Hob Anstcr, 
let her piesently be seized and oommitt^ to the tolbooth, 
and if there ore any zealous brethren here who would give the 
hag her deserts, and dnek hei, as a witch, in the loch, I pray 
let them m no way be hmdered ’ 

But the myrmidons of Doctoi Lundm showed in tlna case 
no alaenty to do his bidding Hob Anster even ventured to 
lemonatrate m the name of himself and his brethren ‘ To be 
sure he was to do his honour’s bidding, and for a’ that folk 
said about the skill and witchcnes of Mother Nicncvcn, he 
would put bis trust in God, and his hand on hei collar, with- 
out dieodoui But ^e was no common spae-wife, this Mother 
HiGpeven, like Jean Jopp that hved in the Bneno Baulk She 
had lords and lairds that would ruffle for hen There was 
^loncnefF of Tippermallooh, that was Popish, and the land of 
Carslogie, a kann’d queensman, were in the fair, with wha 
kenn'd how mouy swoids and bucklers at their back , and they 
would be sure to make a break-out if the officers meddled with 
the auld Popish witch-wifc, who was sae wed fnended , manr 
especially as the laird’s best men, such as were not in the castle, 
were m Edmhurgh with him, and he doubted his honour the 
doctor would find owet few to make a good backing if blades 
weie bare ’ 

The doctor listened nnwillmgly to this prudential counsel, 
and was only comforted by the hiithful promise of his satellite 
that ‘ The old woman diould,’ as he expressed it, ‘ be ta’en canny 
the next time she trespassed on the bounds ’ 

'And m that event,* said the doctor to his companion, 'fire 
and fagot shall be the best of her wdcome.* 

This he spoke in hearing of the dome hcr^, who even then, 
and m possmg the doctor, shot towards him from under hei 
grey eyebrows a look of the most insulting and contemptuous 
Bupenonfy ^ 

‘ This way,* contmued the phyiacian- 
his guest into his lodging, 'take care 


this way,* nuiTshalling 
you stumble not over a 
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lotoit, for it 18 liasaidoiis foi the ignorant to walk in the wa« 
of nit' 

Tho pAgo found nil reason for tho caution, foi, besides 
BtutTcd biidfi, and lizards, and bottled snakes, and bundles of 
simples mndo up, and othoi pnicels spend out to diy, and all 
the confusion, nob to menUou tlio mingled and sickening smells, 
niozdental to a dzuggist’s stook-m-trade, ho had also to aToid 
heaps of chaiooal, crucibles, bolt-heads, stoves, and tlie other 
fuiintuie of a clionucal laboiatoijr 

Amongst his othci philosophical qualities, Doctoi Ltmdin 
failed not to bo a confused sloven, and his old honsekeepei, 
uhoso life, as sho 8 .ud, 'nos spent m *tedding him up,' had 
trotted off to tho mart of gaiety uitli othei and youngci folks 
Much clatteiing and janghug therefoie thcio uas among jars, 
and bottles, and phials, oio tlio dootoi produced the snlutifeLOus 
potion vrliich ho recommended so stiongly, and a seoich equally 
long and non^ followed among biokon cans and eiackcd pip- 
kins eia he eouM bring foith a cup out of wrbzch to dnnk it 
Both mattoiB being at Icngtli achieved, the dootoi set the 
example to hm guests by quaffing off a oup of tho ccndinl, and 
smacking his lips with approbation as it descended his gqllet 
llolniid, lu tiiiu, Buhmittw to swallow the potion which hia 
liosb so eamebtly recommended, but which he found so m- 
BuilGTably bittei that ho became eager to escape from tho 
laboratory in scaich of a draught of fair watei to evpel the 
taste In spite of his offiirts, ho was nevertheless detamed by 
tho gaiiulity of his ho&t, till he gave him nome account of 
Motlier Nicueveu 

‘I care not to speak of hm/ said the doctoi, 'in the open 
an, and among the throng of people not for fnght, like yon 
cowardly dog, Anstei, but because I would give no occasion for 
a fray, haying no leisnie to look to stabs, elasbes, and broken 
bones Men call the old hag a prophetess, I do scarce believe 
die could foietdl when a brood of chickens will chip the shell 
Men say she reads the heavens , my black bitch knows as much 
of them when sho sits baying the moon Men pretend the 
anment wretch is ji soiceiess, a witch, and what not , inter no«, 

I will novel contradict a rumour which may bnng her to the 
stake which she so iiehly deserves, but neither will I bdieve 
that the tales of witches which they dm into our eais are ought 
but knavery, cozenage, and old women's fables ' 

' In tho name of Heaven, what is she then, said the pag^ 

* that you make such a stir about her f ' 
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'She 18 one of those enrsed old women/ replied the doctor, 
'who take currently and impudently upon themselves to act 
as advisers and cuiers of the sick, on the strength of some trash 
of hcibs, some rhyme of spells, some julep or diet, dnnk oi 
coidial ’ 

'Nay, go no farthei,' said the page, 'if they brew cordials, 
evil be their lot and all then partakers ^ ’ 

'You say well, young man/ said Doctor Lundin , ' foi mine 
own part^ I know no such pests to the commonrvealth Cb these 
old incarnate devils, who haunt the chambers of the brain-sick 
patients, tliat luc mad enough to sufler tliem to interfere with, 
disturb, and let the regular progress of a learned and artificial 
ciiie^ with then syrups, and then juleps, and diascoidium, and 
mithndate, and my Lady What-shall-calVum’s powder, and 
worthy Dame Tiashem’s pill, and thus make widows and 
orphans, and cheat the re^ar and well-studied physician, in 
Older to get the name of wise women and skeely neighbours 
and so forth But no more on’t Mother Nicueven’^ and I 
will meet one day, and she shall know there is danger m dealing 
witli the doctor/ 

^It IB a true word, and many have found it,' ^id the page , 
'but, under yom favour, I would fain walk abioad foi a little 
and see these sports ' 

'It IS well moved/ said tbo doctor, 'and I too should bo 
showing myself abroad Moreovei, the play* waits us, young 
man , to-day, icttn mundus agit hxstnonem ' And they sallied 
forth accordingly into the mirthful scene 


See Note 20 



CHAPTER XX^ 7 r 

Spo on y oil \ prrlont Ian n, tlio ^tlicnng croird 
Tiiickcin amain , the Imxoiii ii^ni]i 1 in advance 
y^hord ])> joll^ clou IIS , distinctions ccaac, 
liost ill tlio roninioii joj , and the boM nhs o 
IiCans on Ins uoalth} miister unroproi^ 

SoM>rsir LP, Jiural 

Tiir reappearance of the dignified chamborlnin on the street of 
the village uns cagcrl3 Junicd b}- the levcllcn,, as a pledge that 
the plii3, or dnnnutic representation, T\hich had been postponed 
o\\ mg lo Ins absence, was non full Burelj to commcnco Aii}*- 
tliiiig like on approach to tins most interesting of nil anrise* 
nients was of icccnt oiigin lU Scotland, and engaged public 
attention in proportion All other sports 'uoro discontinued 
The donee around tlio Ala^pole was anested, the nng broken 
lip and dispersed, while tlic dancers, caoK Ic^ing his partner 
1)3 the iiand, tupped ofT to tlic sih an theatre A truce was m 
like manner aoliioi cd betwixt a huge brown bear and certain 
mastifls, who woio tugging and pnlhng at his shaggy coat, 
uiidcr tlio mediation of the bear-ward and half a dozen butchers 
and 3 comcn, w ho, by dint of * staving and tailing/ as it w as techni- 
cally termed, sepamted the unfortunate animcds, whoso fury had 
for an hour past been their cliiof amusement The itmemut 
minstrel found litmsolf deserted by the audience ho had collected, 
oven 111 the most interesting passage of the romance which he 
routed, and just as lie was sending about his boy, with bonnet 
ill hand, to collect then oblations Ho mdignantly stopped 
short 111 the inid*^ of Hoseieal and Lthan, and, replacing his 
tliTCO-stniigcd fiddle, or rebeck, m its leatiicni ease, followed 
the crowd, witli no g^-will, to the exhibition which hud super- 
bcdcd his ow n Tlio juggler had ceased his exertions of emitting 
flame and smoke, and was content to respire m the manner 
of ordinary moitals rather than to play gratuitously the part 
of a fiery dragon In short, all other sports were Buspenaed, 
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80 eagorly did the rovolleis throng towaidB the placo of ropre- 
Bcntatiou. 

They vrould err gicatly Viho should icgulato thoir ideas of 
this dramatic cxlubition upon those denved from a modem 
thcaitie, foi the ludc sho^^s of Thespis were for loss diffmcut 
from those exhibited by Eunpides on the stage of Athene 'aith 
all its magmhooDt decorations and pomp of dresses and of 
scenery In the present case there T^ere no scones, no stage, 
no machinery, no pit, hox, and gallery, no hox-lobhy, and, 
Trhat might m poor Scotl^d be some consolation foi other 
ucgationB, there xras no taking of money at the door As m the 
devices of the magnanimous Bottom, the aotoxs hod a greensn ard 
plot for a stage, and a ha'v^thom bush for a greenroom and 
tmng-hooBO, the spectators hemg accommodated with seats 
on the artificial ha& which had been raised aiound three- 
fourths of the playground, the remamdei being left open for 
the entrance and exit of the performers Hero sate the un- 
critical audience^ the chamberlain m the centre, as the person 
highest m office — aU alive to cnjtyment and admiration, and all 
therefore dead to cnticism 

characters which appeared and disappeared before the 
amnsed and interested audience were those which fill tlie 
carher stage in all nations — old men, cheated by their wives 
and daughters, piUi^ed by their sons, and imposed on by their 
domestic^ a braggadocio captain, a faiavish pardoner or gums- 
tionaiy, a country bumpkin, and a wanton <aty dame Amid 
all these, and mere acceptable than almost the whole put to- 
gether, was the all-licensed fool, the Gracioso of the Spanish 
drama, who, with his cap fashioned mto the resemblance of a 
coxcomb, and his bauble^ a truncheon termmated by a carved 
figure, wearing a fool’s cap, m his hand, went^ came, and 
returned, minghng m every scene of the piece, and interrupting 
the husmess, without havmg any share hhnself in the action, 
and ever and anon transferring his gibes from the actors on 
the stage to the audience who sate around, prompt to applaud 
the whole - 

^le wit of the piece, wbch was not of the most pcfiidied 
e ^ di^cfiy fiireoted against the superstitiouB practices 
of the Cathoho rdigiou, and the stage artalleiy had on this 
^een levelled by no less a person than Doctor Lundm, 
who had not only commanded the manager of the entertain- 
ment to select one of the numerons satires whidi had been 
wntten agomst the Papists (several of wduch were cast in a 
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itr.itn*ilic form), Init had c\ci], like tho Pnnco of Denmark, 
caiiHrd ihtMii 1o wwl, or, acrnrding to liih o^n]ilmihc tfi 
here niid thrte, n few plctsantiics of his own ftenningon the 
■^uno inoYlMU^tiblc f^iibjcct, Imping tlicicbj toinollifj tliongonr 
of tlu* T<ul\ of ]«nclile\ci] towanlh |mstiincs of tiub dcscnption 
111* fiultid nni to jog UofniKPh ollioii, who was Bitting m faUto 
licUinil him, and lecointncnd 1o Ins jiailicuKi Attention tliose 
faxoinitc ]KiHsni;es As foi the piue, to whom the idci of 
Mich an exiiihitiini, Niiiiplr as it wn^, w/is ciitiicl^ new, he heboid 
it with tlio umlmiiinsliGd and oc>tlntic delight with wliioh men 
of nil ranks look fm tlio first tnno on dianmtic icpceontntian, 
And linglicd, shoutud, iind cbijipcd his liands as the performance 
jirococdod An nirident nt hngth took plnro wlnoli efTectuall} 
hniko off his iiUcTc^t in (lie business of the scene 

One of the princijial jicrsoingcs in the comic pnit of the 
drum was, ns we liase nhcady wid, a quicstionai^ or pardoner, 
fine of those ilJiiomnls wlio Imukod about fiom place to pluco 
ii'hcs, ical or jiiuteudcd, with whicli he excited the deiotion at 
once and tlic cliaiity of the jiopulace, and gencmllj deceived 
both the one and tho othei The li^pociisj-, iinpidcnce, and 
jmifligiics of tlicso clcTKwl wiindoioi'S had made tliom^ tho 
Mibjcct of HA tlio from tlio time of Chancer down to that pf 
lloiwooci TJicir present icpicsoiitatne failed not to follow 
the* same lino of Jmmonr, exhibiting pig's bones for leln^ and 
boasting the % ii tiics of small tm crosses, w bicb had been shaken 
m tlic bolj jioiimgci at Imioito, and of cockle-sbells, xrbiciibaa 
been broiiglit fiom the slinnc of St James of^-Compostclln, all 
which he disposed of to the dcsout Catholics at nearly im high 
a nneo as iintiqxuiiics arc now willing to my for “ 

Mmilar inlnnsio xaluc At length the TOidoncr pnll^from 
his sciip n small phial of clear watci, of which he xwmtcd the 
quality m the following icrscs — 


‘ liistiioth, godc jicoplc, cicncbc obe. 

Tor m the londc of Babyloue, 

Tat cutward I wot it Ivotb, 

And n the fiml londc the Bonno cspieth, 
Tlicr, ns bo cometb fio out ibo so ■ 
In^bis ilk londc, as tUinkotb mOi 
Iliglit os hoho Icgcndcs trll, 

SnoUroth from a lokc a well. 

And fallotli into aiio bath of ston, 

MMior cliast Susanne, m tiroes lorn; gou 
AVss wont to wash her bodie rad lini 
Micklo sertuo bath that slrcme, 

As ye shall sc cr that ye jias, 
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EnBaniple by this littlo glas 
Throng nighlia cold and day^s bote, 

Hidcmaid 1 ba> e it broadit , 

Hath a wife made slip or uide, 

Ot a maiden stup’d oside, 

^tteih this water under her ncso, 

VTold die Hold she, she ^all snese ’ 

Tho jest, as the leader skilfnl m the antique language of the 
diama must at once pciceive, turned on the same pivot as m 
the old minstrel tales of the DnnLmg-Ho/in of King Arthur 
and the Mantle made Amies But the audience uae umtha 
learned noi cntacal enough to challenge its vrant of onginalitj 
The potent xclio was, aftei such grimace and huffooneiy as 
hefitt^thc subject) presented saccessively to each of the female 
personages of the drama, not ono of whom sustamed the sup- 
posed test of disci etion , hut, to tho infinite delight of the 
audience, sneezed much loudei and longer than x>6ihaps they 
themselves had counted on The jest seemed at last worn 
threadbare, and the pardoner was passing on to some new 
pleasantijr, when the jestei or clown of the ^mo, possessing 
hin^olf secietly of the phial which contained the wondrous 
liquor, applied it suddenly to the nose of a young woman, 
who, with her black silk muffler, or scieen, drawn over hei 
face, was sitting in thefoiemo&t rank of the spcctatoi^ intent 
apparently i™n tlie business of the stage The contents 
of tho phial, well calculated to sustain the credit of the 
pardoner’s legend, set the damsel a-sncozing violently, on ad- 
mission of frailly which was leceived with shouts of rapture 
by the audience These wore soon, however, lenewcd at the 
expense of the jestei himself, when the insulted maiden extn- 
cated, CIO the paroxysm was well over, one hand from the folds 
of hei mantle and bestowed on the wag a bufiet, which nude 
him reel fully his own length from the paidonei, and then 
acknowledge the favour by instant prostration 

No one pities a jester overcome in his xocation, and the 
clown met with httle sympathy when, using fiom the giound 
and whimpering forth his complaints of harth ticatment, ho 
imoked the assistance and qnnpathy of tne audience But 
the chamheilam, feeling his own dignily insulted, ordered two 
of^his halberdiers to bring the culpnfc before him Wlien these 
official persons first approached the Mrago, she throw herself 
into an attitude of firm defiance, as if dotemiincd to resist their 
autiionty , and from the sample of strength and qiiiit which 
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she had alxeadj diq>lajed> tliej showed no alacntj at execut- 
ing their cQmmiasion But on half a minuted icflectiou, tho 
damsel changed totaUj her attitude and ntonnci, folded her 
doak around her arms lu modest and maiden-hko fashion, and 
walked of hei own accoid to the pieseuce of the gieat man, 
followed and guaided bj the two manful satelhto As she 
moved aoross the vacant spac^ and moie especially as she stood 
at the footstool of the doctoi^a judgmeuteeat^ the maiden dis- 
covered that lightness and dosticity of step^ and natural grace 
of raonuei, which oonnoisseuis in female beauty know to ho 
seldom divided fiom it Moreovez, lier neat rosset^Iourcd 
jacket^ and diort petticoat of the same colour, displayed a 
form and a petty leg Hez featuies ueza concealed 
by the screen , hut the doctoi, whoso gravity did not pevent 
his pietensioDS to be a connoisseai of the school we hdve hinted 
at^ saw enough to judge favourably of the piece by tho sample 
He began, however, with consideiable austenty of mannei 
* And how now, saucy quean > ' said the medical man of office, 
‘what have you to say why I should not order you to be ducked 
m the loch foi lifting youi hand to the man in my pieseiico^* 
‘Mhnv,’ replied the oulpnt^ ‘because I judge tliat youi 
honour will not think the cold hath necessaiy for my com- 


^ ‘A pestilent jade,’ said the dootoi, 'nhispenng to Holnnd 
GMome, 'and I’ll warrant her a good one hei voice is as sweet 
as syiup But, my pretty maiden,’ said he, 'tou diow iw 
■wonderful little of that countenance of yours; ho pleased to 
throw aside your mufSei ’ , 

'I trust your honom wiUexousemotillwoaremorepnvat^ 
ansiveiod the maiden, ‘fm I have acquamtaace, and I should 
like ill to he known m tho country as tho pooi gui whom that 

of candied manna ' ’ replied the dootoi , ‘ for I “ 

I am ohamheilain of Lochloven, Kinross, so fo^, 

Susanna hoiself could not have snu^ that dnn 
ont sternutation, heing m tiuth a cunoiis disblhition of leoti- 
m vmeVof the sun, prepaied by mine own hi«& 

Wherefore oa thou sayest thou wilt com© to mo m pnvat^ 

^tafaon for tho ofibnoe whereof then hast 

^^ty, I TOtnmand that all for the present ^ 

£te~ptK« <11 a» 

The damsel oourtcaed and tupped back to p 
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play proceeded, but it uo longer attracted the attention of 
Boland Gneme 

The TOic^ the figure and what the veil pemutted to be 
seen of the neck and tresses of the Tillage damsel boro so 
strong a resemblance to those of Cathenno Seyton that be fdt 
like one bewildwid in the mazes of a changeful and stupifying 
dream. The memorable scene of the hosteixy rodied on his 
recollection, with all its doubtful and marvellous circumstances 
Were the tales of enchantment which he had read in romances 
realised in this extiaordinary girl f Could she transport herself 
&om the walled and guarded Castle of Loohleven, moated with 
its broad lake (towards which he cast back a look as if to ascer- 
tarn itwos stiQ m existence}, and watched with such sorupulous 
care os the safety of a nation demanded Could she surmount 
all these obstacles, and make such careless and dangerous use 
of ^ liberty as tO engage herself pubhdy in a quanel m a 
Tillage fairl Boland was unable to determine vihether tbo 
exertions which it must have cost her to gain her freedom or 
the use to which she had put it rendered her the most un- 
accountable creature 

Lost m these meditations, he kept his gaze fixed on the 
subject of them, and m eveiy casim motion disooveied, or 
thought he discorered, something which reminded hun still 
more strongly of Gatherme Seyton It occurred to him more 
than once, u^ed, that he might be deceiTing himself hy ez- 
a^eratiug some casual likeness into absolute identity But 
then the meetm^ at the hosteliy of St Michaers returned to 
his mmd, and it seemed in the hipest degree improlMible thai^ 
under sudi Tonous cucumstanees, mere imagination should 
twice have found omortumty to play him the sdf-same tnck 
This time^ bon ever, he detenmned to have hzs doubts resolved, 
and for this purpose he sate during the rest of the play like a 
greyhound m the dip, ready to spring upon the haxe the instant 
that she was started The dai^l, whom he watched atten- 
tively lest she diould escape m the crowd when the spectacle 
was closed, sate as if perfectly unconscious that she was ob- 
served But the worthy doctor marked the ^direction of his 
eye^ and nu^animously suppressed his own mdmation to 
become the Theseus to this Hippolyta, m deference to the rights 
of ho^itality, which enjoined hun to forbear mterference with 
the pleasurable pursuits of his young fnend He passed one 
or two formal gibes upon the fixed attention which the page 
paid to the unknown, and upon his own jealouq: , addmg, how- 
XI 19 
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cvcK| that if both ^vcic to be presented to the patientat oncoj I 
]iad little doubt slio \iould think the youngei man the soimdc 
piescnption 'I feai m^' he added, ^we diall haTe no new 
of the knave Auchtermuchty foi some time, smoe the venm 
Tbhom I sent after him seem to have proved cmbie-messengen 
So }oa have an honi or two on joui handsi Afastei Page, m 
as the mmstiols aio beginning to stiike up^ now that the pla; 
18 ended, why, an you mdixie foi a dance, yonder is the greci 
and tlioie sits yom partnei 1 trust youwill hold meperfeotii 
my diagnostics, smeo I see with half an eye what disease yoi 
are sick oi^ and have administered a pleasing zemedy 

Pisoernit sapiens res (as Chambers hath it) q^uoa oonlhndit oselliis ' 


The page liardly heard the end of the learned adage, or thi 
charge which the chambeilain gave hun to be Avithm lead^ n 
case of the wains amvmg suddenly, and soonei than expected, 
so eager was ho at once to shake himself free of his Icamec 
associate and to satisfy his cunosity regaidmg the nnknowi 
damsd Yet, m the ha^ with which he made towaids hei, he 
found time to inflect that, m ordei to secure on (^ortunitj oi 
conversing with her m pnvate, he must not alarm hei fiist 
accosting her He therefoie composed his mannei and gaiw and 
advancing with becoming self-confidence befme thiee or foui 
Gountzy-feliows %rho were mtent on the same design, but knew 
not so well how to put their lequest into shape, he acq^mted 
her that he, as ike deputy of the veneraUe dbamberlain, le- 
quested the honoui of her hand as a partnei ^ 

* The venemble bhambeilam,’ said the damsel, fiankly,reach- 
ing the page her hand, * does very well to exeioise this part of 
hispiiviege by deputy, and I suppose the laws of Ae revels 
leave me no choice but to accept of hia faalhml delegate 
‘Provided, fair damsel,’ said the page, ‘his chmoe of a dele- 
gate IB not altogether distasteful to you ’ „ . « 

^ ‘ Of that, fan sii,’ replied the maide^ ‘I will tell you more 
when we have danced the first measuie * 

Catbenne Seyton had admirable skill m gestio 1^ and itm 
<»H netune8 called on to dance foi the amusemrat o* W 
mistress Bolaifd Greeme had 0^*0“^ 
and Bometunes, at the Queen’s command, ® 

on such occasions He vras, therefto, 

Cathenne’s mode of danemg, 

partner, m grace, in agility, in quickness of ®®*’ 

Ef esecition, exactly resemWed her, save that the Scottato jig 
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ubicli be now danced with bei required a more violent and 
rapid motion, and more rustic agility, than the stately pavens, 
lavoltoB, and courantoes which he had seen her execute m the 
chamber of Queen iSsctj The active duties of the dance left 
limi httle time for reflection, and none foi conversation , but 
\\hen then de dcuv was finished, amidst the acclamations of 
the villagers, who had seldom TMtnessed such an exhibition, he 
took an opp^umty, when thc^ yielded up the green to another 
couple, to use tlie privilege of a paitner, and enter into conversa- 
tion IV ith the mystenous maiden whom he still held by the hand 
‘Fair partnei, may I not crave the name of her ^ho has 
graced me thus fari’ 

‘ You may,’ said the maiden , ‘ but it is a question whether 
1 shall ansaei you ’ 

‘ And why ? ’ asked Roland 

‘Because nobody gives anything for nothing, and you can 
tell me nothmg in rctom which I care to hear ' 

‘Could I not tell you my name and lineage, in exchange for 
yours?’ returned Roland 

* No * ’ answered the maiden, ‘ for you know little of either ’ 
‘ How ® ' said the page, somewhat angnly 
‘Wrath you not for tlie matter,’ said the damsel, ‘I mil 
show you m an instant that 1 know moie of you than you do 
of yourself ’ 

‘Indeed^’ answered Gneme , ‘for whom then do you take mel’ 
‘Poi the wild falcon,’ ansucied she, ‘whom a dog biought in 
lus mouth to a oertain castle, 'when he was but an unfledged 
eyas , foi the liawk whom men dare not let fly, lest he should 
check at game and pounce on camon , whom* folk must keep 
hooded till he has the proper light of his eyes, and can discover 
good fiom evil ’ 

‘ W ell — he it so,’ rephed Roland Grssme , ‘ I guess at a part 
of your parable, fair mistress mine , and perhaps 1 know as mucli 
of you as you do of me, and can well di^ense with the informa- 
tion which you are so niggard m giving ’ 

‘Prove that,’ said the maiden, ‘and I will give you credit for 
moio penettatiou than I judged you to be gift^ withal * 

‘It shall be proved nistantly,’ said Roland Grseme ‘The 
first letter of your name is S and the last N ’ 

‘ Admirable ^ ’ said his partner , * guess on ’ 

‘It pleases you to-day,’ continued Roland, ‘ to xrear the snood 
and kirtle, and perhaps you may be seen to-morrow in hat and 
feather, hose and doublet ’ 
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* 111 the dout * — iu the dout * you have hit the veiy ^luto^' 
said the damsel, siippiessuig a gieot ludmntion to laugh. 

‘ You con switch men’s eyes ont of then headi^ as well os the 
licarts out of their bosoms ’ 

These last words were uttezed lu a low and tender tone, 
which, to Roland’s gicat mortification, and somewhat to his dis- 
pleasure, was so fai from allaying, that it greatl} mci eased, Ins 
paitnoi’s disposition to laughtoi She conld scarce compose 
horbolf while she icpliod, ‘If yon had thought my hand so 
foimidable,’ e\tncatmg it fiom his hold, would not ha^e 
grasped it so hard, but I peicoi^e you know me so folly that 
thcie 18 no occasion to show you my face ’ 

‘Foil Gathenne^’ said the page, 'he weie unworthy ever to 
liavo seen you, fnr less to have dwelt so long m the same 
service, and under the same loof with jou, who could mistake 
your au, your gestuie, your step in wdkmg or m donemg, the 
turn of 3 our neck, the ^ymmetiy of youi form none could bo 
so dull as not to lecoguise you by so many proofs , but for mo, 
I could sw ear oven to that tress of hau that escapes from under 
youi muffler’ 

'And to the faceii of course, which that muffler coversp^ said 
the mitidAn, lemoMnghei leil, and m an instant endeavoming 
to replace it She lehowed the features of Cathenne, but an 
unusual degree of petulant impatience inflamed them when. 


w.ia unable agam to «idjust it with that dextenty which was a 
piincipal accomplishment of the coquettes of *che tune 

‘The fiend live the rag to tatters ' ' said the damsel, as the 
veil fluttered alxiut hci shoulders, with an accent so earnest 
and decided that it made the page start He looked agam at 
the damsel's fac^ but the mformation which hts eyes rec«^ea 
was to the same puipoit as before He asusted her to adjust 
hermufflei, and both wore foi an instant silent The damsel 
spoke fiist, foi Roland Grmme was overwhelmed with surprise 
at the contrarieties which Cathenne Seyton seemed to mclwdc 

in liei person and ohoractei “ 

‘YovTaio MUBnsed,’ said tho damsd to him, ‘atTihat ymi 
Bee and heai the tmiesnhich make females men “e Icist 

of all fitted foi men to become women , yet yon ymireelf are 

‘1 m danger of becoming effeminate said the pa^ , 
«Yes,youffor all the bdldnessof yonr 
‘ Wn y^hould hdd fast youi leligion, bccauso it is assailed 
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on all Btdes hj rebels, traitors, and Heretics, you lot it glide oat 
of your breast like \rater grasped m the hand If you are 
dnven from the faith of your fathers from feai of a traitor, is 
not that womanish? If you are cajoled by the canning argu- 
ments of a trumpeter of heresy, or the praises of a Funtamo 
old woman, is not that womanish? If you are bribed l^ the 
hope of spoil and preferment, is not that womanish? And 
when you wonder at my yentmg a thieat or an execration, 
should yon not wonder at yourself, who, pietendmg to a gentle 
name, and aspmng to knighthood, can be at the same time 
cowardly, silly, and &d£<mterested?’ 

* I wo^d that a man would brmg such a charge ' ’ said the 
page, ^he should see, ere his life was a mmute older, whether 
he h<id cause to term me coward or no ’ 

^Beware of snob big woids,’ onsweied the maiden, 'you 
said but anon that I sometimes wear hose and doublet ’ 

' But remain still Ckithermc Seyton, w ear what you list,' said 
the page, endcavounng agam to possess himself of her hand 
'You indeed ore plea*ied to cml me so,' replied the maiden, 
evading his intention, 'but I have many other names besides' 
'And wdl you not reply to that,’ said the page, *by which 
you aie distmgmshed beyond every other maiden m Scotland?’ 

The damsel, unallured by his praises, still kept aloof, and 
sung with gaiety a verse team an (dd l^lad — 

‘ 0 some do call me Jsclc, sweet love, 

And some do cbH me GiU , 
nxA when I nde to ]^lyFood, 

My name is Wilful WUl ’ 

'Wilful Will * ' exclaimed the p^e, impatiently^ 'say rather 
WiH o’ the Wisp — Jack with the Cmtern, for never was such 
a deceitful or wandenng meteor i ’ 

'H I be such,' replied the maiden, * I ask no fools to follow 
mo If they do so, it is at their own pleasure, and must be on 
their own proper penl ’ 

'Nay, but, dearest Catherme,’ said Roland Gimm^ 'be for 
one instant senous ' ^ 

'If you will call me your dearest Catherine, when I have 
given you so many names to choose upon,’ replied the damsel, 
*I would ask you how, supposing me for two or three hours of 
my life escaped from youdei tower, you have the cruelty to 
ask me to be senous during the only merry moments I have 
seen perhaps for months ? ' 
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*A}f liul, fiui (Mtiu'iinui lliero arc moments of deep and 
fiao Y^liich me voitli fi'n thousand }oai% of tho Ine- 

lirst nnrl aiirh wan that of 3Tslcn]a3', ivhcu }ou so 

nearly—* 

'Ho nest 13* Mlmtl' demnnded the dam^h hnstn3 
' When 30U njijironchcd 3onr lips ho ncin to tlio sign }ou had 
IrftiM'd on 1113* fon'lieicd * 

'Mother of Jfcaven^* CYelattncd kIid, jii ii 3ctficrecr tone, 
niul tilth II more iiirLSUuIiiic nuiiincr tlmn she had 3 ot oshibitcd 
'rAtheiiiie Sin (on appitMoh hei lips to a hrou, and tliou 
thiit iininl tiion licst*’ 

The p*igo stoiKi nstonished , hut, conccning ho hud nlaimcd 
t lie dainsolV dclttfact 113 nlluduig to the cn t hitsuiMn of a niomcut, 
and tho in inner 111 which fclic h.ul osptessed it, he oiidoaiourcd 
(It foith nn apolo^rv Hu* cYCiihes, though Iio wob unable 
|rt pi\c them «»3 regnlni sliajx:, wore accepted by Ins com- 
panion, who hud" indeed hiippresscd her indignation after its 
(ii>t osplo^iom '.S|>oal» no inoic on*t/ hhe sud 'And now let 
iiH pmt, oiu comersntidii 11113 iittmcfc more notice than is 
con\onioiit foi either of ns * ^ ^ 

t Xu3, hut allow me ni least to follow 30U to some scqucatcicd 

iilace * - 

' You diiro not,* lephod the niiiidcn 

'How*/ Mid the 3outh, 'd.iie iiotf whcic is it 3011 dare go, 

wlioio 1 d.no not follow t' . , , ^ 1 ,1 1,1 

'"ion fciii A will o* the wisp,' slid thcdanibcl, how would 
^on face a hcr> dnigon, with mi cnclianticsS mounted on its 


Sn ISgci, Sii Guuic, 01 Sn Gic} fated,’ baid Uic page, 
* but bo theio hueb I03 s to be been here r j 4 j 

'I CO to ^ilothcr Niciicicn’a,* mifawcicd the maid, and she 
is wildi enough to icin the honied dciil, with o red silk thro.id 
for n bildlo, and a lownii-ticc switch for a whip 
« 1 will follow 30U,* said tho page 
' It lie at some disUiice,* wid tho maiden 
Vnd wranmii" her mantle round hci with more s^eas than 
«n l « Sl.0 mingled iMth the thiong, «nd 

SSb tlu! \dllage. hocdfully folloived by Ro end 
Grime nt homo dwUince, aud undei o^oiy 
conld iwe to picicnt Ins punwho from being obsenod 
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Yos, it IS she ii\lu>se ejes look'd on thy childhood, 

And i^ateh’d nith tromblisg hox)0 thy da^u of yonth, 

That non, nith these same ojeholls aimin'd nitu age, 

And dimmer ytt with tears, sees thy dishonour 

Old Play 

At tho ontrttnee of the pntieipal, oi indeed, so to speak, the 
only, atieet m Kinross the damsel, nhosc stepff were pursued b}* 
Roland Gimme, cast a glance bchmd hci, as if to be ccrUtn ho 
had not lost trace of hei, and then plunged do\in a veiy nanow 
lane which lan betwixt tno rows of pooi and rumous cottages 
She paused foi a second at the dooi of one of those miserable 
tenements, again cost her i^c up the lane towards Roland, then 
lifted the latch, opened the dooi, and disappeared fiom his tigi\ 
With wbatevei haste tlio page followed hei example, tho 
didiculty which he found in discoycnug the trick of the latch, 
which did not work quite m the usual mannei, and in pushing 
open the dooi, which did not yield to hu> iin>t cfibit, delayed 
for a minute or two his entianco into the cottage A daik and 
smoky passage led, as usual, betwixt the extcnoi wall of the 
house and the *hallan,’ or clay wall, which seivcd as a paititxon 
betwixt it and the intonoi At the end of this passage, and 
thiough the partition, was a dooi leading mto the * ben,’ ox inner 
chambci of the cott^e, and when Rohuid Grmme’b hand was 
upon the latch of this door, a female voice piouoiinced, ^JBene- 
dietvs qut rental tn fumine Dtmmi, damnandtis gm tn ntmxne 
tmmici ' On cutenng the apartment, he perceived tho dguro 
which the chamberlain had ]^inted out to higi as Mothei Nio- 
noven, seated beside the lowly hearth But there was no other 
porbon in the room Roland Grasme gazed around in surprise 
at the disappearance of Cathenne Scyt^ without paying much 
regard to the supposed sorceress, until she attracted and nveted 
lus regard by the tone m which, she asked him — ‘What seekest 
thou horol* 
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M Miifl the iMgc, ^iitli much cmbamssmcnt— 

,ook 

Eub his ansticr ^as cut iiliorb *nhcn the old 'croman^ dnu^uig 
]icr huge gioy c\obn>\i8 btcnily together, Mith a froun'Hhicli 
Knittcfl her hrou into n thouMnd 'nnnkles, aiosc, and erecting 
herself up to her fii]] imtiini] &i/c, toxic tlic kerchief from her 
iiud bciring Roland bj tlic arm, made Uo stndcs across 
the floor of the apartment to a bmall \imdovk through \rbich 
the light foil full on her face, and bhemed the natonishcd jouth 
the countenance of Magdalen Gneme ' Yes, Roland,* she s&id, 
‘thine c\cs deccnc tlicc not thc> sbou thee trulj the features 
of her \\tiom thou hast thjself dcccircd, \^hose 'nino thou hast 
turned into gsill, licr bread of jo^fiilncAs into bitter poison, her 
liopc into the blackest desimir It is she nho now doxnands of 
thee, wli.it bcekest thou here?— she whose hcaiiost sm towards 
Heasen Imtb been, that she loicd thee oien better than the 
vcnl of the wliole chinch, and could not without reluctance 
btirrender thee oion in the cause of God— she now asks jou. 


what scckcat tliou hener 

While she spoke, she kept licr brood black eye nreted on 
the youth's face, with the c\pression witii which the faglo 
xegords his prey ere he tcirs it to pieces Roland felt himself 
at tiio moment iiic.ipnbIo either of leplj or ovnsion Thw extror 
ordinarr ontliusiast had picsorved over him in some mcoBi^ 
the ascmidcncj winch she had acquired dunng Ins chiJdho^, 
and, besides, he knew the Molencc of licr passions and her 
impatience of contradiction, and was acnsiblo<that almost any 
reply which ho could make was Iikelj to throw her into an 
ecstasy of rage Ho w as thcroforc silent , and Magdalen Gimme 
proceeded with intrcawng cntliusiiwm in hci apostrophe—* Once 
mom, what scck’st thou, false hoj 1— seekst ^hon the honom 
thou hast rcnounoed, the faitli thou lust abandoned, t he ho pes 
then hast destroj ed 1 Or didst thou seek m^ the sole ]^et- 
icss of thy jouth, the only parent whom tlion liost known, 
that thon mij-st trample on my grey han^ evm as thou hast 
already trampled on the best wishes of mj heart 1 

‘Paidon me, mother,’ said Roland Grrome, tat, 
and tmon, I des*er>o not your blame I have taen 
nmnnerst YOU— cvon by Tourself, my leveicd paionti as wdl as 

by o£ra-as one who lacked the “’T"' **2t to miS 

wdl and human reason, orwas at least 

them A land of enchantment lia^e I been led xaio, 

Kheou Sst areundme-cveiy onehas met me m disgmse- 
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cvGiy Qffto luvs spokion to mo m pomblcs— I have hecu like one 
nho xialkB m aneaiy and bovnldenng dream, and no\v you 
blame me that 1 havo not the sense, and judgmenl^ and steadi- 
ness of a ivokm^ and a disenchanted, and a reasonable man, 
uho knows what he is doing, and wheiefore ho docs it ^ If one 
must walk with masks and spectres, who waft themselves from 
place to place as it were in vision rather than reality, it might 
shake the soundest faith and turn the wisest head I sought, 
since 1 must needs avow my folly, the same Catherme Seyton 
with whom you made me first acquainted, and whom I most 
strangely hnd m this village of Kinross gayest among the 
le^ client when I had but just loft her in the well-guarded 
Castle of Lochleven, the sad attendant of an imprisoned Queen 
I sought her, and m her place 1 hnd you, my mother, moio 
strangely disgmsed than even she is ’ 

*And what hadst thou to do with Oathenne S^’tonf ’ said 
the matron, sternly, 'is this a time or a world to follow maiden^ 
or to dance around a Maypole ) When the trumpet snmmons 
every tme-hcarted Scotsi^n around the standaid of the true 
sovereign, ^alt thou be found loitering m a lady's bower?' 

^'No, by Heaven, noi impnsoued m the rugged walls of an 
i^nd castle ' ' answered Boland Giseme ' 1 would the blast 
wore to sound even now, for 1 fear that nothing less loud will 
dispel the chimencal visions by which 1 am sunotmded ’ 
'Douht not that it will be winded,’ said the matron, 'and 
that so fearfully loud, tliat Scotland will nevei hear the like 
until the last and loudest blast of all shall announce to moun- 
tain and to valley that time is no more Meanwhile, be tboii 
but brave and oonstant Servo God, and honour thy sovereign 
Abide by thy rdigion I cannot— I will not— I doae not ask 
thee the truth of the temble Barmises I have heaid touching 
thy falling away — ^perfect not that accursed sacrifice , and yet, 
even at this late hour, thou mayst be wbat I have hoped for, 
the son of my dearest hope What say I ? The son of my hope ? 
Thou shalt ^ the hope of Scotland, her boast and her honour i 
Even thy wildest and most foolish wishes may pezchanoo be 
fulfUlcd 1 might bludi to mingle meaner motives with the 
noble guerdon I hold out to thee It shi^os me, being such 
os I am, to mention the idle passions of youth, save with 
contempt and the purpose of censure But we must bnbe 
ohildien to wholesome medicine by the ojffer of cates, and 
youth to honourable achievement with the promiae of pleasure 
Mark mo, therefore^ Boland The love of Cathenne Seyton 
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Mill follow hum onlj who sbaJl achieve the ihiodom of her 
mietiosS; and boheve^ it may be one day in thine own power 
to be that happy lover Oobt^ theiefore^ away doubt and foai, 
and piepaio to do what religion calls fbr, what thy country 
demands of tbe^ what thy du^ as a subject and as a senmit 
alike regime at yom handj and be assort even the idlest or 
wildest wishes of thy beaitwiU be most readily attained by 
foQowiug the call of thy duty ' 

As she ceased speaking; a double knock was heard agozubt 
the inner door The mation, hastily adjusting hm muffler 
and resuming her chan by Ihe hea^^ demanded who was 
there 

* Salve tn nomvie mneto* was answeied fiom without 
^Salvete et vosj* answeied Magdalen Ghzemo 
- * a man enteied m the oidinaiy diess of ft nobloni«mls 
retainm, wearing at his girdle a swotd and buoklei * I sought 
you,* said h^ *my mothei, and him whom I see with you* 
Thou oddicssing himself to Boland Gianue, ho said to nim, 
'Hast thou not a packet from Geoigo Sousas f* 

have,’ said the page, suddenly lecolleotuig that which liad 
been committed to bis ohazge m the mommg, *but I may «ot 
delivei it to anyone without some token that they have a ngut 

to ask It * j 1. j f 

*Tou say well/ replied the serving-man, and whisporcfl mw> 
his ear, 'The packet which I ask is the xoport to his father, 

will this token suffice?’ . i ^ r 

at will,’ lephed the page, and taking the p&ckct fiom his 

bosom, fflive it to the man j i ei. iv 

a will return piesently,’ said the sorving-maii, and left tuc 


^^^fand hod now sufficiently recovered his surpiiso bo aooobt 
hib idativo m turn, and lequost to know the 
found her in so proconons a disguise, and a plac e so d anp^^s 
be Ignorant.' he said, 'of the hal^ that Uio 
Lady of Loohlevon bears to those of youi— that is of our ' 

. taeoi to ft. wJortoool. to 
tovTte to <nm ito » to “« • 
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know that, vom of his schooloiaft and oamal wisdom, Luke 
Lun^n views with jealousy and hatied the blessmgs which the 
saints have confeim on my prayers, and on the holy lelics, 
before the touch, nay, before the presence, of which disease 

and death have so often been known to reti^t I know he 
would rend and tear me ; but theie is a ebam and a muzzle on 
the ban dog that shall restrain his fmy, and the Mastei^s servant 
shall not be offended by him until the blaster’s work is wrought 
When that houi comes, let the shadows of the evening descend 
on me lu thunder and ui tempest the tune shall be wdeome 
that leheves my eyes from seemg guilt, and my earn fiom 
listening to blo^hemy Do thou but be constant , play thy 
^ part as I have pkyed and will play mine , and my release shall 
be like that of a blessed martyr whose ascent to Heaven angels 
hail with psalm and song, while earth pursues him with hiss 
and with cvecration * 

As bho concluded, the serving-man again enteied the cottage^ 
and bold, 'All is well ^ the time holds foi to-morrow night ’ 
‘What time^ what hdidal* esUomied Boland Grarnio ‘I 

tiust 1 have given the Douglas’s packet to no wrong ‘ 

Content yomself, young man,’ answeiod the serving-man , 
‘ thou hast my word and token ’ 

‘I know not if the token be said the page, ‘and I 
caie not much for the word of a stranger ’ 

‘What,* said the mation, ‘although thou mayst have given 
a packet deliveicd to thy idiaigo by' one of the Queen’s mbcls 
into the luiud ftf a loyal subject — there were no great 
in that, thou hotbiained boy ' ’ 

‘B 3 ’^ St Andrew, theio were foul mistake^ though,* answered 
the page , *it is the veiy spirit of my duty, m tins first stage 
of chivalry, to be faithful to my trust, and had the devil 
given me a message to dischaige, I would not — so I had plighted 
my faith to the contrary— betray his counsel to on angd of 
light’ 

‘Now, by the love I once boie thee,* said the mation, *1 
could slay thee with mine own hand, w'hen I hear thee talk of 
a deaioi faith being duo to rebels and heretics than thou 
owest to thy church and thy pnnee < ’ 

^ ‘Be patient, my good sister,’ said the servmg-man, *T will 
give him such reasons as shall counterbalance the scrujfies 
which beset him the qiuit is honourable, though now it may 
be mistimed and misplaced Follow me, young man * 

‘ Ere I go to call tins strangei to a lockonuig,’ said the page 
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to tho matron^ 'ib there nothing I can do fbr jour comfort aud 
safety?* 

* Nothing,* she replied — * nothing; save \vhat mil lead more 
to thy own honour the saints who have protected mo thus 
far lend me succour as I need it Tread the path of 
glory that is hefoi e the^ and only think of me as the crcatuie oii 
earth who will be most dehghted to hear of thy fome Follow 
the strangei , he hath tidings for you that you little e^ect * 
The stranger renuuued on the threshold as if waiting foi 
Boland, and as soon os he saw hun put himself m motion ho 
moved on before at a quick pace Diving still deeper doa n the 
lane^ Boland peiceived that it was now bordoicd by buildings 
upon the one side only, and tliat the other was i^ced by a 
high old wall, over which some trees extended their biandios 
Descendmg a good way farther, th^ came to a small door in 
the wall Boland*s guide paused, looked around for an instant 
to see if any one wore within sighf^ then taking a key from 
Tim pocket, opened the door and entered, making a s^gn to 
Boland Gneme to follow him Ho did so, and the stranger 
looked the dooi carefully on the inside Dunng this operatira 
the page had a moment to look around, and perceived thatfho 
was m a small orchard veiy tnmiy kept 

The stranger led him fliroiigh an alley or tuc^ snoaea tty 
trees loaded with summoi-fiuit^ into a pleached aihour, 
taking the turf-seat which was on the one sid^ he motived to 
Boland to occupy that which was opposite to him, and, alto 
a momentaiy silence, opened the conversation na-foilons lou 
hove a hettoi ■warrant tlian tiie word of a mere rtmnmr 
to satisfy you that I have the anthonty of ^orge of Dong^ 
for nosseswng myself of the packet ontrus^ to yonr ohargol 
‘ft is pieoisely the point on ■which I dem^ ^komng 
yon,’ said Roland ‘ I fear I have noted hastily , if so, I must 

iredeem my error as I best may * « , j *1 * 

‘You hold me then ns a perfect stnmgcil ^d the mim 
‘ Look at my fiioe more attentively, and sm if 
not lesemble those of a man much known to jou fonncrly 
Eolaad gased attentively , but the ideas 
ware so inronsistent w ith the mean and servilo dross of tl»o 
pSm hSri that he did n^ ventui^ express the 
opmion which ho -was irresistibly mdui^ to form . 

^ ‘Tob my son/ said the strangei, observing to f 
meni“C d^deed see before you the unfortoimto Fafto 
who once accounted his ministry crowned m } 
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prescrration from the snares of heresy, but 'w^ho is now con- 
demned to lament thee as a castaway < ’ 

Boland Grsomc’s kindness of heart was at least equal to his 
vivacity of temper bo could not bear to see his ancient and 
honoured master and spiritual guide m a situation which in- 
fened a ctmnge of fortune so moloncboly, but^ throwing himself 
at his feet, grasped his knees and wept aloud 

^ What mean these tears, my son V said the abbot, ^if they 
are died for youi own sms and folhes, surely they aie gradous 
fahowers, and may avail thee much^ but weep not> if they fall 
on my account You indeed sec the superior of the com- 
munily of St Mary^s in the dress of a poor swotder, who gives 
his master the use of his blade and hu(^lei, and, if needful, of 
bis hf^ foi a coarse hvery coat, and four marks hj the year 
But such a garb suits the time, and, in the penod of the church 
militant, as well becomes her ]^ates as st^, imtre, and crosiei 
in the days of the diurch’s tnumph ’ 

*By what fate,’ said the page — ‘and yet why,’ added he, 
checking himself, ‘need I ask? Catheiine Seyton in some 
soit prepaied mo for this But that the change should he so 
absolut^ the destruction so complete < ’ 

‘Ye^ my son,’ said the Abbot Ambroams, ‘tbme own eyes 
beheld, m my unworthy elevation to the abbot’s stall, the last 
especial act 61 holy solemnity which shall be seen in the church 
of St Maxy*^ until it shall please Heaven to tom hack the 
captivily of the church For the present, the shepherd is 
smitten — ay, wellmgh to the earth, the flocks axe scattered, 
and the sbnnes of somts and martyrs, and pious benefactors 
to the chuich, ore given to the owls of night and the satyrs of 
the desert ’ 

‘And your hiother, the Knight of Avenel — could he do 
nothing for your protection ?’ 

‘ He himself hath fallen under the su^imon of the ruling 
powers,’ said the abbot, ‘who are as unjust to then fnends as 
they aic cruel to their enemies I could not gneve at it, did 
1 hope it might estrange him from his course ; hut I know the 
soul of Halbert, and I rather fear it will dnve him to prove 
his fidelity to thcii unhappy cause by some deed which may 
he yet more destructive to the church, and more offensive to 
Heaven Enough of this, and now to the husmess of our 
meeting I tmst yon will hold it suffioient if 1 pass my word 
to you, that the packet of which you were lately the bearer 
was designed for my hands by George of Douglas?’ 
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‘Than/ said the page, ‘is Geoige of Douglas ’ 

‘A true fhend to hu Queen, Boland, and 'aill soon, I tnist, 
have hiB eyes opened to the enois of his — ^misoalled — ohuroh ’ 
'But \rhat is he to his fathei, and ^hat to the Lady of 
Loohleveii, \rlio has been as a mothei to him!' said the page, 
impatiently 

‘The best fiiend to both, in timo and thiough eternity,’ 
said the abbots ‘if he shall pove the happy instiumeiit foi 
1 adeeming the evil they have wrought, and are still ^oiking’ 
‘StilV said the page, ‘I like not that good sernce ahicli 
liegins in breach of trust ’ 

‘I blame not tliy sciuple^ my son,’ said the abbot, 'but 
the time which has wieuohed asundei the allegiance of Cbns- 
tians to the chuich, and of subjects to then king, has dissolved 
all the lesser bonds of society, and, in such days, meie human 
ties mu&t no moie restiain oui pi ogress tlian the biombles and 
biicrs, which catch hold of his gaimenta, should delay the path 
of a pilgnm who travels to pay Jus vow s ' 

‘ Buf^ my father—* said the youth, and then stopt sliort 


in a hesitating mannei 

'Speak on, my son,’ said the ahboW' speak vithout feaj 

'Lot me not offend you, then,' said Boland, Mvhon I ausver, 
that It IS even this wmoh our adversoiies ohaige ngamrt vi% 
when they say that, shaping the means according to the end, a o 
aie willing to commit great moial e\il in oidoi that tie may 

work out eventual good ’ , 

‘The heiotiCB have played thou usual arts or you, my son, 
said the abbot , ' they tvould A\jllmgly depme us of the poaci 
of acting tiTsoly and semotly, though thou possession of supmioi 
foice fmhids om contending v jth them on the t^ <rf equality 
'rhey have leduced us to a state of exhausted tveakne^ and 
now uould fain posciibo the means by which 
aU the range of natuie, supplies the lack of 8t«in^i, and 
defends itself agamst its potent enemies ^ well ™ 

hound say to the hme, “ Use not these vilytmns to 
but cont^d Tilth mo in pitched battle,* as the 
ful heretic demand of the doun-tiodden and oppiessed Catliolw 
to lay aade the wisdom of the serpent, by 
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sistci AEagdalcn, is a woman of excellent gifts, lilesscd witli a 
real which neithci doubt nor dangci can quench ^ but yet it is 
not a seal altogether according to knowledge, wherefore, xny son, 
I woidd willingly be myself thy inierrogatoi and thy counsellor 
m these days of darkness and stratagem ’ 

'With the icspcct which he owed to Ins fint instnictor, 
Boland Gncme wont rapidly thiough the events which the 
leadei is acquainted with, and while ho disguised not from 
the pielate the impression which had been made on his mind by 
the aiguments of the preacher Henderson, he accidentally, aiia 
almost mvoluutanly, gave hia fatlier confessor to understand 
the influence which Gathennc Seyton had acquired over him 
^It IB with joy 1 discover, my deaicst son,’ replied tlie 
abbot, ‘that I ba\o amved m time to arrest thee on the verge 
of the precipice to which thou wert appioaching '^ese doubts 
of which you complain arc the weeds which naturally grow up 
m a stioug soil, aud require the careful hand of the husl^dman 
to eradicate them Thou must study a little volume, winch I 
will impart to thee m fitting time, in winch, by Om Lady’s 
giace, I have placed in somewhat a clearer bght than hereto- 
fo^ the points debated betwixt us and these heietics, who sow 
among the wheat the same tares which weic formerly pnvily 
imngled with the good seed by the Albigeuses and the liollaids 
But it is not by leason alone that you must hope to conquer 
these insinuations of the enemy It is sometimes by timely 
resistance, but oftcnei by tunely flight You must sto yemr 
cars against the argumente of the heiesiarcb, when circumstances 
permit you not 'to withdraw the foot fiom his compauy 
Anchor your thoughts upon tlio semce of Our Lady, whfle he 
IS expending m vam Ins heretical sophistry Are you unable 
to mamtam yoiu attention on Heavenly objects, think mthei 
on tbmo own earthly pleasures than tempt Providence and the 
somts by giving an attentive ear to the emng doctnne think 
of thy hawk, thy hound, thine augling-iod, thy swoid and 
Imckler— think even of Cathenne Seyton, rather than give thy 
soul to the lessons of the temptei Alas * zny son, believe not 
that^ worn out with woes, and bent more by affliction thtiT i by 
year^ I have forgotten toe efieot of beauty over too heart of 
youth Ei-eu m the watches of toe night, iroken by thoughts 
of on impnsoned queen, a distracted kingdom, a church laid 
waste and rumour csome other thoughts than these suggest, 
and feelings which bolouged to an earlier and happier course of 
life Be it so — ^we must bear our load as we may, and not m 
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vain aro these passions implanted in our breast) smee^ as now 
in thy oase^ they may come in aid of resolutions founded upon 
lughor grounds Yet bewan^ my son — this Oalhenxie Sej^n 
18 tbo daughtei of one of ScotLind’s proudest^ as well os most 
worthy barons ^ and tiiy state may not sudbr thee, as to 
aspire so high But thus it is — Heaven works its pniposes 
through human folly ^ and Douglas's ambitious affection os 
well as thine shall oontnbute alike to the desued end ’ 

*How, my father,’ said the page, ^xny suspieions aie then 
true * Douglas loves ^ 

*Re does, and ujth a love as much misplaced as thmc own, 
but beware of him — cross him not — ^thuart him not ’ 

*Let him not cross or thwart me,’ said the pa^, *for I will 
not yield liim an lu^ of way, had he in his body the soul of 
cveiy Douglas has lived since the tune of the Daik Gr^ 
hlan'* 

*Nay, have patience^ idle boy, and ledect that your siufc can 
novel luterfero with his But a truce with these vanities, and 
letrUB bettm employ the little space which still remains to us 
to spend together To thy kuees^ my son, and resume the 
long-interrupted duty of confessiouj thal^ happen what 
the hour may find in thee a faithful Cathohi^ lehev^ from too 
guilt of his sins by authonty of the Holy Church Could I but 
tell thee, Boland, the joy with which I see thee oocemom put 
thy knee to its best and fittest use • Qwd dtcis, fntfili 7 
^Oftlpas meas,* answered the youth , and, according to toe 
utual of the Catholio Churdi, he confessed and received abrolu- 
tion, to whicto was annexed the condition of performing certain 


miozned penances . 

When this religious ceremony was ended, on old man, in too 
itm of a peasant of the tetter order, aTOioaoh^ the ai^r 
and gieoted the abbot ‘ I have naited ije condueiOT of ^ 
ievoLw,' he eaid, ‘to tell you 
the ohamberliun, and it were well he Aoidd app^ 
dtelay Holy St Pbuhm^ if the halberiere were re* 
her& the? might sorely wrong my garden-plot *ey ^ ™ 
and reck not where they tread, were each atop 

h!!?S my 

‘but, alas' IS rt possible that such tnfles 

^a onsis sTawful as that which » now . 

* Bevetend fatbei,’ answered the propiietor of the gard , 
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Buch ho Mi(w oft bhall I piay you to keep yoiu high 
counsel foL high minds like your own? IVhat have you 
rcq[Uircd of me, that I hayo not granted unrcsibtxuglyi though 
^vlth an aduug heart?’ 

*l\^oald icqmio of you to ho yourself, my hrotlici,’ said tho 
Ahbot Amhro&iTiB *to rcmcmhoi Mhat 30 U 'acic, and to 'vihat 
youi caily vows haye hound you ’ 

'I tell thee, Father Ambrosuis,’ replied the gaidcnei, *tho 
patience of tho host saint that evci said patcmobtoi nould ho 
oidiauBtcd hy tho tnals to nhicli you have put mine '(Muit 
I have hcon, it skills not to speak at piesent no one knons 
hottei than yourself, hitlicr, wliat I roiioimced, in hopes to find 
ease and quiet duixug the icznaindei of my days , and no ouc 
hettei knous bow my rctieat has heen mvaded, my fruit’trccs 
hroken, my ilovrer-heds trodden down, my quiet fiightcned 
away, and my very tdeep dnveu fioin. my hed, since evei this 
pool Queou, God hless hei ' hath hccti sent to Lochlcien I 
blamo hci not being a piisonci, it is uatuial she should w ish to 
got out fiom so vile a hold, whcio thoio is scaicdy any place 
even foi a tolerable gatdcu, and where llio watei -mists, as 1 am 
toldjvbbght all the caily blossoms — I say, I cannot blame hci 
loi ondcavounug for hm fieedom ; but ivhy 1 should 1 ^ diawii 
into tlie Boheme, why my haimless aiboius, that I planted 
with my own hands, should become places of piny conspiracy, 
why my little quay, which I built foi my own fishing-boat, 
should have become a haven for sooiet embarkations , m shoit, 
why I should be Bragged into matters w^hoie both heading and 
hanging are liko to bo tho issue, I profess to }ou, reverend 
fatliei, I am totally ignorant ’ 

*My biotliei,’ answeied tho abbot, ^you are wise, and ought 
to know' * 

*1 am not — I am not — am not wise,* replied tho horti- 
oultunst, pettishly, and stopping his eais with lus fingers , ‘I 
was nevci called wise, hut when men wanted to engage me m 
some action of notonous folly ’ 

*But, my good biothei,' said the abbot 

‘I am not good, neithei,’ said tho pernish gardenci — 'I am 
neithei good noi wise Had I been wise, you would not have 
been admitted here , and were I good, methinks I should send 
you elsQwheie to hatch plots foi destroying tho quiet of the 
country What signified disputing about queen or king, when 
men may sit at peace anh iimbra vitis m? And so would I do, 
after the piccept of Holy Wnt wmo I, as you term me, wise or 
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good But such as I am, my neck is in the yoke, and 
make mo draw 'what weight you h&t Follow me, youngster 
Thib leverend father, who makes in his jack-mon’s dre&s nearly 
as icverend a figure as 1 myself, will agree with mo in one 
thing at least, and that is, that you have been Jong enough 
hole ’ 

'Follow the good father, Boland,’ said the abbot, 'and 
lemombcr my words — a day is approving that will try Uio 
temper of all true Scotsmen , may thy heart pitno fiutliful os 
the steel of thy blade 

The page bowed m silence, and they ported, the gardener, 
uotw Intending his odTonced age, walking on before Turn very 
bnskly, and muttonng as he wont^ partly to himself, partly to 
his companion, after the maimer of old men of weakened 
intellects 'When I was great,’ thus ran hia maundenng, 
'and hod my mule and my amblmg palfrey at command, 1 
warrant you I could have as well flown through the air as liave 
walked at this pace 1 had my gout and my rheumatica^ and 
an hundred things besides, that hung fetters on my heels, and 
now, thanks to Our lady and honest laboui, I can walk with 
imy good nun of my age m the kingdom of Fdo Fy uppn 
that experience should be so long in commg ' ’ 

As he was ^us muttering, his eye fell upon the branch of a 
pear-tree which dropped down for wont of support, aud at once 
forgetting his haste, the old man stopped and set senoudy 
abmit bmding it up Boland Gramie had both readmess, neat- 
ness of band, and good-nature in ahundanee <* ho immediate^ 
lent his aid, and in a mmute or two the bough was supportrf, 
and tied up m a w ay perfectly satisfactory to the old man, who 
looked at It with great complaisancse ‘They are bergamot^ 
he said, 'and if you will come ashore lu autumn, ym shall 
taste of them, the like are nob in LoeWeven ™ 

sarden there is a poor pmfold, and the gardener, Hugh HouK- 

ham. hath little skill of his craft, so came asho^ Masto Pn^ 

in autumn, when you would eat pcais But what am I think- 
mg of 1 era that time come, they may toe gl^en thee boot 
for plums Take an old man’s advice, one who 

K seen Lny days, and sat m higher places 
hone for bend thy saord into a prumn^hook, and “ 
di^le of thr daggei — ^thy days shall be the longer, and thy 
toSth the hettofto it-ond come to aid me m “7 

Md I wiU teach thee the i*ai:^^ fashion of mp^^ 

the Southron call grafBng Do thi% and do it without loss w 
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timej for tlicio is a wliirlwmd coming ovci the land^ and only 
those shall escape iiho lie too much toeath the stonn to have 
their houghs broken by it ’ 

So saymg, he dismissed Boland Gnome thiough a difTcnmt 
door from &at by i^hidi ho had entered, signed a cross and 
prononneed a hmidtcite as they parted, and ^en, still mutter- 
ing to himself, ictired mto the gmen, and locked the door on 
the inside 



CHAPTER XXIX 


Play God slio pioio not masiulmc era lon^ * 

JC^ng Senrg IF 

Dihuissu) from the old mnn'b gnidcu, Bolimd Gisamo found 
that A grassy paddockj in ^hich Biiuntoiod tuoco>v^ tho pro- 
})city of tho gaidcnoL, still boparatod liim from tho village Ho 
liiiecd tbiough it^ lost in meditation upon die -v^ordb of tho 
Abbot Futlicn Ambiosms had, ivith sucoc&s enough, excited 
ovtac lum that powoifiil mfiucucc \trliich the guardians and iii- 
btniotors of oui childhood pdsbCbs o\oi oiu moio matiuo youth 
And yet, 'nhou Roland looked back upon 'nhat the fathci had 
said, ho could not bnt buspect that ho hod rather sought to 
ovodo ontcxuig into the controversy betwixt the ohmehes than 
to lepd die objections and satisfy the doubts irlnch tho 
Icotures of Henderson had excited ‘ For this he had no tune^* 

said tho lingo to hnosolf, ^neither havo I now calmness and 
ning sufilciout to jndgo upon poiuts of such im^itude 
Besides, it were base to quit my faith while tlfa wind of fortune 
sets agamst it, unless I were so placed that my conversion, 
bhonld It take places weie free as fight from the imputation of 
sdf-intciest 1 was lured a Cathttic — bied in the faith of 
Bruce and Wallace-^I will hold that feith till fame and leason 
shall oonvinco mo that it eais I will serve this poor Queen as 
a bubjoot should servo an impnsoned and wronged sovoioign. 
They who plaeed mo in hm service base to blame themselves 
they bent mo hithoi, a gentleman tiainod m tho paths of 
loyalty and lionoiii, when they should have sought out ^mo 
tmekhng, coggmg, douhlfrdealing knaie, who would mre been 
at once the obseri'ant page of the Queen and tho obsequious 
bpy of her enemies Since I must elioobe betwixt aiding a^ 
botiaying her, I will demdo as becomes hm 
Bubicet, hut didienne S^rton— Gntheuno ^tm^ 
dJsU and holding me on or off «* 
loisuic or capnee inll ponmt — how shall I deal with 
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coquette 1 By Hcaycn, ■when I nc^t hayc Jin opportunity, she 
hha\\ gender me Bomo reason foi her conduct, or 1 ^lU break 
uitli hei for ever I' 

As ho formed this doughty resolution, he crossed the stdo 
u hich led out of the little inclosurc, and ■si ns almost immediately 
giueted 1 ^ Dr Luko Lundin 

'Ha' my most excellent young fnend/ said the doctor, 
‘flora whence come youT — but I note tbe place Yea, neigh- 
bour Blmkhoolie’s gaidon ib a pleasant lendczvous, and ym arc 
of the age when lads look after a bonny uith one eye and 
a dainty plum with anothoi But hey ' }ou look bubtn&tc and 
inelauchohc , 1 feai the maiden has proved cruel, oi the ])lums 
uunpe, and Burely, 1 think neighbour Blmkhoolie’b damsons 
can scarcely have been veil preserved thioughout the uniter — 
he spaiGs the saccharine juice on hia confects But courage, 
man, there aie raoie Elates in Kinross, and foi the inimatuio 
fniif^ a glass of my double difatilled aqua naiahilm f 
esf^ 

The page darted an ireful glance at the facetious ph} sician , 
but presently lecoUeotuig that the name ‘ Kate/ which tied pro- 
vok^ his displeasuie, was probablj but introduced foi the sake 
of alliteration, he suppressed lus wratli, and only asked if the 
warns had been heard of 

'^Yhy, I have been seeking for yon this hour, to tdl you that 
the stuff is m your boat, and that the boat waits yom pleasure. 
Auchtennuohty liad only fallen into company w ith an ime knave 
like himself, and a stonp of aquavitro between them Your 
boatmen lie ou their oars, and there have already been mode 
two wefts fiom the warder’s turret, to intimate tliat those in 
the castle aie impatient for your return Yet there la time tor 
50U to take a shght repast , and, as your fnend and physician, 
I hold It unfit you should face the ■wate^hreeze with an empty 
stomach * 

Boland Girome had nothing foi it but to return, with such 
cheer as he might, to the place wheio his boat was moored on 
the beach, and resisted all offoi of lofreshment, although the 
doctor promised that he should prelude the collation with a 
gentle appetiser — a decoction of herbs, gathered and distilled 
by himself Indeed, as Roland had not forgotten the contents 
of his morning cup, it is possible that the recollection induced 
him to stand firm m his refusal of all food to which such 
an unpalatable preface was the prehmmaTy. As they passed 
towards the boat (for the ceremonious politeness of the worthy 
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clmmboiliun xtould »ot permit the page to go tliithei without 
nttondADco)i Boliuid Onome, amidst a group \vho seemed to bo 
assembled aiouiid a poi ty of n andci mg musiciancf, distinguishod, 
as ho thought) tlie ^ ess of Cathonuo Seyton He shook him- 
self olcai fiom his attendant^ and at one spnng \ras m the midst 
of tho oioudi niid at the side of the damsel 'Cathenne^* bo 
Mliibpoiedj 'is it well foi } oil to bo still horof— ^ill }ou not 
ictinn to tho castle?' 

‘To tho dciiZ uith }OUi Ghthoijnos aud your castles’' 
niisuciod the mnidcn, siiappishlj^^ Mmyo ^ou not had time 
enough nheady to get iid of youi follies? Begone’ 1 desue 
notyoiix farthez company^ mid tlicrc mil be dongei in tliuist- 
tng it upon me ' 

'Nay, but if tlioio bo danger, f.most Onthoime,' icplied 
Koland, 'uh} uill you uot allow ino to stay mid share it mth 
j-ou?' 

'Intniding fool,' said tho maiden, 'the daogei is all on 
tiuno oxtXi Bide the iisk is^ in plain tenns^ tliat I stiikc tliee 
on tho mouth vith the hilt of my daggei ' So sayings she 
tinned haughtily from him, and moved through tho croud, vho 
gave Tiay in some astonishment at tho masouhne acfcivitycTrith 
which she fozecd her ivay among them 

As Boland, thoug^i much imtated, piepaied to Mow, he 
was grappled on tho other side by Doctor Luke Lundiii, who 
lemiudcd him of the loaded boat) of the two wreft^ oi signms 
with the flag, which had been made from the tower, of two 
danger of tho cold bieeze to an empty stomach, and of the 
vani^ of spondmg moio iamo upon coy Trenchra and som 
pIumB Roland nas thus, m a manner, dragged hack to his 
boat, and obliged to launch hei forth upon his letmn to Loeli- 


levon Gostlo , i i. j j 

That bttlo voyage was speedily accompliBhcd, ana tne pi^o 
was greeted at tho Undmg-placo by the severe and caustio 
Woomo of old Dryfesdale ‘So, young gallimli you mo ^ 
Ob lost, after a delay of si\ lioui£f, and aftm two “^als ^ 
the castle f But, I narranl, some idle junketmg h«d 
von too deeply to tliink of your service or your duly mere 
« the note Kho pinto and Imnschold stufi » Pray 
hath not boon diminished under the sleeveless caio of so heed 


DiChS under my caie, sn steumdr retorted the pa«, 
nngidr^Sy BO m oami and by Heaven yom giey hair shall 
baldly protect youi aauqr tongue ' 
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* A tniGO with your BT^aggonng, youiig esquire/ icturned the 
steward^ have bolts and dungeons foi biawlers Go to 
my lady and swagger before her, if thou darost ^ die will give 
thco piopei cause of offenoe, for she has waited for theo long 
and impatiently ’ 

‘ And \sherc then is the Lady of Lochloven f ’ said the page , 
'for I conceive it is of her thou speakest ’ 

* Ay, of w horn else ?* replied Dryfesdale , * oi who besides tlie 
Lady of Lochle\’en hath a right to command in this castle ^ ’ 

‘The Lady of Lochleven is thy mistress/ said Boland 
Graime , 'hut mine is the Queen of l^tland ’ 

The stewoid looked at him fixedly foi a moment, with an 
air in winch suqncion and dishko were ill concealed by an 
affectation of contempt ‘The biagging codk-Ksiucken,’ he said, 
‘will betray himself by his lash crowing 1 have marked thy 
alteied monnei m the chapel of late — ay, and your changmg 
of glances at meal-tune wuth a certain idle damsel, who, like 
thyself, laughs at all gravity and goodness There is some- 
thmg about you, my master, wbicli should be looked to. But, 
if you would know whether the Lady of Lochleven oi tliat 
oth^r lady hath nght to command thy service, thou wilt find 
them together in tlie Lady Mary’s ante-room ’ 

Boland hastened thithei, not unwilhng to escape fiom the 
ill-natured penotmtion of the old man, and man^elling at the 
same time what peoulianty could Imve occasioned the Lady of 
Lochleven’s bemg m the Queen’s apartment at tins tune of the 
afternoon, so much contraiy to her usual wont His acuteness 
instantly penetrated the moaning ‘She wislics,’ he concluded, 
‘to see the meeting betwixt the Queen and me on my return, 
that she may form a guess whether there is any pnvato intelli- 
gence or undoistondiug betwixt us 1 must be guarded ’ 

Witii this icsolution he entered the parloui, where i^e 
Queen, seated m hci ciuiir, with Uie Lady Fleming leaning 
upon the hack of it, hod already kept the Lady of Lochleven 
standing m her presence for the space of neariy an hour, to 
the manifest increase of hci very Msiblo bad-humoui Boland 
Granny on entering the apartn^t, mode a deep obeisance to 
the Queou, and anotliei to the lady, and tlien stood still as if 
to await their further question Speaking almost togethci, the 
Lady of Lochleven said, ‘So, young man, you are retirnicd at 
length f ’ And then stopped indignantly short, while the Queen 
went on without legarding her — ‘ Boland, you are welcome homo 
to us , you have proved the true dove and not the raven Yet I 
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am s«ic I conld have foigi^cn ymi if, onco disnussod from this 
’uatci-micled ark of ouifi^ you hod never again letiumed to ua 
T trust you have Inoiight back an ohre branch, for our kmd 
and ttoithy Jiostcss htn chafed herself mudi on account of 
your long absence, and ue ncMU needed moie some symbol of 
]>caco and leconcihation * 

*1 gnevel should have been detained, madan^’ answered 
the page, from the delay of the person entrasted \nth 
the nutters fot ubich I 'uas sent^ I did not roeeiTO them till 
late in the da}* ’ 

*Seoyou tlicie non/ said the Queen to the Lady Loohleven, 
^Y\e could not persuade you, om dearest hostess, that }our 
household goods ucic m ail safe keeping and smo^ True it 
IS, that 'wc con evoubo your anxiety, considenng that these 
« august apartments aio so scantily furnished that ve haie not 
boon able to offoi you oven tho lelief of a stool diuing the long 
time you Iui\e affoided us the pleosuic of your society * 

*Thc TV ill, madam,' said the lady — ‘the will to oflfei sudi 
accommodation vas inoie uantmg tlian tho means ' 

‘What** said tlie Queen, looking round, and nffeotmg 
suipiise, ‘there aie then stools in this apaitmeut— one, tno— 
no less tJian foiu, including the broken ono-Hi roj&i garniture ^ 
We obscivcd tliem not , Mill it please youi ladyship to mt f ' 
*No, madam, I Mill soon relieve you of my piesenc<^’ replied 
the Lady Lochle\cn, ‘and, while Mith you, mynged limlw can 
htiH bottei brook fatigue than my mmd stoop to accept of coii- 


stiamed couifcoi^' , , j 

'Nay, Lady of Lochleven, if you take it so deeply, mtd the 
Queen, rising and motionmg to hei omu vacant <dimr, *1 would 
lather you assumed my seat, you nie not the first of your 

family who has done so * ^ 

Tho Lady of Tjodileven courtcsied a negative, but seemed 
Mitli much difficulty to suppress tbe augiy answer which lose 


^ Duh^ tins sharp convemtion, the pges attenbon had 
been almost eatiiely ocenped by 

Seyton, who came ftom tbe maer apaiteenli in the ^al di^ 
m wbioU she attended upon the Queen, and with notiimg m h 

Salnei uhioh mmked oithoi *^0 hmrj' or confusion in^^t to 

a hastv of disguise oi tho oonsoious fear of do^on in 

a nenlouB enteipnso ^floland Gnome ventured tomaJee hw ra 
nlwisauee as rfie entered, but she letmnod it with an an of the 
utmost mdiffeienoo, wludi, m Ins opinion, was extiemclyincon- 
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Bistcut 'W'lth the cucumstancoe m vrhich they stood towai^R each 
otlici ‘Eurcly/ he thought, ^she cannot m leason expect to 
bully me out of the belief due to mmo o\ni eyes, as she tried to 
do Goncemuig the appantion m the hostelry of St Michaers I 
'ivill tiy if I cannot make hoi feel tliat this uiU be but a vain 
task, and that confidence m mo is the ^isei and safer course to 
pursue ’ 

These thoughts had passed rapidly tlirougb his mind, uhen 
the Queen, having finished her altci cation uith the lady of the 
castle, again nddiessed him — ^What of the levds at Kinross, 
Boland Giaimo 1 Methonght they u ere gay, if I may judge from 
some faint sounds of mirth and distant niusio \rhiclr fou^ then 
nay so far as these grated Tnndou s, and died nhen they entcicd 
them, as all that is mirthful must But thou lookest as sad as 
if thou hadst como from a couvcnticle of the Huguenots ^ ’ 

‘And so perchance he hath, madam,’ replied Lady of 
Lochleven, at \?hom tins sido^haft ^ as launched ‘ I trusty onud 
yonder idle foolene^ there uauted not some pounng foiijh of 
doctnne to a hotter purpose than tliat vain mirth uliicb, blaring 
and vamshing hke the crackling of dry thorns, leaves to the 
fools who love it nothing but dust and ashes ’ 

* Mary Fleming,’ said the Queen, turning round and drawing 
lier mantle about her, ‘ I would tliat we hied chimnej^-giatc 
supplied with a fagot or two of these same thorns whi<di the 
Lady of Lochleven desciibes so well Mcf^inlm the ^mp air 
from fJiG lake, wluch stagnates m these vaulted rooms, renders 
them deadly cokl ’ 

*Your Grwee^s pleasure shall be obeyed,’ sard the Lady of 
Lochleven, ‘yet may I presume to remind you that wo aio 
now m summer f ’ 

*I th<ink you for the information, my good lady,’ sard the 
Queen, 'foi piisonois better learn their calendar from the 
month of their jailor than fiom any diange they tliemaolves 
feel m the seasons Once more, Boland Giceine, what of the 
levels?’ 

‘They were gay, madam,’ sard tiro page, ‘but of the usual 
sort, and little worth your Highness’s eai ’ 

* you know not,’ sard the Queen, ‘ how very indulgent my 
eai has become to all that speaks of freedom and the pleasures 
of tliG fieo Mctlunks I would rather have seen the gay villagers 
dance theu ring round the Maypole than have witnessed the 
most stately mnsqxws ■wit'hm the pieoinots of a palace The 
absence of stono -ftalls, the sense that the green turf » under 
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tho foot iirliicli may trend it ficc aud uuicstmmcd, is 'viorth all 
that art oi splendour can add to znoro couitly xmols ’ 

'I said the Lady Lochlevcn, addressing the page m 
her tnrui Hhcic v^ere amongst these follies none of Uie nots or 
distmbances to which they so naturally lead!' 

Koland gave a dight glance to Cathenno Sojion, os if to 
bespeak hci attention^ as ho rophed, * 1 witnesara no ofibnee, 
madam, worthy of marking — none indeed of any kind, sa^o that 
a bold damsel made her hand somewhat too familiar with the 
ohoek of a playcr-mau, and ran some nsk of being ducked m the 
lake* 

As ho uttered these words he cast a hasty glance at Cathenne, 
but she sustained^ with the utmost scremty of manner and 
couuteuancc, the hmt which ho had deemed could not have 
boon thrown out before her without cscitmg some fear and 


confusion 

will oumboi your Grace no longer with my picsence,' 
Kiid the Lady Lochlereu, ^unless you hare aught to emn- 
maiid mo ’ 

'Nought^ our good hostess* onsweied the Queen, 'unless it 
bo to pray you, that on another occaaaon you deem it not nf ed- 
f ul to postpone your better employment to wait so long upon us ' 
* klay It please you,* added the Lady Loobleven, ' to command 
this youi gentleman to attend ns, that I may receive some 
account of these matters which have been sent hither for yom 


Groce’s use ? * , , , , 

' We may not refuse w hat you ore pleased to require, mauom, 
answered the Queen * Go with tiae lady, Rol an d, if com- 
mands be indeed neceBsnry to ihy doing so Vfe will hear ^ 
morrow the history of thy Kinross pleosuies For this night 

we dismiss thy attendance * - , , ^ j 

Roland Graune went with the Lady of LocUevra, who feUed 


not to ask him many questions concerning wnaii nna piusBcu au 
the sports, to nhich he rendered such angers m ^er e mwt 
likely to luU asleep any suspiraons nhieh *e nught 
of his disposition to fasoni Queen 5 

avoid all allusion to the apparition of Magdalen Gneara and « 
the Ahhot Amhrosins At length, aftei 

somewhat dose evominatiim, he ^ -» Loch, 

nrpmmna AS. oominff fimn the reserved and stem Lady oi w»ii 

feven, mijlrt seem to express a degree of ^onr and OTuntoa^ 

His firat care was to obtain some 
moS cheerfully affinded hnn hy o good-natured pantlei than hj 
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Dryfesdale, 'nrho Tras, on this occasion, much disposed to abide 
by tiie fashion of Pudding-bum House, where 

They ^ho came not the lint call 
Gat no more meat tJl the nett meal 


When Boland Gneme had finished his repast^ harmg his 
dismissal, from the Queen foi the evemng, and bemg little in- 
clined for such society as the castle affoided, he stole into the 
garden, in which he had permission to ^end his leisure time, 
when it pleased him In this place, the ingenuity of the con- 
triver and disposer of the walks had exerted itself to make the 
most of httle space, and by screen^ both of stone omaincnted 
with rude sculpture and hedges of living green, had endeavoured 
to give as mu^ mtncacy and vaticfy as tlie confined limits of 
the garden would admit 

Here the young man walked sadly, considering the events of 
the day, and comparing what had dropped from the ahbot witli 


‘ It must be so,* was the painful but mevitable conclusion at 
which he arrived — ‘it must bo his aid that she is thus 
cngbled, like a phantom, to tiansport herself from place to place, 
and to appear at pleasure on the mainland or on the islet It 
mustbe so,* he repeated oncomore, ‘with him sheholdsa (dose, 
BGciet, and mtimate conemondence^ altogether mconsistent with 
the eye of favour which sue has sometimes cast upon me, and 


uvM vt; w biie Hopes wnicn sne must nave Known tnese glances 
have necessan^ inspired * And yet (for love will hope where 
leascm despairs; the thought rushed on his mind that it was 
possible she only encouraged Douglas's passion so far as might 
sem her mistress's mtoi^ and that she was of too ft^k, 
noble, and candid a nature to hold ont to himself hop^ which 
she xnewt not to fulfil m these venous conjectures^ he 
himself upon a bank of turf, rrhich commanded a viea 
w the lake on the one side^ and on the other of that front of 
Queen's apartments irere situated 
The sm had now for some time sel^ and the twilight of kfav 
was rapidly fadmg mto a serene night On the lake, the ex- 
psmded water rose and fell, with the slightest and softest influ- 
onoc of a ^them breezy which scarcely dimpled the surface 
ovCT whi^ It passed In the distance was still seen the dun 
wthne of the island of St Ser^ once visited by many a sandalled 

trodden by a man of God, now 
n^iected or violated, as the lefuge of la^ pnests, who had 
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Tt jiisfciGO boon compelled to give place to the cheep and the 
lieifors of a Protestant baion. 

As Boland gased on the dark speck, amid the lighter blue of 
the aters %hieh surrounded itj the masses of polemioal discussion 
again stiotchcd themselves befoio tlie eye of his mind Hod 
these men justly sufietod then evilo as licentious dioncs; the 
lobbcrs, at once, and disgrace of the busy hive , or had tlie hand 
of aval ice and inpino expelled fiom the temple not tlie nhalds 
vrho polluted^ hnt the faithful piicsts nho sensed, the dinne in 
hononi and fidcht}* ? The arguments of Henderson, in tins caor 
toniplativo houi, rose mth double force before him, and could 
scatccly be pamod by tlio appeal \sdnch the Abbot Ambrosius 
liad made fiom his understanding to his fcolings-^au appeal 
which ho had felt moio foicibly amid the bustle ^ stimiig life 
tlmn now Avhen Ins loflcotions moio moio undistuibcd It lo- 
quiied an effort to divert Ins mind from this embarrassing topic, 
and ho found that he best succeeded by tuinmg hw eyc& to 
the front of the touei, watching wheio a tuinklmg light still 
streamed from the casement of Oathciiue Sey ton's apartment, 
obscured by times foi a moments as the shaaoTi of tlie fan in- 
habitant passed betuixt the tapoi and the windou At length 
the light was iomo\ od or oxtmgiushcd, and that olgeet of spcoula- 
tion uas alw uithdraiMi fiom the eyes of tlio meditative lovei 
Dare I confess the faol^ uithout ipjunng his oharaoter for cvei 
as a hero of romance? Tlicso eyes gradually became heaxy, 
speculative doubts on the subject of religions controvo^, and 
anuous conjcctmes concemmg the state of his mistress s afE^ 
bcoamo confusedly blended togethei inhwmuamgsj the 


contemplation which occupied his mind, and he fdl fast 

Sound weio his slumbers, until they were suddonly mspelled 
bv the non tongue of the castle bell, whidh Mnt ite dc^ 
aullon sounds wide over the bosom of the lake, and awakens 
tho echoes of Benn.uty, the hill wluoh desconds rtooply ^ ite 

Bouthom beak Roland staited «p, te? 

tolled at ton o'clock, as the signal for looking tlio cas^ gote% 

and nl ac?"(r tho keys nndoi the ohargo of the aenos^al He 

th?nSoroTaBtened\) tho 

TOnmoatcdvwith tho building, and had tho 

ho reached it, to heartho holt leavo its sl^th with a discordant 

/>mRh enter the stone groove of the dooriintol 

%dd-dio^,’ onod tho^go, * and lot me in ere you lock tho 

wioket' 
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Tho Toico of Dtyfcsdalo icplied from iMthiii, m hUi usual tone 
of imbittcred sullonncss, ^Tholiour lis post, fair mabter , 30U like 
not tlic inside 0! those ivallB , even make it a complete holiday, 
aud spend tho night as well as the day* out of bouuds ’ 

‘ Open the door/ c'cclaimed the mdignant page, ’or hy St 
Giles I vrill make thy gold chain smoko for it ' * 

’Make no alarm hero,' tetoited the impcnettablc Dryfebdolc, 
’ but keep thy sinful oaths and silly threats for thobc thatiegaid 
them I do mme (^ce, and cany the ke^^s to tho senebchal 
Adieu, my young master t the cool night air inll adTantago your 
hot blood ’ 


The steward iras right in nfaat he said, foi the cooling 
hieeze \^as very necessary to appease the feverish dt of anger 
uhich Roland eiqpenenccd, nor did the remedy succeed for some 
tune At length, after some hasty turns made through the 
garden, exhanating lus passion in >am %owa of vengeance, 
Roland Gnemo began to be sensible that his situation ought 
rather to be held as matter of laughter than of facnoua zesent* 
ment To one bicd a sportsman, a night spent in tho open air 
had in it Iittic of hardsmp, and the poor malice of the steward 
scqjned more rrorthy of his contempt than his anger * I \sould 
to God,’ ho said, ‘that the gnm old man may always have 
contented himsdf with such sportive revenge He often looks 
as he were capable of doing ns a darker turn ' Returning, 
thoiefore, to the turf-scat vhich he had fonnerlj' occupied, 
which was partially sheltered hy a trim fence of green hoDy, 
ho diew his mantle around him, stretched himself at length on 
the verdant settle, and endeavoured to resume that sleep wWch 
tho castle bell had interrupted to so little purpose 

Slescp, like othm earthly blessings, is niggard of its favours 
wiien most courted The more Roland m\oked hei aid, the 
furthei she fled fiom hib eyelids He had been completely 
awake^ first by the sounds of tho boll, and then by owm 
aioused Mvacity of temper, and he found it difficult aimm to 
compose himsoR to dumber. At length, when his mind was 
w oaned out w ith a mze of unpleasmg meditation, he succeeded 

^ This was again 

^^Ued by the voices of two persons who were walkmu m the 
gamen, the sound of whose conversation, after mmgW fm 

hT ® ® succeeded m aiding 

hm thomngWy He raised himsdf from his reclining postj 
m Ae utmost astonishment, which the circumstence heS 
o persons at that lato hour conversing on the outside of the 
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A\alclifuIIy guarded Castle of Lochleven ^as so \rGll calculated 
to oxcitc His first thon^it was of supernatural beings , his 
noxi> upon some attempt on the part of Queen Mary’s fnends 
and followers j his last was that Geoigc of Douglas, possessed 
of the ko}8, and having the means ^ mgress and egress at 
pIcnsuiG, 'nos availing himself of his office to hold a rendezious 
%\ith Cathonno Scyton in the castle garden Ho was oonfimied 
in this opinion by the tone of the voice uhidli asked in a Io\i 
uhispci ‘Whether all was leadyf ’ 



CHAPTER XXX 


In some breasts passion lies conceal'd and nlont^ 

Like vrar's mart ponder in a oastio \aiilt^ 

Until occasion, liko the linstock, lights it , 

Then conics at once the li^tning uid the thunder, 

And distant echoes tell takt all is rent asunder 

OldPla^ 

Rolaio) GnmEi availing himself of a breach m the holl}^ scioen, 
.ind of the assistance of the full moon, which was now an&cn, 
]]<id a perfect opportunity, himself unobserved, to reconnoitre 
the persons and the motions of those by whom his rest had 
been thus imcxpcctcdly disturbed, and bis obsor^atioiiB con- 
finiicd his jealous appr^ensions They stood together m dose 
and earnest oonvcrsation withm four yards of the place of hia 
lotrcat, and ho could easily recoginse the tall form and deep 
^0Icc of Douglas^ and the no less remarkable dress and tone of 
the page at the hostelxy of St ALGliael’a 

have been at t1^ door of the page’s apartmenV ^d 
Douglas ^but ho is not there, or ho will not answer It is fast 
bolted on the mstde, as is the custom, and wc cannot pass 
tliroi^h it , and what his silence may bode I know not ’ 

‘You have trusted him too far,’ said the other— ‘a feather- 
headed coxeoml^ upon whose chsmgcable mind and hot bmm 
there is no making an abiding imprcsston ’ 

‘Itwos not I who wns willing to tmst him,* said Douglas: 
‘but Iwas assuied he would pro\c fnendh when called upon, 

— L ^ Roland lost the tenor of 

ms words, which was the more provobng as he was fully awato 
himself the subject of then conversation 
Aay, mplied the stranger, more aloud, ‘I have on my side 
put him off TOth fair words, which make fools fam, but now. 
If >ou dis^t him at the pudi, deid with him with Tour 
dagger, and so moke open passage * * 

‘That were too rasV said Douglas, ‘and besides, os I told 
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% rill, tiu* donr (if 111 »[xii tuient h sihut and bolted I v lU essay 
to wiiknt him * 

OrfMiiH in<itiiiitly Loni|in*h(<rid('d that the ladies, having been 
Hiimidifiv^ made nware of liis liciiig iii the gulden, had bccurcd 
till* diKir of tilt* outer if^un m nhich he usimlly fclept, n& a sort 
of iijioii th.it ouh access to the Queen's Ap.ii1nic»ts 

Jhil chon, lioH nine C'atli(*niiir Sc\ton to lio abroad, if the 
Qu(i«n anil tht'othi*! huh tw’re h(iiri\ilhiii then chambers, and 
the ’leii -'S to them h^hrd mid InilUd 7 ^f awH la instiut!) at 
tin* bottom of thiM' mi ‘ill ML he and, 'and then thatik Mr< 
ratlanne. if this Im n lih hla. Foi the htnd use ainch she 
(\lit>it(d Ihiimlis to nriko of liis dn;fgLi , thei seek me, as I 
(oriipMfhi ml, tiii( tliei i.hnl] not sock ino m itiiii ’ 

Doin;]*iH Ind lij tins timo n'-enten^ the c.tstlo by the 
iMiket, Mh«h was now <hhmj Tliu slningei stood alone in iho 
,j;anhm unlk, Ins anus folded on bis liieast, and Ins c}C!i <vist 
ifn]i.itieiitl> Hf> to the uiooiit as if acciisiiig hei of botra3J]ig 
inrn hi the uiii^'iitiiLeiiLO of Jur liistie Jii a inomcnt Roland 
t»ri»me slo(/l before him ‘A goodly night,’ he Mid, 'Mr^ 
(‘ithcmie, foi a >oimg l.ul} to btmy foitli m disgiiihc, and lo 
mud with wen in an oicliHnl 7’ , , < , 

' ffiisli 1’ md the afnitigt r pgo— Miiish, thou foolish p.itcli, 
iiml till us m I word if thou ml fiioml or foe ’ 

•Ifow should J be fnond to one who dcccnes me bi fan 
i\nnl*4 mid wlio would liaio Douglas deal with mo iiith Ins 

tiyiirmll’ I Lplirtl Roland , i i i.t 

'The fieiiu recciic ticoige of Douglas iind<theo too, tiion 
iKini imukip and Kwoin maiplot*' Mid the othci, 'wc diall 
ho discoiorcil, aud then death is the word * , . , 

•Catlicrino,* said llio page, 'you liiiie dealt fulbely and 
Lmellj with me, ami the moment of c\ptauation is now oomc 

licit hei It iinr >ou sliall escape me ’ .t v l 

*M.wlmau" Mill the stnmgei, '1 am iieithei ^itc lun 
C'nllieiine tin* iiwxm shines hught enough suiciy to know the 

halt from the hind ’ , 

'That shift shall lint sene jou, f.iir 011*1111*^3, said the page, 
laiing hold on the hip of the stmngcr’s doak, this time, at 

least I will know with whom J deal 

‘Unhand me,’ Mid she, eudcaioimng to extneate hcifieW 
from lus crasii • and in a tone wlicro niigci scemetl to cwiteud 
with a ilLcio laugh, 'Use 30U so little dibciction towaids a 

p..i»p. b, )»■ ™hht, i» "i> 
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po5c his Tiolence 'wafe nbfc unpardonably oSensire, kept hold on 
her mantle, abe said, ih a Bicmcr tone of hnnuxed rcSenttnent, 
‘Madman, let me go < there is hfe and death ih this moment 
I \rould not illingly liutt thee, and jOt bewaie 

As she spoke, she made a sudden efifort to escape, and m 
doing BO ti pistol ^hi(^ cained m her hand or abodt her 


person i^ont ou 

This narlikc sound instantly awakehed the siell-narded 
castle The ardor blew lus horn, and began to toll the castle 
bell, crying out at the same time, ‘ treason * — ^treason * cry 
all cry all * ’ 

The dppantioii of Catheimc Seyton, which the page bad let 
loose in the first moment of astonislunGut, vanished ui doik- 
ness, but the plash of oars was heard, and m a second or two 
fiid 01 bi\ barqucbbsscs and a falconet weic filed from the 
battlements of the castlo successively, as if levelled nt some 
object on the water Confounded with these incidents, no 
WA} foi CatJioiinc’s protection (supposing hei to be in the boat 
which ho had hcaid put fiom the shoie) occurred to Boland, 
SRie to Iut\e recourse to George of Douglas He hastened for 
this purpose towards the apartment of the Queen, whence he 
heard loud soicea and much trampling of feet When be 
entered, he found liimself added to a confused and aatonisiied 
group, whldi, assembled m that apartment, stood gazing upon 
cvich othei At the upper end of the loom stood the Queen, 
ccjuippod an for a journey, and attended nob onlv by the Lady 
hlcttimg, but hjthc ommpic^ent Cathcruie Seyton, diesscd m 
the bftbit of lifct own sex, and bearing ui hci band the casket 
m which Mary kept such jewels as she hud been pemutted to 
tchiin At thd other end of the hall was the Lady of Ldcli- 
leicn. hastily drc^cd, as one startled from slnmlKsr by tho 
s^den a arm, and surroimdfcd ly domestics, scane baring 
^’hes, ntliets holding naked swoids, partizans, pistols or such 

I i parties stood George Douglas. 

Ins anils folded on Ins breast, lus eyes beat on tte ghmndJibe 

to ‘ionhnuSSisiTlhng 

to at onr, tnc gnilt m ■vi Inch he has been detected ® 


Ibwchs " R,; ♦1. . j wwie^ to ins trust, and I am a 

wiv ^ dearest son, and it h atl I ask thee to 

ft, ^ ^ ^ ite to 
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n is hiif tlip isile <if iIicm? nnlinppy uorncn nnrl fliii falac bo} 
lOurh plottfMl AH c^CApo yi /ttfAl to Scotlnud, to destnictire 
to th\ fntlHTs Iioii'iP* 

^Mndmn«’ old Vr^feadnlc, tlic 5 t<*\iArcl, * tLis much do I 
w fur this tb it lie could not be Accossuiy to unlock- 

my tho rlfwipt, sirw I im<»(lf this nijflit bolted him out of the 
YWiootcr Jimiiecl tins juglifrjuccc; the Ind'a flJjanD in it 
«?«ns to Ime boon small ’ 

*Thoii ]ieat> J)nfesdnlc,' said the ladj, ‘and wouldst throar 
tho bhuiio on th}* iniistcr'a hotisc» to sa\G the worthless life of 

II. gjpi^ bo} ' 

* His death were more dcsimblo to ino tlmn his hfe^* Answered 
the ste^anl, snllcul^s , Mail the truth is tlic truth ’ 

At these uords r)oiip:hs raised liis head, drew* up his figutu 
to its full licitrlit, and spoke boldly and sedately, as one uliose 
n*solitCion uoh tikoii 'Lot no life lie cudangerod for me I 
alone ’ 

'I)oiigIa\'Kiid (he Queen, iiitcmipting him, 'art uioumadf 
S|vnk not, 1 clmigo you * 

- Mad'im,' he rcphwl, bou ing u i th the deepest respect, ‘gladly 
ttould I obc} jour commands but they must hare a victu^ and 
let it lio the true one Yes, mad^nn,* he continued, addrMsiM 
the Jjidv of lKicliIc\cn, ' I alone am guilty m this matter If 
the uord of a Doughs has jet any weight with yoi^bebcro 
mo that this Ik)} is innocent, and on jour conscience I chn^ 

\ oil, do him no irrong , nor let the Queen su/Ibr haidship for 
enibmcing the opportunity of freedom which* fiinccro loyai^— - 
•winch a Rontimcnt yet deeper — offered toherncccp^cc les 
I luul planned the esciipe of the most beautiful, the most p^ 
scouted of women, and far from regretting that I, Tot a whi^ 
deceived the malice of her enemies, I gloiy in it, and am most 
willing to yield up life itself m her cause ^ 

' Now, aui} God Iw^o compassion on mv “p> 
of Lochlcxcnf ‘and enable mo to bear this load of 
0 I'nnocss, bom in a luckless hour, when 
the instrument of seduction and of niin 
\onf 0 ancient house of Lochlmen, famed so long to bum 
lumorcVd was the hour which brought the deceiver 

Say^not so, madam,’ replied her gninton , ‘the 
of women * 
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^Douglii:^’ sold tli6 Queen, ^tnusii I at thib inoinentr— ay, even 
at tins moment, vben I may lose a faithful subject for ei'cr — 
cihido thee for forgettmg what is due to me os thy queen 1 ’ 

^ Wretched boy,' said tlio distracted Lady of Lodilevcn, ‘ hast 
thou fallen oven thoa far mto the snare of this Moabitishvromanl 
— ^hast thou bartered thy name, thy allegiance, thy knightly 
oath, thy duty to thy parents, thy country, and thy God, for 
a feigned tear, or a sickly smile, from lips which Mattered the 
infirm Francis— Inred to death the idiot Damley — read luscious 
poetry with the minion Chastelar — ^mingled in the lays of love 
which wore sung by the beggar Eiasno — and which were joined 
in lapture to those of the foul and licentious Bothv ell f ' 
'Bla^heme not, madam said Douglas, ^nor you, fan 
Queon, and virtuous as fair, chide at this moment the presump- 
tion of ^y vassal ^ ^mk not that the mme devotion of a 
subject coxdd have moved me to the part I have been perform- 
ing Well you deserve that each of youi lieges should die for 
you, but 1 have done more — ^iiave done that to which love 
alone could compel a Douglas 1 have dissembled Farewell, 
then, queen of all hearty and empress of that of Douglas < 
Wh^ you ore freed from this vile bondage — as freed you shall 
be, if justice remains in Heaven — and when you load with 
honours and titles the happy man who shall deliver you, cast 
one thought on him whose heait would have despsed eveiy 
rcwaid foi a kiss of your hand— cast one thought on his fidelity, 
and drop one teai on his grave ' And throwmg himself at her 
feet, he seized hhi hand, and pressed it to his lips 

*ThiB befoio my face ^ ' exclaimed the Lady of Lochleven — 
'wilt thou court &y adulterous paramour hcfoie the eyes of a 
parent 7 Tear them asunder, and put him under stnet ward ^ 
Seize him, upon your lives i ’ she added, scemg t^t her attend- 
ants looked on each othei with hesitation 

‘They aie doubtful,' said Maiy ‘Save thyself, Douglas, I 
command thee * ’ 

He started up from the floor, and only exclaiming, *My 
life 01 death are yours, and at yom dis^sal^' drew bis 
sword, and broke ihiongh those who stood betwixt him and 
the door The enthusiasm of his onset was too sadden and 
too lively to have been resisted anything rfiort of the most 
decided opposition, and as ho was both loved and feared by 
hiB father's vassals, none of them would ofier hirw any actual 
injiuy 

The Lady of Lochleveu stood astonished at his sudden 
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' i uii: # fj in iin* n^Liiiiin 

Hut tuu or ilinu' loiipsuf tliu^e i^Jio jiunsilcd fiom cunosfty 
or (<f?mji.niil of iiiiHho-') cxtl'inted frrjtn bolotti tlmb he 
]t ici hirn^-f tf into tlu* hkc 

)Jfii](;hin -*{|]| " c'ulniia^ the Queen *0, tnic and 
ittdilo livail, ilmi |wvfcrs dritli 1»> Hiiimsoiwncnt 

* rit<' iipiM iitru Kud (he L'ld^ of Loclilc^cJi *if there bo 
lifuv ,i tnio K*n*iiU of his fAtiier, 2cl turn shoot the niiiiigatc 
<ii id, iiiul lot the ].ihc CfHOi our Miaiiiu ’’ 

'J’iK* ii>f»eat of It ^in or two Wiif. hc.ird, hut (hoj irere proh- 
ibh shot to oIh'} the ].id\ thui with an} purpose of 

Initlu;: the iwiik, nnd Ihiiidi! imiiiediatcl} entonnp, said that 
Misi<»r thsirjri* hit! Wen t ikon up by a bo it fiom the castle, 
nhieli hi} at a little distance 

* Nfnfi n Iniav *iiKl jiursiio them ** s<ik 1 the Jndv 

>ain,* Siud Uaiidiil ^hi this tunc thc\ are 
!nlf*uu\ to slime, uid a elmwl has conic o\cr the moon * 

*AnJi Jms the ti iifoi then K»d the M}, pressing 

her huiids ignnst her forehcid with a gettutt? of dcsp«iir, *the 
himoiirof our Iiousc is foi cicr gone, and nil will be deemed 
netompIiKs in this bise treschcr} ** 

•Luh of laiclileien,' s,ud ^Fnn, ndiancing towards li^ 

« \#>n h.nc this niglit cut ofi in\ f.iircbt hopes /ou ha^c turned 
nn ospcetetl ficodoin into bondage, and dashed away the cup 
of jo\ in the yoi\ instant I wab ndsancing it tom} lips, and 
set I feel for sour sorrxjw the pit} that sou deny to nunc 
(Jladh utmhl I comfort }on if i might, butaalma} not, I 
MOuW at least ]iart fiom sou in chanty 

-Awa^, moiid woman said the ladv, ^who c^cr faicw so 
well ns lliou to deal the dccF^^fc woiindb iindcl 
kindness and cmiitesv ? Who, Miicc the groat tmitoi, could 

CSCl so WtniS with a kiss?* , rv fine 

*Lwiy Dougins of I^tlilc\en, ^ald the ™ 

inomeui tUoii citist not offend inrs— no, not men b} - 

mid unwomnnl} language, held to me in ho Pf 
ftiid aimed retainers I base this night owed so nmob to one 
member of the hoobc of Lochicsen as to cancel wWteser its 
mibtr(‘ss can do oi **a} ni the w ildiicss of 

«Wo arc boimdca to }on, Pi incest said Ud} 
putting a strong conslramt on hcrbclf, and passing 
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pxiQ of TiolGnce to tliat of bittei irony ^ 'oui poor house hath 
hccn hut seldom giaccd 'with royal smiles, and 'vnll hardly, with 
my choice, exchange their lOUgh honesty foi such court honour 
os jMaiy of Scotland has now to besto^i ’ 

‘They,* lephcdMary, *\\ho knew so well how to takp may 
think themsclYCs excused from the obl^ation implied in rccciy- 
ing And that I have now little to offci is tlio fault of the 
Douglasses and then allies ’ 

'Feai nothmg, madam,’ rephed the Lady of Lochlcvcn, m 
the same bittei tone, *you letam an exchequer which neither 
your own prodigality can dram nor your offended country de- 
prive you of While you have fan words and delusive smiles 
at command, you need no other hnbes to lure youth tp folly * 
The Queen cast a not ungratihed glance on a large minor, 
which, liaugmg on one side of the apartment, and illuminated 
hy the toich^ight, lefiected her beautiful hice and person 
‘Oitt hostess grows complaisant,' she said, ‘my Fleming, we 
had not thought that gnef and captivity bad left us so well 
stored with that soit of wealth which ladies prize most deaily ’ 
‘Youi Orace will dnve this severe woman frantio,' said 
Fl(j|ning, in a low tone ‘On my knees I implore you to 
remember she is already dreadfully offended, and that we are 
m her powci ’ 

‘1 will not spare hm, Fleming,’ answeied tlie Queen , ‘it is 
against my natme She returned my honest sympathy 'with 
insult and abuse, and I wall gall her m retiim If her woids 
aio too blunt fm answci, let her use her poniaid if she daie i ’ 
‘^ 0 Lady Lochleven,’ said the Lady Flemmg aloud, ‘would 
surely do well now to withdraw and to leave her Grace to 
repose 

* Ay,’ lephed the lady, ‘ or to leave her Giaco and her Grace’s 
minions to think what silly fly they may next wrap their meshes 
about My eldest son is a widower — were he not moie worthy 
the ihttoiing liopes with which you have seduced hia brother 
Isonji Tiui^tlie yoke of mamago has been aheady thnee fitted 
on, but the Chuich of Rome calls it a sacramenl^ and its votaries 
which they cannot too often participa'te' 
And the votones of the Ohuich of Geneva,' replied klaty, 
coioming wi^ indignation, las they deem mainage no sacra- 
ment, aic said at times to dispense with the holy ceremony’ 
Then, as if afraid of the consequences of this home allusion 
to the errors ^ Lady Lochleven’s early life, the Quepn added. 

Lome, Toy Fleming we grace her too muclx by this alterca- 
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(son G wiU to our sleepmg-apaitmeut If she \rould disturb 
us again to-uight^ she must cause tlie door to be forced ’ So 
she retired to her bedroom, followed by her tao womcD 
Lady Loch]e^cn, stunned as it were by this last sarcasm, and 
not the less deeply incensed that she h^ drawn it upon herself, 
romamed like a statue on the spot ahich she had occupied when 
she received an alfront so flagrant Piyfesdale and Randal 
endeavoured to rouse her to recollection by quesbous. 

’What IS jour honourable ladyship’s pleasure in the 
promises?' 

'Shall we not double the sentinels, and place one upon the 
boats and anotbei lu the garden?’ said Randal 

'Would you that despatches uere sent to Sir William at 
Ij din hiirgrhj to acquaint him mth what has happened?' de- 
manded Pryfesdalc , 'and ought not the place of Kinross to be 
alarmed, lest there be force upon the shores of the lake?' 

*Do all ns thou 'viilt^* said the lady, ooUectmg herself and 
about to depeurt 'Thou hast the name of a good soldier, 
Dryf^ale, take all precautions SUcred Heaven * thatl should 
bo thus openly insulted * ’ 

'Would it be your pleasure^’ said Hiyfesdale, hesitabug, 
'that this perhon— this lady— be more severely xestramed?' 

'No, vassal^’ answered the lady, indignantly, 'mynsvei^ 
stoops not to so low a giatifioation But I will have more worthy 


‘%id yon shall have itj madam,’ rephed Diyfesdalc Etc 
two suns go dcran, you diall tern jourself amifiy re^-raged. 

The lady made no ansner, perhaps did not hear ins 
as die piesoudy left the apartment By the command of 
DrvfesdAle, the rest of the attendants were dismi^, wme to 
do the duty of guard, others to their repose The Reward 
himself lenLmed after they had all departed, 

Grmme. who was alone m the apartmenti was 
the dd soldier advance towards him wiA an air d 
diohty than he had evei heforo assumed to hnn, hut whidi sat 
ill on hiB scowling features , 

OTO seem^S^to mo 
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thou didst xoake to detain the companion of the perfidy of him 
tvho 18 no longer iR'orthy to be called by his father’s name, but 
must bo cat off from his house like a rotten branch I \ras just 
about to come to thy assistance when the pistol went off, and 
the warder — a false knave, whom 1 suspect to be bnbed for the 
nonce — saw himself forced to give the alarm, which, perchance, 
till then ho had wilfully withheld To atone, therefor^ for my 
injustice touaids you, 1 would willingly render you a courtesy, 
if you would accept of it from my hands ’ 

'May I first crave to know what it ist’ replied the page 
'Simply to cany the news of tbs (fasoovery to Hdyrood, 
wheie thou mayst do thyself much grace, as well with the Earl 
of Morton and the Kegent himself as with Sir ‘Wdliam Douglas, 
soomg thou hast seen the matter fiom end to end, and borne 
faithful part theiein The mabng tbne own fortune will be 
thus lodged in thme own hand, when I trust l^ou 'adt estrange 
thyself from foohsh vaxuties, and learn to widk m this world as 
one who thinks upon the n^ ’ 

'Sir steward,* said Boland Orceme, ‘I tlinniTr you. for your 
Murte^, but I may not do your errand I pass that I am the 
Queen’s sworn servant, and may not be of counsel against her. 

settmg this apart, methmks it were a bad road to Sir 
William of Lochleven’s favour to be the first to toll him of his 
Bon^ defection, neither would the Regent be over well pleased 
to h^ the infidelity of his vassal, nor Morton to Icam the 
falsehood of his xinFar^itn ’ 


‘Umi’ said'the stemud, making that marticolate sound 
^hich ffiiproBsos surprise nungled Tilth disideasure ‘Nay. 
then, wen fly ah^ ye list, for. giddy-pated as ye may hi 
you know hoa to bear you m the woild.’ 

show you my system is less selfish than ye thmh 
or, stud the p;^ , ‘for I hold trufji and mirth to be better 
^ gravity and cnnnmg-ay, and m the end to bo a match 

^ steward, than yon do 
at this moment I know you will give me no real confidence, 
^ 2;“ JosoJ^ed to aoeqit no false protestations as current 
Buqiect me as much and watch 
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'He oaunot commit trcaolioiy who lefusos tiust^’said t!io 
page^ 'and foi my head, it etaiqds as seonioly on mmq 
ehouldois ns on any tunet that em maspn hmlt' 

' Fat 0 well, thou piatiug and speckled pic^' said Diyfcsdnli^ 
'tlut nit BQ vam of thmo idle tpnguo and Toiiegatcd co^ti 
Bewme tiap and hmo*twig ’ 

'And fate thoo wall, thou hoarse old m\en/ answoicd the 
p<igo, 'tity solomn Eighty snhlc huc^ aud deep cionk me no 
ohauns against bud*holt oi Imikhot^ and that tlioi| i^ayst find 
It lb oppn war hotwi\t each foi tho cause of our misticss^ 
and God show^ the light ^ ’ 

'Amen, and defend His own people I’ said the steward 'I 
'Will let my nusticss know what addition thou host made to 
this mess of tinitois Good-nighty Mopsient Feathcipate’ 

'Good-night, Soignoi Sowoi8%,’ leplicd the pge^ and, 
when tho M man dopaitcd, ho betook lumsplf to lobt 
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Foisoa'd— ill ^ ' dead, forsook, cast off * 

KxnuJohm 


loYOB, bo^POTer mnob he might that the plm foi Mary’s 
escape had heea perfected, 1 questioa if he over arroke ^lih 
moLo plcasmg fe^mgs %\m oa tho mommg after George 
BougWs pkm foi acoomphshmg hei deliverance had bc^ 
fnia^ted la the first place, he had the dearest ooQTictiQa 
that he bad misaadetstood the mauendo of the abbot, and 
that tho a^teons of DougUs irere fixed, not on Cathermo 
Se^, but on the Queen , and lu the ecooud place, horn the 
GOit o! evj^auatiou ^Khich had taken place betriixt the steaaid 
and him, he felt himself at liberty, mtiiout any breach of 
honour to^aids tho family of Lodileven, to contnbute hi best 
aid to any schemo ^bich should in futuie he formed for tho 
Qneon’t escape , and, mdependcntly of the good-^iU tfbeh he 
himsolf had b>the onterpnao, he knew ho could find no suier 
load to the favofui ol Oathonue Soyton Ho now sought but 
an oppoitumty to mf<nm ber that be had dedicated himself to 
this tosk, and fortune was propitious m affording bm one 
which was unusually favourable 
At tbe ordinary hour d breakfast, it was introduced by tho 
steward with his usual forms, who, as soon as it was placed on 
tho board m the inner apartment, said to jRoland Gnome, witb 
a gianw w paicastic import^ leave you, my young sii, to do 
^eo^of it has been top long rendei^ totheLady 
Maty by one belonging to the house of Pouglgs ’ 

«■„? nZ,'] ^ 

sfti^oland, the office weieau honour tplnm* 

to tins InaTade, 

^ ^ thus Irft 

busied hanself, as mc engaged m a labour of love, to 

mutate, as ufett as he could, flia grace and eoBttosy witii which 
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Gcozge of Douglas was ^vont to render bis oeremonial semce 
at meals to the Queen of Scotland Theie was more than 
youf^ul Yamty, there was a generous devotum, m the feeling 
with which ho took up the ta^ as a hrore soldiei assumes the 
l^laceof a comrade wlm has fallen m the front of battle ‘lorn 
now/ he soidj ^theu only champion^ andj come weal, oomo 
woBj 1 will be, to the bert of my idoU and power, as Imthlnl, 
as tiustwoitby, as brave, as any Douglas of them all could 
have been ' 

At this moment Cathezmo Sejton entered alone, contnny to 
her custom, and not less oontiaxj to her custoni, she entered 
with hei keichief at hei eyes Boland Graeme approached her 
%\rith beating heart and with downcast eje^ and o&ed hm m a 
low and besitatmg voice whether the Queen were well 

*Can you suppose it?^ said Catherine, ^ think you her 
heart and body oie fmmed of steel and iron, to endure tlio 
cruel disappomtment of yestereven, and the infamous taunts 
of yonder Puiitanio hag? Would to God that I were a man, 
to aid her more eflFectually > * 

those who carry pistols, and batons and pomoids, said 
the page^ ‘are not men, they are at least AmBSxmB, and thflt 

18 as formidable ’ , , j 

^ You aie welcome to the flash of youi wit, sir,’ iqilied the 
damsel , ‘I am neither m spints to enjoy w to rep^y to it* 

* Well, then,* said the page^ ‘list to mo m all senous truth 
And, first, let me say, that the geai last night had beeu smoother 

hod you taken me into your counsels’ * ^ 

^Andsowemeant, but who could have guessed that Mastei 
Pace should choose to pass all night in the gaidcn, him 
moon-stoicken kniglit m a Spanish raman^ mstead of ^ 
in hiB bedroom, when Douglas came to hold communication 

‘defer to so late a momonb so 

”^^lSase ^^OT^^uwcoiaons with Hondersw, and—with 
paidon--the natural impetuosity and 

ton, mode us dread to enteusb you with a secreb of such con 

»d to pw 

to.tSkS<nml-'wl>y«« tot» woto..»»»»t,i»»»I 
had the misfortune to mour so much ^ to 
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magnammoufii and answer your question tlien^ our 

reason for trusting you was two^d In the first place, we 
coTild scarce avoid since you slept m the room through 

which we hod to pass In the second place ^ 

*'Sei.y,* sold l£e page, *you may dispense with a second 
icason, when the first i^es your confidence in me a case of 


* Good now, bold thy peace,’ said Cathenne * In the second 
puice, as 1 said before^ theie is one foolish person among us 
who bdievcs that Roland Greeme’s heart is warm, though his 
head 18 giddy, that his blood is pure, thou^ it boils too hastdy, 
and that his fiuth and honour are tme as the loadstar, though 
hiB tongue sometimes is far less tW discieet ’ 

This avowal Cathenne repeated m a low tone, with her ^cs 
fixed on the floor, as if she Ehunned the glance of Roland while 
she Buffeied it to escape her hps ‘And this smgle friend,’ 
exclaimed the youth in rapture — >‘tbis only one who would do 
pistioQ to tlie pool Roland Granne, and whose own generous 
heart taught her to distmgmsh between follies of the bram and 
foulte of the heart— will you not tell me, dearest Cathenne, 
to worn 1 owe my most grateful, my most heartfdt thanksl’ 
Nay, said Cathenne, with her eyes stiR fixed on the siound, 

« your own heart tdl you not ^ 

‘Dearest Cathenne > ’ said the page, seizing upon her hand- 
ana Kneeling on one Imoo 

™nfil ^ .“y* ““V “Id Catherine, 

ungrateful, for smeo 

the maternal kmdncaB of the Lady Fleming——’ 

‘ByHeaven,Cathenne,your 
^OToaeara as many diagmees os your person' Butyra^v 

mook me, cr^ girl You know the Lady Flemin/ has no 
more legarf foi any one than Iiath the forl^ pnne^ uho is 

^nought into yonder piece of old court-taS’ ^ ” 

Hpo-i Seyton. ‘butySu^d not 

his‘^»''.li’,f r ^ time louerini: 

ms voice, ‘she cares for no one but he™lf utiiTTi!- n ® 
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damp my nrdoui, nhan I am deTOting myself, body and soul, 
to coo cau 80 of joiir mistiessV 

*Iii IS bewu9G in doing so,* said Cathenne^ *jou dobaso a 
cause so noble by naming along mth it any loaor op more 
selnsii motiVQ Bobcrc me,' she said, uith kindling eyes, and 
uhilo the blood mantled on liei olieek, ‘they think nJely and 
falsely of nomcn — I mean of those who deserre the name — who 
deem that th^ love the giatidcation of their vamtj, or the 
mean puiposo of ongiossing a lo^el’8 odnuiation and affectum, 
bottoi than they love the yii tue and hououi of the man they 
may bo brought to piefer He that serves his religion, Lis 
pxinco, and his oountiy with ordom and dorotion need not 
l)lcad lus cause with the commonplace rant of romantic passum 
the woman whom he honours with his love becomes his debtor, 
and hoi corrci^Duding affection is engaged to repay his glorious 
toil ’ 


‘You hold a glonous piize foi such toil,’ said the youth, 
bonding his eyes on her with enthusiasm 

‘Only a heart which knows hpw to %alue it^’ said Gathenne 
‘He that should flee this mjuied princess from these dungeons^ 
and sot her at libeity among hei loyal and wailzke noblei^ whose 
hearts are burning to fvoloonie bei — whmo is the maiden m 
Scotland whom the loi e of such a hero would not honour, were 
she spiuzig from the blood lojol of the land, and he the ofi&pnng 
of the pooicst cottagm that ever held a plough I ' 

‘I am dptermip^/ said Boland, ‘to take the adventure 
Toll me firsts however, fair C&thenne, and speak it as if you 
weie CQDfessmg to the pnest — this poor Queen, I know she is 
unhappy — ^but, Ca^enn^ do you her innocents Sbo is 
accused of murder ’ 

‘Do I hold the Iamb guilty, because it is assailed by the 
wolff' answered Cathenue. *Do I hold yonder sun polluted, 
because an earth-damp sullies his beams 1’ 

The page sighed and looked down ‘ Would my conviction 

w ore as deep as thme * But one thing is clear, that in this 
captivity she hath Yn.ong She rendered hers^ up on a capitu- 
lation, and the terms liave been lefused her I will embrace 
her quf^nd to the death i ' , v 

•Will you— will you, indeed?' said Gathenne, taking fais 
hand in hei turn ‘0 be but finn m mind, as thou art bold m 
deed and quick m lesolution , keep but tl^pligb^ Mi, and 
oftei ages shall honour thee as the saviour of Scotland 

‘Bub when I have toiled successfully to win that Iieali, 
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holiour, ihou Tili not^ mj Catherine,’ said the page, ’condemn 
me to a now term of service for that Bachel, love 7’ 

'Of that,’ said Gatheime, ogam extncatmg her hand from 
his grasp, shhll hat^e fiill timd to speak, but honour is the 
elder siatei, and must he ^^on the drat ’ 

’I may nob 'ft in her,’ ansa eied the page; ’hut I vrill vonturo 
failly fot hot, and man can do no znoie And know, fair 
Gatnerinc — ^foi^ ydu shall see the \'eiy seciet thought of iny 
heart — ^that not honour only, not only that other and fairei 
sister, whom you frowii on me for so much aS mentioning, but 
the stetn commands of duty also, compel me to aid tht Queen’s 
dehveiance ’ 

'Indeed said Gathcnne; 'you weie wont to have doubts 
on that matter ’ 

’Ay, hut her lifo was not then thleatened,’ raphed Boland 
‘And* 18 it now moie endangeied than heietoloiol’ asked 
Catherine ^yton, m anxious temoi 

’ Be not alarmed,’ said the page , ’ but you heard the terms 
on which yoiir i oyal mistress parted u ith the Lady of Lochleven 7 ’ 
'Too well — ^biit too well,’ said Cathenne, 'das* that she 
conpot role hei pnneely le&cntmcnt, and lehoin from eucoun- 
teis like these * ’ 

'That hath passed bctuixt them,’ said Roland, 'foi fthicli 
‘woman nevoi foigives woman I saw the lady’s brow turn 
pale, and then black, when, before all the mcnzie, and m her 
moment of power, the Queen humbled hei to the dust by tavmg 
her 'sith hei sllamo And 1 heard the oath of deadly lescntr 
meht and revenge which she muttered m the cai of one who, 
b}' his Onswei, will, I judge, be but too ready an exeCutiouei of 
her will* 

‘You tomfy me,’ said Cathenne 

’Do tot BO take it, caU up the masculine pait of your ^nt, 
we will counteract and defeat her plans, he they dangerous 
as they may TVhy do you look upon me thus, and weqi 7 ’ 
'Alas *’ said Gatheiinc, 'because you stand theie before me 
a living and hieatiling maU, m all the adventurous glow and 
enterpnse of youth, yet still possessing the fiolic spints of 
childhood — ^thcro you stand full alike of generous ehtezpnsd 
and childish ieoklcssuess , and if to^y, tomoiiow, oi some Such 
brief ^be, yoU ho a mangled and lifeless corpse upon the floor 
of these hateful dungeons, who but Cathenne Seytou will he 
the cause of your hiaVc and gaj^ career being broken short as 
you start from the goal 7 Alas * she whom you have bhOsen 
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to twino youl ^vrcatli may too probably Lave to work your 
shroud 


‘And bo It 50 , Catbonuc^’ said the pag^ m the full glou of 
youthful enthusiasm, *and do thou work my shroud ^ and if 
thou grace it nith su^ tears as fidl now at the thought^ it will 
honoui my romams more than an earl’s mantlewoiild mylxnng 
body But shame on this famtuess of heart > the time emres 
n firmer mood Bo a woman, Gatbenne, or rather be a man, 
thou canst bo a man if thou wilt.’ 

Cathenne dned her tear^ and endeaTOured to smile 
*You must not ask roe/^c said, ‘about that which so much 
disturbs your mmd , you shall know all m time — nay, you should 

know' nU now, but that Hush * heie comes Ae Queen ’ 

Hilary entered from hci apartment^ paler than usual, and 
apparently exliausted by a sleepless nighty and by the painfhl 
thoughts which had ill supphed the place of repose , yet the 
languor of her looks was so for ftom impairing her beauty that 
it only substituted the frail ddicacy of the lovely woman for 
the majestic grace of the Queen Contrary to her wont, h<w 
toilette had l^n very hastdy despatched, and her hau, which 
was usually diessed by Lady Fleming with great care, ^ping 
from beneath the head-tire^ which had been hastily adjusted, 
fell, in long and luxuriant tresses of nature’s own curJmg, oy«w 
a neck and bosom which were somewhat less carefully veiled 
than usual _ ^ x 


hnsfaly diying her tears, nm to mert ha royd 

having first kneeled at her feet and kissed her hand, mstant^ 

rose, ^ placing herself on the othei side of the Queen, seemed 

^^ns tHh^e with the Lady Heming hononr of s^ 

porting and assisting her The pag^ on his pa^ 

and put in order the chair of stat?, which 

and Wng placed the cushion and footetod for her a^- 

modation, kipped hack, and st^ ready for 

place usually occupied by his prrfecessOT, * remaik 

Afarv'B eva rested on mstant on him, and could not hntremaiK 

H» »» »» w 

as *e leail herself back m her chair, and put the ketolnef m 
b«r eyes 
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*YeSj graoiotts madam,’ said Catbennc^ assuming a cheezfnl 
manner, m order to cKeer her soyereign, * our gallant knight is 
indeed bammed— the adventure vras not reserved foi him , hut 
he has left hehmd him a youthful esqmxe as much devoid to 
your Grace’s service, and 'nho, by m^ makes you tender of his 
hand and swotd ’ 

‘If they may m aught avail your Grace,’ said Boland 
Grsome, bowmg prafoundly 

‘A1m<’ said the Queen, ‘what needs thi^Gathenne^— why 
prepare new victuns to he involved in, and overwhelmed by, my 
cruel fortune 1 Were we not better cease to struggle, and our- 
selves sink m the tide without further resistance, than thus 
dreg into destruction with us every generous heart which 
an effint in our favour 1 I have had but too much of plot and 
mtngne around me, smee I was sUetched an oiphan child m 
my very oradl^ while contending nobles strove which should 
rub m the name of the unconsmous innocent Surely time it 
were that all this busy and most dangerous cod should end 
Let me call my prison a convent, and my seclusion a voluntary 
sequestration of myself fiom the world and its ways * * 

‘Speak not thus, madmn, before your fmthful servant^’ said 
Catherm^ ‘to discourage their zeal at once and to break their 
hearts Daughter cf kings, be not m this hour so unkiugly 
Com^ Boland, and let us, the youngest of her follower^ show 
Olives wo^y of hei cause let us kneel before her footstool 
ana m^Iom hei to be hei own maguanimous self * And lead- 
mg Bol^d Grame to the Queen’s seat, they both kneeled down 
^ w ^ and sat erect, 

^ ^ ^ the page, she 

Ae duBtenng looks -Brhioh the 

high-spmted Catherme. 

«.iw fl® ® “ *»*>es8 she often 

called W young attendant, ‘ that you should thus desperatclv 
^ mth unhappy fete the fortune of your 
Are they not a lovely couple, my Hemmgt 4d is rt nl W 
Jeni^ to ^ that I must be their ruSV 


wntw r ve>VKr-s 


*Tlio« ljnwt»sf, my frii'ml, xs-hcllwr to 
Tjdi r}'»f iKtr tm happy tiw n«l pirrMaijh 

faintnh(‘ Whtn J li'nc h^cn rclaikrd bj the ntom 

r»n‘ iK'li* H of fill' tVhirimho Jurt'-v, ^^Jk« J fmto fceti the flems 
of my m>bb^ fwm iui*t bis itiiritlNKiii 

ix'MiiH. J ufii-*! m*ibf» banifb t pb.»‘iinh of tfjp young niid 
;r i}\ Jtii't, » itb« r for tbf * ilf of ibrir b tbnn n» oiin, 

liv*' III tb» qiir, oftbodantJo, irjtlitbe 

^Siiiitb of ho.i» 'bohi? I Tvpcnt not of it tbongb 

limn*'! if 'in, fttKl '^forfon lic/n'httton I Jiappy, 
IfTi itiM^ f MN bi|>|ini( s amnit'l nio, iKitidc the 

riTtibol j»nb»n«y Uiat rui Minu guilt out of the rwcrilow- 
of i*n iMginnlr 1 g‘n*t\ 1 Floiiiinj:, if ^^c arc rc&tortd lo 
our thrtiup -hiH ui* not buf' one bh the onfludnj at n blithe- 
i>u«rif* l.ndnf, of \ lihh i now n'linu neither the hntlc nor 

tfie bii«ff';!i' 0 ‘»ojf Utif that bndiLWun *-haIl bnelholwroin 
of Hfdrgounn, II fair gift ouo for a qiitcii tognc, and that 
hnfb th’pb‘t ‘•hiU W -Ith the fmie^t ]>cirls that em 

WfftK* rotiti'l III th*‘ depths of Loth Lonioiid niid tliou thyself, 
Mtrs Htuung, the bed dre'-er of tires that cicr busked tlw 
^r^.r #,f a <iuren md who uoubl ftow to touth those of sn} 

woman of Ion<r rnik— thou thi^elf ahalt, for iij\ lore, twine 
tlirm into Iht bride'* fie^'-r? luy Ffuimig, aupjx^ 

thkJii <u«di IwKsrs iho'cof our CatheniJiv they would 

not Tint *.b.i!iie njwwi fh\ i a » i „ 

‘v> 1 . lSlfl<^ «‘!u» p i*‘’‘sd htr band fondlv o\er Ibo head of her 
^outbfn^ faunini*', while Mr more aged attcntoit replied dcj 
airjiub nth% * Alas * inaihiin, jour thoughts Mw far ^^omhome 
‘Tbcjdn, mj 1 iemmgV -■ iid the Queen, but is 
Mud ill \m till them bickt Uod know®, 

TH?ah tins niirlit bnt loo do d> Come, 1 

a but tu pmndi them Yes at that Wythesomc 

bn.li! 3fiin hci-clf sluli r<«gct tlie weight of 

tm! of ftMle, and herself onto wore tod a i^asurc At w toe 

w«Ut u« was U that tre last danced, in^jnemmg? I ^ 

rumemlwr , ( JH‘E thoii not ni<l me T 1 Know thou cJiiil 
‘ Alas ' nwd'«ti,' replied the lad;> — — * 

to tell hir where the led the labfc lirenle 


I 
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With a faco deadly pale, and a mien as if she were about to 
sink into tho earth, tlic conrtbred dome, no longer daring to 
refuse obedience, faltered out — ‘Gracioub lady — ^if my memory 
ctr not— *it was at a masque m Holyrood— at the mairiage of 
Sebastian ’ 

The unhappy Queen, who had liitlieito listened with a mclan- 
oholj Bmdc, proToked by tho rductanoe with winch tlio Lady 
Iflcmuig brought out her stoty, at this ill-fated word interrupted 
hei with a slinek so wild and loud that the vaulted apartment 
rang, and botli Roland and Cathonne sprung to tlicir feet m 
the utmost tenor and alarm Meantime, ^lary seemed, by tho 
tiam of homblc ideas thus suddenly excited, surpnsed not only 
beyond sdf-oommand, but foi the moment beyond the veigo of 
iGoson 

‘Tiaitress^’ she said to tho Lady Fleming, 'thou wouldst 
slay thy sovereign Call my Ficnch guaids — d mm I — d moi ^ 
mes Fran^atsl 1 am beset with traitors in mine own palace — 
they have muTdcicd my husband Rescue * — ^rescue ‘ for tlio 

Queen of Scotland She started up from hci chair j her 
features, late so exquisitely lovely in their paleness, noii in- 
flamed with tlio fuxy of frenzy, and resembling those of a 
Bollona 'Wc will take the field ourself,’ she said, 'warn the 
city — ^wam Lothian and Fife — saddle our Spanish barb — and 
bid Frenoh Pans see onr potrond be chaigcd i Bcttci to die 
at the head of our brave Scotsmen, like our grandfather at 
Floddon, than of a broken heart, like onr lU-starrcd father > ’ 
'Bo patientf--Jbo composed, dearest sovereign said Cathe- 
nne , and then addressing Lady Flemmg angnly, she added, 
'How could you say aught that reminded her d her hushondl’ 
The word reached the ear of the unhappy princess, who 
caught it up, speaking with great rapidity ' Husband i — ^wliat 
husband 1 Hot his most Chnstian I^jesty , he is ill at ease — 
he cannot mount on horseback Not him d the Lennox , but 
it was the Duke of Orkn^ thou wouldst say ’ 

'For God’s love, madam, 1^ patient i ’ said the Lady Fleming 
But the Queen’s excited imagination could by no entreaty 
be diverted from its course 'Bid him come hither to our aid,’ 
she said, 'and bring with him his lambs, as he calls them — 
Bowton, Hay of Talla, Block Onmston, and his kinsman Hob 
Fie^ how swart th^ arc, and how they smell of sulphur ^ 
What* closeted with Morton t Nay, if the Douglas and tho 
Hepbnm hatch the complot together, the hud, when it breaks 
the shell, will scare Scotiand Will it not, my Flemmg V 
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*Sh6 gidUs icsilder o&d 'vnldeij' siud Fleliting j Ho lldvO too 
matij heaier^ fbr tliedo StrangO 'vrordO * 

'Eolaud/ said Gathoiiiil^ the liallid of God, bcgono > You 
Oanbot aid us Iieie Leare ils to deal trith bel oloue Avd} — 
a\vay 

Sbe thrust hitti to the dooi of the aute-ioom , jet Oven \rhcn 
he had entered that ft^Klrthiblit Uhd shut the dbor, he could 
btill heal the Queen talk ni a loud aud detenUiUOd tone, ds if 
giving forth orders, until at length the lolbe died dddjih a 
feeble aiid coutintied lamentdtiOh 

At this eiisis Cathemie ehtered the antO-lootn 'Bo hot too 
anxious,’ she sdid, *thb onsis is liow ovor , but keep die doot 
fSast — ^let no bne entei Until she is moio composed ’ 

*In the name of God, what does this mean ** said the Txigo> 
HI What wris theie m the Lodj Floxmng’s woids to oxdte so 
’irilddtrarisUbrb?* 

* d thb Lad}’ FJelnihg— the Lady Homing,’ said Cdthbnn^ 
iepeatmg the innds impatiently — 'the Lady Homing is a 
shb lovOO hdl mlStlfesa^ yet knows sd little how tb ei^rew hto 
love that, WOiB the Qufien to dsk hm for xeij poison, she wduld 
deem It a point df duty not to lesist her coramhuds I gWld 
BavU tom W Staiched heod-hio frbm hoi fohndl head TJib 
Queen dhould hive as SodU had the heart Out of my body as 

thb^ord'‘Sbba5tian”outofhiyhpd That that p^oedft^Oaved 

tapfeotiy should bO a womdn, and yet hot hare wit enough to 

And what x\aatbifi stoty Uf Sebastmul’ ssM the pagO 'By 
Hearen. batUeime, tou ahj all nddlot alike * ^ ^ * 

'^u arb ds gi^tafool at Hbhnrig.’ iotumed 
lUfliden 'Know re not, that on the tnghb of Hcniy Daiiil<?r|B 
SS, uj d tb. K»1. of 

flbsetltie (Wing to her 

siven Ur hfer to guide the inarmge of this SamB Sebaattra, ^ 

Lnself afevoiuil sennhii, mMnbd oflbol hbrfemaloatteudtot^ 

‘1 t^onder ttot at hdi pa^ieji, 
Mt 8&ly faaliiS hy ^hrtfc " 

if and Tiolent (MUDot^ 

memory, and fepW a But 
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>mdom, but nnopljr.to cool my lesentmoat agamet that unwise 
Lady Flommg, wmek I tlimk hath now somewhat abated, so 
that I shall cuduiQ her piescuco without anv desiro to damage 
either hei oundi oi 'v^ume Meanwhile, keep fast that 
door I wofold not foi my life that any of these heretics saw 
her m Ihe unhappy stato ulucfa, bought on her as it has been 
by the success cd their diabolical plottmgs, they would 
not stick to call, m their snuSmg cant, the jud^ont of 
Providence* 


She left the apartment jnst as the latch of the outnaid 
door was raised without But the bolt, which Bolmid 
had diawn on the inside, losisted the efforts of ^e person 
desirous to cntei 

*Who i& there r said Gteeme aloud 


*It K L* rtqihcd the harsh and yet low loicc of the steward 
Dryfesdale 

* You cannot enta now** letumed the youth 

*Andwhcioforcr denWedDryfesdolo, *seemg I come but 
to do my duty, and mquuo what mean the shiieks fiom Ihe 
apartment of the Moateh woman Wherefore, I say, biHw 
su^h IB mine ormnd, can I not etitm f ' 

‘Simply,’ lephed the youth, ‘because the bolt is drawn, and 
I have no fancy to undo it I have the light side of the dooi 
to^ as you liad last night * 

‘Thou aat iH-adviscd, thou makpert boy/ lophed thd 
stcwaid, ‘to speak to me m such fashion, hut I shall inform 
my My of thme mstdeuce ’ 

‘The msolcnce,* said the page, ‘is meant foi thee o% m 
fell guenon of % discourtesy to me For thy lady’s infonna- 
tiottj I have answei more colirteoi^ you may say tW the 
(jneen is ill at ease, aud desires to be disturbed ncitber by 
nats hot messages* 

‘I conjure yoi^ in the name of God/ sard the old wwtij “with 
moie Bdcmdity m his tone tium he had hitherto used, ‘to let 


w^ have no aid at yom hand or at your My*8, 
Wiioinf^, and tioublo us no mote wo neitbet wani 
uoi will accept of, aid at jbur hands * 

Wiih tbs poatave reply, the steward, grumbling and dis- 
satisfied, returned downstairs ^ 
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2t iR tbo cano of king) to ba attomlcd 
ISy slaves, ^ho toko tboir iiuuiours for a ivarraut 
btoak into tlio bloody liouso of life. 

And on tbo n inking of anthonty 
To undct^tand a law 

Ktng Ja^n 


Tiil Lndy of Locliloxcn sat alono m Ixci chamber, ondeavonnng 
'IV ith biuccrc but imperfect real to fi\ her eyes and her attention 
on the black-letter Riblo uluch lay before her, bound m yolvot 
and cmbroidoxy, and adorned with mossiTC silver ok^s and 
knosps But she found licr utmost cflbrts unable to wiUidmw 
her mind from the resentful recollection of what had last night 
passed betwixt her and the Queen, in which the latter hod with 
sueh bitter taunt lenundcd her of her early and long-repented 


ttausgrcssioD 

’ Why,* she said, ‘ should I resent so deeply that another 
reproaches me with that which I have never ceased to make 
matter of blushing to myselff And yet^ why should this womoi^ 
who reaps — at least, 1m reaped— the fnuta of my foU^ and 
has jostled my son aside from the throne — why should she, m 
the face of all my domestics and of her own, dare to upbraid 
me with my shame 7 Is she not m my power 7 Does she not 
foar mo7 Ha * wily tempter, I will wrestle with thee strongly, 
and with better suggestions than my own evil heart can 


^ho again took up the sacred volume, and was endeavo^ 
me to fii^or attention on its contents, when she was disturb^ 
l^a tap at the door of the room It opened at hm emmand, 
and the steward DryfesdaJe entered, and 
a eloomy and perturbed expression on his mow xi,,,- e» 

has^chanced, D^esdale. lhat thou 
said hia mistress * Have there been evil tidings of my son or 
of my giandchildien7’ 
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*No, lady/ replied DryfesdaJe, ‘but you Trere deeply in- 
sulted last nighty and I fear me thou art as deeply avenged 
this morning Where is the diaplaml’ 

‘What mean you by hints so dark, and a question so 
sudden 1 The chaplam, os you u’cll know> is absent at Perth 
upon an assembly oH the brethren ' 

‘I care nob/ answered the steinird ; ‘ he is but a pnest of 
Baal’ 

‘Dxyfesdale/ said the lady, sternly, ‘what meanest thouT 
I have ever heard that m the Low Countnea thou didst herd 
with the Anabaptist preachers — those boars which tear up the 
vintage But the mmistry which suits me and my house must 
content my retamers ’ 

‘I would 1 had good Mostly counsel, though,’ replied the 
steward, not attending to his mistress’s rebuke, and seeming to 

speak to bimself ‘This woman of I^loab ’ 

‘Speak of her with reverence^’ said the lady ‘she is a 
long’s daughter ' 

‘Be it BQ,’ replied Dzyfesdale, ‘she goes where there is 
little dilTerence betwixt her and a child Maty of 

Scotland is dymg ’ 

‘Dying, and m my castle said the lady, starting tip m 
alarm , ‘ of what disease, or hj what accident I ’ 

‘Bear patience, lady The mmistry was mine ' 

‘Thme, villain and traitor * how didst thou dare * 

‘I heard you msulted, lady — I heard you demand venge- 
ance, I pronn&d you should have it, and I now bnng tidings 

‘Dxyfcsdale, I trust thou ravest?’ said the lady. 

I rave nol^' replied the steward ‘ That which was written 
of me a nuUion of years ere I saw the light must be executed 
by me She hatli that m her veins that, I feat me, will soon 
stop the springs of life ’ 

her vill^/ exclaimed the lady, ‘thou hast not poisoned 


I had,’ said Dryfcsdale^ ‘what does it so gieativ 
mentf Mw^nevcmin, why not nd them of their enemi^ 

> XtaiV tliev vrill dn Tai* f 



j r ““y* steward, ‘and 

J^adge not without lookmg around jou Undesay, Eutliven. 

kmsmau Morton poniarded Rmio, and yet yon now 
SCO no blood on then: embrmdeiy, the Lord Semple stabbed 
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tho l/>rd of jSanquImr — docs his bonncb sit a jot mom awr 
on hiB brow 1 AVhat noble lives m SooUand nho has not hi|I 
a sImic, foi i)ohc}* or ro\Gngo^ in «;oinc such dealing! And uhi 
iiiipnics it to them? Eo not cheated iwth names a dagge 
or a dmiight MOik to the same cud, and are little unlike — i 
glass plimT impii^ons the one, and a Icatlicin sheath tho pthei 
one deals wiUi the brain, the other shiioes the blood Yet^ ] 
say not J ga\o aught to this Indj ’ 

* What dost thou inoiin l;y thus dall^ng ivith me?* said ibr 
lady, *a& tliou ifvonldbt save thy neck from the mpe it ments 
loll me the nholc tiuth of this stoiy, thou hast long heer 
knoun a dangerous man ’ 

‘Ay, 111 my master’s scnice I can bo cold and shaip as iqj 
snorJ* Be it knouii to jou that, Tihen last on shoie, I con* 
Biift^ with <1 woman of skill and power, called NicueYeHj oi 
wiiom tlie counti} liasning foi some bnef tune past Fooh 
asked Iiei foi chamis to make them beloved, misers foi means 
to incinso then stoic, pome demanded to know the future — 
an idle wish, since it cannot be altered , others would have an 
cvplaimtion of the past-idler stdl, since it cannot bo recalled 
I Jieaid then queues with scorn, and demanded thomeim^of 
avenging mpcif of a deadly enemy, for I grow old, and my 
trust no longer to JJilboa blade She ga'\o mo a packet 
“Jfit tliaV'said she, “with any liquid, and tlij t engpanco is 


‘Villain 1 and }ou inived it with the food of this imprisoned 
lady, to tho dishononi of thy mastort house ’’ ‘ 

‘To ledcom the insulted honom of my masteis house, A 
mixed the contents of the packet with tho jai of succoiy 
ThQ\ hcldom fail to dmm it, and the woman Iwos it 

fit was a wmk of hdV the IMj Lochlevon bo^he 
nskmg and the granting Away, wietched man let us see if 

aid be yet too late ’ . t 

‘ Th« will not admit us, madam, save w cntci^y mice 

lia^e bew t»nce nt tUc door, but wn 

‘Wo beat it leicl uitb tbo ground, if n^fal 
hold-summoii Rondal h.tboi 
and cnl chance befallen , send off a ^t 

would lu^c good of the DougWs hand 
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‘Mother Nicneven not bo lightly found, oi fetched hither 

on tlicse condition^’ aneweicd Diyfesdalo 

‘Then giaut her Ml eesiuauce of safety I^ioTc ta it, for 
tliino oun life must ansirei foi this lady’s rccoieiy ’ 

^ I might have guessed that,' said Dryf esdalo, sullenly , ^ but 
it IS my comfort I have avenged mine own cauac as well as 
yoiirb She hath scofTed and senpped at me, and encouraged 
her saucy mmioii of a page to ndiculo my stiff gait and slow 
^ecch 1 felt it bqrne m upon me that 1 was to be avenged 
on tliepi ' 

‘Go to tlio western tunet,’ said the lady, ‘and icmam theie 
m waid until we see how tins gear will terminate I know thy 
icsolvcd dii^OHitiou thou wilt not attempt escape ’ 

‘Not were the ualls of the tunct o! egg-shells, and the lake 
sheeted w*ith icc,' said Diyfcsdale ‘f am well taught, and 
strong m belief that man does nought of himself , ha is but the 
fpam on the billow, which nsos, bubbles, and buists, not by its 
own efib^ but by the iQightiei impulse of fate whidi uiges 
him Yefe lady, if 1 may advise, amid this zeal for the life of 
the Jezebel of Scotland, forget not what is due to thine own 
hoi^I, and keep the mattei seciet os you may ' 

So saying, tbp glppmy fatalist turned fiom hei, and stalked 
off with sullen composuie to tlip place of conduement allotted 
to hup 

His lady caught at his last hint, and only evpiessed hei fear 
that the pnspner had partaken of some unwholesome food, and 
was dangcrond^ ill The castle was soon alarmed and in oon- 
fuMW ^ndal was dpspatched to the shore to fetoh off Lundm, 
w ith such remedies as ppuld counteract poison , and w ith farthei 
msteuctions to bring Mothm Nitmevpn, if die could be found, 
inth full pRwei to pledge the Lady of Lochlevon's word for hci 


Meanwhile, the Lady of Lochle\on hoisdf bdd pailey at the 
nSo rt apartment, and m vam uiged the page to 


at 
down 


thy Indy's aic 

stake Open, I say, or no wU cause tho door to he bioken 


- * ^ xsithout my royal mistress’s oiders ’ 

rf^TOn'^^nfeo I ‘®‘'®^'‘®^®®*^^®’Tdl,andno\riho8lumhers’; 

‘ VTas ever ttoman m a stimt so fearful i ’ exclaimed tho Lady 
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saints! Is she not the daughter of the wretched tyrant James, 
whom Heaven cast down from his kingdom and his pnde, oven 
as the kmg of Bal^lon was smittenl * 

* Peace, villam ** said the lady, a thousand vaned recollec- 
tions throngmg on her mind at the mention of her royal lover^s 
name — * peace, and disturb not the ashes of the dead — of the 
royal, of the unhappy dead Bead thy Bible , and may God 
grant thee to avail thyself better of its contents than thou hast 
yet done < ’ She departed hastily, and os she reached the nest 
apartment, the tears rose to her tsjes so hastily that she was 
compelled to stop and use her kerchief to dry them * I expected 
not this,’ she said, * no more than to have drawn water from the 
hard flint, or sap from a withered tree I saw with a dry eye 
the apostacy shame of George Douglas — ^the hope of my son^s 
house, the child of my love , and yet I now weep for him who 
has so long lam m his grave — for bun to whom I owe it that 
his daughter can make a scoiflng and a jest of my name ^ But 
she 18 h%8 daughter; my hearty hardened against her for so 
many causes, r^ents when a glance of her eye places her father 
unexpectedly before me , and as often her ukenoss to that true 
dayghter of the house of Guise, her detested mother, has agam 
confirmed my resolution But die must not — must not die m 
my house, and by so foul a practice Thank God, the operation 
of the potion is slow, and may be counteracted * I will to her 
apartment once more But 0 < that hardened villam, whose 
fidelity we held m such esteem, and had such high proof of ' 
What miracle Ohn unite so much wickedness and so much truth 
in one bosom * ’ 

The Lady of Lodileven was not aware how far mmds of a 
ceitom gloc^y and determined cast by nature may be warped 
by a keen sense of petty injuries and insults, combinmg with 
the love of gam, and sense of self-interest, and amalgamated 
inth the crude, wild, and mdigested fanatical opinions which this 
man had gathered among the crazy sectaries of Germany, or 
how far the doctnues of fatalism, which he had embraced so 
decidedly, sear the human conscience, by representing our actions 
as the result of inevitable necessity 

During her visit to the pnsoner, Boland had communicated 
to Cathenne the tenor of the conversation he bad had with her 
at the door of the apartment The quick intelligence of that 
lively maiden instantly comprehended the outline of what was 
hclieved to have liappcned, but her prejudices burned her be- 
yond the truth 
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for haTing ^thstood her, allogixig in excuse tlmt the Queen 
had fallen into a heavy stumboi since she had broken her fast 
'She has eaten and 4^inken, then?* said the Lady of 
Lochleven 

‘ Suiely/ rephed the page, * according to her Grace’s ordinary 
custom, uidcss upon the fasts of the chinch ’ 

‘The jar,’ she said, hastily examining it, ‘ it is empty, drank 
the Lady ^laij the whole of this water ? ’ 

fA large part, madam, and I heaid the Lady Catherine 
Seyton jestingly npbraid the Lady Maiy Fleming with haring 
token more than a just slmre of uhat remain^, so that but 
htUe fell to her own lot ’ 

'And are they well m healthi’ said the Lady of Lochlcvcn. 
'Lady ileming/ said the page, 'complains of Icthaigy, and 
looks duller than usual, and the Lady Cathenno of Seyton 
feds her h^ somewhat more giddy than is her wont ^ 

He raised his voice a little as he said these words, to apprise 
the ladies of the part assigned to each of them, and not, perhaps, 
without the wish of conveying to the ears of Catherme the page- 
like jest which lurked m the aliotment 

'I will enter the Queen’s chamber/ said the Lady Loohlcven ; 
'my business is express/ 

As she advanced to the door, tho voice of Catherme Seyton 
was heard from within *No one can enter here, the Queen 
sleeps’ 

* 1 will not bo controlled, young lady,' replied the Lady of 
Lochleven , ‘there as, I wot, no inner bar, and I will enter m 
your despite ? 

‘Theie is, indeed, no inner bar/ answered Catherme, firmly, 
'but there are the staples where that bar should be, and into 
those staples have I thrust mine arm, like an anoestiess of your 
own, when, better employed than the Douglasses of onr days, 
she thus defended the bedchamber of her sovereign against 
muidorem Try your force, then, and see whether a Seyton 
cannot rival m courage a maiden of the house of Douglas * 

'I dare not attempt the pass at such nsk,’ said the Lady of 
Lochleven ‘Strange, that this princess, with all that justly 
attaches to her (\s blameworthy, should preserve such empire 
over the minds of her attendants * Damsel, I give thee my 
honour that I come for the Queen’s safety and advantage. 
Awaken her, if them lovest hei, and pray her leave that I may 
enter I will retire from the door the wdulst ’ 

'Thou wilt not awaken tho Queen?’ said the Lady Flemingi 
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' Whnt clioicG ha^ o c f ' said tho roady-'witted maiden, 'unless 
you deem it bolter to wait till tticLad^ LooMcvcn herself plajs 
lady of tho bedchamber Her fit of patience i\ill not Inst Jong, 
and the Queen must be prepared to meet her ' 

'But tbon n ilt bnng back her Groce’s fit by thus disturbing 
lien’ 

'Hca'vcn forbid < ’ replied Cathenne , 'but if &o, it mustpass 
for an oHbet of the poison I hope better things and that the 
Queen mil bo able ^hen she ^nkes to form bci own judgment 
in this terrible cnsis Mcunnlnlc, do thou, dear Lady Fleming, 
practise to look as dull and hea^y os tho alertness of thy spint 
uili permit’ 

CktUonuo kneeled by the side of the Queen’s bed, and, kiss- 
ing her hand repeatedly, succeeded at last m a^iakcning ^\ithout 
alarming licr She seemed surpnsed to find that she ^ as ready 
dressed, but sate up in her lied, and appeared no perfectly com- 
posed tliat CxtJionnc Seaton, siitbont farther preamble, judged 
it safe to inform her of the predicament in i^hich tlicy wore 
placed Man turned pale, and crossed hciself again and again, 
when she heard the imminent danger in which she had stood. 
But, like the Ulysses of Homer — <r 


Hardly waking yet, 

Sprung in liar mind tho momentaiy 

and she at once nndoretood her bituatioo, -Bith fl»o dangers and 
ad\aniAges that attended it , . , , . ^ ^ 

'We cannot do bettor,’ she said, after her lasfy conference 
Tilth Catherine, pressing her at tlie same time to herbomm, 
and kmng her foinhead — 'we cannot do *?,*®*^^ 

the sdicmc so happily devised tlw quick \iit Md 
tion Undo the door to tho I^vdy ^evm She ijdl 
her match m art, though not in peiMy 
the curfcim, and got thee behind it— thw “ 

uoman tlian an actress , do but breathe heaidy, rad, if 
■ftilt. eroau shgUtly, and it uill top thy part Hark' flioy 
come ® Nou.^thenno of Mcdicis, may thy ^t i^m me* 
for a cold northern brain is too blunt this ®“”® . . 

Ushered bj Cathenne Seyton. and steppi^ oo gt m sta 
could tho Lady Lochloven uas dioan into the a^^ 

uell confirm the uorat fears of her hostess 
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*Now, God foigive ns onr sins ' ’ said the Lady of Loci^von, 
foigotting hor pnde, and throwing hersolf on hw knoes by the 
Bide of the bed , ‘ it is too true — she is murdered . 

‘■ffho IB in the chambei f ’ said Mary, as if awi^ng 
a heavy sleep ‘Seyton, Jloming, where are you? 1 heard a 
Btiange voice Who vraits 1 Call CouiceDcs 

her memory is at Holyrood, though hjw l^y is at 
Loohleven Forgive, madam,’ continued the lady, if 1 call 
your attention to me I am Margaret Erskme, of the house of 
Mar, by marriage Lady Douglas of Loohleven . v 

*0, our gentle hratess/ answered the Queen, ‘who bath 
snob ciue of our lodgmgs and of our diet Wo cumber you too 
much and too long^ good Lady of Lochleven , hut we now trust 
your task of hospitably is wcUnigh ended ' -i i t j 

‘ Hd words go like a knife through my heart, said wio lAiay 
of Lodilcven ‘With a breaking heart, I pray your Grace to 
tell mo what is your ailment, that aid may be bad, if there bo 

yettimel* , .. 

^Nay, my aibnont,’ repbed the Queen, ‘is nothing worui 
tellmg, 01 worth a leech’s notiGo my limbs fed heavy my 
hoiu*t feds cold— a prisoner’s limbs and heart are rarely other- 
wise Fresh air, methiuks, and freedom would soon revive mo , 
but as the estates have oxdeied it, death alone can break my 


pnson doors ’ 

‘Wore it possible, madam,* said the lady, ‘ that yoor liberty 
could restore your perfect health, I would mysdf encounter 
the resentment^sf the Regent— of my son, Sir Wilbam — of my 
whole fhends, rather than you should meet your fate in thw 
casilof' 

‘Alas I madam,* said the Lady Fleming, who conceived the 
tune propitious to diow that her own address bad been held 
too lightly of , ‘ it is but trymg what good freedom may work 
upon us, for mysdf, I think a free walk on the greensward 
would do me much good at heart * 

The Lady of Lochleven lose from the bedside, and darted a 
penetrating look at the dder valetudinary ‘Are you so evil- 
diqiosed, l^dy Flemmg?* 

‘Evildispc^ mde^i madam,’ replied ihe court dame, ‘and 
more especially smee breakfast * 

‘Hdp 1 — bdp ( * exdaimed Catherme, an^dous to break off a 
oonveisation which boded her schemes no good — ‘ hdp ' I say 
— ^lielp * the Queen is about to pass away Aid hei, Lady Loch- 
loven, if you be a woman < * 
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Thb lady hastened to snppoit tho Qumi’s head, v^hiOy turn- 
lUg iici to^\Aids hci nith nunir of gn?it langiun^ i^xcldiuicd, 
'TJsaiik^ mj UoniCbt Lady of Loclilcrcn^ UDtm^^iduig 
Eomc p l 8 ^ngus bf late, 1 have uera idiscoastrucd or ziiisdcfubt<^ 
'vour aftebtion to otir Iiou^ It iras proved, as I h*iTe Beard, 
befoie I Tras boni ’ 

TliO Lady LocUeVen it|nung from the floor, du vhitB sBe 
had agabi kuelt, nud hftxang paced the ap^irtment m great dis- 
ordci, flung open the lattice, as if to gci air 

*XoTt, Our Lady foigiro &iid Cfirheniie to Ler§elf, 
^ hoTT deep roust tlio lore of &uoasm be implanted in the lueast^ 
of us aombu, since the Queen, ivjth all hot $ense> vill nsk ruin 
tathci than rciu in hoi wit ^ * She then adreuturod, stooping 
over the ^110011% persOHi to piess her arm with hoi hand, Mymg, 
lit the same tune *Foi God's sake, madam, restmiu ioutmIP 
'Thoit art too fonrardi iiwidcn* said the Queen; but im- 
mcdntelv added, lualowuhispw, ‘Forgiremci Cithenne, but 
wheni felt the hogs murderous luuds busy about my Bead ind 
ueck, I felt such "disgust and Bnticd that I must Bare said 
feomctliUig or died But I will be schooled to better hinour, 
Dulr see that thou let hei not touch me ^ r 

* Now, be praised * * said tlic Lady of Loddeteli Withdnw- 

in*^ hei head from tlie window, ‘the boat comes ns fist as Kiri 
and oar can send wood through mater It brings the lerch and 
n fcmnlo— beifenlnlv, from thenppeimne^ tlieieirponsou Iwis 
in quest of ^FerO she butwefl out of this castle, ujih our 
IvbubUT safe, I would that she were on tiife top of the wrid^t 
xuouutaiu in Norway , or I would I had beeii Aero mrself, ere 
I bad nudertaken tins trust « * ^ 

■\VliUe she thus etpicsscd herself, 

«uldb\r, Bolnhd Giaifflc, fioai tliebth«a, 
itic tliMlwh the tiatere of the lake, which ghdrf 
S®npSo and m foim He, too, seoSible tlirt at Je 

stem was seated tlie medical ch-unberlain, thd m his hhek 
Tdret cloak, and that hisown rehtnes, MogdalmOra^^ 

SgeSlo ScS tt\nSSce"^’W% 
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bdd, ahd talsba an oppoitnhity to TrbiBper to Boland^ *Me- 
thii^8| fiom the information of the threadbare velrbt cloak 
ahd the solemn beards there ironld be little trouble in haltcnng 
yonder ass Bat thy grandmother) Boland — ^thj grandmother’s 
zeal mil nim us, if she get not a lunt to dissemble * 

Boland, Tiithoat reply, glided tow aids the door of the apart- 
ment) crossed the parlouf, and safely entered the ante-bhamher , 
but when he attempted to pass farther, the woid * Back * BAcki’ 
echoed fiodi one to the other by two men armed with carabines, 
coiiTmccd him that the Lady of Loohlcven’s suspicionB had not, 
erbn in the imdst of her alarms been so for lulled to aleqi as 
to omit the precaution of stationmg sentinels on her pnsoners 
He was compelled, tbcicfbrc, to letum to the pailour, or audience- 
chamber; id which he found the lady of the costlc in conference 
with hbr learned leech 

*A thice With your cant phrase and your solemn foppery, 
Lundm/ in auch terms she accosted the mad of art, ‘ahd let 
mo know instantly, if thoU const tell, whether this lady hath 
swallowed aught tl^t is less than hholcsome ’ 

‘Nay, but, good lady — honoured patroness — ^to whom I am 
ahko bondsman m zny medical and official capacity, deal reason- 
ably dith me If this, zmne lilnstnous patient, Wdl not answer 
a question, saTing with sighs and moans ; if that other honouiv 
able lady will do nought but yawn in my face when I inquite 
after the diagnostics , and if that other young damsel, who I 

profess 18 a comely matdeh 

‘Talk not t(f me of comelmess oi of damsels/ said thb Lady 
^Lochleven; ‘Isay, arothey cvil-disposedl In one word, man, 
haye they taken poison — ay or no 1 ’ 

md&m,’ said the ledmcd leech, ‘are of yanous 
There is your animal poison^ as the Zqms manniAsi os 
mentioned by Dioscondes and Galen, there are minentl and 
soim-miu^l pmsoUB; as those compoundbd of sublimate re- 
gulus of imtimony, Titnol, and the araemcal salts , there are 
^ur |>oi6ons from lierhs and r^etables^ as the aqua cymha- 
lw», o^imn, aconitum, oanthande^ and the like, there are 

*NoW| out upon thee fot a learned fool* And I myself 
am no hotter for cxpectmg an oracle from such a log,’ said the 
iadyi 

^ ladyship huve patience If I knew 
What food they haye parfcdkmi of, or could see but tbe remnants 
of what th^ have last oaten j for ns to the external and internal 
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sjmpton^ I can discovm nought liko, for, os Galea soithm his 
boc(^ book J)e Anitdatu ^ 


* Away» fool * ’ eaid tlio lady ^ ‘ send me that bag luther ^ she 
shall avouch vhat it was that she hath given to the wtetch 
Di^fcsdalc^ or the piliuewinks and thombikms dudl wrench it 
out of her fingor-jomts t ’ 

'Art liath no euemy unless the ignorant^' said the mortihed 
doctoi f veiling, however, his leinark under the Latm veisiou, 
and stopping apart into a oomcr to \vatch the result 

111 a minute or two l^Iagdalon Greemo eutoied the apartment) 
dressed ns wo have desenbod her at the revelj but with her 
muffler tliiowii hock, and all affectation of disguise She was 
attended I7 two guards, of whose presence ^e did not seem 
even to bo conscious, and who followed her with an air of 
embarrassment and timidity, which was probably owing to their 
belief ui liei supoinatuml power, oouplod with the effect pro- 
duced by her bold and undaunted demeanour She confronted 
tho Ltidy of Lochle\cn,who seemed to endure with high disdain 
the Gonfidenoe of her air and manner 

'Wiotdicd woman*’ said the lady, after essaying foi a 
moment to bear her down, before she addressed her, by .the 


stately seventy of her look, ‘what was that powder wln ^tn ou 
didst give to a servant of this hoos^ name Jaqaer Diyfe^ 
dale, fcbftt ha might work out with it some alow imd secret 

vengeance? Confess its nature and pn^ertie^ or, by the honour 

of Douglas, I give thee to fire and stoke before the sun is 

Alas ' ’ said Magdalen Grieme m reply, ‘ snd ijlien beoaiM 
a Douglas or a Douglas's man so unftmislied of liis <» 
reveuM that ho should se^ them at the hands of a poor and 
Bohtovf womnnl The toaers m rrhich j<m 
into immtied graves yet stand fast on thw foundatos, me 
crmies i^ght m them have not yet hurst th^ vaulte aa^ , 
vour meu mvo stall their croas-bow% pistolet^ and 
^^ Syou seek to herbs or charms for tJie orecutaon of 


foul hag.' said the Lady of Lof 
i,ha?J^ Ipeatang to *00! ,Bnng Dryfesdale hitber. and 

let them he confronted jfogdaien 
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And while the Lady of Loohleren stood confounded at her 
boldness and at the reproach she hod cast upon herself, Mag- 
dalen Grrssaie strode past her into the bedohamber of the Queen, 
and, kneeling on the floor, made a salutation as if, in the 
Oriental fashion, she meant to touch the earth '^Mth her fore- 
head 

* Hail, Pnnccss * * she said—* hail, daughter of many a king, 
but giac^ above them all m that thou art called to suffer for 
the true faith ’ — had to thee, the pure gold of whose cnnra has 
been tned m the Beven-tunes-heated furnace of afSiction — hear 
the comfort which God and Our Lady send thee by the mouth 

of thy unworthy servant But first * and stooping her head 

she crossed herself repeatedly, and, still upon h^ knees, 
appeared to he rapidly reciting some formula of de\o1aon 

‘ Seize her and drag her to the massymore * To the deepest 
dungeon wi& the soiceress, vbhose master, the devd, could 
alone have inspired hei wilh boldness enough to msult the 
mother of Douglas in his own castle ^ ’ Thus spoke the m- 
censed Lady of Lochleven 

But the physician presumed to mterpose * I pray of you, 
boiDOured mad^, she be permitted to her course without 
mtermption Peradventure we shall learn somethmg ooncem- 
mg the nostrum she hath ventured, contrary to law and the 
rules of art^ to adhibit to these ladies, through the medium of 
the stevmrd Diyfes^e ’ 

* For a fool,’ replied the Lady of Lochleven, ‘ thou hast coun- 
selled wisely i will bridle my resentment till their conference 
be over ’ 

‘ God forbid, honoured lady,’ said Doctor Lundin, * that you 
should suppress it longer — nothmg may more endanger the 
frame of your honoured body ; and truly, if there be 'Witchcraft 
in this matter, it is held hy the vulgar, and even by solid 
authors on demonology, that three scruples of the ashes of the 
witch, when she hath been w^ and carefully burnt at a stake, 
is a grand cathoheon m such matter, even as they prescribe 
crmis earns reUndt — a hair of the dog that bit the patient — 
cases of hydrophobia I warrant neither treatment, bemg out 
of the regular practice of the schools , but, m the present case, 
there can be httle harm in trying the oondusion upon this old 
necromancer and qual^ksalver * Jiat esopervnieiitutnf as we say, 
tn corpare ink ’ 

*Peac^ fool I ’ said the lady, * she is about to speak ’ 

At that moment Magdalen Graeme arose from her knees, and 
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turned her coimtonanco on the Queen, at the same tune adrane- 
]ng her foot, extending her arm, and assuming the mien and 
attitude of a sybil m fron^* As hei grey 1 ^ floated back 
fiom beneath her ooif, and her ^e gleamed fixe fiom under its 
Bliaggy eyebiow, the effect of hei expressive, fhougb emaciated^ 
featuiGS ivas heightened by an enthusiasm appioachmg to 
insanity, and hei appearance struck mth ane all who 
picsont Her eyes foi a time ^ancod wildly aiound, as if seek- 
ing for something to aid her m collecting her powers of expres- 
sion, and hei lips hod a neivous and quivenng motion, os 
those of one who u'ould fam qieak, yet rejects as inadequate 
the uoids which pzesent tiiemselves Maiy herself caught the 
jufcotion as if by a sort of magnetic influence^ and nusing 
herself from hci bed, without being able to withdiaw hez 
eyes fiom those of Magdalen, uaited as if foi the oiado of a 
pythoness She uaitea not long, foi no soonm hod the 
* enthusiast collected herself than her gaze became intensely 
stcMidy, her featuioa assumed a determined oneigy, and when 
she began to speak the words flowed from her with a pipfuse 
ilucnoy which might have passed foi inspiration, and which, 
poibap^ 1^ heiself mistook fbi such 

' Aiise,' she said, ' Queen of ^!iance and of JSnglaud * Alosi^ 
lioness of Scotland, and be not dismayed, though the n^ of 
the hunters have onoiided thee ^ Stoop not to leign with the 
false onos, w horn thoa shalt soon meet in the field ^0 issue 
of battle 18 with the God of armies, but by battle thy pause 
diaU bo tiled Lay aside, then, the arts of lojvei mortal^ and 


assume those which become a queen > 


True defendei o! the 

only tiue faith, the armouiy of Heaven is opra to Aw ' 

ful daughter of the church, take the keys of St P^, to bmd 

and toToose * Boyal Pimcosa of the land, take the sword of 

St Paul, to smite and to sheai I Thcio is datfcn^ m thy 

dcstany, hut not m these towei^ not 

haughty nusfciess, ehall that destiny I» ^“sed la 

theWess may ciouoh to w 



holts and deepen her dungeons, they shall not ^ 

E element M gire thee its sssistimM ere thou ^ 
™ cEro the land shall lend its earthquakes. *e imtCT 

“to to «“ 1“ «'r'’r§f3S 3 

dwntototo iMnMOi wtoc too it bWI ooDtooio to p 
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thy captivity. Hear this and trcanble, all yo ’vrho fight against 
the light, for she says it to n’hom it hath been asamed ' ’ 

She was silent, and the astonished physician said, * If there 
vas ever an etietguTneney or possessed demoniac, m oiu days, 
thcie is a devil speaking with that woman^s tongue * * 

‘Practice,’ said the Lady of Loohlevcn, recoTciing hei snr- 
piise — ‘here is all piootice and imposture To the dungeon 
with her * ’ 

‘Lady of Lochleven/ said Maiy, arising from hei bed, and 
coming forward aith her wonted dignity, 'ere you moke arrest 
on any one m our presence, hcai me but one 'aoid I ha*\o 
done you some wrong 1 believed you pnvy to the mmderous 
purpose of your vasbcd, and I deceived you m suffering you to 
beheve it had taken ^Eect I did you wiong, Lady of Loch- 
lovon, for I perceive youi puiposo to aid me was sincere We 
tasted not of the liquid, nor mo now sick, save that wc 
languish foi our fiecdom ’ 

' It IS aA owed hke Maiy of Scotland,’ said Magdalen Grsemc , 
'and know, besides, that bod the Queen diained the draught to 
the dregs, it was harmless as the water from a sainted ^nng 
Trot^ ye, pioud woman,’ she added, addressing heisolf to the 
Lady of Lochleven, ' that I — I — ^woidd have been the wretch to 
put poison in the hands of a servant or vassal of the house of 
Lochleven, knowing whom that house contained 1 as soon would 
I have fuimshed ding to slay my own daughter * * 

'Am I thus beaided in mine owu castle said the lady, 
'to the dungeon ‘Mth hcr^ She shall abye what is due to the 
vendei of poisons and practisei of witchcrafts ’ 

' Yet hear me for on mstant, Lady of Lochleven,’ said Mary , 
‘and do you,’ to Magdalen, 'bo sxleut at my command Your 
stow aid, lady, has hy confession attempted my life and those 
of my household, and this woman hath done hei best to save 
them, by furnishing him with what was harmless, m place of 
the fatal drugs which he expected Methinks 1 propose to you 
but a fail exchange when 1 say I foigive youi vassal with all 
my heait, and leave vengeance to God and to his conscience 
80 that you also foigive the boldness of this woman in your 
presence , foi we trui^ you do not hold it as a enme ibat sbe 
substitute an innocent beverage fbi the mortal poison which 
was to have drenched our cup V 

'Heaven forefend, madam,’ said the lady, 'that I should 
account that a enmo which saved the house of Douglas fiom a 
foul breach of honour and hospitality i We have written to our 
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son touching our Tassol’s delict^ and ho must abide ius doom, 
TThioh will most likely bo doal^ Touching ^is uoman, her 
trade is damnable by Scripture, and is mortally putuslicd by the 
uise lauB of our ancestry she also must abide her doom.’ 

^ And bare I thenj’ said the Queen, ‘no claim on the house 
of Loohleven for the wrong 1 hove so nearly suffered within 
their walls 7 1 ask but in requital the life of a fmil and aged 
woman, whose brain, as yourself may judge, seems sommvhnt 
affected by yeans and suffeimg ’ 

‘ li tho Lady Mary,’ replied the infleTiblo Lady of Lodi- 
leyeu, ‘hath been menaced with mong in tlic house of 
Douglas, it may be regarded as some oompcns>ition that her 
complots have cost that house the e\ilo of a valued son ’ 
‘Plead no more foi me, my gracious soicreign/ said 
Magdalen Giaan^ ‘nor abase yourself to ask so much as a 
grey hair of my head at her hands I knou the nsk at which 
I served my church and my queen, and was eser prompt to 
pay my poor life as the ransom It is a conifoit to think that 
in slaying mo, or m restraining my freedom, or c>cn m injur- 
ing that single grey hair, tlic house wiiosc lionour she boasts 
so highly will have filled up the measure of their slianM by 
tlie breach of their solemn wntten assurance of snfotj ' And 
taking from hei bosom a papoi, she handed it to the Queen 
‘It is a solemn assurance of safety in life and limb, said 
Queen Mary, ‘with space to come and go, und^ the liiuid and 
wal of the oliamborlam of Kinross, granted to Magdalen 
Grreme. commonly called Mother Nicnoven, m consnlcratioii of 
her consenting to put herself, for the space ot 
hours, if required, within the iron gate of tho Castle of Loch- 

*^^^Tiave'' said the lady, tvoning to tho ohamhcrlam, 'hwn 

as ho can hL witness,’ rophed Doctor 

only like the pharmacopohst, wlio comiiounds the drugs afler 

the order of tlie mcdicincr’ 4 i„, 1 t Omt I 

‘I lemomber— I remember,’ answered tlio lady. Hit 

under onr wanant _ _ a - <4-i,n Tn^vof Lochlc'en is 

‘Koverthelcs8,’Baid the Queen, Hbo L^yoi 



THE ABBOT 


857 


never broken their safe-oondtiot| and ncm ‘vnll too deeply 
did they soffer by such a brcaclx of trusty exercised on them- 
selves -nrhen your Grace’s anoeator, the second James m 
defiance of the nghts of hospitality, and of his cmn vmitten 
assurance of safely, poniarded the \mye Earl of Donglos ^ith 
his ovm hand, and within two yards of the social board at 
which he had just befoie sat the King of Scotland’s honoured 
guest’ 

'Mcthmks’ said the Queen, oaielessly, *in consideration of 
so very recent and enormous a tragedy, which I think only 
chance some six- score years agono, the Douglasses should 
have shown themselves less tenacious of the company of their 
sovereigns than vou, Lady of Lochleven, seem to be ^ mine ’ 

' Xiot Bandal, said the lady, ‘ take the bag back to Kinross, 
and set her at 1^1 bberiy, disohaxgix^ her from our bounds m 
future, on peni of her bead And let your wisdom (to tibe 
cbamherloin) keep her company And fear not for your 
character, tWigh I send you m such comxmny , foi, granting 
her to he a witch, it would be a 'aaste of fagots to bum you 
for a wizard ’ 

The orcstfallon chamherlam was preparing to depart , but 
Me^dalen Grsem^ collectmg herself, ^as about to reply, when 
the Queen mteiposed, saying, * Good mother, we heartily thank 
you for your unfeigned zeal towards our person, and pray you, 
as our li^e voman, that you abstain from whatever may lead 
you into personal dao^ , and, further, it is our will that you 
depart without^ word of farther parley with any one m this 
castle For thy present guerdon, take this small reliquary , it 
was given to us by our uncle the Cardinal, and hath had the 
bene^cUon of the Holy Father himself, and now depart m 
peace and m silence For you, learned sir,* continued the 
Queen, advanemg to the doctor, who made his reverence in a 
manner doubly embarrassed, by the awe of the Queen’s pre- 
sence, which made him fear to do too httle, and by the appre- 
hension of his lady’s displeasuie, m case he should chance to 
do too much — *for you, learned sir, as it was not your fault, 
though surely our own good fortune, that we dia not need 
your skill at this tune, it would not become us, however 
mrcamstanced, to suffei our leech to leave us without such 
guerdon as we can offer ’ 

With these words, and with the grace which never forsook 
her, though, m the present ca8(^ there xmght lurk under it a 
little gentle ncBoule, she offered a small embroidered purse to 
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the chamberlam, ttilih extended hand and aiohcd hack, 
lus leaiued face stooping until a physiognomist might ha^o 
practised the metoposcopicol science upon it, ns seen from 
behind bet^ii\t Ins gambadoes, ^ms about to accept of tho pro- 
fessional zeoofflpen&e offeied by so fait as.vjel] ab illustrious an 
liond But the lady intorpc^ed, and, legaiduig the chambe^ 
lain, said aloud, *jS^o soi^ant of out house, without instantly 
lelinquishiug that oharaotei, and incumnguitlml our highest 
displeasure, bholl dare lecene any giutiuty at the hand of the 
Lady Miuy ' 

l^ly and slourly the chaiubeilaiii raised his depiossed 
statuie into tlie perpeudiculai attitude, and left the ap.utment 
dejectedly, followed by Magdalen Grtcuic, aftei, \iith mute but 
c^piossire gesture, she had kissed the robquniy uhich the 
Queen bad pieseuted her, and laising hci ckispcd liaudb and 
uplifted eyes towaids Heaven, had seemed to entreat i bcnc- 
diotion upon the royal dame As she left the castle, and uent 
touaids the quay nhoio the boat Iny, Boland Grounc. aiiMous 
to communicate uith her if possible, tlucu biinself m bci y^ny, 
and might have succeeded m cvcbonging a feu t\ordb Avith her, 
ns sho was guaided only by the dejcctM dmmberkiin 1111(1# his 
lialberdieis, but she seemed to ha\c taken, in Us most slncb 
«ind litcial acceptation, tlic command to bo silent uliich mic 
I iad lecciicd from tho Queen, foi, to the repeated signs of lier 
giandson, she only lophcd hy laying bci fingci on hci hj> 

Di Luiidin was not so leber^cd Bcgict foi the liaiirlsnuic 
gratuity, and for tlie compulsoiy task of self dJmal imw>*-cO on 
him, had giieved the s[>int of that worthy ofheer and learned 
mediBinei ‘E\eu thus, m}- fnoud,’ said ho^ wjiiecanp Ijio 
Wb hand aa he bade him faienelJ, ‘is ment ronanlcd J 
to cure this unhnppjr Indj , and J profess f 
the tiouble, foi, wy sihat they mil of her, "lie bath a 
siinaimr imnnei, a sacot loice, a gniuous Miiilc, and a nwl 
maie^ m ai o of her hand If she iias not poMned, sai, mj 

dei Mabtoi Roland, i\as that faidt of mine, I being iruIj to 
S K she had! and «o« I am 

‘.’'f /to 

pushed off from the shore, and uent metnlj acro^'- t le » 

uhiehuas dimpled by the summer Hind 

« See SBHioeed CowpiraO ee>*>'“‘ 




CHAPTER XXXm 

Death distaiit * Ro, alas * he's ever with us, 

And shakes the dart at ns in all our aotuigB 
He lurks iinthm om cap, ululc Wre m health , 

Sits by om sick-bed, mocks onr mediemes , 

"Wo cannot ^ralk, or sit, or nde, or tmicl. 

But Death is by to seize us urhen he lists 

The Spam^ Hziher 

From the agitating scene m the Queen’s pie&ence-chamber, the 
Lady of Lochleren retreated to her own apartment, and oidered 
the steward to he colled bcfoie hei 

*Have they not disarmed thee, DryfesdaloT she said, on 
seeing him enter, accoutred, as usual, with swoid and daggei« 

* No * ’ replied the old man , * how should they 1 Your lady- 
ship, when you commanded mo to ward, said nought of laying 
down my arms, and, I think, none of j-oiu menials, without 
youi order or your son’s, daie appioach Jasper Biyfesdale for 
such a purpose Shall I now give up my swoid to youi It is 
worth little no\*, foi it has fought fra jour house tin it is worn 
down to old iron, like the pantier’s old chippmg knife ’ 

* You have attempted a deadly crune — poison under trust * 
’Under trust — ^hem* I know not what your ladyship 

thinks of hut the world without thmks the trust was given 
you even for that very end , and you would hare been well off 
had it been so ended as I propos^, and you neither the worse 
nor the wiser’ 

’Wretch exclaimed the lady, ’and fool as well as villam, 
who could not even execute the enmo ho had planned ^ ’ 

*I hid as fair for it as man could,’ rephed Dxyfesdale *I 
went to a w omon — a witch and a Papist If I found not poison, 
It was because it was otherwise predestmed I tned fair for it , 
hut the halfdoue job may he clouted, if you will ’ 

’ ViUam * I am even now about to send off an express mes- 
senger to my son, to take order how thou sbouldst he disposed 
of Pieparo thyself fob death, if thou cauet ’ 


f 
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'He tliat looks on death, lady/ answered Diyfcsdal^ 'as 
that Yhich he may not diun, and winch has its own fixed and 
Gcitain hour, is evei prepaid foi it He that is hailed in 
Ihlay Mill eat no fiaunos in nudsummer-^eo there is the moan 
made foi the old serving-man But whom, piay I, send you on 
so fair an errand?’ 


'There Mill he no lack of mossenger^’answered his mistress 
'By my hand, bat theze a ill,’ reph^ the old man '3 our 
castle IS but poorly manned, oonsideimg the watches that you 
most keep, having this ohazge There is the waid^ and two 
others whom yon discarded for tampermg with Mast^ Gcoigo, 
then for tho wardci’s tower, the bailie, the donjon — firemen 
mount eadi guard, and the lest must deep foi the most port 
m then clothes To send away another man were to harass 
tho sontuiels to death— unthrifty misuse for a housdxold To 
take m new soldiers were dangerous, the chaige requinng tned 
men I seo but one thmg foi it I will do youi errand to Sir 
William Douglas myself * 

'That weie indeed a resource • iuad on what day within 
twenty years would it be done?’ said the lady 

'JBhron with the speed of man and horsef’ said Diyfesdylo, 
‘foi though I caie not much about the latter days of an old 
sernug-man’s hfe, yet I would like to know as ^ as may be 
whether my neck is mine own or the , , 

'HoldcstthouthyowTihfesoIightly? ^dihelady 

'Else I h^ locked more of that of others said the pr^ 
dostmaiwn ’What is death? it is but oewuig to live And 
what 18 hvmg? a weaiy return of light a^ da^n^ 
and waking, being hungered and eating Your d^ 
neithei candle nor can, neither fire nor feathei>^ , and the 
'liner’s cheat serves hipi foi an eternal in^o jerkm 

'Wretched man * believest thou not that after deal^ comes 

*^°S^°^uored Dryfcsdole, ‘as my mistress, I 
disnnte words, but, as spintuidly speakroa yo^o still 

for as wos well shown to me by that gifted 

Nicdaus ^hoferbaoh, who ^SwhicS 

of Munster, ho conn" sm who doth but execute toai. 

Mr, to ^ ” 

mtmatlir'Maiiirf pratopWto top lw.to 
Thou hast been long the serrant of our house 


t 
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‘The bom servant of the Douglas ^ they have had the best 
of me I served them since I left Lo^erbie I ivos then ten 
years old, and you may soon add the threescore to it ’ 

^ Thy foul attempt has miscarried, so thou art guilty only 
in intention It were a deserved deed to hang thee on the 
^sarder's tower, and yet, in thy present min^ it were but 
giving a soul to Satan I take thine offer, then Go hence , 
here is my packet , 1 will add to it but a Ime;, to desire him to 
send me a faithful servant or two to complete the gamson 
Let my son deal with you as he will If Ihou art wise, thou 
wilt make for Lockerbie so soon as thy foot touches dry land, 
and let the packet find another hearer, at all rates, look it 
miBcames not ’ 


'Nay, madam,' replied he, 'I was horn, as I said, the 
Douglas’s servant^ and 1 will be no corbie-messonger in mine 
old age your message to your son shall be done as truly by 
me os if It concerned another man’s neck. I take my leave of 
your honour ’ 

The lady issued her commands, and the old man femed 
over to the diore, to proceed on his extraordinary pilgnm- 
ago It 18 necessary the reader should accompany on his 
journal which Frovidence had determmed should not he of 
long duration 


On arriving at the village, the steward, although his disgrace 
had transpired, was readily accommodated with a horse, by the 
chamberlain’s authority, and the roads being by no means 
.esteemed safe, •he associated himself with Auchtermuohty, the 
common comei, m order to travel in his company to Edmbmgh. 

^0 worthy waggoner, according to the established custom 
of tul earner^ stage-coachmen, and othei persons in such public 
authonly, from the carhest days to the present^ never wanted 
good msras for stoppmg upon the load as often as he would 
and the place which had most captivation for him as a restmg- 
placG was a change-house, as it was tenned, not veiy distant 
from a romantic dell, well known by the name of Keiry Craigs 
Attractions of a kind very different from those which arrested 
tjieprogicss of John Auchtermuchty and his warns still con- 
tinue to hover round this romantic spot, and none has visited 
Its ycini^ without a desire to remain long and to return soon 
favourite -how^ not all the authonty of 
^esdal^ mudi dummrfied mdeed by the rumours of his dis- 
could prevail on the earner, obstinate as the brutes 
which ho drove, to pass on without his accustomed halt, for 
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Tfliibh tho distance ho had travelled funnshed little or uo pte* 
tonce Old Keltic, the landlozd, irho has bestowed his name 
on a bndgo m tho neighbonrhood of his quondam dwellmg, 
received tlio earner with his usual festive ccmdiahfj, and ad- 
journed with him into the housei under pretence of important 
business, which, I believe, consisted m their emptying together 
a mutchkin stoup of usquebaugh ’While the worthy host and 
Ins guest were thus employed, the discaided stewa^, with a 
double portion of motoseness in his gesture and look, walked 
discontentedly into the kitchen of the places which was occupied 
but by one guest The stranger w as a shght figuic^ scarce above 
the age of boyhood, and m the dress of a pag^ but beaimg an 
air of haughty aristocratic boldness and oven insolence, m his 
look and manner that might have made Dxyfesdale oonclude ho 
had pictensions to supenoi rank, had not his experience taught 
him how fiequently tlicso ans of sttpenonty were Assumed by 
tho domestics and military retamers of the Scottish nobility 
^The pilgnm’s moimng to you, old sir,* said the youth, *3011 
tome, as I think, fiom LoeWoveu Castle AThatnews of ow 
bonny Queen f A fanei dove was nevei pent up m so wretched 
a dovecot * * 

‘They that sbeok of Lochleien, and of those whom its walls 
contain,* answered Di^fwdnlc^, 'qaeak of what couomns ^e 
Douglas, and they who q)oafc of what conccnis the Douglas 

do it at then iienl'* , , t j 

♦Do YOU spe^ from fear of them, old mauj or would 30U 

make a quand for themi I should have deeimed ywlr age 

might ha\fe oboled yom blood * 

® Nc\er, while there are empty-pated coxcombs at each earner 

^ ^^e'lMghtrf tiiy grey bans keeps mme cold,* said tho boy, 
who had nseu up and now sat down again - „ ^ 1 

♦ It 18 well foi thee, or I had cooled it with tto hoUy ^ 
lenbrf the stetiaid ‘I think thou be'st one of 
wklers who brawl in alo-boUses And taverns, and who, it 
Mrnrdft wme uikes. and oaths weie Andrew Fetraras, would s^ 
SB.bjto » ,«. i»d »» »« »^ «» 

«» rt 'Si ■** 

thee the^faoe, thou a proper 

•St Bennet of S^'’ echoed 

■(rdmmt is St Bonnet’s^ to ddU*® 

the SeytMis' I WJ« ai«st thee as a tnutor to an»s 
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and the good Begent Ho ^ John Anobtermuchty, rai&c aid 
against the kmg^s tiaitor ^ * 

So sajiug^ ho laid Ins hand on the youth’s collar, and diow 
Ills 8\(om John Auohtcrmuchty looked in, but, seeing the 
iistkod 11 capon, ran faster out than he entered Keltic, the 
landlord, stood by and helped neither pait^, only exclaiming, 
^Gentlemen * — gentlemen * for the \o\ e of Heaven * ’ and so forth 
A struggle ensued, in hioh the young man, chafed at Dn fes- 
dalo’s holdnci^ and unable, iMtii tlie ease be expected, to extri- 
cate Inmbclf from the old man’s determined gmsp, dteu liib 
dagger, and, \nth the speed of light, dealt him three wounds in 
the bieast mid body, the least of nbich was moital The old 
man sunk on the ground with a deep gioan, and the host set 
up a piteous cxclamatiou of suipii&c 

U^caee, ye hatvluig hound ' ’ said the wounded stci^ard , *aic 
dnggci-stal^ and dymg men such imitics in Scotland that you 
should ciy as if the house ^cre falling? Youth, I do not foi- 
gh c thee, foi thcie is nought betw i\t us to foigt\ c Thou host 
done i\hat 1 ha\c done to moic tlian one , and I sufToi ubat 1 
ha\c seen them suffer it was all ordained to be thus and not 
oUicrwjsc But if thou nouldst do mo right, thou wilt scud 
fins packet safely to the hands of Su William of Douglas , and 
SCO that my memoiy stifTor not, as if I would ha\c loitered on 
mine ciraud for fear of life * 

The }outh, whose passion liad subsided the instant he had 
done the deed, listened with s^mpithy and utteutiou, when 
nuothet persofi, mtifScd m his cloak, cntcied Uic apartment^ 
and cTchumcd — * Good God * Diy fesdal<^ and expiring ’ * 

* Ay, and Diy fcsdalo would that he had been dead,’ aiiswcicd 
llie wounded m*m, *r.ithcr than that his oars had heard the 
words of the onl} Dougtis that cier was false, but ;;^ct it ih 
K ltei as it IS Good my umrdcrci, and the icst of j'ou, stiiid 
back a little, and let me speak witli this unhappy apostate 
Kttoel down byme, Mastei Gcoigc You ha\c heard that I 
failed in m^ attempt to take nwa^ that Maibitish stumhling- 
block Sind hci letimic? I ga%c them that winch I tliought 
would Imc rcmoicd the tcmptitionout of tin |xith, and tins 
tnnunh I had othoi icisoiis to show to tli} mother and other*, 
1 did chiefly juiipwc for lo\o of thee ’ 

*roi the lo^e of me* bisi poi'^ner** aus\serod Douglas, 
"wftuldst thou ha\c committed so horrible^ so nupro%okcd a 
murder, end mentioned my name with it^’ 

‘And ^dicrefolc not, George of Douglas?’ answered Dryfcir 
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dnlc *Bicath ib now scarce ititli mO; bnt I %fould spend mj 
last gasp on this argument Host tbou not, despite tho honour 
tliou micst to tliy parents, the faith that is due to tihj rehigioi^ 
the truth that is due to king, been no cained mar by the 
charms of this beautiful sorceress that thou wouldist hare 
her to cs&ipo from her pnson-hoiisc, and lent her thine 
arm agnni to obccnd the throne, nliich she had made a xilaco of 
<ibomniiition ? Na>, stii not fiom mo — mj liand, though fast 
HtifToiung, has ict force enough to hold thee Wbnt dost thou 
•iim nt--*to ned tins nitch of Scotland? I naimnt tbc(^ thou 
majst succeed her hcait and Jiand have been oft iion at a 
chenpoi rate than thou, fool that thou art, Mould think thjsolf 
IvLpps to But, should a sci vant of tlij fathez^s house has c 
hooii tlicc cmbmcc tho fate of the idiot Damlcy, or of the rillain 
Botha oil — the fate of tlio murdered fool, or of the Iinng pimte 
•^aiitlc an ounce of ratsbane Mould hare ws’ed thcer 

'Think on God, Dxyfcsdale,' said George Douglas, 'and laivo 
the uttoiAiicG of tliose honors Bepent if thou const, if not^ 
at least bo silent Seyton, aid mo to support this dying 
uratcli, that ho may compose himself to better thought^ if it 

be possible ' « . r ^ i « 

'Sc\ ton f ' ausMcrcd tho dsmg man— 'Styton J Is at by a 
Soylon^s baud that I fall at lost ? Tliero is something or^- 
bution in that, since tlic house had n^h lost a sisto ^ W 
deed ’ Fixing his fading eyes on tho joutli, be adde^. Ho 
hatli hci ^civ features and presenee * Stoop doMu, youth, ana 
let me see tlw closer I Mould know tbco Mben mo meet in 
vondcr m orld, for liomicidcs m ill herd together tbeie, mad I have 
been one ' Ho milled Soyton*s face^ m spito If 

closci to hw OMii, looked at him fiscdly, imd 
bcffun young , thy caicer Mill bo tlio bnofor— ay, tbou Milt bo 

nicTMith, and that anon, a j’oung 

Matercd Mith an old man’s blo^ 

Strange turns of fate,’ ho muttered, cei^ng to ndd^ S^. 

' iSned Mhat I could not do, and ho has done J® M 
not pcrahancc design Wondroiu^ that mir m ill ^ 

oppose Itself to the strong and nncontroUablc 
t&St MO should Btnxo Muth the stream MgW dtjt 

Mith tho cuircnti W will serve me 

farther I would l^offortach ^hnntt St Foic- 
on a course which the ^c^cl can He 

Moll, George of Douglas , I die trae to Ay 
foil into couvulsioPB at those Mords, and ahorUj 


I 
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Seytozi aod Douglas stood looking on the djmg maHi and 
xrhen the scene was closed, the fonner was the fbst to speak 
*As I live, Dougl^ I xneant not this, and am sorry, but he 
laid hands on me, and compeQed me to defend my freedom, as 
I best imght, withmy dagger. If he were ten tames thy fnend 
and follower, I can but say that I am sorry * 

blame thee not, Seyten,’ said Dougl^ Hbough 1 lament 
the chance There is an overruling d^iny above us, though 
not m the sense m which it was viewed by that wretcdied man, 
who, broiled by some foreign mystagogue, used the awful word 
as the ready apology for whatever he chose to do. We must 
examme the parget ’ 

They withdrew into an inner loom, and remained deep in 
consultation, until they were disturbed by the entrauce of 
Eleltie, who, with an embarrassed ooimtenanoe, asked Master 
George Douglas’s pleasure lespeoting the disposal of the body 
'Your honour knows,’ he added, 'that I m^e my bread by 
livmg men, not by dead carpses , and old Mr Diyfeadale, who 
was but a sorry customer while he was alive, occupies my 
public room now that he is deceased, and can neither call for 
ole nor brandy.’ 

'Tie a stone round his neck,’ said Seyton, 'and when the 
sun is down, have him to the Loch of Ore, heave him m, and 
let hun alone for findmg out the bottom ’ 

' Under your favour, sir,’ said George Douglas, 'it shall not 
bo so Heltie^ tbou art a true fdlow to me, and thy havmg 
been so shall’ advantage thee Send or take the body to the 
chapd at Scotlaud Well, or to the church of Ballingry, and 
tdl what tale thou wilt of his havmg falleu m a brawl with 
some unruly guests of thine Auchtermnebty knows not els^ 
nor are the times so peaceful as to admit dose loo^g mto such 
accounts ’ 

' Nay, let him tell the truth,’ said Seyton, ' so far as it harms 
not our scheme Say that Henry Seyton met with ban, my 
good fellow I care not a brass boddle for the feud ’ 

'A feud with the Douglas was ever to he feared, however,’ 
said George^ dii^leasure mingling with bi& natural deep gravity 
of manner 

'Not when the best of the name is on my side,’ r^hed 
Seyton 

'Alas I Henry, if thou meanest me, I am but half a Dou^os 
in this empruse — half head, half heart, and half hand But I 
will think on one who can never be forgotten, and be all or 
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moro than any of my ancc*5tor8 vna evor Keltic, say it xros 
Hcni} So}ton did tnc deed, but bonan^ not a 'word of mc^ 
Let Auchtcnnudity catt} this pocket (\|hich he hod rescaled 
with Ins own signet) to my father at ^inbuigh, and hero is 
to pay for tho funeral expenses and thy loss of custom ' 

'And the washing of tho floor/ said the landlord, 'whidi 
mil bo nn oxtmordinuTy job, for blood, tb^ say, will scarcely 
G^crolcaiisoout' 

'But as for }our plan,' said Gcoigo of Douglas, addressing 
Seaton, as if zii continuation of what they had been before 
treating of, ' it has a good face hut, under jour faxour, you 
Aic yourself too hot and too joung, bc^des other reasons which 
arc much against jour playing tho part you propose ' 

'SVo will consult tlio father abhot upon it^’ said the youth 
'Do jou ndo to Kinioss to*nxght?’ 

'Ay, 60 I purpose,' answered Douglas, 'the night will ho 
dark, and suits a muffled man ^ Keltic, I foigot, there should 
ho a btone bid on that man's grave, recording his name, and 
iiis only mcni^ which was being a faitliful servant to the 
Douslas ' 

'Wiat religion was the man of^' said Seyton, 'he used 
words 'wluoh made mo fear I have sent Satan a subject before 

Ins time ' ^ ^ n n 

*I can tell joii httlo of tlint/ said George Douglra, 'ho ^s 
noted for disliking both Rome and Geneva, and spoke of lights 
lie bad learned among the fierce sectaries of Lowoi Ge^ny, 
im enl doctnno it was, if we judge by the fniifs ^ keep 
lib from probiunptuously judging of Heax on s secrets 

‘Amen*’ said the young Seyton, 'and from meeting any 

encounter this evening ' , ^ 

‘ It IS not tliy wont to pray sc^’ said Geoigc Dragbs 
•No' I lea« that to you,’ replied the 
are seized vith scruples of hlXrf 

Butl Tvould fain have this old 
mine ere I shed mom I ^ill 

I trust to haTO light penance for nddmg tlM earth of su^ a 
mSSint Alli™foris,thathcM«snotasc^7«f^ 
yTjungcr He drew stool first, ho^mver, that is one comfort 
* Bee IS'ate 23 




CHAPTEE XXXIT 

Ajr, Pedro Come yea here intb mask and kmtem. 

Ladder of ropes ana other moonshine tools ^ 

youngster, thou mayst cheat the old dnetma, 

Flstto the uraiting-womon, bnbe the Tslet , 

But knouv that I her father j^y the gryphon, 

Tameless and sleepless, proof to fraud or onhe. 

And guard the hidden treasure of her beanty. 

PAe jS);KRuh Father, 

The tenor of our tale camea us back to the Castle of Lock- 
leven, where wre take up the order of events on the same 
remarkable day on \rhich Dxyfesdale had been dismissed from 
the castle It was past noon, the usual hour of dinner, jet no 
preparations seem^ made for the Queen’s entertamment 
Mo^ herself had retired mto her own apartment, where idle 
was oloadj engaged m wntmg Her attendants were together 
in the presence^amber, and much disposed to speculate on 
the delay of the dmner , f6r it may he recollected that their 
breakfast bad been mternipted ‘ I beheve m my oonsoience,’ 
said the page, 'Uiat, having found the poisoning scheme 
miscarry, by having gone to the wrong merchant for their 
deadly ware^ they are now about to try how famme will work 
npon us ’ 

Lady Henung was somewhat alarmed at this surmise, but 
comforted hersdf by observing, that the chimney of the kitchen 
bad reeked that wlmle day m a manner which contradicted the 
supposition GatbenneSeyton presently exclaimed, * They were 
beanng the dishes across the courts marshalled by the Ld<^ 
Lochleven herself, dressed out m highest and stidest 
with her portlet and sleeves of Cyprus, and her huge old- 
fashioned farthmgale of enmson velvet ’ 

*I believe, on my word,’ said the pag^ approaching the 
window also^ * it was in that very fartbingde that she capti- 
vated the heart of gentle King Jamie, which procured our poor 
Queen her precious bai]^un of a brotber/ 
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* That may hardly be^ blaster Roland,* ansireno) tlic Lady 
Ploming, who was a great recorder of the clmngc& of f i*<hio», 
'since the farthingales came firiit in ^hen the Qaeon Rc^ml 
went to St Andrea^ after the battle of Pinkie, and nm then 
called verlu-gafdtm ’ 

She would have proceeded farther in tliib important di% 
cussion, but was lutciniptcd by tJic entmticc of tlie Lndyof 
Lochlcvon, who preceded the sonants lieinng the di**hos nn >1 
formally dischnr^ the dut\ of tasting c.ich of them 1 adi 
Plemmg regrett^, in courtly phiuse, that the Lidy of 
lovon should haic undertaken so tronblesorno nil otlice 

'After tlio strange incident of thib day, jimdnni/ Kiid the 
lad}*, ' it IS ncccssaiy for m} honour nnd that of nn son tint 
I partake whatevci is oficred to iny mioluntaij* jG^nest Phase 
to inform tlio Lid} ifai} that T attend her comm.iiids ' 

*Hei Jlajcstj,* icphed Lwlv Fleming, lutli due era^llln«ll^ on 
the word, ‘shall be informed tluit the LidyJjocliloen wnili* 
Jifai^ appeared instantly, and ndda'bbod her hostess with 
coiirtes}, which o\cn appro ichcd to somctliing wore conlrd 
'This IS nobly done, Lndy Lochicieii/ she kikI. ‘for, thou{;h 
we ourselves apprehend no danger under }oiir iwif, oiir lndn*» 
have been much oJamieil b} tins moni»ig*'i clianoe, nnd mir 
weal will be the inoro cheerful forionr iiic^enccand usstirmce 


Pleaso }Ou to sit down ' , , i 

Tlie I>aily Lochloscn olK?}ed the (Jurtiis «imin.infK and 
RoLukI performed thcofliceof c'lrwawl afleiidant asnsii/d 
But notwithsUiu^ug what the Queen hul <*Avl, the itkmI was 
silent and unsocial , nnd e\cry effort which Mur} made to txciio 
some cou\crsatioii died nwu} under the hidemn and chill ivpli^ 
of the Lad} of LocIile\cn At length it l>ocnino plmii lint tlu* 
Ottcen, wlio hod considered 1110*10 adianrcs us a (Hwadi^ieuMon 
on her pirt, and who piqued hciself pisth on her iviwe^ 01 
pleasing; became oftcndeil at the , 

\tler looking iMtli a siginri&int glance at I-idj l‘ 1 inuiij« «mj 
Catboniie, she shghtlj slmigncd 

silent A mneo cn<-nod, at the end of nhicli tin l.idi I mU ^ 
s^ko-M Ficciie, madam. J am a check on the m.rth O! i_^ 
fmr cnnimm. I prUV \OU tO IJCCUH* lllO, 1 UJU » 
alone here m n most 

son. betniycd h) my tenant, I am htllc 'sori.hj «'i 1 

Z do me n. oflbnng me « scat at jonr table, id.rn I n n 
tlmt n.t and F^st.mc are mmallj exjK^Usi fmm 


guests * 


I 
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*!£ tlie Lady Lochleyen is scnou^’ said the Queen *Tre 
ivondei by x^bat simplicity she expects our picsent meals to be 
seasoned ^vlth mirth If she is a \ndovr, she lives honoured 
and uncontrolled at the head of hei late husband's household 
But I know at least of one vndo\iod \ioman lu the world befoie 
wliom the words “ desertion ” and betrayal ” ought never to be 
mentioned, since no one has been made so bitterly acquamted 
with ibeu import’ 

* 1 meant not, madam, to remmd you of yom znisfortuncs by 
the mention of mine,’ answered the Lady Lochlcveu, and theie 
was again a deep silence 

at length addiessed Lady Fleming **VVc can commit 
no deadly sms here, ma henne^ whcie we aie so well waidod 
and look^ to , but if wc could, this Carthusian silence might 
be useful as a kind oi penance If them hast adjusted my 
wimple amiss, my Fleming, oi if Cathenne hath made a wry 
stitch in liei bioidory when she was thmking of somethmg 
else than her work, or if Roland Oncme hath missed a wild 
duck on the wing, and broke a quarrell-pane of glass in the 
tuiiet wmdow, as chanced to him a week sincc,aiow* is the time 
- to tlank on >oui ems and to icpcnt of them ’ 

* Madam, I speak w^th all mveicnce/ said the Lady Loch- 
Icvon , * but I am old, and claim the privilege of age Methinks 
your followers might find fitter subjects for repentance than 
the tnilcs you mention, and so mention — once more, I crave 
your pardon — as jf you jested \nth an and repentance both ’ 

‘You have been oui tastei, Lady Lochleven/ said the Queen, 
‘I perceive you would dee out your duty with that of our 
father confessor, and smee you choose that our conversation 

should be senous, may I ask you why the Regent’s piomisc 

smee your son so stjlcs himself — has not been kept to me 
m that lespcctl From time to tune this promise liaa been 
renewed, and as constantly broken Mctbinks those who pre- 
tend themselves to so much gravity and sanctity should not 
debar from others the i eligious succours which their consciences 
icquiro ’ 

‘Madam, the Eail of ^[urray \\as indeed weak enough,’ said 
the Lady Loc]ilc\cn, ‘to give so fai way to your unhajipy pro- 
judices, and a idigionei of the Pope presented himself on his 
part at our toan of Kinross But the Douglas is lord of his 
OTO ca&tlc, and ^nll not permit his threshold to be darkened, 
no, not foi a single moment, "by an emissatr belonging to the 
Bishop of Rome ’ 

XI 
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^Metlimks it weio Vi<A\j then/ said Mniy, *tbat my Loid 
B^ent xirould send me where theio is less scmple and moro 
chanty ' 

*In this, madam/ answered the Lady Loddoven, ‘you mis- 
take the nature bodi of chanty and of religion Chant} givcth 
to those who aio m deluium ^ medicaments which may a^ail 
thoir healthj hut lefuscs those enticing cates and hquoxs which 
please the palate but aimmont the disease ' 

‘This your chanty, I^dy Loohle\en, is puic cniclly under 
the hypocntical disguise fnondly care I am oppressed 
amongst you os if you meant the destruction both of my body 
and soul , but Heaven will not endure such iniquity fm ever, 
and they who are the most active agents lu it may speedily 
expect then reward * 

At this moment Bandal entered the apnrtmeni^ witih a look 
so much perturbed that the Lady Fleming uttered a faint 
scream, the Queen was obviously startled, and the Lady of 
Loohleven, though too bold and proud to eMUCO any marked 
aigiis of alarm, asked hastily what was the znattei 

‘Dr^es^e has been slam, madam/ was tlie reply— ‘mm- 
dered os soon as he gamed the diy land by young Master Hcniy 


‘Has 
the lad3’s 


Seyton ' 

It was now Cathenne’s tom to start and grow pale 
the murderer of the Douglas’s vassal escaped?' was th 

‘ T^re was none to challenge him but Old Kdtio and the 
camel Auohtexmuchty/ replied Bandal, ‘ imlikely men to stay 
one of the fraokest youths m Scotland of his yoora, and who 
was sure to have fnends and partakers at no great distance 
‘Was the deed completed?’ said the lady 
‘Done, and done thoroughly/ said Bandal aSoyton seldm 

stnkestwice But the body was not despoiled, and your h^^^ 

of aqoavito to put the ftight out of hw head, and rm deeps 

them off hesido his cartftirers’ fri,*nnpi.n 

Than uas a pause •ahon this fatal tale uas told The V 
aud Lady Dougfc looked on each otlwr, ns if ca^ \i,o 

deluded Papists,’ said Lady Lochleven 
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madam,’ leplied the Queen, ’say rather you see the 
dcsGired ]u<^^ment of Hcavexi upon a Calnnistical poisoner ’ 

’ Bryfesdale \vas not of the Church of Geneva or of Scotland,’ 
said the Lady Lodilevon, hastily 

‘He vas a heretic^ however,’ replied Maiy ‘Theic is hut 
one true and unemng guide , the others lead alike mto error ’ 
‘Well, madam, I trust it will reconcile you to your leticat 
that ths deed shows the temper of those uho might wish you. 
at hherty Bloodthirsty tyrants and cruel mau-qucllers are 
they all, from the Clan Ilanald and Clan Tosach m the north 
to the Fermeherst and Boccleuch in the south, the muidermg 
l^ytons m the east, and 

‘Mettunks, madam, you forget that I am a Seytonl* said 
Cathenn^ withdrawing her kerchief from her face, which was 
now cdoured with indignation 

‘If 1 had foigot fair mistae&s, your forward heanng would 
have remmded me,’ said Lady Lochleven 

‘ If my hiothei has slam the villam that would have poisoned 
Ins sovereign and his sister,’ said Catherine^ ‘I am only so far 
sorry that he should have spared the hangman his proper task 
Fo 5 aught fuxtbei, had it been the best Douglas m the land, he 
would have been honoured m f^mg hy the Seyton’s sword ’ 
‘Farewell, gay mistress,’ said the l^y of I^dhleven, rising 
to withdraw, ‘it is such maidens as you who make giddy- 
fashioned revellers and deadly brawlers Boys must needs nse, 
forsooth, m the grace of some spnghtly damsel, who thinks to 
dance through me as through a French galbard ’ She then 
made her reverence to the Queen, and added, ‘Do you also^ 
madam, f^ you well till curfew time, when I will make, per- 
chance more hold than welcome in attendmg upon your supper 
board Gome with me, Bandal, and teU me more of this cruel 
fact’ 

‘’Tis an. extraordinary chance,’ said the Queen, when she 
had departed, ‘and, viUom os he wac^ I would this man had 
been spared tune for repentance We will cause something to 
he done for his soul, ri we ever attain oiir liberty, and the 
church will permit such grace to an heretic Bul^ tell me, 
Cathenne, ma fntffnonne — this hrotbei of thme, who is so 
“ frock,” os the fellow called him^ hears he the wonderful 
likeness to thee as formerly V 

‘ If your Grace means m temper, you know whether I am so 
frack as the serviug-man jqioke him ’ 

‘Nay, thou art prompt enough in all reasonable conscience’ 
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rophod the Qiicon , * but tisou nit mj own darling notwithstand- 
ing But I meau^ is this thy tnin-brothei as Iiko theo in forxn 
and fcfttuios ns formerly? I icmomboi thy doai mothei alleged 
It ns a iGARon for destining thee to the veil that> were ye both 
to go nt Inrgc^ thou wouldst suidy get the credit of some of thy 
biothci’s xnnd pranks ' 

* I hchovei madam/ said Gatiieniic^ Hhere are some unusually 
simple people otou yet who can hai^y distiiiguish betivixt \\% 
especially when, for divoi^ion's sako^ my biotbei hath taken a 
female dress,' and, as she spoke, she gave a quick gloneo at 
liolnnd Giromc, to whom this conveisation conve^od a ray of 
light welcome ns e'sei sticomod into tlie dungeon of a captive 
tluough tlio door wdnoli opened to give him freedom 

*Hc must bo a handsome cavahei this biother of thine, if ho 
bo 80 like }ou/ replied Mniy *Ho was m France, I thmk, fbr 
these late ycai^ so that I saw' bun not at Holyiood * 

^His looks, madam, haAC uevci been much fonnd fault with/ 
answered Oathei me i^ton, *butIwoald he had less of that 
nngry and heady spirit w hich oril times hn-\ e encouraged amongst 
oui young nobles God knows, I grudge not his hfc in ycrar 
Giaco’s quarrel, and love him for the willingness with wmolf he 
labouxs foi yonr lescue But wheiefore diould he brawl with 
All old luffianly servxng-man, and stam at once his name wiUi 
such a bioxl and his hands with the blood of an old and ignoble 


‘Nay, bo pationt, Catherme; I will not h%vo thee traduce 
my gallimt yonng knight With Heniy foi my kmgh^ and 
Eola^ Grromo for my trusty squire, methmte 
pnneoss of lomnuce, uho may shordy set at defiauoe 
Lugoons and the nenpons of all wicked ^erers my 

head aches with the agitation of the day Ta^ ^ nZ 

nutmiea, and lesumo where we left off ra j 

Ladv hclt) thv head, gnb or rather may she help thy * 

flak^ thoo f« the Sea f^Seelanee, end theu hast hiee^ la 

“S'«hSrf'’™oe the «» e^Beamee. the 
tmShTSbi * her .J-ai 

thrt he conbimed m Boeiet 

Which theQueense^ 

nowiemomheiedathonsand oircanffito 

which, had his own prepoBsession heen less, muro j 
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discnminated the brother from the sister , and he fdt ashamed 
that^ having as it ttcio by heart every particular of Cathenne s 
geatuies, vrords, and maimer^ he should hare thought her, not- 
Tvithstaudiug her spirits and levity, capable of assuming the bold 
step, loud tonei^ and foinuid assui’anee xrhich accorded nell 
enough Tvith hci brothei^s hasty and mascuhue character He 
cndea\oui:ed lepeatedly to catch a glance of Cathenne’s eye, 
that ho might judge how she 'nas deposed to look upon him 
since ho had m^e the discovery, but be \ias unsuccessful , for 
Catherine, when she was not readmg herself, seemed to take so 
much intciest in the exploits of the Teutonic Emghts against 
die heathens of Esthonia and Li\onia, that he could not surpnse 
hei eye even foi a second But when, dosing the book, the 
Queen commanded then attendance m the gat den, Maiy, pci haps 
of sot purpose (for Bolaxid’s azmety could not escape so piactiaed 
an observer), afforded him a favourable opportunity of accosting 
hiB mistress The Queen commanded them to a little distance, 
while she engaged Lady Flemmg m a particulai and private 
conveisation , the subject whereof, we learn from another 
authonty, to have been the comparative excellence of the high 
standing raff and the falling b^d Boland must have been 
didlei and more sheepidi than evci was youthful lovei i£ he 
had not endeavouied to avail himself of tms oppoituuity 

have been longing this whole evening to ask of you, fair 
Catlienne,’ said the page, *how foolish and iinappiehcnsi\c you 
must have thought me, m bemg capable to mistake betwixt 
jom biothei aadjuu?’ 

*The circumstance does indeed little honour to my rustic 
manncrsj’said Catherine, 'since tboseof a add young man were 
so leaddy mistaken for mine But I shall grow wiser m time , 
and with that view I am determmed not to think of joui follies, 
hut to correct my own ’ 

' It will be the hghtci subject of meditation of the two,’ said 
Boland 

* I know not that^’ said Catherine, very gravely , *1 fear w e 
have been both unpaidonably foolish ’ 

' I hai c been mad,’ said Boland — ' unpardonably mad But 
you, lonely Catheimc ^ 

wild Catheime, in the same tone of unusual gravity, 
* liavo too long sufibred 3 ou to use such expressions tow aids tuc 
I fear I can permit it no longer, and I blame myself foi die 
pain it may give you.* 

* And what can have happened so suddenly to change our 
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iclation to cock othm, or altor, 'tnth such sudden cmcltj, jour 
whole deportment to me I * 

* 1 can hardly toll/ rephed Cathenne^ ‘nulcss it is tliat the 
events of the day ha^e impressed on my mind the ncccssit} of 
our obseinng more distance to each other A chance sinular 
to that ^hicb botmyod to }*ou tlto existence of mv hrotlier lua} 
make known to Hcniy tiio terms you Imo used to mo , nua, 
alas 1 hia whole conduct^ as well as his deed this da}, makes me 
too justly apprehensno of the conscquoucos ’ 

‘ Nay, fear nothing for tbat> fair Cathenne/ nnswcml the 
pag<^ ‘I am w^ able to protect mjsclf against nsks of that 
nature ’ 


‘ That 18 to soy/ rephed she, ‘that you would fight with 
twin-brothoL to show* your regard for his sister? I Imto hcnnl 
the Queen saj*, in her sad hour^ that men ate, iii lo>o oi in 
hate, the most selfish aiumals of creation , and j our careless 
ness in this mattci looks t ciy like it But bo not *«o much 
abashed , you are no worse than otliors ' 

^ ‘ You do me injustice, Catherine,’ icphed the page, ‘ I thought 
but of being threatened with a sword, and did not remember in 
whoso hand your fancy had placed it If your bwther Mejod 
bofoio me, with his dmwn weapon in his liniid, so hke as ho is 
to you in w ord, person, and f.n onr, ho might shed my life b blood 
cie I could find in mj heart to losist him to his mjuij 

‘Alas*’ said she, ‘it is not hrothoi alone But j on 
icmcmber only the singular cimimstanccb in which wc hoe 
mot in equality, nnd I nwi wy m mtiniacj flou think iwA 
tbnt, Mhcnoici I ic-cntcr my father'., hm.se. theic is « 
betneen us you ma} not piss but uith peril o 
Your only knonn lelatno is of viiW «ul mukhIm hnhus, of a 
So 01 ^ broken ckm, the rest of jour m.s.Be unkmmn. 
foiEivo mo that I sneak ivh.it is the uiidomahlc Iruth 

^Lovc,mj beautiful C.ithonnD,dcspisesgoncaJogics, .msumd 

"‘’Senrjmtsoiiill not diol^nl Sejton/ rcjomcl the 


Queen, thy mistress and mine, she vnH intercede ^ 

tJTi 

llwt jou and she would hocomo my 

< All ScfitlfLud Will become join clcblopt, * * *ii 
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Uie poor Queen for a long time, mme likelj to bo dependent 
on Ibo pleasure of Uie nobles of hei party than possessed of 
power to contLol them ’ 

*Be it 80 ,’ replied Boland , deeds shall control prejudice 
itself It 18 a bustling world, and I will have my share The 
Knight of ATenel, high as be now stands, lose fiom as obscure 
an ongin as mine ’ 

‘Ay,’ said Catherine * there i^hc the doughty knight of 
lomance, that will out his way to the impnsoued pmcess 
through fiends and fieiy dragons t ’ 

‘But if I can sot the princess at large, and procuie her the 
freedom of her own choice,’ said the page, ‘where, dearest 
Oathenne^ will that choice alight f’ 

‘Belease the pnneess from dmesse, and she \m 1I toll you,’ 
said the damsel, and, breakmg off the oonrersation abmptly, 
she joined the Queen so suddenly that Mary exclaimed, haff* 
aloud * 

‘No more tidings of evil import—no dissension, I trust, m 
my Innited hous^md 9 ’ Then looking on Catherine’s blueing 
chedcand Boland’s expanded blow and glancmg eye— ‘No — 
nc^’ she said, ‘1 see is well Ma peitU mtpaonae, go to 
my apartment and fetch me down— let me see— ay, fetch my 


And havmg thus disposed of her attendant m the manner 
best qualified to hide her confusion, the Queen added, speak- 
ing apart to Boland, ‘1 should at least have two grateful 
Bulqe^ of Gatheime and yon, for what sovereign but Mary 
womd Old true love so willmgly? Ay, you lay your hand on 
yom sword— yom pehte Jlmiherge a rwi there Well, short 
tune will show if all the good be true that is protested to us 
I hear them toll curfew horn Kmross To our chamber , this 
old dame hatir promised to be with us again at our evening 
meal Were it not for the hope of spe^y deliverance, her 
presence would dnve me distract But I will be pataent ’ 

‘I piofess,’ said Oatbeime, who just then entered, ‘I would 
I could be Henry, all a man’s pnvilpges, for one moment 
I long to throw my plate at that confect of pnde, and for- 
mality, and lU-natuie t ’ 

The Lady Slemmg reprimanded her young companion for 
tins explosion of impatience, the Queen laughed, and they went 
to the piGsencc-ohamber, where almost immediately entered 
supper and the lady of the castle The Queen, strong m her 
pr^ent resolubons, endured her pieseuco with great fortitude 
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and cquainmifcy, until hci pationco \iaa distuibed a now 
form, Winch liad Litbeito mnde no pwt of the eeromomoZ of 
the cnbtlc When tlio othoj attendant hud letired, Bandal 
ontored, bcaiiug the kq^s of the castlo fastened upon a chain, 
and, nuiiouucing tliat the watch was set and the gates looked, 
delivered the keys w ith all ro\ oieucc to the Lady of Loohlovcn 

The Queen and hci ladies exclianged wath eadi other a 
look of disappointment, anger, and i exation , and Mary said 
aloud, * Wc cannot icgrot tlio smallness of oui courts when wo 
see oui hostess disohargo in porsou so many of its o&ees In 
addition to hei chntges of piincipal stowmd of our household 
and grand ahnonci, she has to-mght dono duty as captam of 
our giiaid ' 

*And will contmuo to do so in future^ madam,' answeied 
the Lad} Lochlc\en, with mucli gravity, 'the history of Scot- 
land may leach me how ill the duty is perfonned which is 
dono h} an accicditod depntj* We lure heard, madam, of 
fn\ouiites of later d.ito, and as httlc merits ns Olivci Sinclair’ 

' 0 , madam/ icphod tlic Queen, 'my fatliei had his feninlo 
as well «13 his male fa'iouiites tliere were the Ladies Snndi- 
lauds and Olifamii,^ and some others methmks, but their 
names cannot survive m the memoiy^ of so grave a peisoQ*aa 
yon* 

The Lady Lochleven looked as if she could have slain the 
Queen on the spot^ but oommnudod hci tempei, and lotued 
fioin the apaitment^ beanng m her hand the pondeious bunch 
of keys m 

'Now God be praised foi thatwoman^s youthful ihiilt}’^’ 
said tlie Queen 'Had she not that weak point lu her chaiactcr, 

I might waste my woids on her in But that stain is the 
very io\erso of what is said of the witches mark I can moke 
hci feel tlicie, though she is otherwise insensible all ovei But 
how bxy you, girls — ^liero is a now difficulty How are thesa 
keys to ho come by? There is no deceiving or bnbmg thw 
diagon, I trow ’ 

‘ May I cmvo to know/ said Boland, ‘ whether, if your Grace 
wcio beyond iJio walls of the castle, you could find means of 
convcpncD to the hrm land, and protection when you ate 

thciol* , ^ i. * 1 . I. 

‘Trust ns for that, Boland,* said tlio Queen, foi to that 

point oui scheme is indiffeieut well laid ’ 

^ The aimcj of theao IndlcSL and *1 tlilraftad ft^ountoof JTamM, aiopreaenred m 
on epignm too gaHlard for qiioubon 
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^Then, if jour Gioce will perinib me to speak my nund, I 
think I could he of some use in this matter ’ 

* As hoir, my good youth 7 Speak on,' said the Queen, ^and 
feailesdy * 

‘My pation, the Knight of Avenel, used to compel tho 
youth educated m his household to leain the use of axe aud 
hammer, end woiking m wrood and uun , he used to speak of 
old noi them champions who foiged theu own weapons, and 
of the Highland captam, Donald nan Ord, or Donald of tho 
Hammer, whom he him^f knew, and who used to woik at 
the anvil with a slcdge*hammei m each hand Some said 
he praised this art because he was himsdf of churl's blood 
Howevei, I gamed some piactice m it, as the Lady CSathcrmc 
Scytou partly knows, foi since wc wcie beie I wrought her a 
silver biocKdi ' 

‘Ay,' lephed Catherine, ‘but you should tell bei Groce that 
yom workmanship was so mdifferent that it broke to pieces 
next day, and I flung it away ' 

‘Believe her not, Boland, said the Queen , ‘she wept when 
it was hiokcn, and put the fragments into her bosom But 
foi yom scheme — could 3 'Dur skill avail to forge a second set 
oPkeysl' 

‘No^ madam, because 1 know not the wards But I am 
convin^ 1 could make a set so like that hateful hunch which 
Jhe lady bore off even now, that, could they he exchanged 
fagamst them by any means, she would nevci dream she ^ras 
^ possessed of wrong ' 

‘And the good dame, thank Heaven, is somewhat blind,' 
said the Queen, ‘hut then foi a foige, my hoy, and the means 
of lahommg unobserved 7' 

‘ Tho armomer’s foig^ at which 1 used sometimes to work 
with him, is the round«vault at the bottom of the turret, ho 
was dismissed with the waidci foi being supposed too much 
attached to George Douglas The people aie accustomed to 
sec me hu^ there, and I warrant I ^lall And some excuse that 
will pass current wit^ them foi putting bellows and anvil to 
woik ' 

‘Tlie scheme has a promising face,’ said the Queen , ‘about 
it^ my lad, with all spM, and beware the nature of your work 
IS not discoveied ' 

‘Nay, I will take the liberty to diaw tho holt against chance 
visitors, so that I will have time to put away what I am work- 
ing upon before I undo the door.’ 
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' Will not tlmt of itself attract saspicaoDi in a place ^hcnc it 
IS so current already said Catherine 

'Not a \(Iut)* replied Boland^ 'Giegory the annonier, and 
every good hainmerman, lochs himself m n W ho is about some 
nmstci piece of craft Besides, somethmg must be risked ' 
'Part we then to-night,’ said the Queen, 'and God bless 
yon, mv children > If iNhn^s head ever nses alxne water, }Ou 
shall all rise along with hei ’ 



CHAPTER XXXV 


It IS a timo of danger, not of T6\el, 

Wlien dnirchmcn tom to masauois. 

Span^J^alhcr 

The entoipnse of Roland Qneme appeared to prosper A 
tnnket oi two, of which the woik did not surpass tlic sub- 
stance (foi the materials were silvei, supplied bj the Queen), 
were judiciously piesonted to those most l^ely to be inquisitiva 
into the labours of the forge and annl, whiw they thus weie 
induced to reckon profitable to others and harmlebs in itself 
Openly, the page was seen wmkmg about such tnfies In 
puvate he foiged a numbei of keys resembling so nearly m 
weight and m form those which were presented evmy evenmg to 
the Lady Lochlcven, tha^ on a sl^ht inspection, it would have 
been difficult to perceive the difieienoe He brought them to 
tlie daik rusty coloui by the use of salt and water, and, in 
the triumph of his ait, piesented them at lengUi to Queen 
Mon*^ m hei p^Ksence-ohambci, about an horn before the tolbng 
of the curfew. She looked at them wiih pleasure, but at the 
same time with doubt 'I allows’ she said, ^that the Lady 
Lodileven’s eyes, which are not of the olcaiest, may be well 
deceived, could wo pass those keys on her m place of the leol 
implements of hci tyranny But how is this to be done^ and 
wlucli of my httlo court daie attempt this dejonglew with 
any diance of success? Could we but engage her m some 
earnest matter of argument ^ but those winch I hold with her 
always have been of a kmd which make hei grasp her keys 
the faster, as if she said to herself — ** Here I hold what sots me 
above yom taunts and reproadies ” And even for her liberly, 
Jhiry Stuart could not stoop to roeak the proud heretic fair 
What sliall we do? Shall Lady Fleming try her eloquence m 
dc&cribmg the last new hcad-tire from Pans? Alas * thc^go^ 
damo has not changed the fashion of her head-gear since Pmkic 
field, foi aught that I loiow Shall my fnxgncnne Cathonue 
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mh;; to lici ono of titosc tonching mis viluch ivx^ tlio tcij 
fiOiits out of mo jind KoIriuI OncaioT Alabi DamoMargaiot 
T)on>!l.is >uiul(l r.ithci hcai <i Huguenot psalm of < 36 mont 
Mfiiotj sung 1o tlie tunc of leUe endormte 

anil licgc Gonnst^liom; ivliat is to be doiiCj for out 'nits 
aic lOttlly Astm\ in tins matloi? Must oiu man affirms and 
tlio cbainpiou of onr I)(k 1 \% Kolaiid Gnome, manfully assault 
the <»I(l Iftd}, and take Uio kejs from her pat iH»e duJaUV 
*Niij * with join Gmcc’b permission,' said Jlolnnd, ‘I do 
not clonbl being able touinnngo the matter mxUi mors discie- 

tiDU . Fop IhoiigTi, in 3 our Gnioo's senicc, I do not feai ’ 

^V. hfwt of old Momcii,' interrupted Catlicnnc, 'each aimed 
\ul 1 i lock imd spindle, 3Ct ho ]i.ib no fanc3' fbi pikes and 
)uitiruns, ^\hlGh might nso ut the ciy of " Help I a Douglas — a 
Douglas ' ” ' 

‘They that do not fau fan Indies' longue^' continued Iho 
pngi*, ‘iicofl diesd nothing else But, giacious liogc^ I am 
ucHriigh fr itisfied tliat I could pass the exchange of these ke3S 
on the I/idv Loclilcvon, but I dicad the sentinel tiho is noxi 
planted uightl} in the gaidcu, vinch, by ncccbbity, >no must 

tnisoiMj' . , , , tji 

* Oui hist ads ices from our ft lond on the shore have promibed 
118 assisUinco 111 that mnttci,* replied the Queen 

•And IS 30m Gmcc ttoII assured of tho fidehty and uatoii- 

fulness of ifiose uithont?* j , 

‘Foi then fidolit} I uill answci uith my life, and foi tneu 
MKilniico I sull ansum >\itli my life I I'dl give thee instmit 
mooL m3 faithful Boland, that they uto ingonuous and tiusty 
ns Uissclf Come hither Nay, CatUmm^ attmid ^ 
canx not ho deft a page mto oui piivato chambci alemo 
fiist tho door of tho parloui, Plcming, and ^wim us 
tho least step-01 W go t^oa to tho 
R whispeih %' oais and thy suts oro both 
Flonimg. iUoiA iw thyself (AM again bho 
revtaend pioseuoo ivill ho as safe a notch on Boland as thine 

tho QucoivL bedroom, a small npaitmeiib onligbtened by a pro- 
Smt ‘iS fnf U^tbo otbeiB. and 
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nearer it seems to the verge of the Tratcr ? It is no brighter at 
this distance than the toich of the poor glow-worm, and yet, my 
good youth, that light is more dear to Maty Stciart than cnsiy 
stai that twinkles m the blue vault of heaven By that signal, 
I know that more than one true heart is plotting my deliver- 
ance , and without that consciousness and the hope of freedom 
It gives me, I had long smee stooped to my fate and died of a 
bioken hei^ Plan after plan has been formed and abandoned , 
hut still the light glimmers, and while it glimmers my hope 
lives 0 1 how many evenings have I sat musing in despair 
over our rumed schemes, and scarce hoping that I fhoiild ogam 
SCO that blessed signal , when it has sn^enly kindled, and, like 
the lights of St Elmo in a tempest, brought hope and consola- 
tion where there i^as only dejection and despair 

‘ If I mistake not,’ answered Roland, * the candle shines from 
the house of Blmkhoolie, the mail-gardener ’ 

‘Tliou hast a good ciye^ said the Queen, *it is there where 
my trusty lieges-^od and the saints pour blcasmgs on them ^ 
— hold consultation for my deliverance The voice of a wretched 
captive would die on these blue waters long ere it could mingle 
their council, and yet I con hold communication — I 
confide the whole to thee — I am about to ask those faithful 
fnends if the moment for the great attempt is nigh Place 
the lamp m the wmdow, Fleming ’ 

She obeyed, and immediately withdrew it No sooner had 
she done so than the li^t m ‘^e cottage of the gardener dis- 
appeared * 

^ Now, count,’ said Queen Mary, ' for my heart heats so thick 
that I cannot count mysdf ’ 

The Lady Fleming began deliberately to count one, two, 
three, and when she had amved at ten light on the shore 
agam showed its pale twinkle 

‘ Now, Our Lady be praised * * said the Queen , * it was hut 
two nights since that the absence of the hght remamed while 
I could tdl thirty The hour of deliverance approaches. 
May God bless those who labour m it with such truth to me 1— - 
alas * with such hazard to themselves — and bless you to<^ my 
children t Come, w e must to the audience-chamber again Our 
absence might evcite suspicion, should they serve snppei.’ 

They retumed to the presence-chamber, and tlte evening 
concluded as usual. 

The next noon, atdinneivtime, an unusual incident occurred 
While Lady Douglas of Lochleven performed her daily duty of 
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ABsistanb and tastoi at tho Queen’s table, sbe m’os told a man* 
alarms bad amved, iccommcuded by ber son, but iivitbout any 
lettci 01 oUiei token than 'wbat be bi ought by uoid of mouth 

'Hatli be given you tlmt token?’ demand^ tho ladv 

* He loservcd it, as I think, for youi ladyship’s car/ replied 
Bandal 

*Ho doth iiell,’ said tho lady, *tell him to voit in the hall 
But no — mth yom pcinussion, madam (to the Queen) — lot him 
attend mo hero ’ 

* Since you aic pleased to leceivc youi domestics m my pie- 

sonc^’ said tlie Queen, ' I cannot choose ' 

'hly ludnnitaes must plead my excuse madam/ rephed tlio 
lady, Hho life I must lead here ill suits iMth the years which 
liavo passed ovoi my head, and compels me to vaivc oeiomoDial ’ 

* 0 , my good lody^/ leplied tlio Queen, ‘I would there weie 
nought m tois your castle more strongly compulsive than the 
cobweb chains of cmemony, but boItB and bars are harder 
matters to contend iMtb ’ 

As she imokc, tho person announced by Bandal entered the 
loom, and X^laud Giicme at once leoogmsed m him the Abbot 

AmbioBiuB j , 1 j ' 

* Wliat IB youi name, good fellow ? said the lady 

*Ed\vani Glondmmngi’ ansMored the abbot, aitb a siutablo 


leverence _ , . , 

* Art thou of the Wood of the Kmgbt of Avenel?’ said tho 

Lady of Loohleven j j u 

*Av, madam, and that nearly,’ rephed theprdfcendra smaiCT 
'It IS likely enough,’ said the laoy, ‘for tho knight is the 
sou of bis own good works, and has risen ftm obswre Imeagi 
to his piesout high lank in the estate But he is of sure tmth 
and approved woith, and his kinsman is wdoomo to us lou 
hold* unauestionably, the true faith ? -i ^ i « 

‘Do not doubt of it, madam,* said t^isguis^ chmdii^ 
‘Hast tbou a token to me from Su Wdhom Dou^s! said 

^°‘I*^have, madam,’ lepbed he, ‘but it must bo said m 

^"^hdu art n^t,’ said the lady, m<m^ toiraids the recess 

ofa\nndow, ‘soy m whot doffl it connst? 

‘In the uoids of on did bard, replied Ao . 

‘Repeat them,’ answered the lady , and be utte*^, i 
tone, t&olines fiom an old poem colled Tie Sentlet 

• SCO Note 31 
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*0| Douglas ^ Donglas < 

Xtoder and true * 

‘ Trolly Su Jobn Holland f ’ said the Lady DongloSi apostxo- 
pldsing Ibe poet, * a kinder heart never inspired a rhyme, and 
the Dough^% honour was ever on thy harp-stnng > Wo receive 
you among our followeis, Glendummg But^ Bundal, see that 
ne ke^ the outer word only, till wo shall hear moie touching 
lum from our son Thou fearest not the night air, Glen- 
dinning?’ 

'In the cause of the lady before uhom I stand, I fear 
nothing, madam,’ answered the disguised abbot 

' Oui gamson, then, is stronger by one trustworthy soldier,’ 
said the matron ‘Go to the buttciy, and let them moke 
much of tliee ’ 

When the Lady Loohleven had retired, the Queen said to 
Boland Gneme, who was now almost constantly in her com- 
pany, ‘1 spy comfort m that stranger’s countenance, I know 
not why it should be so, but I am well persuaded he is a 
fnend ’ 

‘Your Grace’s penetration does not deceive you,’ answered 
iiho page, and he informed her that the abbot of St Mary’s 
himself played the part of the newly-amved soldier 

The Queen cross^ hersdf, and looked upward ‘ Unworthy 
sinner that I am.’ she said, ‘ that for my i^c a man so holy, 
and so high in i^intual office, should wear the garb of a base 
swotder, andjrun the nsk of dymg the death of a traitor < ’ 

‘ Heaven will protect its ow n servant, madam,’ said Cathermo 
Seyton, ‘his aid would bnng a blessing on our undertaking, 
were it not already blest for its own soke ’ 

‘What I admue m my spintual father,’ said Boland, ‘was 
the steady front with which he looked on me, without givmg 
the least sign of former acquaintance I did not think the 
''like was possible, smee I have ceased to believe that Henry 
was the same person with Catherine ’ 

‘But markra you not how ostuciously the good father,’ said* 
the Queen, ‘eluded the questions of woman Lochleven, 
telling her the very truth, which yet she received not as such ? ’ 
Boland thought in his heart that, when the truth was 
spoken for tlie purpose of deceiving, it wras httle better than a 
he m disguise But it was no time to agitate such questions 
of conscience 

‘And now for tbe signal from the shored’ exclaimed 
Cathenuo, ‘my bosom tells me we shall see this night two 


9 


$ 



4 ‘ 


WAVERIiSy NOVELS 


lights instead of one gleam fiom that gaiden of Eden And 
them, }U>land, do you play youi pait manfully, and -no 'lull 
dnneo on the gzeonswaid hko midnight fames * ' 

Catherme’s conjoctuio misgave not, noi deceived her In 
tlio Dvoniug two beams twmklod fiom tlie oottoge, mstead of 
one, and the page heaid, with beating hoait, that the new 
xotamoi was oracred to stand sentinel on the outside of the 
castle When he mtimatcd this news to the Queou, she held 
hoi hand out to him , ho knelt, ond when ho raised it to his 
lips in nil dutiful homage, he found it uas damp and cold as 
maiblo ‘ Foi God's sake, madam, dioop not now— sink not 
uowi' 

^ Call upon Om Lady, my bego,' said the Lady Flemmg— 
* call upon youi tutelar saint ’ 

*Call tlio spiuts of tlio hundiod kings you aie doscondod 
horn * * exclaimed the page, this horn of need, the lesolu- 
fcion of a monarch ivero ivoifch the aid of a hundred saints ' 

«0 * Roland Gimme/ said Maiy, in a tone of deep despond- 
ency, ‘be tauc to me , many have been false to mo Alas * I 
liavo not always been tiue to myself ’ My mmd misgives mo 
that I shall die in bondage^ and that this bold attempt will 
cost all our bves It was foietold mo by a soothsayer m 
Franco that I sliould die in pnson, and by a violent death, 
and hoie comes the hour 0, vould to God it found mo 


^ said Cathonno SByton, 'lememhei you nie a 

queen Bettor 'i\e all died m laaTely attempting to 
fteedom than lemomed here to be poisoned, ua men iid them 
of the noTious vonmn that haunt old h^os 

‘ You are light, Catherine,’ said the Quern , and linl 
beoi hei like herself But, alas' your ymng and hum^t 
spmt can ill spdl the causes wlnoli have brekon mmo Fot- 
Jto me, my children, and farewell for a while, I nUl piopaio 

^h imnd and body foi tins owful venture 

They separated, tin ognm called togj^a hy the 
the oiutew ^ The Queen appealed grave, hut firm ^ 
the ]Sdy Plemina with the ait of an ovpenoncod ^urba, 
know neifeotly how to disguise hei maard faemois, 

fired Mrf with the boldness of tho projeot* and tlio 
kIlfWo whi^ dwelt upon her heautiful mouth seemed to 

Boland, who felt how presenco 

address and toldnes^ summoned togotbei hia whole pres™ 
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of mindi and if he found his q)ints flag for a moment^ cast 
his upon Cathenne, 'nhom he thought he had never 
seen look so heautiful *1 may he foiled/ he thought^ *but^ 
\Mth this levrard in piospeot^ they must hnng the devil to 
aid them ere they cross me’ Thus resolved, he stood hke 
a greyhound in wo shps, \^ith band, heart, and eye intent 
upon making and semng opportunity for the eseeution of then 
pioject 

The keys had, T^ith the vronted ceremonial, been presented 
to the Lady Lochlcien She stood 'aith her l^ck to the case- 
ment, ‘which, like that of the Queen’s apartment, commanded a 
view of Kinioss, with the church, which stands at some distance 
fiom the 'town, and nearer to the lake, ‘then connected with tlio 
town by straggling cottages With hm back to the casement, 
then, and her face to the tabic, on which the keys lay for an 
instant while she tasted the vanous dishes which weie placed 
there, stood the Lady of Lochlcvcu, more pxovokingly intent 
than usual — so at least it seemed to her pnsoners — upon the 
huge and heavy bundh of non, the implements of their 
ipstraint Just when, having finished hm ccicmony as tastei 
of ^he Queen’s table, she was about to take up the key^ tlic 
page, who stood beside her, and had handed her the daJics iii 
succession, looked sidcwibo to the churchyard, and exclaimed 
ho saw corpse-candles m the vault The Lady of Locbleveu 
was not without a touch, though a slight one, of the super- 
stitions of the time the fate of hei sons made her alive to 
omens, and a c<flpsc-light, as it was called, m the family hunal- 
placo boded death Slio turned her head towards tlie casement 
— saw a distant ghmmonng — ^foigot her charge for one second, 
and m that second wore lost the whole fruits of her fanner 
vigilance The page licld the forged keys under his cloak, and 
with great dextenty exchanged them for the ical ones His 
utmost address coiUd not prevent a slight clash os he took up 
the lattci bunch MVho touches the koysf’ said the lady, 
and while the page answered that tlio sleeve of his cloak had 
stirred thorn, slic looked lound, possessed herself of the buncli 
which now occupied the place of the genuine keys, and again 
turned to garc at the supposed corpse-candics 

hold these gleams,' she said, after a moment’s considera- 
tion, *to come, not from the churchyard, but from the hut of 
the old gardcnei Bhnkhoolie I wonder what thrift that churl 
dnves, that of late he hath over hod light in his house till the 
night grew deep 1 tliouglit him on indiistriou^^ peaceful man 

XI 25 
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If ho toniB resctter of idle compauionb azid night-nolkensi tfao 
place must be nd of him ’ 

*He maj MOik his basket^ peidumce^' &i]d tbe 
desirous to stop the tnuu of her suspioiou 
' Or nets, may he not T answered the lady 
*Ay, madanv said Eoland, *for txout and salmon ' 

^0i foi fools and knaves' replied the lady^ ‘but this shall 
be looked after to-morrow 1 lush your Grace and your 
company a good eyening Bandol, attend ns ' And Bandnl, 
w ho ivnzted in the ante-chamber after haying surrendored his 
bunch of keys^ gaye his escoit to his mistiess as usiuil, uhilo, 
leaving the Queen’s apartments^ she retired to her oun 

‘ To-morrow > ’ said the page^ rubbing his hands with glee ns 
he repeated the lady’s last y ords j ‘ fools look to to-morrou, and 
wise folk use to-night May I pray you, my gracious h^, to 
retire for one half-hour, until dl the castle is composed to rest) 
I must go and rub with oil these blessed unplomcnts of oui 
freedom* Courage and constanc^y, and all will go provided 
our friends on the shore j^l not to send tlie boat you spoke of 
‘Fear them not^’ said Cathenne, ‘they aro true as steel-- 
if OU 2 dear mistress do tot znamtom hei noble and rjyal 




courage ^ . . 

‘Doubt not me, Cathenne,’ replied the Queen, ‘a while 
B iTtfiA I \raa overborne^ but I have recalled the spint of my 
earlier and more spnghtly days, when I used to accompany my 
armed nobles, and wish to be mysdf a man, to know what life 
it was to be in the fields with sword and btfoklcr, jack and 

knapscap i i 1 1 . i 

'0, the lark lives not a gayer hfe, nor sings a lights and 
gayer song, than the merry soldiei,’ answered ^thenne Your 

Grace diall be m the midst of them soon, and tlio l^k of such 
a liege sovereign will make eaoli of your host woi th blncc in tlio 
hour of need But I must to my task . - 

*We have but bnol tim^’ snad Queen • one of the 
two lights m the cottage is extinguished , that shows the bwt 

“^ey will row veiy slow,’8Md the page, ^ 
depth pLnits, to avoid noise To our several tasks I will 

oommumoate with the good fatto -ilMifc in the 

* Sofl Duoftmour of Qnwai Maiy Sol* ts 
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staircoso that descended fiom the Queen’s apartment 
turn smooth and softly, thou good bolt^’ said he, *if ever oil 
softened rust ^ ’ and his precautions had been so effectual that 
the bolt 1 evolved with little or no sound of resistance He 
ventured not to cross the threshold, but exchanging a word 
with the disguised abbots asked if the boat nere ready. 

‘This half-hour,^ said the seutmel ‘She lies beneath the 
nail, too close under the islet to be seen by the narder, but I 
fear she a ill hardly escape his notice m putting off again ’ 

‘The darkness,’ said the page, ‘and oni profound silence, 
may take her off unobserved, as i^e came in Hildebrand lias 
the natch on the toner — a heavy-headed knave, who holds a 
can of alo to be the best head-pieco upon a nightrwatch. He 
sleeps foi anager' 

‘Then bnug the Queen,’ said the abbot, ‘and I nill call 
Hemy Seyton to assist them to the boat ’ 

On tiptoe, with noiseless step and suppressed bieatli, 
trembling at eveiy rostlo of their on*n apparel, one aftoi 
another wo fair pnsonors ^ided down the winding stair, under 
tiie guidance of Boland Grtcme^ and nere received at the 
wioket^ate by Henry Seyton and the ^urchman The former 
sc^ed instantly to take upon himself the nholc diicction of 
the onterpnsG *My lord abbot,’ he said, ‘give my sister jom 
arm, I mil conduct the Queen, and that }Outh will have the 
honour to guide Lady Flemmg ’ 

This was no time to dispute the annugement, although it was 
not that nhicb Boland Grseme would have chosen (^theiine 
Seyton, who uell knew the garden patli, tapped on bcfoie like 
a sylph, mthci leading the abbot tlum icccivmg assistance, 
the Queen, her uatn'o spint pro\aihiig over female fear and a 
thousand painful icfioctioiis, moved steadily fomaid, by the 
assistance of Henry Seyton , while the Lady Fleming enonm- 
bered mth her fcar^ and her helplessnoss Boland Giicmci, who 
followed m the rear, and who bore undci the other aim a packet 
of ncccssancs belonging to the Queen The door of tlic garden, 
which communicate with the shore of the islet, yielded to one 
of the keys of which Boland had possessed himself, although 
not until he hud tnod several — a moment of anxious terror and 
expectation Tlio ladies weic then partly led, partly earned, 
to the side of the lake, wlicie a boat with siv rouers attended 
them, the men couched along tiio Ixittom to secure them from 
observation Hemy Seyton placed the Queen in tlie stem, 
the abbot offered to tissist Catbeime, but bhc was seated by 
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tho Queen’s side befoie lie could uttei his proffer of help, and 
Boland Grosme was just lifting Lady Fleming ovci theboat^side 
when a thought suddenly ocourred to him, and exclaiming, 
* Forgotten — ^gotten * n ait for mo but one half mniutc^' lie ic 
placed on the shore the helpless lady of the bcd-cimmbor, tlucn 
the Queen’s pochot into tlio boni^ and sped back through the 
garden with tho noiseless speed of a bird on tho 'uiug 

^By Heaven, he is false at last^’ said Scjton, e\c] 
fcaied it I’ 

'He is as truo/ said Catlieiinc, 'as Heaven itself, and that 
I will maintaiu ’ 

'Be silent^ minion,’ said licr biothci, 'foi shame, if not for 
fear Fellow s, put oft, and row foi j our lives • * 

'Help me — help mo on boaid^’ said tho desoitcd Lnd} 
Fleming, and that loudei than prudence warranted 

'Put off^put off * ' ciied Henry Soyton , 'leave all behind, 
so the Queen is safe ’ 

' Will you permit this madam 7 ’ said Cathoiiiic, imploringly, 
'you leave your deliver ci to death ’ 

'I will not,’ said the Queen 'Seyton, I ooramand \ou to 


stay at cx^eiy nek ' ^ ^ ♦ 

' Pardon mo, madam, if I disobey,’ said tho intractable young 
man, and vniHi one hand lifting m Lady Fleming, he begun 
lumsclf to push off tho boat 

She was two fathoms’ length from tlic shoie, and the iowcjn 
were eettiiiff hoi’ Iicad lound, when Boland Grrciiic, nm^iiig, 
bounded from tho beach, and attained tho bott, mcrtuniing 
Soyton, on whom ho lighted The youth sworon deep hut sup 
prassed oath, and stopping Girome ns ho stepped towimls the 
stem, said, 'Your place is not with high-bom dames, kcqi nl 
tho head and turn tho xcssol Now gne wa>— gi\o wa} li«w 

for God and tho Qiiocn > * 

TIio xowcis obc 3 ed, and began to pul] mrwoupI} 

'Why did not miifilc tlio oars? said Boland 

;th'" S *”Sebrami, 
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or 1 shoot!’ And, tis they continued to ply their oars, ho 
called aloud, ‘ Treason i^tieason i ’ loing the 1^11 of the castle, 
and dischaigcd his haiquebuss at the boat Tho ladies crowded 
on each othei like starred wild-forrl, at the flash and leport of 
tlie piece, while tho men urged the roweis to the utmost speed. 
Tliey heaid more than one bill whis along the surface of the 
Lik(^ at no great distance from then little baik; and horn the 
lights, whuh glanced like moteoi's from wmdow to window, it 
was evident the whole castle was alarmed, and their escape ^s* 
covered 

*Pull I’ agom exclauned Seyton, 'stietch to youi oars, oi 1 
will ^ui you to the task with my dagger , they will launch a 
boat inun^uitely/ 

'That 18 cared foi,’ said Boland , 'I locked gate and wicket 
on them when I wont back, and no boat w dl stu from the island 
tills night, if doors of good oak and bolts of non con keep men 
withm stone walls And now 1 lesign my office of porter of 
Lochleven, and give the keys to the Kelpie’s keepmg ’ 

As the heavy keys plunged in the lake, the abbot, who till 
then had been lepeatiiig ms prayers, exclaimed, 'Now, bless 
tl^pe, my son * for thy icady prudence puts shame on us all ’ * 
'I Imew/ said kl^y, mwwmg hei bieath moic ficdy, as 
they weie now out of leaoh of the musketry — *I knevr my 
squiie’s tiuth, promptitude, and sagacity I must have him 
dear fnends w ith my no less tiue kmghts, Douglas and Seyton , 
but whore, then, is Douglast’ 

'Here, maahm,* answered the deep and melancholy voice of 
tlic boatman who sat next hei, and who acted as steersman 
'Alas < was it you who stretched your body before me,’ said 
the Queen, 'when the balls were raining around us? ’ 

'Bdievo you,* said he, m a low tone, ‘that Douglas would 
have resigned to any one l^e chance of proteotuig his Queen’s 
life with hts owm 1 ’ 

Tho dialogue was here interrupted by a shot or two from 
one of those small pieces of artillery called falconets, then used 
m defendmg castles Tlie shot was too vague to have any 
cflect, but the broadoi flash, the deepei sound, the louder return 
which was made by the midnight echoes of Bcnnarty temfied 
and imposed silence on the liberated pnsonera The hoot was 
alongside of a rude quay or laudmg-plaoo, running out fiom a 
garden of considerable extent, ere any of them again attempted 
to spook. Th(^ landed, and while the abbot returned thanks 
*Se« Escape oCQoeefiUu} ficomLocliIeven KoteSC 
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aloud to HoavcUj ^^hlch Lad tlius far favouicd then cnterpnBe, 
Dougins cnjo}*od tlio Lost ro^iard of his despemto undertakings 
in conducting tlio Queen to the house of gardener Yct^ 
not unnundful of Boland Giamio, even m that moment of 
terror and oxliaubtion, lilazj cxpes&ly commanded Scjton to 
give Ins nsbistonce to Fleming, u hdo C^thenne voluutanly, and 
u ithout bidding, took the arm of the page Sejton piescutly 
icsigncd Lady J^cming to the care of uio abl^t, alleging ho 
must look after tlioir horses, and his attondoutss diseneumbci^ 
mg themsohes of their boat-cloak^ hastened to assist him 

IVhile Moiy qieut in the gardener’s cottage the feu minutes 
uhich ucie necessary to prejuio tlio steeds for then depaituic, 
bho pciccivcd 111 a oomci the old man to uhom the garden 
belonged, and called him to appioach He came as it uerc 
ujtli rcluotiUicc 

•Hou, biothci,’ said tlio abbol^ ‘so blou to uolcomo thy 
loyal Queen and misUcsb to libcity and to hci kingdom > ’ 

The old man, thus admonished, came foruaid, and, m good 
terms of speech, gave hoi Grace joy of her dohveronce 

Tlio Queen returned him thanks in Gie most gracious monnci, 
and added, ' It uill remain to us to oiler some immediate leuiyd 
for your fidelity, for uo uot uell your house has been long tlio 
lofugq lu uliich our tiusty servants have mot to concert 
nieosuios foi oui ficedom ’ So saying, she offered gold, and 
added, * Wo uill considei your sorvicob more fully hcrcjut^ 

‘ Kneel, btothoi/said the abbot— ^ kneel mstanUy, aud thank 

her Gmcc’b kmduesb ' . 

'Good brother, tliat uerti once a feu steps uno^ me, ana 
art still veiy many years youngei,’ leplied the gardener, pet- 
tishly, ‘lot mo do mine acknowledgments m my own way 
Queens have knelt to mo ere now, and m truth my knees are 
too old and stiff to bend even to this lovoly-facod lady May 
It please youi Grace, if yoiii Grace’s servants have ^upicd my 
hoLo, 80^ that I could not call it mine mn, if tiioy ha^o 
tioddon down my flowers m tlio acal of ^wi 
and goings, and desboyod the hope rf tlio famt sea^ ^ 
bnnging their war-horses mto my garfon, I do ° 

vSifGmco in requital that jouwill choose your 
Cfrom me as possihle I am an old man, who w^ wi - 
in^y creep to my grave as easily as I can, m peace, good-wil , 

“'**'1 fauly, good man,’ said the 

make ySer ^tle my residence again, if I eun help it But 
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let me pre&s on you tins money , it iiiill make fiome amends for 
the havoc wo have made m your bttJe garden and orchard ’ 

tliank youi Giac^ but it will make me not tho least 
amends,^ said the old man *Tho ruined labours of a whole 
year are not so easily replaced to him who has perebanoobut 
that one year to live ^ and, besides, they tdl me I must leave 
this place, and become a wanderer m mine old age — ^1 that have 
nothing on eaith saving tliese fruit-trees, and a few' old parch- 
mouts and family secrets not worth knowing As for gold, if 
I had loved it, 1 might have romamed lord abbot of St Mary’s , 
and yet 1 w^ not, fox if Abbot Boniface be but the poor 
peasant Bliukhoolic^ his successor, tho Abbot Ambrosius, is 
still transmuted for the worse mto the guise of a sword-and- 
buckler-man ’ 

'Haf Is this mdeed the Abbot Boniface of whom I have 
heardi’ said tho Qneen *It is mdeed I who should liave bent 
the knee f6r your blessing, good father 1 ’ 

*Bcnd no knee to me, ]ady> The blessing of an old man, 
who IS no longer an abbots go with you ovci dale and down. 
I hear the trampling of your horses ’ 
a ‘Farewell, father,’ said the Queen ‘When wc ore oncemore 
seated at Holyrood, we ^vlll neither forget thee nor thme mjured 
golden ’ 

‘Foigetus both,' said the Ex-Abbot Boniface, 'and may God 
bo with you*’ 

As they burned out of tho bouse, th^ heard the old man 
talking and mhttonng to himself, as he hastily drew bolt and 
bar behind them 

' T]io rc^ enge of the Douglasses w ill reach the pooi old man,’ 
said tho Queen 'God help me, I rum every one whom 1 
approach*’ 

'His safely is caied for,’ said Seyton , 'ho must not lemam 
hero, but will be pnvatdy conducted to a place of greater 
becuiit^' But 1 would your Grace were m tho saddle To 
horse * — ^to horse * ’ 

Tho party of Soy ton and of Douglas weic iiici cased to about 
ten by those attendants who had remained with tho horses 
The Queen and her ladies, with all tlie rest who came fiom the 
boat, woTo instantly mounted, and holding aloof from tho 
Aillag^ whiohwas aiieadv alarmed by the dripg fiom the castle, 
with Douglas actuig as tlieir guide, th^ soon reached the open 
groimd, and bi^an to ndc as fast as was consistent w itli keeping 
together in good order. 


$ 
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He moiuitcd lutnsolf on a ooel-blai^ steed, 

And Itor on a freckled gr^, 

With a bugolct horn hung douii from his sido, 

And lODndl} they lode ausy 

Old Ballad 

TnE nilluonco of the fico oii, the lusliiug of tlic hoiscs orer 
lugh and lou, tlio iinging of the bi idles, the excitation at onco 
mzsmg from n bonso of ficcdom and of lapid motion, pxidu*iIJy 
dispelled the confused and dejected sort of stupi^action by 
%\hicb Queen M*uy ^\w» at dibt overnrljelmed She could not 
nt last coDocal tlie change of lict feelings to tlic person \iho 
lode at hci rein, and who bho doubted not i\as the Fati& 
Ambiosius, foi Seyton, ivith all the heady impetuosity of a 
3 outh, proud, and justly so^ of fais first successful adyeutui^ 
assumed all the busUo and zmpoitanoo of commander of the 
Iitfde polity, which CBCoi*ted, in the language of the tim^ the 
Foitttue of Scotland He now led i^e van, noa checked his 
bounding steed till the icai had oomo up, c\hoitod the leaders 
to keep a steady, though lapid, pace, and commanded those 
who woie hmdmost of l£e party to use thou sputSi and allow 
no inteiyal to take place in then line of maich, and anon ho 
was beside the Qnoeu oi hoi ladie^ inqiunng how tlicy blocked 
the hasty journey, xmd whethei they had any commouds foi 
him But ulule Soyton thus busied himself m tlie general 
cause with some advantage to the legulai ordoi of the nimch, 
and a good deal of poisonal ostentation, the hoisomon xvho rode 
beside tbo Queen gave hei his full and undmdod attention, as 
if he bod been waiting upon some supenoi being When the 
load was luggcd and dangeiou^ bo almndoued almost entucly 
the eaie of bis own hors^ and kept his baud constantly upon 
the Queen’s biidle, if a iivei oi laager biook traveised their 
course, his left aim letained her in the saddle^ while his r^ht 
hold hei palfi^s lein 
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‘I had not thou^t^ reveiend father/ said the Qneen^ iivhen 
they reached the o&er bonk} *that the convent hied suc^ good 
horaomcn ’ The person she addressed s^hed^ibut made no other 
answer 'I know not how it is,’ said Queen Moxy, *hut either 
tlie sense of freedom, or the pleasure of my favourite exercise 
horn which I have been so long debaned, oi both combmed, 
seem to have given wings to me no fish evei shot thiough 
the water, no bud thiough the air, with the humed feeling of 
liberty raptuie with which I swxep through this mght- 
wmd, and ovei these wolds Nay, such is the magic of f^dmg 
m 3 'self once more m the saddle, tiiat I could almost sw ear 1 am 
at this moment mounted on my own favounte Eosahelle, who 
was novel matched in Scotlaud for swiftness, foi ease of motion, 
and foi Burencss of foot ' 

* And if the horse which bears so dcai a biuden could speak,’ 
answcicd the deep voice of the mdaucholy Geoige of Douglas, 
'would she not icply, who but Hosabclle oug^t at such an 
cmeigciice ns tins to sci^o hei beloved mistiess, oi who but 
Douglas ought to hold hei biidltMeinl’ 

Queen klai} started , she foresaw at ouce all tlie e\nl6 liko 
to^iise to herself and him from the deep cnthusiastio passion 
of ibis youth , but boi fcclmgs as a woman, grateful at once 
and compassionate, pieveuted hci'^assuming the dignity of a 
Queen, and she endeavoured to coutmuo the conversation m an 
ludifleiont tone 

'Methought,’ slie said, 'I heard that, at the division of my 
spoils, HosabeHe had become tho property of Lord Morton’s 
jKiramoui and ladye-lo^ Alice ’ 

'The noble palfrey Imd indeed been destined to so base a 
lot,’ answciud Dou^as ' She was kept undei four keys, and 
undm tho cliaige of a numeious clew of giooms and domestics , 
but Queen Maty needed Rosabdlc, and Rosabollc is liexo ’ 

'And was it well, Douglas,’ said Queen Majy, 'whcnstidi 
'fearful nsks of vanous kinds must needs be encountcied, that 
you should augment their penis to j-oursclf fai a subject of so 
little moment as a palfrey?’ 

* Do you call that of little moment,’ ausw ered Douglas, 'which 
has afroded you a moment’s pleasure ? Did you not stoit with 
joy when I Brst said you were mounted on Rosahcllc ? And to 
purchase you that plcasuic, though it weio to last no longer 
than die flash of lightning doth, would not Douglas have nsked 
his life a thousand times ? ’ 

' 0, pcac(^ Douglas — ^peacc,’ said the Queen, 'this is unfitting 
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language, and, bcsidci^ I ^lould speal^’ uiid &]i^ zeeollcctiiig 
hcrbclf, the abbot of St 'Maij*s Kaj, Douglas^ Iitili 
not let you quit my rein in diqileasuie ' 

'iDibpleasurc^ lady ansacnid JDouglas, ^alas ' borroa ih all 
that I can feel for ^our Tvell-Tiarranted contempt 1 should be 
as soon displeased 'nith Hea\eu for refusing tbe snidest wish 
u Inch mortiu can form** 

^Abide by my rmu, lioacrer/ said 2Iaiy, 'theic is room for 
my lord abl^t ou the other side, and, besides, I doubt if hzs 
<L>sistauco should bo so useful to Bosabc^e and me as youi% has 
been, should the mid again require it ’ 

The abbot came up on the other adev immediately 

opened a coDversation uith him on the topic of the state of 
parties^ and the plan fittest for her to purbuc in consequence 
of her deliverance In this con^ersataon Pouglas took httle 
sharo^ and nc\cr but \ihon directly apphed to by the Queen, 
ulule, os before^ his attenfaon seemed ontuely engrossed by the 
care of Mary’s personal safety She learned, houever, she had 
a nen obligation to him, since^ by his contoranoe, the abbof^ 
whom he had furnished isith the family password, was introduced 
into the castle as one of the gamson « 

Long before daybreak they ended their hasty and pcnioiis 
Toumey before the gates of Kiddne, a castle in TTest Lothian, 
liclonging to Lord Seyton When the Queen was about to 
ahgh^ Henry Seytouj prereatmg Boughs, reecirod her in ha 
arms, and, kneehng down, pmyed her Majesty to enter the 
house of his father, her faithful servant • 

*Your Grace,’ he added, * may repose yourself here in pcricct 
safety* it is afready garnsoned aith good men fm your pith 
tecdon, and I have sent a post to niyfathcr, abreo lutrtant 
arrival, at the head of five hundred men, may he look^for 
Do not dismay yourself, tberefor«i should yom he broken 
by the trampling of horse , hut only thmk that here are some 

swres more of the saucy Scytons <»me to at tend^ Stottish 
'And hy better fnonds than the BajusySey^ a Swtoh 
nueiTcanuot be guarded.' replied ilary 
Tthe^er &e, and nellnigh ^ 
anoe I have been a traveller, and I feel “ 

welcome Ctetherme, ma mtgmmne, you most 
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Maij Stnort *^1 keep her ojes open, aud distinguish her 
fnends Seyton, I need scarcely leoommcnd the venerable 
abbol^ the Douglas, and my page to your honourable core and 
ho^tality.’ 

Henry Sqfton bowed, and Catherine and Lady Flcnung 
attended the Queen to her apartment, w'hcrc, acknoTs lodging 
to them that she should have found it difficult in that moment 
to keep her promise of holding her eyes open, she icsigncd 
herself to lepose, aud awakened not till the monung was 
advanced 

Mary’s first feehng when she awoke was the doubt of her 
freedom , and the impulse piompted her to start from bed, and 
hastily throwing her mantle over her shoulders, to look out at 
the casement of her apartment 0 sight of ]oy < instead of the 
crystal ^eet of Lochleven, unaltered save by the influence of 
the wind, a landscape of wood and mooiland lay before her, 
and the paik azound the castle was occupied by the troops of 
hei most faitliful and most favourite nobles 

* Else — ^nsc, Cathenue,’ cned the enraptured Ftmeess — * arise 
and come hither i Here aie swords and spears m true hands, 
an j glittenng ormoui on loyal breasts Here are banners, my 
gul, floating m the wind, as lightly os summer clouds Gieat 
God ( what ploasuie to my weary eyes to trace their devices — 
thine own bmve fatiieFs — ^the pnnceiy Hamilton’s — ^the faithful 
Flemmg’s See — see — ^thq^ have caught a glimpse of me, and 
thiong toiniids the wmdow ' ’ 

She flung tits casement open, aud with her bare head, from 
which the tresses flew back loose and dishevelled, her fair arm, 
bleudeily veiled 1^ her msntl^ returned by m^ion and sign 
the oiadtmg shouts of the warriors, which echoed for many a 
furlong aroimd When the first burst of ecbtatic joy was over 
she recollcGtcd how lightly she was dressed, and, putting her 
hands to her fac<^ which was covered with blushes at the re- 
collection, withdrew abruptly from the window* The cause of 
her retreat was easily conjectured, aud increased the general 
enthusiasm for a pimcess who had forgotten her rank m her 
haste to acknowledge the services of hei subjects Tlie un- 
adorned beauties of the lovdy woman, too, moved the nulitazy 
spectators more than the highest display of her regal state 
might, andwhat might have seemed too free m hermodeof ap- 
pcanug before them was more than atoned for by the enthusiasm 
of the moment, aud by the delicacy evinced m her hasfyreticat 
Often as the diouts died away, as often weic they renewed, till 
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wood aud hill rung and many a deep oath tias made 
that moimng on tho ozoss of the that the hand should 
not port Auth the weapon till Maiy Stnort \in 5 lestorod to Iter 
ii^ts Bat what oie promise^ what the liopes of moitaht 
In ten days these gallant and devoted votaiics x^ore slanij were 
captives, 01 had 

Maiy dung hmsolf mto the neaicst scat) and st»n blnshiuA 
yethalf^emiling, exohumedj ^Ma they tiimK 

of mo?— to show myself to them uith my bare feet luistily 
thrust mto the slippers— only this loose mantle about mo — my 
ban loose on my shemidezs— myarms and nook soUno 0, tho 
best they can anppose is, that hoi abode m }ondo( diingeoti 
has tinned then Queen’s bram ^ But my rebel subjects miw 
me exposed tihon 1 was in the depth of miotiou, uhy slionld 
I hold ooldoi ceiemouy with these faithful and loial men? 
Call Fleming howovoi , 1 tnist sho has not foxgottcu tljo little 
nuul mth my appaiol Wo must ho as bmve ns wo can, 


madam, our good Lady Plomuig was m no case lo 

wmcmboi auy^mg * , « ^ 

‘You jest, Cathonno,' said Uio Queen, somewhat oflonaed, 
'it 18 not an hoi nntmc, suiciy, to ^ot hci dutj bofni a» to 
loavQ us without a clmiigo of appaiol? ' 

'Boland Gramie, modam, took caieof tlmtj’answcied Cethi^ 
jmo 'for he throw tho mail with your Jlighucss’b cloUios niid 
ion ois into the boat* me ho ran bide to look tJvc gate I nevm 
raw BO ankward a page fts tJat youtli . tho paclfct ndlnigh fell 

on mv head ’ , m ^ ^ . 

‘He shall mako thy heart amonds, my gub Baid Queen 
Maiv. laughing, ‘foi that and nil othoi offoireos given But 
call Flonung, and let us put ouraches into app.iwl to meet our 

^'“*^^^)een tho piepaiations, and «icK was ^ 

Lady Fleming, that tlio Queen appiiod before her assembly 
Sm in sn^ nttue ns liecame, though ><! 
w nnfmil diffuitv With tUc uiost niiuung conrtosy, w»c 
5™^ to mdiMdual hm gmteful UiauH and dignij^ 
noble, but many of tho lessei ba,on% b> her 

^“Sd'wSnl. my lords!' sUosaid; ‘ whntiniydoymir 
MiiioBty IB BO ploa-scd, and thenco to Dunbiiton, topbo > 
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Grace's person in safol^^ aftei wLich ^ve long to prove if these 
traitors vnll abide ns in the iidd ' 

'And when do ■we jonmejl' 

'We propose,' said Lord Seyton, 'if yom Giace’s fatigue will 
pcnmt^ to take horse after the mornings meal ' 

'Your pleasure, my lord^ is mine,' leplied the C2ueen, 'tto 
T nll rule oar joumey by your vnsdom noi\, and hope heieaftei 
to have the advantage of goreming by it our kmgdozn You 
vill permit my ladies and me, my good lords, to hieak our fast 
along vrith you, must be lialf eoldiei's ourselves, and set 
state apart ’ 

Low bowed many a helmeted head at this gracious pioifer, 
when the Queen, glancing hei eyes thiough the assembled 
leaden^ missed b^h Douglas and Roland Gncme, and mquiied 
for them in a whisper to Cathenne Seyton 

'Theyaie m yonder oiatoiy, madam, sad enough,' replied 
Qithonne, and the Queen observed that her favouiite's eyes 
were red with weeping 

'This must not m,' said the Queen 'Keep the company 
amused. I will seek them, and intioduoe them myself ' 

She went into the oratory, wheie the first she met was George 
Douglas standing, ok rathei reclmmg, m the recess of a window, 
hiB ^ok rested against the wall and his arms folded on his 
breast At the sight of the Queen he started, and his oounte' 
nance diowed, for an mstout^ an eiqiression of intense delight, 
which was instantly exchang^ for his usual deep melancholy 
' What means tbs f ' she said. ' Douglas, why does the first 
dcvisei and bold executor of the happy scheme for our freedom 
shun the company of his fdlow-nobles, and of the aoroieign 
whom he has obliged V 

'^adazUi'r^i^ Douglas, 'thoso whom you gracowith youi 
presence bnng followers to aid your cause, wealth to support 
your state— can offei you halls m which to feast, and impreg- 
nable castles for yom defence I am a houseless and landless 
man — dismhcnted hy my [grand-] mothei, and laid under her 
malediction — disowned by my name and kindred — ^who bnng 
Dotlnog to youi standard but a single sword, and the poor life 
of its owner ' 

'Do you mean to upbraid Douglas,' rephed the Queen, 
*by showing what you have lost for my sakel' 

* God forbid, madam * ' interrupted the young man, eagerly , 
'were it to do again, and had I ten tunes os much rank and 
wrealth, and twenty tunes as many fnends to lose, my losses 
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^\onld bo ovcipaid by tho first stopj'ou madc^ as afrco pnnccs^ 
upon tbo soil of your iiati\o kingdom * 

‘ And Trliat then ails yoU| that you \n]l nob rojoico \nbh those 
nho icjoico upon tho samo joyful occasion said the Queen 
'I^fodam/ replied tho youths * though exhendated and dzs* 
owned, I am yet a Douglas wiUi mosb of yondei nobles my 
f.imilj' liave liecn in feud for ages — a cold reception among&t 
tlicm Mere an insult^ and a kind one yet moic humiliating/ 
*Foi sliomc^ Douglas,’ icplicd tlio Queen, ‘shako off this 
iinmiinly gloom ^ I eon malvC thee match for the best of tJiem 
in title and fortune^ and, believe mo, I will Go then amongst 
them, I command yon ’ 

* Tliat word,’ said Douglas, ‘ is enough I go Tins only let 
me say, tliat not fox wealth oi title would I hare done iiiat 
which I have done ]Uary Stnait will not) and the Queen 
cannot) row aid me ’ 

So saying; ho left the oratory, mingled with tho nobles, and 
placed himself at the bottom of the tabic The Queen looked 
aftci lum, and put her kerchief to hei ej es 

‘Now, Our Lady pty me,’ she said, ‘foi no sooner are my 
* piison cares ended timn those which besefc me as a woman ijjd 
a queen again thxekcu around me Happy Elisabeth * to whom 
political interest is everything; and whose heait never betray 
thy head And now must I seek this otliei boy, if I woidd 
pievont dnggcrs-dniwmg betwivt him and tlie young Bopan 
^laud Gimme was m the same oratory, ^t at ^ 


escape’ 


inco fiom Douglas, that ho could not ovemiai w^l paa^ 
etwixt the Queen and him He also was moody and tooughir 
iL but oleaied his brow at the Queen*^ question. How now, 
Poland t you aie ncgbgent in your attendauce Ibis morning 
JO you BO much overcome wiUi your n^bt s ndei , 

‘ Not BO, gracious madam,’ answmed ^ ^ 

ha page of Loohleven is not tho page of ^ 

j iKi Henry Seyton hath in a manner been pleased to 

<!"« ‘Jr 

oek-oluckens begin to spoi ' With 
amy bo a queen I vill toe yoit friends , Soi^e 


« 
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* Willingly, m&dam/ anSTrcred Scyton, ‘so tlut the youth 
\nll grant me, as a boon, that he touch not the hand of another 
SojtoQ whom he knous of. Mj band has passed current for 
hers with him before now , and to wm my friendship, he must 
give up thoughts of my sisteris love/ 

‘ Henry Seyton,’ said the Queen, ‘ docs ft become you to add 
any condition to my command T 

‘]Uadain,’ said Henry, ‘I am the servant of your Grace's 
throne, son to the moat loyal man m Scotland Om* good^ our 
castles, our blood, arc yours , our honour is m our own keeping 
I could say more, but ^ 

‘Nay, speak on, rude boy,' said tibe Queen, ‘uhat avails it 
that I am released from Lochleven, if I am thus enthralled 
under the yoke of my pretended ddiverers, and prevented from 
doing lustice to one who has deserved as well of me as vour- 
sclfl' 

‘ Be not m this distempczatore for me, sovereign lady,’ said 
Roland, ‘this young gentleman, being riie faithful servant of 
your Gmce, and the bixither of Gathenne Seyton, bears that 
about him which will charm down my passion at the hottest.' 

^ ‘ I worn thee once more,' said Henry Se}*ton, haughtily, ‘ that 
you make no speech which may mf^ that the daughter of Lord 
Seyton can be aught to tbee beyond what she is to every churl's 
blood in Scotland ' 

The Queen was agam about to interfere, for Roland’s com- 
plexion rose, and it became somewliat questionable how long his 
love for &theftne would suppress the natural fire of his temper. 
But the intcrpositiou of another person, hitherto unseen, pre- 
vented Mary’s mterference There was in the oratoiy a sepamte 
shrme, inclo&ed with a high screen of pierced oak, within which 
was placed an image of St Beimet, of peculiar sanclaty. From 
this recess m which she had been probably engaged in her devo- 
tions, issued suddenly Magdalen Gramu^ and addressed Henrv 
Seyton, in reply to his last offenrive expressions — And of what 
clay, then, are they moulded these Seytoni^ that the blood of 
the Gnemes may not aspire to min^e with theirs? Enow, 
proud boy, that when I called this youth my daughter's child, I 
affirm his de^nt fiom Malise Earl of Sttathem, called Malise 
with the Bright Brand , and I trow the blood of your house 
springs from no hi^er source ’ 

‘ Good mother,* said S^on, ‘methinks your sanctity should 
make yon superior to these worldly vamtaes, and mdeed it 
seems to have rendered you somewhat ohhvious touchmg them, 


% 
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sincc^ to be of gentle descent^ tbc fathei^s name and lineage 
mubt be as well quah6cd m the mothm^s ’ 

'And if I say he comes of the blood of Arend bjtbe father’s 
side/ rajihcd Jfngdnlen Gncmc, 'nomo I not blood as ncblj 
coloured .IS thine o\^n V 

'Of Arcncll' said the Qncon; 'is my page descended of 
A^euoH^ 

'Ay, gracious Pnnccs^ and the lastmalo heir of that anment 
house Julian Arcuol nas his father, nho fell m battle against 
tlie Southron ' 


'I hare heard the tale of sorroir/ said the Queen^ 'it tens 
tlij daughter, then, wlio folloticd that unfortunate barra to the 
field, and died on his bodyf Alas* hotr many nays does 
troman’s affection find to nork out her on n miseij * The tale 
has oft been told and sung in lioU and boirer And tbon, 
Aoland, art that child of misfortune, who was left among the 
dead and djingf Henry Scyton, he is thine equal in bloodand 

birth ' , 1 X 

'Sooicoly so,* said Hcniy Seyton, 'even were ho l^tunate, 
but if tlic tale be told and sung anght, Julian Avend was a 
false knight, and his leman a frail and crednlons maiden , 
'Now, by Heaven, than heat * ' said Roland Gneme, and laid 
his hand on his sword The entrance of Lord S^jion, hon erm*, 


nrerented violence , ^ 

'Save me, mr lord, said the Queen, 'and scqMiatc these 

wild and untamed Bpmts* , 

'How, Henry** said the baron, 'are my (fcsUe and toe 
Queen's presence no checks on thme m^^tse and unpeto^^ 1 
And xnth-sfhom ait thou brawling? eyes tot 

token false, it is with to veiy youth who aided me «> 
in to Bkiimish with to Leslies Let mo loo^ * £ 

medal which thou wearest in thy cap By St 
same » Hemy, I command thee to forbear him, as ton lovest 

™^‘A^^ywn honour my cranmond,’ said to Queen, 'good 

iV-taT .W ta’’™ 

W w »rt 
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renaaining hopo of a falhog lioiiso m this gieat action — at 
leasts know and oounsellcd ^ and 'what merit maj be mm^ let 
the reward, most gracions Queen, descend upon this youth. 
My mmistry here is ended you are free — a sovereign princess 
at the head of a gallant aimy, sunounded by valiant barons 
My service could avail you no farther, but might wdl prejudice 
you ; your fortune now rests upon men’s hearts and men’s 
saoids ^lay they prove as trusty os the faith of women > ’ 

* You will not leave us, mother,’ said the Queen — ‘ you whose 
practices in our favour were so powerful, who dared so many 
danger^ and wore so many disguises, to blmd our enemies and 
to confirm oui fnends — ^yon will not leave us in the dawn of our 
reviving fortunes, ere we have tune to know and to thank yon 1 ’ 

‘You cannot know her,’ answered hlagdalcn Grseme, ‘who 
knows not herself there are tunes when, m this woman’s frame 
of mine, there is the strength of him of Gath , m this overtoiled 
bram, the wisdom of the most sage counsellor, and again the 
mist IB on mc^ and my strength is weakness, my wisdom folly 
I have spoken before prmces and cardinals — ay, noble Princess, 
even before the pnnoes of thine own house of Lorraine — and I 
knq;(7 not whence the words of persuasion came which flowed 
from my bps, and were drunk m by their ears And now, even 
w hen I most need words of persuasion, there is something w Lich 
chokes my voice and robs me of utterance.’ 

‘ If there be aught in my power to do thee pleasure,* said the 
Queen, ‘the barely naming it shall avail as well as all thine 
eloquence ’ * 

‘Sovereign lady,’ replied the enthusiast, ‘it shames me that 
at this high moment something of human frailty should chug 
to one whose vows the saints have heard, whose labours m the 
rightful cause Heaven has prospeied But it will he thus, while 
the livmg sprit is sbnned m the clay of mortahty. I will yield 
to the folly,’ she said, weepmg as riie spoke, ‘and it shall he 
the last’ Then sewing Bohn’s hand, she led him to the 
Queen’s feet, kneelmg herself upon one knee, and causing him 
to kneel on both ‘Mighty Pnneess,’ she said, ‘look on this 
flower--— it was foimd by a kmdly stranger on a bloody field of 
battle, and long it was ere my anxious eyes saw, and my aims 
pressed, all that was left of my only daughter. For your sake, 
and for that of the holy faith we both profess, I could leave this 
plant, while it was yet tender, to the nurture of strangers — ay, 
of enemies, by whom, pctch^ce, his blood would have been 
poured forth as wme, had the heretic Glendimung known that 

XX 26 
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ho had in his hotlso the hoii of Julian A^cnel. Since then I 
have teOU him Only hi a few houia of doubt .md dicad, and Inm 
I pait with the cluld of my lo^e — ^foi oici — ^foi eMa*' 0, for 
OTci^ wdoiy stop I have made in youi iightfiil m this 
and in foieigli lands, give protection to tho child whom I iniisl 
no moio call nunoi’ 

•I sweai to you, niothei,’ said the Qilcen, deeph affcittd, 
*fcha 1 ^ foi yoiir sake and ins own, Ins bappiucss and foitiiiic 
shall ho our clintgc 

*I ilionk you, daughfcoi of piinccs/ said ^lagdalcn, and 
plessed hci hp^ first to the Queen’s liniid, tlicu to the bm 
of hei giandsOn *Aud im,’ she said, dicing hci tCiU^ ami 
using 'witli digfiity, *cartli has had its ovui, and Ho<ncn 
the lest Liono&h of Scotland, go foiCJi and coiiquci ’ oial if 
the pzayois of a devoted votaicss can u^ail ihcc, they imII use 
in many a kind, and fiom many a distant shiinc 1 \12ll glide 
like a ghost from laud to laud, fzom temple to temple j and 
>dieio the very name of m> coUnti;}* is unkiionn, the piiests 
shall ask nho is the queen of that distant iioithuni thnic, for 
\rhom tho aged j^dgiim %ab so fcivcut in pni^oi li^nouelJ ' 
Honoui be tluuc^ and caitlily probpciitj}*, if it bo the niH of (X>dy 
if not, may tho peiinnco thou sli^t do hcio on&iiio tliy Injipi- 
iiess Loicaftei ' Let no one bpc«ik 01 follou me — my r^olniton 
IS taken — ^my voa cannot bo Cwnicclled ’ 

She gilded from tlicir iircscitce ns she bjioke, niid lier la^t kKik 
was upon her beloved gnindchiKl lie uoti]d«]ia%e n^en .md 
followed, but tho Queen and Lord Seaton intciroied 

M’lcsb Hot on her now/ said Loid Seaton, ‘if }ou would not 
lobO hci foi ever Many a tune ha\c wc bccii the sainted uiothei, 
and often at tlie most needful moinoiity but to piess on her 
pn\acy, or to thwart hci puipo&c, is a cuino winch bln? (Miiiiot 
paidon I tiuht we shall 3 ct bcc hci at hei need— hol^ woinan 
bhe lb for cci tain, and dcdiuitcd w hollj* to ]>raA ei and iwibnu , 
and hence tho licretics hold lici as one dibtnicted, while liar 

Oattiolies deem lici a sanit ’ . 1 -ti 

'Let me then hopo,’b.iid tho Queen, 'that 3011, in} hml, will 
nid mo m tlio ovccution of her hist icqiic'st * 

'Wittt* III the piolectioii of my 3onng secoiwu— chcri rwn> 
—that is, mall that yoUi Majesty can think it hlting lo 
of me Hern}, gise thy hand the luslnnl to Jcolami 

Asenci for &o I prosiimc he must now bo called ’ . r #• i 

'And shall be lord of the baioiiy/ uid the Queen, 
piObpcr 001 zighiful utnib ’ 
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'It can only bo to lestoie it to my lund protccticsSi '\sho 
now boldh said yonng Avend 'I would mthci bo landless 
all zny Lfo than she lost a lood of ground by mo ’ 

'Nay/ said tho Queen, looking to Loid SeytOn, 'his mind 
matobos his birth Homy, thou hast not yet given thy hand ’ 
'It IS his,’ said Hemv, gl^'lng it with some apj^iancc of 
couitesy, but whispering Roland at the same time, ‘ Foi all this 
thou ha^ not my sistoi’s ’ 

' Ma}” it please youl Giace/ said tiord Seyton, ' nmv that these 
passages aio ovci, to honour oni pooi meal it weie that 

our Imnucis wcic leflcotcd in the Clyde We must to horse 
with as little delay as may he ’ 



CHAPTER XXXVn 

Ay, sir — onr nncipnl cixmii, in tlicv mM timc«, 

Ott stood uuou a cast , tlio j^amulcr's diiiit. 

So often stoked, and lost, and then regain’d. 

Scarce kncir so man^ hazards 

T/iC JS^p^nuJf /h/Zfcr 

It is not our object to enter into the liibtonc.iI part of tlie 
reign of the ill-fated ifarj', or to rccoinit how, diimig iho 
Meek Mhich succeeded her flight from JLiOchlc\cn, licr parti/aiib 
zniibtercd around her Mitli their followers, forming a gnllnnt 
armyi amountuig to six thoubaud men So mu&h light lias 
been lately thronu on the most minute details of the peno^i hj 
Mr Chalmers^ in his Talitablc History €fQwm Marv, that the 
reader may lie safely referred to it for the AiJlcbt lufonimtimi 
Mhich ancient records aflord concerning that mterrsting time 
It i& sufficient foi oui puipobc to iA\, Uiat Mhile Murjt'b head- 
quarters Mere at Hamilton, the Begent nml his ndherciits had, 
m the King’s nanu^ assembled a host at UlftsgoM, infcnor 
indeed to that of the Queen in nurolrer% but foniiidttble fnan 
the miliUry talents of Murray, ^lorton, tlie Laml of Grange, 
and others, mIio had been trained from their youth iii foreign 
aud domestic M.irb 

In these circumstances, it m<is the obMOus ])ohc^ of Queen 
Mary to «noid a conflict, MXJiire that, were her porMiii once in 
safety, the number of her adherents must dnih increobe, 
Mherens, the forces of those opjxised to her must, us Irid fre 
quciitly hapiicncil in the pres ions histor} of her reign, hs\e 
diminished, and their spinls Jiecnnie liroken -And so CMdent 
MAS this to her coiiii<.ellorb, that thc^ rc*oh«l their first step 
should be to place the Queen in the strong castle of I)niil>aii^iu, 
there to await the course of orciits, the iimial of wiccimrs 
from France, and the lesics winch were made h\ herAdlicnnt-* 
in every pronnee m Scotland Accordingly, oitlerh were p'cn 
that all men sliould bo on horseback or on foot, apjiarcHcd w 
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ihcir annoiU} and ready to follow the Queen’s standard in 
anay of battl<^ the avowed determinatioa being to escoifc her 
to ilie castle of Dunbaiton in defiance of her enemies 

The muster was made upon Hamilton Moor^ and the march 
commenced m all the pomp of feudal tunes Mihtary music 
sounded, banners and pennons waved, oimoui glittered far and 
wide,' spears glanced and tamklcd like stars in a frosty 
sky The gallant spectacle of warlike parade was on this 
occasion dignified 1^ the piesence of the Queen herself, who, 
with a fair letmuc of ladies and household attendants^ and a 
8)^K2Cial guard of gentlemen, amongst whom young Scyton and 
lloland were distinguished, gave grace at once and confidence 
to the army, which spread its ample files before^ aiouud, and 
behind her Many churchmen also joined the cavalcade, most 
of whom did not sciiiplo to assume arms, and dedare their 
mtontion of wnelding them in defence of Mary and the Catholic 
faith Not so tlie abbot of St Mary’s Roland bad not seen 
this prelate smee the night of their escape fiom Loohleven, 
and he now beheld him, robed m the dress of his order, assume 
bis station near tlic Queen’s person Roland hastened to puU 
o^hiB basnet, and beseech the abbot’s blessing* 

‘Thou hast it, my son*’ said the pnest, ‘I see thee now 
under thy true name, and m thy rightful garb The helmet 
witli the holly-branch befits your brows well I have long 
waited for the hour then shonldst assume it ’ 

‘ Then you knew of my descent^ my good father t’ said Roland 
‘I did 8o,*but it was under s^ of confession from thy 
grandmother, nor was I at liberty to tdl the secret till she 
herself diould make it known ’ 

‘Her reason foi such secrecy, my fafherl’ said Roland 
Avenel 

‘Fear, perchanc^ of my brothei — a mistaken fear, for 
Halbert would not, to ensure hims elf a kmgdom, have ofihred 
wrong to an orphan , besides that your titl^ m quiet times, 
even hod youi father done your m^er that justice which I 
well hope he did, could not have competed with that of my 
brother’s wife, the child of Julian’s elder brother.’ 

‘T^ey ne^ fern no competition from me,’ said Avenel. 
‘Scotland 18 wide enough, and there are many manors to win, 
without plundcnng my benefactor But prove to me; my 
reve^nd father, tliat my father was just to my mother; ^ow 
mo that I may call myself a legitimate Avenel, and make me 
your hounden ^ve for ever * ’ 
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*Ay/i^he4 the abbofe *I ftpai the Seytona hold theo cheap 
foi that stain on thy shield jf^oipoth|ng’, howeverj I hate 
leaint fiom the late Abbot l^pifact^ 'abicb^ if it pore sootlii 
may ledpem t?iat ^ppioach ’ 

^Tcll ipo that blessed ncws^'aaid Boland, ^and the fpture 
BorviCG of my hfo * 

* Bash boy I ^ said the abbot, ‘ I should but madden thine 
impatient tempei by exciting hopes that may neror bo ful- 
filled, and IS this a tipic foi tliom? Think on Mhat peiilous 
march ^e aie bound, and if thou hast u sin uuponfessed, 
neglect not tho only leisure vhich Hpaven may pemlianco 
nfibid thee fpr confession and absolution ’ 

‘There 'nill be time enough foi jbeth, I trust, vhen ^^c 
reach Dniibaiton/ ausvezed the page 

‘Ay/ said the abbot, ‘thou crowest as loudly as the nest, 
but \>e aie not yet at Dunbarton, aud there is a Jioii in tlie 
path ' 

‘Mean you Murray, Moiton, and tlic other rebels at 
Glasgow, my leveiend fathoi ? Tusli » they daio not look on 

the loyal banner ' « , , 

‘Even so,’ replied tho nbbofe ‘speak many of those uho m 
oldei, and should be ivisoi, than thou J have returned fiobi 
the southern shues, 'i^hoio I left many a chief of name aiming 
in the Qpeon’s inteiest I left tho loids hoie mjso and con- 
sideiate men, I find them mndmon on my return they aie 
willing, foi meio pnde and vainglory-, to biayo the enemy, and 
to carry the Queen, as it were in tnumph, past too wajls of 


Glasgow', and under toe beaids of too adierso aimy SP|dom 
does Heaven smile on sneh mistimed confidence no phall bo 

St; % 

whatav4ilB if i^hispeung to young wives tjic dnngois pi to 

phaso? You ynll know, pciclmnce, me tins day is nnt, wliat 

vouder men pie, whom you hold uj rash oontepipt 

^ ‘ Why, what wo thoy ?• sa,d Heniy 

+hmt\ ‘Have thevsinews of wiic and fiesh of wu » * i 


H. .m »-! 
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BnthTen’s bade. Kukcaldy of Grange named by the Con- 
stable Montmorency the fimt soldiei m Europe My brother, 
too good a name for such a cause, has been far and 'nido knonn 
for a leader ' 

‘The better— the bettor said Soy ton, triumphantly, ‘ve 
shall have all these tiartors of rank and name in a fan field 
before us. Our cause is the best, om numbers are tbo strongest, 
our hearts and limbs matdi theus St Bonnet, and set on < ’ 

The abbot made no reply, but seemed lost in reflpction, 
aqd hiB anuety in some measure oommunicatod itself to 
Koland Avenel, who ever, as their line of march led over a 
iidgc or an emmcnco, cast an anxious look towards the towers 
of Gla^;oa, as if ho expected to see sjmiptoms of the enemy 
issuing forth It uas not that he feared the fight, but the 
issue was of snclr deep import to his country and to himself 
that the uatuxal fire of his spint burned uith a less lively, 
though Tilth a more intense, glow Love, honour, fame, 
fortune, all seemed to depend on the issue of one field, rashly 
horaid^ perhaps, but now hkely to become unavoidable and 
decisiyo 

When, at length, thou inarch came to be nearly parallel 
Tftth the wfy of Glasgow, Boland became sensible that the 
high grounds before them were already ni part occupied by a 
foicc, shoumg, like their own, the royal banner of Scotland, 
and on the point of being supported by columns of infantry and 
squadrons ik horse, whitm the city gates had poured forth, and 
which imstilji advanced to sustain those troops who already 
possessed the ground in front of the Queen’s forces Horseman 
after hoisoman galloped m from the advanced guard, with 
tidings that Murray bad taken the fie]d with his whole army ^ 
that his object was to intercept tbe Queen’s march, and his 
purpose unques^onablo to hasatd a battle It was now that 
the tempers of men were subjected to a sudden and a severe 
tnal , and that those who bad too presiimptuonsly concluded 
that they should pass without oomimt were something discon- 
certed, when, at once^ and with little tune to deliberate, they 
found themselves placed m fiont of a icsoliito enemy Thar 
chiefs immediately assembled around the Queen, and held a 
hwty council of war Clary’s qurr-enng lip eonfessed the fear 
which she onitovourcd to omiceal under a bold and dignified 

Qcmcauour But her efibrte were overcome ^pamfulrecollec- ' 

nous of the disastiTOs issue of her last appearance m arms at 
Uirberiy Hill , and, when she meant to have asked them their 
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ad^ico for ordunug the battle, slio mvoluutanly inquired 
uiiotlicr there uoio no means of cscnpmg ’ftithontou engs^ 
nieiit? 

^E^apuig nnsucicd the Loid Scjton *Wlicn I stand as 
one to ten of your Highnc&s's cnenneef, 1 nmj think of escape 
but uc\cr uhilo 1 stand uitli thico to tuo > ' 

’Biiltio * — ^battle exclaimed the assembled lords^ uill 
dnvc the rebels fh>m tlieu xantage ground, as the hound turns 
the Imre on the hillside * 

Ofcthmks, inj noble lords^' said tlie abbots *it ueie ns uell 
to prevent his gaining tlmt advantage Our road lies through 
jondor hamlet on the brow, and ii\hicliever party hath the luck 
to possess it, with its little gardens and inelosure^ uill attain 
a 2 > 05 t of great defence ’ « 

*Tho levciond father is right,' said the Queen ' 0 , haste 
thee, &ytou — hast^ and get thither befme them, tliey are 

xnaiching like the mnd * , , ^ v 

Sox'ton bowed low, and turned Ins liorso’s head Xoiff 
Highness honours me,' he said , mil instantly press forward 

and soire tlio pass * , j ^ 

*Nob before me, my lord, whose chaige is the commana m 

the vanguard,' said the Lord of Arbroath , . 

♦Befoio you, or any Hamilton in Scotland,' said the Sejton, 

* having the Queen's command Follow mq, ^gentleinen, my 
v nimlH and kinsmeu St Bonnots and set on * 

‘And follon mo,’*s«ud Arbroath, ‘my n^o 
bniTC mcn-tenants, we mil see ^lucb mil first reach the post 
of dnngoi For and Queen Mary ' ^ 

*Ilfi)moned haste and most unhappy ^e, said the ab^ 
who saw them and their followers ru& ba^ly and es^lo^^ 
to ascend tlie height, mthout waitmg till tbeir 

mff and 803 ton, who were each alwit to ftfilow 

who hastened thus disorderly to the eonfiiot, mil pu lea 

SeytoMonotleaVeme, there me enough ai® to s^om 

Kil oomhat-wzthdmw not timse to whom I trust for my 
“*«^e may nob leave her Grace,* said Bolmd. looking at 
Hf^^S^jS^h^^Suwoiddsb find out thaVtoJomod 
the fiery puth 
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Boland jnado no anbwer, but bit bib lip till the blood came, 
and spuning bis borso up to tbo aide ol Catbeime Baton’s 
palfrey, be whispeied m a losv voice, ‘ I nevei thought to have 
done aught to desci>e you, but this day I have heard myself 
upbnud^ 'With conoidice^ and my sword lemamod still sheathed, 
and all for the love of you ’ 

^There is madness among ns all,’ said the damsel ^my 
fatliei, my brother, and you are all alike bcieft of leason 
Ye should think only of tlus poor Queen, and you are all 
inspired by your on u absurd jealousies The monk is the only 
soldier and man of sense amongst you all My loid abbot,’ she 
ciicd aloud, * were it not better c bliould draw to the w estw ard, 
and 'A ait the event that God shall send us, instead of remammg 
heic ra tlie highway, ondangenug the Queen's person, and 
cumbeirag the troops m their advance 1’ 

‘Yon say well, my daughtm,’ lephed the abbot, ‘hod we 
but one to guide us where the Queen’s person may he in safety ^ 
Our nobles huny to the conflict, without casting a thought on 
the very cause of the wai ’ 

‘Follow me,’ said a knight, oi man-at-aims^ well mounted, 
and accoutred completely in black armoui, but having the 
^isor of hiB helmet closed, and bcanng no ciest on his lidmet, 
01 donee upon lus shidd 

‘Wo will follow no stranger,’ said the abbot, ‘without some 
wairant of his 'truth ’ 


^ I am a stranger and in your hand^'’ said the horseman , 
If you wish 4o know moie of me, the Queen herself will be 
your warrant’ 

Tlio Queen liad temained fixed to the as if disabled by 
fear, yet meehamcally snnlrngi bowing, and waving bor hand, 
as oi^eiB were low ered and spears depicssed before hei, while, 
emulating ^e stnfo betwixt Seyton and Aibroath, band on 
ttind pressed forward tboir march tow ards the enemy Scoree, 
nowova, bad the black iider whispered something in her eai 
than she assented to what he said , and when he spoke aloud 
command, ‘Gentlemen, it is the Queen’s 
^“■’7 ^tteied, ivith some- 

Hiiiig bke eagerness, the word ‘Tes ’ 

instant, for the black horseman, 

^ “aW him^^e 
of hounds and short turns as showed the nder mns^^^ n^ 

of the ammal, and gettmg the Queen’s htilc retame in so^ 
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wdo^OT maiobiog, he Jed thorn to the left, diieotuig liis comae 
towiuns a oastl^ which, oi opining a gentle yet oommauduig 
ennneaGe, piesonted an extensive view ovei the conntiy bencetl), 
and, in particular, conunandod a tigtt of those heights which both 
aijnios hastened to occupy, and which it was nois appaiont 
must almost instantly bo the scene of struggle and dispute 
^ Youdei towm^’ said the abboi^ questioning the sable house- 
man, *to whom do they belong? and are they now in the 
hands of fneuds?^ 

'They aie untenanted,’ leplied the stiangei, ‘m, at Icasl^ 
they have no hostile inmates Eat uige these youths sir 
abbot, to make moio haste, this is but an eMl tune to satiny 
their idle cmiosity, bypeenng out upon the battle in wluoh 
they mo to take no sliaie ’ 

‘ The WDise Juok mine,’ said Homy Soyton, who ovcrheaid 
him, fl would lathm be under my fathei’s banner at this 
moment than bo made cliambmlain of HoJyiood, lor this my 
picsent duty of peaceful ivaid well and patiently dis^aiged ’ 
'Your place undci your fathci’s baunei will slioitly bo right 
dangeious,’ said Boland Arcnel, who^ pressing his horbo tow aids 
the westnaid, had still his look leveited to the amnes, 'fm I 
see yondei >body of oavahy which piessos fiom the enstnoid 
will reach the viDago eie Lm Seyton can gam it ’ 

'They oie but cayaliy,* sud Seyton, looking attentively, 

' they cannot hold the village without shot of bazguobuss ’ 

'Look mote closely,' said Eolond, 'you wdl tlmtoach 
of these horsemen who advance sq rapidly from Qlasgow canics 
a footman b^md bun ’ 


'Now, by Heaven, he speaks well P said the black cavalioi , 
'one of you two must go catty the news to Lord So} ton and 
Lord Arbioath, that they hasten not tlicii horsemon on befoio 
the foot^ but advance more regularly ’ 

‘Be that my enund,’ said Boland, 'foi I first maikcd tlio 
stratagem of the enemy ' 

'But, by yom leave,’ said Sqrton, 'yonder is my fntlicrs 
banner engaged, and it best becomes mo to go to the rescue 
'I will stand ly the Queen’s decision,’ said Boland Aiencl 
'^yhnt new appeal ^-what now quanell’ smd Queen 
'Are thoio not in yondei daik host enemies enough to Slaw 
Stuart, but must her veiy fnonda turn enemies to each r^hc^ 
'Nay, madam,’ said Roland, 'the young Master of Soften 
and I did but diroute who should leave yom person to do a 

most needful messogetothehosk He thought Ins rank entitled 
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hun, and I deemed that the person of least consequence, being 

my^, \fcrc better perilled ^ 

SQ,’ said tae Queen > ^if ope must Ioato me, bo it 

Seyton’ 

Heuij SojtoQ boi^d till the \ibito plumes on bis helmet 
mixed witli the flowing mane of his gallaut wai-horso, then 
placed himself Arm lu the saddle, shook his lance aloft with an 
[ur of tnnmph and dctenmnation, and stiikmg his hoiso with 
the spuis, made towards his fathoi’s banner, which was still 
advancing up the hill, and dashed his steed o\ei every obstacle 
that occurred in his headlong path 

*My hrothci' my father*’ exclaimed Cathenne, with an 
expression of agonised appieheusion — * they ate in the midbt of 
pciil, and I m safety * ’ 

‘ Would to God, said Roland, ‘ that I were with them, and 
could ransom ovoiy drop of their blood by two of mine * ' 
^Dolnotknow thou dost wish itV said Cathenne ‘Can 
a woman say to a man what I have wellmgh said to tliec, and 
yet think tiiat he could barboui fcai or faintness of heart? 
Tliore 18 that m yon distant sound of approaching battle that 
pleas® me even whUc it affrights me I would I weie a man, 
tllat I might feel that stem delight without the mixture of 
teirm *’ 


‘Ride uj^nde up, Lady Cathenne Seyton,’ cued the abbot 

^ncath the Trails of the castle—* nde up, and aid Lady Flemme 
to ^port tha Queen— she gives way moie and mme ’ 
ftW? lifted Maty fiom the saddle, and were 

the casUo, when she said faintly, 

Ao^re— notth^ these walls mil I never enter more 1 ’ 

«n. a nX'"’ ‘hat you 

much— much more,' answeied the un- 
I look ^ith steady 
wliinW scenes' I must foiget the davs 

^“ihlT t1,i“r rt ***1 ^ lost— the murdered— 

'mSl a! S! “Id the Lady Fleming, 

to Daniloy ^ mamed 

m’mS’’ ‘Thy hand is upon ns ' Bear vet 
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A and continued fire of cannon and nmsketiy boxe 
a tremendous burden to lus nordi^ and seemed far more than 
tlicj* to recall the &irnU of the Queen 

*To jondcr tree/ she said, poiufing to a vew-trec ttIucIi 
greu on a suuill mount dose to the castle, ^rknowsttiell— 
from tbeuee roit mai sec a prospect ividc as from the peals of 
•Schclnihos ’ 

And freeing hcrbclf from her assistants, she iralked mtb a 
detennined, ict sonierrhat wild, step up to the stem of the 
noble jen The abbot, Catherine^ and JloUnd Arcnel followed 
her, uhxic Lnih Fleming kept bd<^ the infenor pezsons of her 
tnm. Tiie bl ick horseman also followed the Queen, waitmg 
on her as closely as the sbadon upon the lights but ever re- 
intiiningat the dista*icc of two or three jaw; he folded his 
arms on ]ii< bjsom. turned hia^ bock to the battle, and seemed 
eold\ occupied by gazing on Mair through the bars of his 
closed visor The Queen n^rded him not. but fixed her eyes 
upon the spiuaduig \cw. 

*Ay, fair and stately tre^' she said, as xf at the sight of it 
she had been rapt away from the prcaent soenCi and had oreiv 
come the honor winch had oppressed her at the first approach 
to Cimkstoue, * there tliou standest* gar and goodly as ever. 




love, AH is gone ^ce I last ^oeted thee— love and lover— 
vows and %ower— king and kn^dom. How goes tiie fieH 
lord abbot! with n^ I trust, vet what but evil can 31017% 

eyes witness from tlus qwt!’ , u ,, i»,i 

Her attendants eagerlj bent their <g-es on the fieia 01 battle 
but oonld discover nothing more than that it was ohstinatdy 
contested. The small inclosnres and cotta^ gardens m the 
•rillasm, of winch tbev had a full and comnianamg new, am 
diordv before ky, with thdr linw of qrcaii^ and a^ 
ttS, so stiU and qmet m the mild bght of a^y sm^ wem 
n^each converted mto a line of fire,^opirf 
the sustained and constant report of the 

mingled with the shouts of the meeting oombafemt^ showed 
thafc as vet neither partv bad given ground. v n „ 

*Sa Its finS departure to heavm whell m 

thesSul thunders, said the S 

in the Holy Church jom me m orisons for nctoiy m this 

here.’ said the unfortunate Queen— ‘pray 
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between the post and the pfresont to dare to approach the 
IIca?euly thionc. Or, of ye ’vull pray, bo it for ono \iho&e 
fondest affoctioiui have been her gr^test crimes, and irho hoe 
ceased to bo a queen only because she ms a deceived and a 
tcnde^hca^ted 'woman ' 

'Were it not well,' said Roland, ‘that I rode somoT^liat 
nearer the hosts, and sa'w the fate of the day 1' 

*Do so, m the name of God,' said the abbot, ‘foi if our 
fiicnds are scatteicd, our flight must be hasty, but beware 
thou approach not too mgh the couflict there is more than 
thine own life depends on thy safe retiun ' 

‘0, go not too nigh,’ said Catlierme, ‘but fad not to sec 
how the SeytODs flght, aud how they bear themselves ’ 

‘ Fear nothing, 1 will bo on my guaid/ said Roland Avcticl , 
and without 'waitmg fuither answer, rode towards the scene of 
conflict, keepings os ho rode, the higher and uniuolosed gronnd, 
and ever looki^ cautiously around him, for fear of involving 
bimsdf m some hostile party As he approached, the shote 
rung sharp and more sharply on his ear, the shouts came wdder 
and wddci, and he felt tto thick beatmg of the heart, that 
mixture of natural appiehension, intense cunosity, and anxiety 
for the dubious event, which even the bravest evponcnce when 
they approaoh alone to a scene of mtoiest and of danger 
At length he drew so dose that, from a bank, screened by 
bushes and underw ood, he could distinctly see w here the stru^lo 
was most keenly maintained This was in a hollow way, lead- 
ing to Ihe vilL^e, up which the Queen’s vanguard hod marched, 
with more hasty courage than weU-advisw conduct, for the 
purpose of possessing themselves of that post of advantage 
They found their s^eme anticipated, and the hedges aud 
mdesores already occuped by the enciu^, led by the cdebralcd 
Rukoaldy of Gr^ge and the Eail of Morton , and not small 
was the loss which they sustained while struggling forward to 
come to dose witli the men-at-arms on the other side But, os 
the Queen’s followers were chiefly noblemen and barons, with 
their hnsmen aud followers, they had pressed onward, contenm- 
mg obstacles aud dangei, and had, when Roland arrived on the 
giound, met hand to hand at the gorge of the pOoS with the 
Regenl^s vanguard, and endeavoured to bear them out of the 
Tillage at the spear-pomt , while tbeir foes, equally determined 
to keep the advantage wluoh they bad attamed, strug^ed with 
the like obstinacy to dn\e back the assailants 
Both parties were on foot, and aimed in proof, 8othat,when 
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tiio long laucea of ilie hont lanks 11010 fi\ed m oacb othoi^s 
bluoide^ coialet^ and breastplate^ strugglo lesomblcd t^t 
of two bulls, whOf fiung thou ii outlets haid agtoust each oUici, 
icmaiu m tknt postuio foi hour^ until the supcaoi sbength 01 
obstinacy of the one compels tho othoi to take to ilight^ or bears 
him down to tho earth Tlius locked tQgothci in the deadly 
BtiDgglo;, which swayed sloi^ly to and fto^ as one 01 othci part) 
gained the advantage those it ho fell it me tiamplcdou shke 1 ^ 
hicnds and foes , those whose weapons wme hioken ictiiod hom 
the fiontiank, and had thou place supplied by otlims, while 
tho loaiwaid ranks, unable otherwise to take shaie m the 
combat, fiiai tiieu pistols, and bulled tlieir dagger^ and tho 
points and tiuncbeous of tho broken weapons, bkc javelins 


^God and the Queen I 'lesoundedfiom the one parly, *God 
and the King i' thimdmed fiom the other, whiles in the name 
of then sovcieign, fdlow -subjects on both sides shed each othei’^s 
blood, and, in the name of thar Ckcatoi, defaced His image 
Amid the tumult was often ioaid the voices of the captams 
shouting then commandi^ of Icadeis and chiefs oijmg th^ 
gatheijng woidf^ of groans and shneks from the failing and 

****’T^^e had lasted newly an bom The efaen# both 
nortieB Bcomcd exhausted, but tlieu lagc uas unatated, ana 
tlion obstmacy unsubdued, when Boland, uho turned eve and 
eai to all aiomid bun, saw a oolunm of mfontis. headed by a 
few hoisemen, whed tound the base of the tob vrheie ho h^ 
stationed hinwdf, and. levdlmg Iben 
flank of the Queen’s vanguard, dosely c^ged as they worn 
conflict on ibeo. fiont 'Iho veiy first glance f ^ 

t!io leadei who dnected this monement was the Kn ^t d 
AwXhis anuont masto , and the next convinced him that 
r£t wodd he docisii-e The lesult of the atta* of ficdi 
and unbioken foiccs upon the flank of te 
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Boland’s thooghts on Molding tlio rout, and feeling that all 
tlut lemamcd for lum \vas to turn biidlo, and ondcavoui to 
cnsmo tihe eafct^ of the Queen’s person! Yel^ keen as his 
gnef and shame might he, tlioy vrcic hotli foigotthn ■alien, 
ilmostr close beneath tho bonk ■amch ho occupied, ho saw Heiuy 
Sojton foiced away &om his own party m the tumult, coreicd 
with dust and bM, and defending himself despoiately against 
several of the enemy who bad gatiiclcd aiouud liim, attiacicd 
by his gay armom Bokud paused not a moment, hut pushnig 

his steS down the bank, lea^ him amongst the hostile party, 
dealt tbice oi foui blows amongst them, which stroek down two 
and made the lest stand aloof, then le^ng Seyton hiS hand, 
he exhorted him to seize fast Md on his horse’s mane 
‘We be or die t(^other tins day,’ said he , ‘keep but fast 
hold toll we oie out of the piess, and theu my horse is yours ’ 
Seyton heaid, and exerted his remaining sUength, and, by 
their jomt offints, Boland biought him out of dangei, and 
hchmd the spot fnnn whence he had witnessed the disastious 
ooncLttsion of the fight But no soonei w ere they undm shdtcr 
of tho tioea than S^n let go bs hold, and, m spito of Boknd’s 
efforts to support him, fell at length on the tuif ‘Tioublo 

C nself no more with me,’ he said, 'this is my first and my 
t battle, and I have alr^y seen too much of it to wish to 
see the ebso Hasten to save the Queen — and commend me to 
Cathenno, idiewnll nevei more be mistaken foi me noi I foi 
her— the last^oid'StMe has made an eternal distmction ’ 

‘ ’Let me oia you to mount my hoise,’ said Boland, eagcily, 
‘and you may yet be saved I can find my own way cn foot 
Ti^ but my hotBc’s head wcstwaid, and ho w^ carry you ficet 
and ea^ as the wmd ’ 

‘I will novel mount steed moio,’ said tho youth, ‘faiewcll * 
I love thee better dymg than ever I tliought to have drae 
while m life I would that old man’s blood woie not on my 
hand’ Samte B&iedictet ompro me f Stand not to loci on a 
dyn^ man, but haste to save tho Queen *’ 

These woL^ wcio spolmn with tho last effort of bs voice, 
^ scarce were they uttered me the Speaker Wras no more 
Ti^ rolled Boland to the sense of tho duty which be had 
^ ittit icaoh his eOis only 

T|je Queen-^where is &6 Queen 1’ said Su Halbert Glen- 
mnnmg, who, followed by two or three horsemen, appeared at 
this mst^ Boland made no answer, hut turning bs home, 
and confiding m his speed, gave him at once rein and bpui, and 
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xodo ovei IiGight and holloa towards tho Gastlo of Ciookstonc 
More Leavilj aimed, and mounted upon a horse of less siiccd, Sir 
Halbert Glendmnnig followed with couched lauoe, oouuig out 
as ho lod^ ^Su with the holly-bninch, holt^ and show jour 
light to bear that badge fiy not tlius oonardly, nor dishonour 
the cognizance thou descn'cst not to weai > Halt, su ceroaid, 
or, by Heaven, I ivill stnko thee with m} Ltnee on tlio hack, 
and slay thee like a dastard I am the Knight of Avouel — am 
Sti Halbert Glonduimug ' 

But Boland, who hra no purpose of oncouutciing his old 
master, and Trhe^ besido^ knew the Queen’s safety dopondod on 
bis makmg the best speed he could, answered not a woid totlio 
defianeoa and leproaches which Su Halbert oontmued to thiow 
out agonist him , but making the best use of his spuis^ xodo } ot 
harder than befoi^ and had gained about a hnndira }aids upon 
hi& pursuei, when, coming near to the yew-tree wheio ho lud 
left the Queen, he saw them already getfcmg to hcasa^ and cned 
out as loud as he could, * Foes foes ’ Bide for it fair ladies 
Bravo gentlemen, do }*oui devoir to protect them * * 

So saying, he w heeled his horsey and avoiding tlie shock of 
Sir Halbert Glendmning^ ohaigod one of that knight’s follow or^ 
who was neatly on a Into with him^ so ruddy with Ins lance 
that be ovozthrew horse and man He then drew hia sword and 
attacked the second, while the black man-at-arms, tlmewnig 
himself m the way of Glendinning they rushed on ca^ other 
so fiercely tliat both horses were ovcrtlirowm, and tlie iidort lav 
toUmg on the plam Neither was able to aiisc,;for the 
hotseman was pierced through with Glcndinning’s lancc, and the 
Knight of Avenel, oppie^ed with the weight of his ^n hom^ 
and sorely bruised besidci^ seemed m little bottei plight than 

he whom he had mortally wounded ^ 

'Yield tlieo, Su Knight of Avenel, lescuo or no res^io, said 
Boland, who bad put a second antagonist out d condition to 
combat, and hastened to prevent Glendinnmg fiom renewing 

the ^nfl^ct^^^ choose but yield,’ said Sir l^lbe^ a 

no longer fi^t, l^t it diames mo to speak such a word to a 

coward,’ said Boknd, lifting his 
““"St^tepageof myT^rfe*’ audarHalbert, ««toniBhcd. 
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'nrctchcd hoj^ I have heard of thy treason at Loch- 

leven ^ 

‘ Reproach him nof^ my brother/ said the abbot, ' he tvos bnt 
an agent in the hands of Heaven/ 

•To horse — ^to horse'* said Catherme Seyton, ‘mount and 
be gone, or ve are all lost I see our gallant annj flying for 
many a league To horse, my lord abbot ' To horse, Roland ' 
My gracious hege, to horse ' Ere this, vre should have ridden 
a mile ’ 

* Look on these features,* said Mary, pomtiug to the dymg 
knight, TTho had been uuhelmed by some compassionate band — 
‘look there, and tell me if she \rho rums all urho love her ought 
to ^ a foot farthei to save her \raetchGd life I ’ 

reader must ha^e long anticipated the discovery 'ahich 
the Queen’s feelmgs had made before her ejes conflrmed it It 
os the features of the unhappy George Douglas, on vrhich death 
was stomping his mark 

‘Look — ^look at him 'well,* said the Queen, * thus has it been 
with all that loved Mary Stoart ' The royalty of Francis, the 
wit of Chastclar, the power and gallantry of the gay Goi^on, 
th^ melody of Rizzio, the portly form and youthful grace of 
Dandey, the hold addicss and courtly manners of ^thwell, 
and now the deep-devoted passion of the noble Donglaa — nought 
could save them they looked on the wietched Mary, and to 
have loved her was crime enough to deserve early death ' Ho 
sooner had the victim formed a kind thought of me than the 
poisoned cup, ^hc ave and block, the dagger, the mine were 
ready to punish them for castmg away affection on such a 
wretch oa I am * Importune mo not I will fly no farther I 
can die hut once, and I will die here ’ 

"While she spoke, her tears fell fast on the face of the dying 
man, who continued to fiv his eyes on her with an eagerness of 
passion which death itself could hardly subdue ‘Mourn not 
for me,* he said famtly, ‘but care for your own safety- I die 
m mine armour as a Douglas should, and I die pitied by Mary 
Stuart'* 

He expired 'with these words, and without withdrawing his 
^erfaee, and the Queen, whose heart was of that 
soft and gentle mould which in domestic life, and 'with a more 
Buitablo partner than Damley, might have made her happy, 
by the dead man, until recalled to herself by 
the abbol^ who found it necessary to 'use a style of unusual 
remonstrance ‘We also, madam/ he said — ‘we, your Grace’s 





f 


418 


WAVERLEY NOVELS 


devoted followeis, have fnends and relatives to we^ for 1 
leave a brother m imminent jeopaxdj — ^the Inisband of the 
Lady Bleming — ^the father and Inothoi of tho Lad}’ Oathenno, 
oie all m yonder bloody field, slam, it is to fearedi or 
piisoners We forget the fate of our own nearest and dearest 
to wait on our Queen, and she is too much occupied with her 
own sonows to give one thought to ours ^ 

* I deserve not yom leproach, father/ said the Queen, check- 
ing hei teais, *but 1 am docile to it Where must we go? 
what must we do ? ’ 

'Wo must fly, and that mstautly,’ said the abbot, 'whither 
18 not so easily answered, but we may dispute it upou the road 
Lift ber to hoi saddle, and set fbrwaid 


They sot off accordingly Itolaud lingered a moment to 
command tlio attendants of the Knight of Avend to oouvoy 
thoir mastci to the Castle of Giookstou^ and to say that he 
demanded fiom him no othei condition of liberty than his 
woi-d that he and his follow eis would keep seciet the diroctiou 
in which the Queen fled As ho turned lus rem to depart, tlic 
honest coiuitennnco of Adam Woodoook stared upon him witli 
an expiession of surpiiso which, at another tim^ would l|p^e 
oxoited his hearty miith He had been ono of the foUowcra 
who had evpeiionocd the w'eight of Boland’s arm, and they now 
knew each othei, Boland having put up Ins visor, and tho ^od 
yeoman havmg thiown away his barrob-cap, with tho iron hara 
in fionk tliat ho might the moie loadily assist lus Mster Into 
tbw baiiob-oap, as it laj on tho gr^n^ Rolaiffl fot^t not to 
diop a few gold pcoes (fruits of the Qu^s lihoi.ility), and 
a signal of £md iccolleotion and endunng fn^dshift he 
departed at full gallop to orertako tho Queen, tho dust nused hj 
hoi train being aheady for down tho hill 
*It IB not feiry money,’ said honest 

the gold^ ‘And it was Mhstoi Roland himself, timt 

fdiraEEinK his dioulders) the same ready fiat' My My ^lU 
Vinn^J^toiB eladly, foi she mourns foi him as if he n ere her 
hear of Ms gJM ^ nay ho is ' But these light lads ^ as 

ESS 

Orookstone ^ . j: 

* 8bo Battle of lADSSMfili 



CHAPTER XXXVni 


ily naUvo laud, good-night ! 

Bvrov 

Many a bittei tcai 'a as shed dnnng the hasty flight of Queen 
Mary^ over fallen hopes, future prospects, and slaughtered 
friends The deaths of the biave Douglas and of the flexy 
but gallant young Sejton seemed to affect the Queen os much 
as the fall fiom thiouc, on Mhich she had so nearly been 
again seated Cathcrino Seyton devouied m secret hci ovsn 
gnef, anxious to suppoit the broken spirits of her mistress, 
and the abboi^ bending his troubled thoughts upon futurity, 
Ofideavouied m vam to form some plan \vhich had a shadow of 
hope The ^int of young Roland — ^foi he also mmgled m the 
hasty debates hold by the companionb of the Queen’s flight — 
continued tmeheoked and uubioken 

*Youi Majesty,’ ho said, ‘has lost a battle Yom ancestor 
Bruce lost s^en successively, ere ho sat triumphant on the 
Scottish thione, and pioolaimed uith the voice of a victoi, in 
the flold of Banuookbuin, the indopeudence of his country 
Are not these heaths, 'whidi ue may tiaverse at \mII, bcttoi 
tlmn the locked, guarded, and lake-moated Castle of Loch- 
lQ^enl We aic free , m that one uoid there is conifoit for all 
oui losses ’ 

Ho stnicik a hold note, but tbe heart of mode no rc- 
^onse 

‘Bcttoi,’ she said, ‘1 had still been in Loohleven than seen 
the slaughter made by icbcls among the subjects uho offered 
thcm8dl%ca to death foi my sake Speak not to me of further 
efforts , they would only cost the lives of you, the friends who 
recommend them I I w ould not agam undergo w hat I felt w hen 
I saw from yonder mount the swords of the fell horsemen of 
^lorton raging among the faithful Seytons and Hamiltons, for 
then loyally to their Queen, I would not s^am feel what I 
felt when Douglas’s life-blood stained my mantle for his love to 
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Uiaiy Stuart — not to be empress of all that Bntam’s seas in* 
close Find for mo some place Trbore I can lude my unbappy 
hcadj \rluob brings destruction on aU ^ho love it^ it is the last 
favour that Mary asks of hei faithful followers * 

In this d^octed mood, but still pursuing her flight inth 
unabated rapidity, the unfortunate Maiy, ^ter having hUn 
joined by Lord Hemes and a few followers^ at length halted, 
for tlie first tim^ at the Abbey of Hundi^an, nearly sivty 
nules distant from the field of battle In this remote comer of 
Galloway, the Befonnation not having yet been stnctly enforced 
against the monks, a fen still lingered m their cells unmolested , 
and the pnor, with tears and reverence loceived the fugitive 
Queen at the gate of his convent 

bnng }Ou ram, my good father,' said the Queen, as she 
was lifted from her palfrey 

'It IS welcome* said pnor, Mf it comes m the tnun of 


duty' 

Placed on the ground, and supported ly her ladies, the Queen 
looked for an instant at her polfmy, which, jaded and drooping 
its bead, seemed ns if it monmed the distresses of its mistrcM 

»Good Bdaud/ said the Queen, whispering, 'let B^belfc 
be cared for nsk tby he^ and it will tefl thee why I make 
this tnflmg request even m this awful hour' , , j 

She was conducted to her apartment, and m the Jiuined 
consultation of her attendants the fatal lesolution of the retr^ 
to England nas finallj adopted In the 
her approbation, and a messengeriras despatched to tte iingiran 
xraid^ to pray him for safe conduct and hosmtali^, on ^ 
part ^ 1^10 Veon of Scotland On the ne\t the Abhrt 
tobim -walked m the garden of the abbey with 
whom he expressed his disapprobation of the 
•It ismadne^and rum,’ be said ‘botterrommit 
savage HrgWandors or vnld Bordamon than to “ 

EWjctb A woman to a rival woman— a preswnptive 
cessor to the keeping of a jealous and cMdless ® ; 



- oW man^a a 

Bpadc m bis hand, and dressed bke a lay-brotber, 

Si mSe veb^nence of his It 

TkAon AXTAre * Gaze not on mo with such wonder 

HmSfe 

m winch I served my nonciate, and now ye ore com 
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me up again * A Tvoary life I have had, for one to whom peace 
ever the dearest blessing ^ ’ 

‘Wo will soon nd you of our company, good father,’ said tho 
abbot, ‘ and the Queen will, 1 fear, trouble your letreat no more ’ 
‘Nay, you said as much before,’ said the querulous old man, 
<and yeti was put forth from Kinross, and pillaged by troopers 
on the road They took from me the certificate that you wot 
of — ^that of the baron , ay, he was a moss-trooper hke them- 
selvoB You asked me of and I could never find it, but they 
found It , It showed the mamage of — of — ^my memoiy fails me 
Now see how men differ ’ FatW Nicolas would have told yon 
an bundled talcs of Ihe Abbot Ingeliam, on whose soul God 
have meicy > He was, I warrant you, fourscore and sis, and I 

am not more than — let me see ' 

‘Was not “ Avenel” the name you seek, my good father?* 
said Roland, impatiently, yet moderating his tone for fear of 
alarming or offendmg the uifirm old man. 

* Ay, nght — Avenel — Julum Avenel You are perfect m tho 
name I kq>t all the q)ecial confessions, judging it held with 
my vow to do so I could not find it when my successor, 
^mbrosius, spoke onMi , but the tzoopeis found it, and the 
knight who commanded the party struck his breast till his 
hauberk clattered like an empty watermg-can ’ 

‘St Maiy I’ said the abbo^ ‘m whom could such a paper 
excite such mteiost ? What was the appearance of the kni^t, 
bis arm^ his colouis ? ’ 

‘Ye distrclcb me witii your questions I dared hardly look 
at him , they charged me with bcarmg letters for the Queen, 
and searched my mad This was all along of your domgs at 
Lochlevcn ’ 

‘I trust m God,’ said the abbot to Roland, who stood beside 
him, shiVGiiug and trembling With impatience, ‘the paper has 
fallen into the bonds of my lather I beard he had been with 
his followers on the scout betwixt Stilling and Glasgow*. Bore 
not the kniglit a holly-bough m his helmet? Const thou not 
remember?’ 

‘0, remember — ^remember,’ said the old man, pettishly, 

‘ count as many years as I do, if youi plots wdl let you, and see 
what, and how much, you remembei Why, I scarce remember 
tho peaxmams which I giaffcd heie with my own hands some 
fifty years since.’ 

At this mofment a bugle sounded loudly from the beach 
‘It us tho death-blast to Queen kfary’s royalty ** said 
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*Toiir cauit fonned m England I and ivbilo Elizabeth lives 
and reigns?’ said the abbot , ‘that will bo when we shall see 
ti^o suns m one hoaven 

•Do nob think so,’ lephed the Queen j « wc nro well absiircd 
of our sister’s good fnilii Elwaboth loves famo , and not ail 
that she has won by her power and her wisdom will equal that 
which she will acquire extending her hospitality to a dis- 
tressed sister; not nil that she may heieaftei do of good, wi8<^ 
and groat, would bloboub the repioaoh of abusing our confidence 
my page— now' my knight— faxewdl for abnef season 
I will dry the tears of Cdthenne, or I will w eep w ith her till 
neither of us can weep longci ’ She held out hci hand to 
Boland, who, flinging himself on his knee^ kissed it with much 
emotion He w as about to render the same homage to Cathonne, 
when the Queen, assuming an an of spnghtliness, said, ‘ Her 
bps, thou foolish boy • and, Catheiine, coy it not , these English 
gentlemen should see that, even in oar cold dime, beauty knows 
how to reward bravery and fidelity ' ’ 

•Wo arc not now to Icom the force of Scottish beauty, or 
the mettle of &ottiGh valoui,’ said the shenfF of Cumberland, 
oourtcoudy ‘ I would it were in my power to bid these attend- 
aSts upon her who is herself tho nusticss of Scottish beauty 
as welcome to England as my poor cares would make them 
But our Queen’s orders are positne in case of such an emer- 
gence, and th^ must nob be disputed by her subject May I 
remind your Majesty tliat the tide ebbs fast ? ’ 

The sheniT took the Queen’s hand, and she had alieady 
placed her foot on the gangway by which she was to enter tlie 
skiff, when the abbot, starting from a tiance of gnef and 
astonishment at the words of the sbenfi^ lushed mto tho watei, 
and smzed upon her mantle 

•She foresaw it* — sheforeaaw itl* beexduimed — ‘she foresaw 
your flight into her realm , and, foreseemg it, gave orders you 
diould be thus received Blinded, deceive, doomed piuicefis * 
your fate is scaled when you quit this strand Queen of Scot- 
land, thou shalt not leave thine hentago * ’ ho continued, hold- 
ing a still firmer grasp upon her mantle, ‘tine men shall 
tirni rebels to thy wiU, that they may save thee from captivity 
or death Fear not tho bills and 1ms whom that gay man 
has at his heck we wiB withstand him by force* 0, for 
tho arm of my warlike brother t Boland Avenel, draw thy 
sword** 

The Queen stood irresolute and fri^tened — one loot ujion 



425 • 


IHB ABBOT 


to oommumcote respecting lie fo”n| 

niAv -soa -mil Viillmgly Iwton to, but whidi nill be also loma 
Sid me, as thebuLmd of lus nearest relative, some mterest 

^ TheaSr^bwietter, and pausci^Mif 
.ei besttobimtodo Mean^^^ S 

Bsido, and addressed him as follows Now look, Master 
Bolimd, that you do not let any Papistno nonsense lure oitber 
tbepnestor pn from the ngbt quarry ^ce yon, ym mw 
bore puiself as a bit of a gentleman Read that, Md thank 
God that threw old Abbot Boniface in oui way, m two of the 
Soyton'smen were conveying him towards Bundrennan here 
Wo searched him for intelligonco concemmg that urn cvploit of 
\ouE8 at LochlcTcu, that cost manj a man his life, and mo 
a set of sore hones, and iiio found Mhat is hetter for your pur- 


pose than oure ’ X a X 1 

The papoi \rhich he gave 'was, indeed, an attestation by 
Father Phihp, subscribing bimidf unworthy sacribUn and 
brother of the house of St Mary's, stating, ' That under a 
of secrecy he had united, in the holy sacrament of mamage, 
Julun Avenel and Catherine Gneme, but that Julian having 
ropcated of his umon, ho, Father Philip, had been sinfully pro* 
\ailcd on him to conceal and disguise the same, according 
to a complot devised betwu^t bim and the said Julian Arencl, 
uherchy the poor damsdi vras induced to believe that the cere- 
mony had been performed by one not m holy orders, and having 
no authont^ to that effect , uhich sinful oonoeabnent the 
imdersigncd conceived to bo the cause ^hj ho was abandoned 
to the misguiding of a water fiend, whereby he had been under 
a spell, which obhged him to answer every questton, even touch- 
ing the most solemn matters, with idle snatches of old song^ 
besides being son^y afOicted with iheumatio pams ever after. 
^Miercforo ho had deposited this testificate and confessioD, with 
tlie day and date of the said mamage, with bis lawful supenor, 
Boniface, abbot of St Hilary's, au5 stgillo confemmu * 

It appeared by a letter ftm Johan, folded carefully up with 
the certificate, that the Abbot Boniface had, in effect^ bestirred 
hunself in the affair, and ohtamed from the baron a promise to 
mow his mamage , but the death of both Julian and his iu- 


of the fate of their unhappy offspnng, and, above all, the good 
falhcr^s listless and inactive disposition, had suffered the matter 
to become totally forgotten, until it was recalled by some acm- 
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dcntul convGiBatiou ^nth tho Abbot Ambrosius conooming tho 
fortunes of the Avonel family At the request of his suoccssotj 
tho quondam abbot made soarch for it; but^ as ho would receiTo 
no assistance in looking among the few looords of apintual 
oxpczicnccs and important confessions which ho hod oonsoien- 
tionsly treasured, it might have lemaiued foi ever hidden 
amongst them but for the more acti've rescaiches of Sir Hal- 
bert Glcndinniug 

'So that you aio like to bo heir of Arenol at last, Master 
Roland, aftoi my loid and lady hare gone to their place,’ said 
Adam, 'and as I haio but one boon to ask, I trust you will 
not ni^ me w ith nay ’ 

* Not if it bo in my powoi to say "yes,” my trusty fnend ’ 

' WJi} then, I must needs, if I live to see that day, keep on 
f ceding the eyases with unw ashed flesh/ said Woodcock, sturdil}^ 
yat as if doubting l^o reception that his request might meet 
with 

'Thou sholt feed them with what you list foi mq, said 
Roland, laughing, 'I am not many montlis older tlian when 
I loft tho castle, but I tiust I have gathered wit enough to 
OIOSS no man of skill in his own vocation ’ , 

'Then I would not olinnge places with tho King^s falconer, 




say she will bo mmved up, and never need one I see it 
you to think of it, and I could giieve for com^y, ^ut w ^t 
help for It! Foitune will fly her own flight, let a man halloo 

himself hoarse ' , , ^ ^ 

The abbot and Roland jomneyed to Avenc^ wbw 
fonnoi tenderly lecoived Ig- his 

Tiopt for loy to find that in her favounto orphan *e ^ 
tc^ the rale sumvi^ bran^ of hei 

Glendinninff and liis honsehold Tiore not a little “ 

fmmer^inSr^d lejced to tad in^e 

inclined, and tho depaiture of tho good abbot for Fia oo, 
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tlio pnxposG o! entonng into some house of his older m that 
kingdom, removed his chief objection to lenouncmg the Catholic 
faith Another might have existed in the duty 'which he owed 
to Magdalen Grceme, both by birth and from gratitude But 
he learned, ere he bod been long a resident in Avcncl, that his 
grandmother had died at Cologne, lu the perfonnanee of a 
penance too severe foi her age, 'which she had taken upon hci- 
self m behalf of the Queen and Cluiich of Scotland, so soon as 
she heard of the defeat at Langsidc Tlie zeal of the Abbot 
Ambrosius'nas moio regulated , but he retired into the Scottish 

coment of , and so lived theio that the fraternity were 

mclmcd to claim for lum the honours of canonisation But he 
guessed their purpose, and prayed them on his death-bed to do 
no honours to the body of one os sinful as themselves , but to 
send his liody and his heart to be buned m A'lcucl bunal-aislc, 
xn the ]iIonastery of St Maly’s, that the last abbot of that 
celebrated house of devotion might sleep among its rums ^ 
Long befoic that period arrived, Boland Avcncl 'was wedded 
to Cathcimc Scyton, who, after two years’ icsidence with her 
unhappy mistress, was dismissed, upon her being subjected to 
cl^cr restraint than had been at first exercised She returned 
U> !icr fathci’s house, and as Boland was acknowledged for the 
succcssoi and lawful hen of the anment house of Aienel, gieatly 
increased os the estate was by the proiidence of Sii Htdbcrt 
Glcndinning, there occunod no objections to the matdi on the 
pait of her family Her mothci was icccntl} dead when she 
first entered the convent, and her father, m the unsettled 
limes which followed Queen Slaiys flight to England, was not 
averse to an alliance with a youth who, himself loyal to Queen 
^fnry, btill held some infiucncc, through means of Su Halbert 
Glcndinning, witli the party in power 

Boland and Cathenne, thcicforc, were united, spite of their 
differing f.utlis, and the Mlntc Lady, whoso apparition had 
liccu mil equent when the house of Avend seemed verging to 
extinction, was seen to spoit by hci haunted well, with a zone 
of gold aiound her bosom as broad os the baldnck of an carl 

* Sc6 Born! of Hie Abbots Heart in tbc Axenol Atole* 2fotc SS. 
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Note 1 — GtJSVDOxwrsF of GtESiKHTWY^fr, p 2G 

Tois TTUt a house of anoient dosoont and superior oonsocmence^ including 
ueisons who fought *it Bannookbum and Otterhum, and <»os^ oonneoted 
by dUiancQ ond finenddup with the groat Saris of Douglas The knight in 
the story argnes as most Scotsmen Tvocdd do in his sitwtion, for all « the 
same dan aro popularly considered os descended from the same stock, and as 
haring a right to the anoestml honour of the chief branch This opmon, 
thoim sometunes idea], is so strong, even *it this daj of innovation, that it 
may oe observed as a national difference between my coantiymen and tho 
English If you ask an Eng^shman of good Inrth whether a person of tho 
same name be connected with him, he answers^ if tn du&io, *No, he is a 
mere namesake * Ask a sunihir nnestion of a Scot— >1 mean a 8ootsman-»ho 
replies, ‘He is one of onr clan , 1 daresay there xs a Telalaondnp, though I 
do not know how distant ’ The l&i^lishman thmlm of discountenancing a 
q>ooiea of rivalry in society , the Scotsman’s answer is grounded on the 
ancient idea of amsgthenzng the elan 


Note 2 — Bag fob Hawks’ Meat, p 65 

^Hus same big, like everything belonging to falcomy^ was esteemed 'm 
hononrahlo distmotion, and worn often by the nobility and gentry One of 
tho Somervilles of Gamnethon was c^od Sir John with the Bed Bag, because 
it was his wont to wear his hawking-pouch oovored mth satin of that colour 


I may hm ohser^ that this is entirely an ideal scene St Cnthbert, a 
of Mtabyhed sanctify, had, no doUDt» several places of worship on the 
Borders, where he flourished whilst living , hut Tillmonth Chapel is the only ono 
j ^me resemblanco to the hermitc^ described in the text It has, 

indeed, a w^, famous for gratifying three wishes for every wo^ipper who 
uiaU quaff the frantam with snlfiment beholf in its eCBcaey At this ^ot tho 
y have landed m his stone coffin, m which he sailed down the 
iweed from J^uoso, and hero tho stone coffin long lay, in evidence of the 
woti The nto Sir FVoncis Blake Delaval is said to have taken tho exact 
measura of the coffin, and to have ascertained, by hydrostatic principles, that 
w might Imve actually swum A profane farmer in the nemhoourhood 
aimrancod his intention of converting this lost bed of the saint iSo a trough 
lOT nis mne , but tho profanation was rendered impossible, either by 
mine or by some pions votary in his behalf, fbr on the following momuig tho 
found Wen in tTOftipnei^ 

XiUmouta ChupGl, with them pointe of niseinblancei hesj hovreror, in 
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orowJte dlrectiott as zegards Slolrose wluah the sawosod cttW 
of St Caiiiben is said to havo borne towards TCflnim^nhftir 


IfoxB i —Goss EA.mL, p 82 

Tho companson is taken from some beantifb] Torsas m an old ballnil^ 
eatitiad 'J^oso Foodnigo,’ pabliahod m tbo qf fJU SooKuk Harder 

A deposed queen, to presto har infant son firou the traitors who lune dam 
bu father, osehangosliun with the famalo offspring: of a faithful fnend. and 
goes on to direct the edncation of the obildresii and the pniato sig^ by 
which the parents are to hear news eich of hor own offqmng 

And ye maun learn my saysoss hawk 
Biftht weelto breast astcra , 

And! sail leom yo&r turtle doir, 

As wiBd to write ond read 

And yo matin leun my W£oas hank 
m wield both bow and oRiiid, 

And I sail learn yonr turtle dew, 

3ni*iysowd m'heriiond 

At Urk and market when we niNt» 

^eil dare nuhe nae a^owo, 

But, * Dame, liow does my ^ cogs hiwk? ' 

■XCodame^ how does m} don r 


Koxs 5 — ITokitsiit of St BniDOFT, p lOi 

hko tiio coll of Sfc, Cnthbert) is an muminaiy ECono , but I took dho 
or twoldeOB of the desolation of tho mtenor from a story told mo by mj 
father In hu youth— it may be near omhty years si^, as ho was bom m 
1729— ho hod occasion to viwt an old lady who resided m a Boraor castlo of 
considerable renown Only one very hmitod por^ of fto w®nsi>o rumj 
suflieod for the aoconwnodation of the inmatos, and my fathw amu^ himaolf 
bywnadenngthroughthepartthatwoE uutoimntod 

Sving nohly adomod with arohes and dropfc 
laineatock of hay, to which colvos were helping tfiamsolwi from 
ndM As my tothor was soalingr a dark, ntmous turnpike etairoaso, 

bound ran np before him, and probably wm the ®®®*“ 

the ommal fSl throagh a trap *«r, or apmdnro in 

of the danger of the ascent. A* the dog oontimifid 
nreat depth, my /other got the old butlor, wto alono Imow ^ 

S^Wiibon^o oostlej^to unlock a sort of stablo, m winch 
found safe and «mnd, the place boiue ffltod with fab 

litt^dtho fitnlto of Augefls, and which hod rendered the dos*» 


KoTB G— Ninf OP Kent, p IM 


otendcdtolhogittof 

the doom of spe^y 



waft 

posture — 
to bo a bouOTCt'i 


Notb 7 — Hnjmsa Maas, p IIT 


InOa««I»cmntBamnorferto tw»acd«. acpta«W5of 
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^ obsemaus ol religion, it vroa common, ivlien a parfy was bent for the 
ob^, to cclebrato mas^ abndged and mmmod of its ntes, called a hunting 
man, the brefvity of ^oh ikb designed to correspond mu the impatience 
of the audisncot 


NOK 8 —Abbot op IThbssason, p 119 

Wo leim, from no Ion authonw than that of Napoleon Bonaparte, that 
iheioiabutasmglQstopbotereeatne enibbmomid ndienhnu, and itnatmn* 
ntion from one eitreme to onotber so my easy that the vulgar of eiery 
degree are poeulmTlyiaiptmit^ Thus the mdinahon to laugh becomes 

uacontrollMilo vhen the sokmnit) and gravity of timc^ place, ow etreum- 
stances render it pocuharly impR^ species of gmero! license, fake 
ifant which inured the ancient Satnmaha, or the modem Oanaval, has bem 
commonly indulged to the people at aH tmies, and in (dmost all oountnes 
Bat it was, I tbmk peculiar to the Bonmn Catholic Church ^t, vcfails they 
fitudiod how to render tiieir dfanidi ntes unposmg and magmfieent, by oil 
pomp, muBip, nTcbitoctore, and oxtemol duqplay oodd add to them, they nerer* 
tholess conmied, upon special oeeasiona, at the frohesof t^ rude vulgar, i^o. 


la almost on Catiiohc countne^ enjoyed, or at assumed, the 


mrodies on hymns of chox^ The mdiSerence of the clem, oven when 
pOTor was greatest to the indecent exhibitions, which they almiys 
toloratw,^ ^otmies encounigod, forms a strong contrast to the sensitive- 
ness with which to ragarded any senous attempt, by preadung or wnW, 
teinpoadianjrf l^doto It oouM only ft oompSS 


els which Chawar, Ihiulnr, Boccaccio, Bandello, and others 'corned 


to compromise with the laity, ond allowed them 
^ \iiomia bj indeoent satre, wonded to 
wy abstain fi^ any grave question dbncoronig the foun&mi of the 








IfOTEB 


i?5P“ *’'® I?*®®*!? without bontatioiu and, dneinns him to 
the mdl^m on the soutii side of tho castle, ecmpt^ hua toj£ii>«lotto 

*«Ahbotof Unraaampto. 

BwuuM that lb Winiam Lai^Ianda nas not yet mffim mtlr batbod, and 
tharefora canaed bia asmatanta to laj bun on bis linok in the rfilim, a^duck 
aim m tbo mti^otoiy and piMcot manner Ibo nnfortnnato apparitor 
ww tb(^ conducted baolc to the oiurefa, ^oroj for his xofreslinicot after iiu 
tatlL the lottars of exooinmtuuciitioD nore tom to pieces^ nnd stoBo^ in *i 
bow I of wiM I the mock abbot boing probably of opuuoiL ibat a ton^paitli 
ment ms bnt diy oab^, JMVglanda vma oompeUed to oat tbo brttois and 
smllow the mne, and dismisna by the Abbot of Unreason, with tho comfort- 
able ossutance tha^ if any moro snob Jettora should amro dum^ tho contino 
once of hiB ofSoe, *they mould a' gangr tbs same gato,* t e gQ the saiuo roid 
A similar scono ocours botmxt *i sumscr of tho of Roohestor and 

Hiarpool, tho servant of Lord Obbham, in tbo old plaj of Ar John Otdaafle, 
when the formor compols tho chnrdi omcor to eat ms mtaiion Tbo dinlogno 
contains most of the jests which may bo supposed ippropmto to such an 
extraordinuy occasion 

JTarpoof hfhrry, sir, » tins process parchnicnt? 

Sumter Tes. nuinj is ih 
JiTarpoof And this seal wax? 

Suntur It is so 

J/aipool If this bo pirchmcnt^ and this bo vnx, cat jou tb!i parehmont and 
or I will make petrdmicnt of joor sUn, ud beat jonr brains into wnx Slmbbiioimr, 
dimatehr-dovoiiT, simli, deionr 

Amiiier Z am mj LonI of JRochesterls snnmer, I cams to do ray oiBor, sad thou 
shsltansvorit 

ffanooL Burali, no ladtim, but bolake thywif to thy to*th. tnom shalt ett no 
vonw than than bnnmt mOi tJioo Thou linngest it for uij lozd , and wilt tlioo bring 
m> lord wotm ttinn wim wilt cot thisolf? 

^mnrr Blr, 1 bronidit It not ni> lord to eat 

Jtarpoel. 0,doyoubir mo newt Alls one ihr that, niimtQ^oacaeitibrbnng 

iuff it 

ouiansr I cannot oat It 

ffoimoa Qinyoanotf 'SblooAllibcatyimtlllyonbaioaBtoniuhT f^raisAim 
dumner Oh, hold, hold, good Mr Sernnsnun. Jwlllratit 
Jfaipool Bo champings no choiring, aSrtt^J mil diCM > 
is tho purest of the bono'i 


I yon, jon rngne Tough wax 


Snmier Tlio purest of tlio honej * O Lord, sir* obi oh' n ^ 

Rarnool Feed, fted, Hw whnliamna, roguo— wlrole|«raa. 
honest Bumner, walk with the dMl! yoarWOier, to Ateh In joar bsUI0 1 rmts, ^il 
BHist come to a nOWeman's house with nroccnf If the seal were os broad as lbs 
lead whidi cos eri Bochoster Chnreh, thou sltonl^ wt It 

jhiisnrr Ob. I ain almost choked— I am almost chokto 1 , . 

JlarpodL 'Whos within tticra* will jott shamo ms lor I* Is there no beer in the 
hoasafBDtler, X soy 

ruler Bctlcr- 

»=s;7irk«.. 


Nott 9 — Tire nom-HOiisis, p 120 

Thrt exhibition, tho pliy-maro of Scotland, ^tood htph among 
riS. It wSt 1» caUfttlly -opintcd from the what 

^nush out our autaoncs It gives nso to nainlet^ ejoculition 


Dot Ob, but oh, the hobb} hoiwr is fragoi* 


There 

Plmedi 


ro w o veiT comio .eeno m Beaatnont iind jPtetdim’s pb> ^ 

"where ^ 



NOTES 
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{he hobby-hone There xnis much difficulty and great Tunety in ihemotions 
which the hobby-horso was expected to e^bit 

learned Mf Ddnce, who has oanttxbnted so mach to the Qlnstrshos of 
our theatned antiquties, his giren us a {dQ Ueooant of ihs pageant, and the 
buxl^uo horsemanship which it pnctued 

‘The hobb>-hoTaa/ says Mr Bouce, 'was represented by i man equipped 
with os much pasteboard as was saffimeixt to lonn tbe head and hmder pa-is 
of a home, the quadmpeiiil defects being oonceiled by a long mantle or xoot- 
clotbi^t neatly touched tho ground The porfotmen on this occasion, exerted 
idl hxs aidU in burlesque horsemanshw In Sampson’s play of the Vor’-’lnader, 
103^ a miUer personates the hobby-horse^ and be«ng angry that the mayor of 
iho mtyis pat in competition with huo, exdimis^ ‘ Let the major [mavor] 
play the hobby-horse among hia brethren, an ho wiH I hope our town-lads 
cannot want a hobby-horse Have I prachsod my re n^ my careers, my 
pmnehers, my amble% my false trots, my smooth ambles md Canterbury paces, 
and shall miker major put me besides the hobby-horse 2 £[ave 1 botroned 
&e for^aTeo b^, tes plnmcs, bis biawones , nay had fais mane new shorn 
and fni^led, and shall the major put me bcsidm the hobby-horse 1 ’’ *— 0ouce*s 
lUttttrttttoiUi vol n p 468 


Notc 10 ^Befrese^ttost op Robzst Hoop asm IiItele Johst, p 121 

The representation of Bobm Hood was the dorhog May-game both m 
England and Scotland, and doubtless the fdTonnte personificatton was often 
renve^ when the Abbot of Unreason, or other pretences of frolx^ gave on 
unustuu degree of license 

Tho Protestant dorgy, who had formerly reaped advantage &om the ojmr- 
tt^ties uhxdi theso sports afforded them of duectmg their own satire and tho 
ridicule of the lower orders agamst tho Gathohe Church, bc^n to find that, 
wh^n these pnrposcs wore served, their favounto pastimes mqynved them of 
the wish to attend dmno worship, and disturbed the &ame of mind in Which 
it can he attended to advantage The celebrated Bishop latuner gives 1 very 
naive account of the manner in which, bishop as he was|, he found himstalf 
LompeBcd to give place to Robin Hood and bis followers 

'1 came once mysolfe to a place nding on a journey hmneword from London, 
and I sent wordover night mto the towne that Z would preach there m tho 
morning, because it was holiday, and motheught it was 1 houdayes woi^e The 
church stood m my way, and X tobho my hoxso and my comnaiiY, and v ent 
thither (I thought I dionld have found a great company in the and 

when I came tmire the ehorch deoro was locked X tanyed there halfo an 

houre and more At last the key was found, and one of the pmsh comes fo me, 
and sa>S, *'Bi^his is a bnsio day with us, we cannot faeare you , it is Bobm 
Hood's day The pmsh ate gone abroid to gather for 'Bohm Hood 1 pray 
yon let thorn not ” 1 wis fame thete to give place to Rohm Hood I thought 
m> rochet should have been regarded thoo^ I were not , bat it would not 
servo, it was faino to give place to Bobm Hood's men. It is no laughing 
matter, my fneuds it is weepmg matter, a heavy matter— a heavy nutter. 
Under the pretence for githermg for Bobm Hood, a tnytoor and a theofe, to 

E ut out a preacher^ to l^ve his office lese esteemed, to prefcxre Bobm Hood 
cfore the uunistniion of God's Word , ind oil tins hath come of unpreaclrTg 
prelates This realme hath been lU provided for, that it hath hid snw corrapt 
judg^onfs in it to preferre Bobm Hood to Gro's Word.'— Btrlop Latimtri 
Stxa Ssmen £tnff J&ifimnf VI * 

While the iS^lish Protestnnts thus preferred the outlaws pageant to tho 
preaching of their excellent bishop^ the Scottish Calvuustic clei^, with the 
cele^ted John Einox at their head, and Ixiched by the authon^ of the 
magiEtratei cd Edmbmgh who had of late been chosen exclusively irom this 
party, found it mtpossmle to control the rage of the jiopulaec, vhen tney 
XI 2$ 
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KOTES 


of prwnnhnp pig^nt of 


T>j25S^,«YP°i*^® xan diy of 
Iwest of Ed** , l^Tid Sjy^cr and ™ 
raiBit anc oordiwro sw jnnt, cillit James GHlionQ [wi^iionc 
for paying' in \ntli Bobnio Hudc, to Tradcrlvtho law an 


j?Ias of KO^odie, 
uica of tho antJiTDc, 
f nUa of bcfo r, 
I put him to tho 

of xn i nmatobohanffltfopvosaidciTme Andthcdcacniu 

T|woaK^ mud £n;it anlutat onnsi at tc handia of je 
S j'®’ •‘Is «!<in«nt John Knos. minioter; for csd-owiSi: 

oxe<nl^mIn of him, Tuto « tvino ni »nM idrcrti < 
m\ XiOMSnkeyairof ^d jan^if it wcshismTrd^and will T"t2ie«h0iird ho 
ai^onit Tpoiin, yo said deaconis and crafti^an sonid conTor him aain* 
qnha imswsiitj yat yn cold na wav stogie ye executioim of ju^iiw Qi ban 
yc timo of TO raid poucr mans lumping approchit and vat yo h-nsm-n ire^ 
era to yo jibhat with yo ledder, Tpouuo jc qlk yo raid cofdinazv should Latt 
Dcno nnnmt, one Mitomo and remanent craft ^thilder, qah i we^ put to ve 
oorM with raid Gulionoi ffor to said ftoticiie Hindo •< iwr f»| and vi xai* 
asastars and faxoran^ jKtet to wappni^ and jai hnk down ve ra d 
and ym chacit >o raid provest^ toxlhcfs and Alexr Gutbnc, in ye raid 
Alevandors wnhng-hmthj and held yamo yaitin , and rairefter jtiA to to 
tolhuyt^ and liccnas tho ramyno was staiLit« and onnaxraj cs ciila p.t the hcTT*. 
f'lairof, thaibralkO tho raid tolbnith doro with fouro hanben* per fexvo (iho 
raid provest and hailhca Imhand thniron) and not onhe put thar the raid 
GiUono to fredomo and libertie and Itrocht him furth of (ho rav! tollmit, hot 
alsna tho remanent proMmana 1>e]ng thainntiJ] And this done, the raid 
cpftistnen's servand^ with tho raid condompnit cordonar, douu to the 
KcthirboWi to have past ftxrih thairat , hat Iwcaua tho sammo on thair 
earning fhairto wes closity thai post rp agmo the Hie Scxiit of the rasl 
boniphe to tho Cnstcll hill, and m this mcnel vmo tho midis prove*>t and Ki'lhe^ 
and thaw asn«tans heing in the wntta^huxth of tho raid Ah xr Gnthrc, 

e ist and entont in tho raid tolhnjrt and in the raid rarvandi* {«a«ra£v ip the 
le Sticit, then sehoto fnrth thairuf at thamc nne dfur, nnt] hurt nne «errand 
of tho raid cfailder Xhis boing done, thair wes nathintr vthir Init tl e one 
pnrtio rahntcand out and castand stanis fnrth of the raid toihuvt, and the 
Tthcr pa rtic schntcand hnghuttu m the ramc a^ne Am} raa the emft « 
mcn*8 scrvandis, ahone wntten, held and inctcmt the raid pnnen and toiUics 
continewallio in the raid to1hu>th, frae three himnb eftornoae <|nhtn ancht 
hounaat even, and na man of the raid town prensit[<tcnt]to rchere ihair*a cl 
proT^ and haillcs. And than thni send to tlio maistcrs of tho CnsteU [craftiv- 
menl to cans tham if thai mveht <taT tho raid stTvandis f]nba maid nne 
manor to doo the rame. Ik> 1 thai could not Imair th(^ rame to a**o final! end, ffor 
the raid servand wold on nowayes ««tav fra, quhill that had revemni the Imrtm;: 
of ano of them , and th wrefter the consMhlo of tho Castill como down llaii^ra 
and he with the raid maistcm treafit lietrix (he raid ptits in thia miu<,- — 
Ehat tho ra d proiost and Hilhe* rail lennt tdiraharge] to Ihc raid c™* x 
childcr all actionn, crvmc and ofTcna that thai had commrttitotrwwa ihamo 
in anv tymo h\gane and hand ohh^l thamc nenr to p i^ss-ew them llnirfo- , 
and -fis commandit lliair mai^ten to tvrane them anno in thair «i.rvjec* aj 
thai did befoir And this hoiiig prochmit at the mcrcai crow, that valii, nru 
tho said provost ami bullies come furth of tho ramc tollmxth, c*c, ete c‘c. 

John Knox, who writes at laigo upon this tumult, mfnrnwi a it wa« i^P iwc*! 

It the dc icon, of craft,, ,rh^ -m? 



persons were cxcoxnmnncntcd 
ordinances till they hail made satisfatlion. 
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Note 11 —‘The Paip, that Pagak,' p 132 

Thcso rudo rhpaos aro talsen, tnfling oltorahoDS, from a balhd called 
‘Tnm-go-tn'c ' It occurs in a smgular ooUectiom entitled Ane Com^dtous 
BooUm Godly and Sjnntuall Son^ OoUeetit out <ff SundnePurlea of the Senp- 
Cj vuh iS^unane pother Ballalts Changed oiU of Prophaine Sange^fn Aw/ding 
of^nne and BdrMne, vtihAmmenUtliOH. gf Sundne Ovde and Godly Ballait^ 
l^mbargbjpnntedbyAndroHort This cnnonBcoUcotioiL has been ropnntod 
in "Shr Jolm Grabom iDdlyoU's Scoltuh Poms of the IGik Gentarg* Edin 1801 


Notf 12 — Ixajuliti of Evil Smirs to skter a House 
USIEVITEU, p 143 


There is a popular bebef reapecting evil qnntSi that they cannot enter an 
inhabited house unless invited, nay, dragged over the threshold There is an 
instance of the same sapershtion in the Tales gf the -vrhore an onibantor 

18 snpmed to have mtrnded bimsdf into the divan of the sultan 

<*<Thna," said the lUustnons Misnar, “lot the enemies of llnhomet bo 
diaina>od i but inform me, 0 ye sages ' under the semblance oH irhich of your 
brethren did tliat foal enwnter gain admittance here ^ “ May the lord of 
my heart,” ansa cred Bahxln, the hermit of the failftifu] from Queda, “ triumph 
over all his foes < As I traidlcd on the mountains from Queda, and saw 
noithor the footsteps of boasts, nor the flights of birds, faeliold, I chanced to 
pass through a oaiem, in whoso hollow sides I found this accursed sage, to 
whom I nmoldod the invitation of the Sultan of Indio, and we, joining, 
igfumoyed toward the divan , but ore wo entered, he said unto m& 'Put t^ 
hand forth, and pull mo toward thee into the dnon, calhng on the name of 
Mahomet, for the onl spirits are on me, and vox me ' 

I have understood that many parts of these fine tales, and in jiaxticular 
that of the Sultan Absoir, wore token from genmne Oriental sources by tho 
editor, Mr James Bidley 

But tho most picturesque use of this popular belief occurs in Oolcndge's 
beautiful aud tqplahsmg mgment of ChTuddhel Eos not our own imaginative 
poet cause to fear that f otum ages wiU desire to summon him from ms jdaco 
of rest, os Milton longed 


To call up him, who left half tcHd 
The 8tor% of Camhusean hold? 


Tho verses 1 refer to are when Chnstahel conducts into her fnther^s castle a 
mjstcnous and xnalovolent being, under the guise of a distressed female 
stranger 

11ie\ erQS<i d the moat, md Chnstahel 
Took tho key that flttm well , 

A IttQo door she open'd strd^t. 

All In the middle of the gate , 

1 he gate that was iron'd within and wltliont, 

Tniete m army in battle ami Ind matclid onk 

The ]ad> unh, heliho thro* pom. 

And Clratabel with might and main 
Lifted her np, a wean weight, 

O\or tlie threSliold of the ^to 
Tlien tlie lady xcao agtin, 

And moved os she were not In pain 

So free Ihnn dinger, flee ftom flar, 

Thm cross'd the conrt ^neht glad fhe> were^ 

And Chnstahel dnontly ened 
To the lad) by her side 



KOTES 


At &IZ 8 be pbT’d before the spear men, 

And gxutbed in tbor gear men 

bMoouetoj Jacks, and swindB sbene clear tbea. 

Like 0117 bead. 

Notr nba sLall play Woip Bc ireir men, 

Since HbbbieB dead * 

ZiOZE 19 — Eccsi CiiAiGfi^ p 27B 

Iiord Chfef'CoimniGnoner Adnsi, in the } ear 1817 , fonned wbat «as called 
Q Blair-Adani Cinib oonsistix^ of Bit '^altv Scott and o few other fhende^ 
* 7 bo as$emb''cd once A-year at Blair-Adam Houses near the shores of Loeb- 
levcD. Id his AtminueaceSg the hard Chief-Comimssioiier, when refemiig to 
the nnonymons pfnbhcahon of the WaTeriey Sforels^ records the foUowm^f 
anecdote 'What confirmed, and was coztamly meant to disdoce to me the 


fiinily • who conld know an*^huiff of tho Craigs or its namo, and 

both the pcenecy and the name had aUractions for &r Walter 

'Aionr first noeetiu? after tho pnbhcation of the when the party 
was assembTod on the lop of the lO^ tho Chief-Boron Shepherd, looki^ Sir 
W'alier fnU m the &o& and stamnmgr his staff on the nroima, said, 

Sir Walter, I think we bo upon the tap of the Eieiy Craigs Sir Walter 
nrcserred nrofonnd sOenoe , ont tbero was a con«eioiu lookw down, and a 


XoiE 20 — Mothep XlCSEVEf, p 2S3 ^ 

TM* Tos the name men to the grand Mother Witch, ao toij Hecate of 
Scottish popidar anp^bon Hor nmo mis 

instance!^ nvon sorceresses srho were held to resemhlo her oy their sapeno 
kWii in * Heirs black grammar * 

XoiE 21 — Dapk Gket 3La., p 8M , 

. Bynnnndi^ tho^b^^hl5^b»the^ 


XhTsaSSS .■fonKh^V'ra^^utW-eis nSloubted. 
temtonal, and taken from Donbas nver and nale 

XOIS E.-SBm»SED CM.SHBACT iOiEBT IHE UlE OF MSBY, p 35S 


Note 23 — ilicroED Ma5, p 366 



NOTES 
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on an anacnfc pieco o! iron the ropronntation of a robber fbm oocoutredi 
endea^oonog to iraae h» a honso, and opposed by a mastiff, to 

‘abom bo in \mtt c^ors food The motto is Spemt dona^a It is port of a 
fire giate said to bavo boloDged to Ardibisfaop Sboxp 


Note 34 — Tizz JffojfLSTj p 8S2 

Sir Jtdin HoSand'a poom d The Sowld is knoim to cotloetoxs hy ibo 
bmtaftd edition presented to the Bamuigne Chib by bfr David Lame — 

Tbo preboo nmtoms remorltB by Sir waiter Scott, abo aas president of 
tbo clnb The poem vras composed about the middlo of tbo contot). 
aad bos genonuty boon snppi^ to bo a satin on James H of Bcotiana 

Note 2j — Drm:?ouR op Qdfpst Maht, p 336 

In the dangerons o^dition to Aberdconabiro, Handolpb, tho English 
ambassador, gnes Coed tbo fonovmg account of Queon Maryo oomeanonr — 

*In all these girbodes^ 1 OBsuro yon, I neior saw her ftbe Queen] momcr, 
neverdismayed, norneiertbon^tbatsomucbtobemherthatlbnd Sbo 
repented n^hnm but, \ibon tbo lords and othen, at Inverness, come in tlio 
morning firom the aatch, that ebo aaa not a man to know aimit hfo it aas 
to be all in the fields, or to «alk on the oan^iiay T^ith a jack and a 
knapsoballe, a Glasgow booklor, and a broadsword uvMKnrH to CfoiLi 
3i^<int€r IS, 16^ 

The wntew of tlieabovo letter scorns to haae fdt tbo same impression which 
Chtbenne Sejton, m tbo to\t, considered as proper to Quoon's presence 
amoi^ her armed subjects 

'Tlioagb we neither tiiongbt nor locked for other than on that do) to 
b&vo fought or zievor~*what desperate blows would not l^ae boon given, 
when oiorv man should have foi^t in the eight of so noble a queen, and so 
many fair ladioa our enemies to have taken &a &om us, and we tosaae onr 
hononrs, not to bo reft of them, your honour can easily judge I TAe ams (o 
the iam [condensed], St^emUi 15G2 


irtffB M — Escaeb op Qoees JIiRT FROM LocBiam, p 369 

It a tmll known that the escape of Qimon hhixy from Lochleven was effected 
by Geoip Dougb^ the youngest brothm' of Sir Wilhom Douglas, lord of 
the castle, butthemiimtQmromnstaiieoBcf&e event have been a goc^ deal 
confuse^ owmgto two agents havnm hem concerned m it who boro the same 
It has been always supposeo^tbat George Donglas wasmduood to abet 
morn's escape bj the ambitiens hope that, by snob someone might merit ber 
band BntmspuiposewasdiscoaerodbymsbrotberSirWiUiam, ondhewas 
OTpellod ftom ^ castle Ho contmuod, notwithstanding, to ho\er m 
ncighbonrhood, and mainiaui a eorrespondeneo with the rojal prisoner and 
others m the fortress 

If wo believe tho Ei^hdi ambassador Drury, tbo Queen was grateful to 
Gec^ Dongla^ and e\cn proposed a momage with hnn—a scheme which 
could ho^y bo serious, amoo she was still the wife of Bothwe^ but which, if 
suggested at all, might bo with a purpose of gratt^png the ^gont Murray's 
arnhihrm, and propitmtmg his favour , since no was, it must be rememberod, 
thofarothor utermo of George Doi^Iai^ for whom such hi^ honour was soio 


Tho propo^ if senonsly made, was treated as inadmissible and Mary 
again t«mned her purpose of oscam Her failure m her first attempt bnn 


some ptetorme parhcnlan^ which m^ht have b^ ^vontageously intrc- 
nn^ m fictiti^ nanatiTo Drury rands Cecil the foIlowiDg account of the 
matter ,<*> 
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seonod so nmoh to uicreaso Oio inters of iho £Oono that I haro boon 
tinwi^ng to makOi m particular instance, ttio fiction givn vny to the facl^ 
^biehlt^wondoabtcdlym favour of^lilr MaeVoan’s system 
it IB fin^ar hov tradition, 'whicli'is Eometimos a euro gaioe to tmth, 
in o^er caBcs, prono to nnsjend ns & the celebrated fidd of battle at 
KiUtcomnUo, tbe ^Tollar jb strock with ono of thoso nigged pllaca of rong^ 
stone, sdnoh indicate tbo scenes aneieat confiiot A fnend of the Author, 



upon tbo spears 

* Upon the Oneen s ndo tho Bari of A^Io coninanded tbo battio, and 
the of Arorotb tbo lanntogaard mt the Begent oomimttcd in tho 
Xaird of Grange iho speouil core, as being an oaponmented captain, to oToraoo 
oiert danger, and to ndo to eieiy wing, to enetmrago and mako liolp ndicro 
^tost need was. Ho poraoivoa, at the first coming, tho right wing of tho 
Kegontb Tannt-gnord pnt bad:, and liko to fi}, whereof tbo greatest part 
were commons the barony of Renfrew , whoronpon ho rodo to them, and 
told them that their onomr was already tnnung their bo^ roquosting thorn 
to stay and dotnto till ho sbonld bring them fresh men forth of Gmbattlo 
XHiither at M «pocd bo did ndo alone, and told tho Regent that the enemy 
were shaken and flying away bohmd Gio httio nDt^ro, and desired a few 
nnmhor of fnwh men to go with him Whore ho found enough willing, as tho 
uird liindesav, the Laud of LochleTen, Sir James Balfour, and all the Ri^tb 
servants, who foUowcd him with dili^nco, and remforeed that wing which 
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